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economic zone (SEZ) has .

ﬁgandigram leaves Left diide

~ quiet among those who lend Sarkar said the anti-SEZ *
intell I support to the Pprotests were taking place
g Left,” he said, across the country but :

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 17  Sarkar w, addressinga [ what made Nandigram dif-
Historically ‘speaking, gatherir :iﬁ)‘“}“b Uni- ferent was the brutality
could be the ‘great Bengal ) versity today during a pub-/  with which it was dealt.
intellectual divide’. The discussion o dby® “The incident also has
Nandigram incident that led 'Baat cheet', a di i anti-di ratic impl
to the killing of protesters forum of the university. tions. What we saw in
trying to save their land from Recalling the March 14 Bengal is what we saw in
acquisition by the West Ben- incident, filmmaker and China, Neo-liberalism
gal Government foraspecial  journalist Sumit Chowdhry  when combined with

said the attack on protest-

the government demanding
the resignation of the Chief
Minister and the abolition
of the draconian Land
Acquisition Act, 1894,
Lambasting the present
Eovernment in the state,
renowned historian Sumnit
Sarkar today said the Nandi-
gam incident was more
shocking becanse it had hap-
pened in a Left-ruled state,
“How will the government
Justify the act to the wider
world of Lefiists in general
and to its own members?
There is a considerable dis- .
- e e —

national campaign against -

left the Left sharply divided, ers at Nandigram was a
Staunch Leftists known planned move aimed at
for their unstinting support  smott ing all voices of

for the West Bengal Goy- Protest,
emment have launched a Vashkar Nandy, a trade

union activist from West
Bangal, said a national
convention on the issue
Was being organised in
Kolkatta on June 2 and B
which would be followed
by a mass rally.

He said the demands
included the resignation of
the Chief Minister, aboli-
tion of the Jand acquisition

act etc ete, “We also want including environmental-

the people’s institutions at ists.” he said.

the grassroots level be He warned that there was :

allowed to act so that 4 possibility of another in the coming days, " Kisan Unoin, Punjab,
Nandigram can retum to attack on Nandigram once Others who spoke on the Sardara Singh Mahal of
life of peace and human the senior dary exam- ion include Sukhdev  the Cpr ML-New Demd
dignity,” he said, inations ended in the state Singh of the Bhartiya racy, Punjab.
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authoritarianism can be
very dangerous,” he said.
He criticised “there is no
alternative ” justification
of the government point-
ing out that SEZ does not
lead to either employment
or industrialisation,

He called upon all pro-
gressive leaders in the
country to develop an inde-
pendent eft movement
and evoke the “restive”

“sections within the Left
parties. “We need to take
support from anti-neo lib-
eral movement leaders,
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 /*Nandigram an epitome of resistance’

Times News Network
Chandigarh: A battery of events
has marked out Nandigram in
West Bengal in the past few months.
Apprehensive denizens of Nandigram
are standing against the land
acquisition for SEZ but the govern-
ment has taken a stern stand to retain

movement. He says, "It is not just a

‘mob which has stood to fight the injus-

tice but it all stands for awakening of
the conscience of people. People are
very determined and though dejected,
their high spirits didn’t sag after the
mass murder that took place on 14th
March.”

. Nandy takes pride in saying that a

the same in the region. atrocities on the peaple of Nandi- noteworfhy aspect of the mavement is
‘Anatiempt haasb'een made in a pub- gram, they remain defiant. The that scientists, artists, schoal-children,

lic meeting organised by Bfa:jti-ciherit. poor peasants have daringly con- pti:i];;l;?‘ i‘lil;;l genﬂma fought for the

to project the real state of affairs in t ;

e At Mt i He also cautioned that care has tobe
Sumit Chaudhury, a film-maker and Lo taken to ensure that people’s fury is

writer, has been an active part of the | lice shootout, Itis not justa m not used by the wrong people to

struggle against acquisition of land | butitall stands for awakening of their advantage.

in Nandigram. the conscience of people. . Sumit Sarkar, a historian and a re-

‘ Chaudhury says, “Nandigram is
now an epitome of resistance, Though
police forces have inflicted atrocities
on the people of Nandigram, they re-
main defiant. The poor peasants have
daringly confronted the government
oven after 300 of them were killed in
the police shootout. 26 organisations
have since then consolidated and are
opposing the SEZ policy’

The proposal of acquisition of 18,000
acre of land for setting up of an SEZ by
Salim group of Indonesia has Dro-
voked the poor-labour class, “These
people have made Nandigram a
blocked zone with trenches made of

huge boulders all around. Asa result,
it is now out of bounds for the police
and the administration. It is indeed
mind-boggling that people of Nandi-
gram have not slept for three months
now as they are scared of losing their
land," avers Chaudhury He refutes
CPM's allegation that in this struggle,

Wwomen and children have been used as

a shield and clarifies that one and all
stood for the cause.

