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MASTER PLAN FOR U.P,

I‘.l' i5 not difficult ta make out that the Prime Minister's sudden move

to activale the National Integration Council 1o ensure a fuip deal 1o
the Muslims and the farijans and her efforts o win the suppory and
cooperation of Sheikh Llubammad Abdullah and Mr K. Kamara] are of
4 piece. Conscious of the steadily diminishing popularity of hér party,
she is trying to mend Congress fences before she [aces next year's mini
general elections on the basis of her success in eradicating poverty. In
another six months, Assemlly elections are scheduled to be held in the
lour States of Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, Nagaland, and Mahnipur. The
Prime Minister has a special interest in the election in Uttar Pradesh.
li is her home State, and if the Congress fails to secure an absolute majo-
rity in this State it will be reckoned as a sure token of the decline of
the ruling pavty and its leader. The Prime Ministér has to ensure that
Uttar Pradesh remains a Congress bastion ; otherwise her stature ‘in the
party and the couniry will suffer,

I'o secure this end she has planned a many-pronged approach. The
Harijans who, even after nearly three decades of independence, may be
dispossessed of their life and property ay the slightesi whim of the so.
called upper caste leaders of the rurgl society, are hemp promised freedom
lrom persecution and fear. Apparvently, the Prime Minister hopes- that
this old promuse in old [orm will reassure the Harijans, however much
their disenchantineny with the Congress may be: they will vote for the
Congress despite the fuer thay their tormentors are f{lourishing in the
party. The “rapprochememt™ with Sheikh Abdullah is designed (o win
over Muslim vetes, The 1alks with the Sheikh had been soing on for
Jong time; in ye mean time, Mis Gandhi brought off a minor coup by
mstalliag a Muslim as chief minister of Bilar. The Muslim votoers of
Uttar Pradesh should not fail to be impressed by the fact that two of
their neighbour States, Rajasthan and Bihar, have chief ministers belong
ting Lo their community, If they need greatey proof of the s€cularism of
the valing party. Sheikh Abdullali’s decision to place his services at phe
disposal of (he Prime Mimster will provide it I'he bhan o My Kamatsy
is the Prime Minister's third prong, Thougli slie ¢laims that the Gon-
press yas spht an 1969 on the basis ol ideoloey, she does not think that
her scuialise Favth will be compromised it along with Mr Kamaraj some




leaders of Uttalr Pra-
My C. B, Gupta,

Cong réss ()
desh, including
join e wanis to i
Congress (O) 1’n Ustar

party, Nhe
minishi the
Prade h.
What will happen to other as-
pects ol the Prime Minister’s mas-
ter plin for winning the €lections
in. Ulias Pradesh is not known for
certain, et But Sheikh  Abdullah
hamsell las vouched for her success
I His readiness
to help ¢he Prime Minister in solv-
mp  “nattonal  problems”™  should
silence thase who seek to justify his

long and ¢ruel detention on the alle

0 wiig him over,

g:!liun thay he was a  secessionis,
The Sheikh has made v clear that
his decision  will nop conflicy with
the Il}!__’i![ oy sellsdetermination of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir,
He has not given up his basic stand ;
he has merely repeated what he said
i the past over and over again,
The stance which is now considered
unexceptionable was valid eround for
whar must be the longes political
mearceration  in free  India. Ewi-
dently, at that tme iy suited the
Government  to prapitiate  other
gods, Politicd] exigence has cleaved
Shekh  Abdullah, The Prime
Minmster needs him nog only to win
over the sulky Muslim
Ultar Pradesh but also to sirengthen
her case should there he an attempl
in terms ol the Simla agreement to
settle the Kashmir through
bilateral nteotiations between In-
dia and Pakistan.

voters of

issue

Tall Promises

Mr Siddhartha Ray declated that
he had verv good personal 1clgfon-
West, Bengal power
would

shipy with the
was sure they
not strike work, Fhree davs alter,
the envineers walve a  strike call.
This is of course, a slightly hetter
vecord than
clavion c¢all for a moratorinm  ¢m
pmme-

men and he

Presideny Giri's, whose

girikes was Uollowed almos
diately by the strike ol LT, power
engineersl

o

-

But M Ray should consider it
smiall comlonrt
Yojana

His rendezvous at
Bliavan, lon which he had
been building Nis romuantic hopes
and giving matching pulslicity, has
turned our o be the higgest flop
ever. That he was given the long-
est wterview than any other Chiel
Minister or that he was comamendel
as @& hard task master by Mr D. P,
Dhar should be no consolation be-
cause his R A.500crore Plan has
heen slashed o Rs, 975 crorss or
even less if the CMDA and Hoophly
mcluded. His  master
picce, CADP (which he ooy author-
ed by his able aide, My Pannalal
Dasgupta, and others) has heen
treateéd as utterly bogiis,

