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panchayets has resulted in the expansion of imigration and intensity of
cropping. West Bengal is in the fore front so far as the rate of increase
in agricultural production in concerned. Purchasing power in the rural
areas has increased. Cormmunication has improved a lot, and trade and
commerce and non-agricultural scetors have also developed. During the
preriod 1991-2001, people engaged in non-agricultural works have in-
creased by 12.3 per cent and in the same ratio, the number of those
engaged in agriculture has decreased...” [Article : Left Front Govt. &
Bengal’s Industrialization].
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