Vashkar Nandy, a trade union ac-
tivist from West Bengal, discussed the
significance of analysing the people's

tired professor of Delhi University,
says, “False assurances given by the
government cannot deceive the people
of Nandigram as they are now aware
of the reality" He also condemned the
cadres of Communist Party (Marxist)
harming the poor peasants,

This holds relevance in Punjab as
well, for there is a proposal for acqui-
sition of land near Amritsar

Sukhdev Singh of Bhartiya Kisan
Union (BKL), says, “Such forcible ac-
quisition of land will benefit only the
imperialist and will mar the interest of
poor farmers who have only these
small pieces of land to fall back on."
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e
\/. PU: Baat Cheet holds
discussion on SEZ viability

_EXPRESS NEWs SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 17

AV

THE Nandigram incident
has seems to haye Jef; seri-
ous doubtsin peaple’s minds
about the viability of Special
Economic Zones (SEZs),

Discussing the implica-
tions of having the same, a
deliberation on ‘SEZ, Policy
and People’s Resistance:
Lessons from Nandigram®
was organised by Baar Cheet,

a discussion forum

of  Panjab University, . ; — " =

here today, Sumit Ch Y (st E) during the di fon on SEZs at
Sumit Chaudhnry, 3 Panjab University on Tuesday, Oinam Anand

Jjournalist and  film  were killed, he added. ener

maker from West Bengal, Sukhdevsingh from BKU Eouse:l::d m:ifs mﬁgsgg

alleged that the people (Bharat Kisan Union) said  built in the SEZs angd

of Nandigram had 1o the focus of the entire coun- povid

idea about the plan of
developing an SE7.
However, on March 14,
the police unleashed ; re ign
of atroeities ona large num-
ber of innocent people, in-
cluding  women and
children, due towhich many

try had shifted 1o Nandigram
after the incident, i

He added that the'
land that was to be acquired’
Was agricultural land,

The  experts were  of
the opinion that not much
employment  would pe

these would not provide
employment opportunities,
Sumit Sarkar, a historian
and  retired “'professor
from Delhi University, and a
trade union activist from
West Bengal,  Vashkar
Nandy, also expressed
theirviews on the issue.
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HT Live Correspondent
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IN THE wake of the March
14 Nandigram bloodbath, a
filmmaker and writer from
Kolkata, Sumit Chowdhury,
told a gathering of students
and teachers at Panjab Uni.
versity today that the firing
is still continuing there.
“Another police and cadre
attack is eminent, The vil-
lagers have nat slept for
three months”.

There was also a sense of
a loss: traditional Leftists
now without an ideological
footing. Eminent ‘historian
and former Delhi Universi-
ty professor Sumit Sarkar,
trade union leader and
member of NGO Swad-
hikar Vaskar Nandy and
Punjab BKU leader
Sukhdev Singh were the
others present at the puhlie
meeting on “SEZ Policy and
People's Resistance:
Lessons from Nandigram”
organised by Baat-Cheet, a
discussion forum in the
university,
Sarkar said the Nandi.

Eram resistance to an SEZ

Was part of an all Indja phe-
nomenon, “When we went
there, we found tales of hor-
ror and a feeling of rejuve-
nation at the same time,
The peaple saluted us with
traditional slogans, A peas-
ant woman said: “How
many of us can they kill? It
was for the first time we
had seen a genuine and

Journalist and filmmaker Sumit Chowdh ury (right) addressing a public meeting on “SEZ palicy and People’s resistance” 4
2

Soclology Department in Panjab University an Tuesday,

spontaneous peasant move-
ment”. L]

Nandy brought forth the
starvation death of tea Bgar-
*den workers in North Ben.
Eal to speak about the
“nexus”. “From April 2001
to 2005, more than 1,200

workers have died of starva-
tion. From November 2006
to March 2007, more than
300 have died. The SC sent a
fact-finding  mission and
Eave some orders. The state
has defied those orders, We
were attacked when we trisd

that MNCs were t

control fertile lands
trol in turn the food
ty of India.

to check the death registers,
They said: “Let the tribals
die, we will eat whatever aid
comes. But after Nandi.
gram, the government ig
scared. The people are lead.
ing the struggle,”

Sukpdev Singh alleged