Mr Ray's promises of
so many thousand jobs 1n so iuany
days has already acquirved the dimen-
sions of a legend famous all over
the countyy, Mr €. Subramaniam’s
_ to My Ray has added
one more dimension to his capabi-
Iities, It seems that My Ray for
unldthomable  reasons conld mot
stari Lthe cemeny factory, the nylon
faciory, the alloy steel lactory, the
motoy tyre and tube faclory and the
gcooter factory, for altl jof which
letters: of intent  had been issued
over a year back. And so the Rs. 100-
crore investmenit poassibilfties neve
saw the lighy of day. With this
background. Mr Ray has promised
the people of the State a string of
within the mnext lew
moniths. (All these industries are
outside the projects for which letters
ol inteny had been issued and un-
used. For the sake of decency, lel
them, buy we can as

Money is

providing

latest tettex

r".l-ht'nr! 1S

s not namt
sure Ny Ray that bhe
problem  lo

is creating
mighiy My Santieopal
ol the DBengali jatra, He has been
playing with grea; aplomb the roles
of Hitler, Ram Machun, Napoleon,
Subhas Bose, Otihedlo, Lepim  and
L'mless be opts for a lemale
role: and chooses to play Mrs Gan-

Maprx.,

dhi, it s highly likely he wonld hke
ty lay My Siddbartha Ray. But
how would Mr, Santigopal poruray
him: as a wmdbag?
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the count
ereen(y
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p(-‘c;lj'], were ‘inclined 1o diSmisiee and
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lication ol a long article on the sg L.urh 4
silbject by hum in an English (I'_C’I'"‘.j" Wi
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More Powers ?

When
first ssued  his
foy “limmited

wonders whether

meén, would accuse
san ol any high

Iyility,
culigr I:t'mlhnh o LIS,

in this pavtienlar ease, the fact t
very  lew, il any,
dissent

have disowned or even

from his thesis makes one sus|

thay this 15 a command  perlo o teve
p . : .\

ance. Mrs Indira Gandhi, of coufiiisevet

: Apesna

said that as she understpod i dREERPESYEH

l.'rlutéhilr meant “No Press; no | -'Pl&‘::l of 1
senst Mr

liament and no Opposition to raees

its voice agamsy (he ruling par laiow qu
angd went on o declare thay “We
not want such an India"

But wwhat 58 the India we hi i
today 7  The Press 1s controlled fhe |

Moo o
less ciapa
the (dects

monopolisis serving vested fntere
All thap the Government wants,
the name «f diffusion of ownersii .
ete. 18 o impose total Governm :w“_s,"t.l‘lj
rontrol over the Press as on il CE15LS V',.'T
£ some tin
Sthere wo
But ther
Famine
iplaces, n

and  television—so as 1O serve
The main
fieation ady meed for “lldmited 4
tatorship™ is that Mrs Gandht nes

-'\}}Injll':!'\ hetter.

more power to deal with hoard

blackmarkete os and such other g of ll(l' :
reyors ol bli k money I'he ratu the 1"””
ale s phonv v, LEvery 'ml,\'(ii 0} | ot the

Mrs Gandhi hay asked for, has heeetiees <

aven her by the people; Even i@ RS I
imstitutiongl  checks and  baland Ihﬂl !
provided in he Constitution 1o 8 marke i
as constraints on the arbitrarines had alr
the exccutive have been undergoi@ Governn
: ve atiriti ' " e wro
[rogressive atirition during the
lew veuars. 1 thay extent, Tl .I'!I[‘T!..“ ."
demacracy has already been serid - imyports

gonnes y
the il

lv  enfechled. Furthermoey, st
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[, 1978

leald

I tfl'i.«'cnl

e ¢han o year and a hall now
& Lountry has been In a swute ol

pmergensy which confars on Gov-
fment  almost unlimired powers
e Defence of India Ruoles, the

of Internal
othel

lmienance
p and
ERLITES '
b Government
goeurl crimes agwinst the country's
olity or ruthless.
glfective.
B this period’ of emergency tha; the
iintry has been dragged into the
It economic crisis since 1947. The
moblemn, thus, is nog of a lack of
BpOWers, lack of will, or
ether abnlity o exercise these pow-
iy, Mrs Gandhi's Governmeny  has

Security
such emergency
laws whidh in the hands
honestly resolved

economy can be
Yel ir is precisely dn

||ir[ <J|. Aa

bully handled the couniry's economy.

laving run short of alibis anrd ex-
gses, and papicky at fthe swelling
e of popular discontent, the rul

ling paTty now wanfs 1o make
Whatever of democracy is 1efp a
tor its failure. That the

apeeoay
pl:u of madequacy of powers s non-
Ronse Mp Shashi Bhusan and his tribe
iow cquite well.

In A Mess

The people decide India’s
ol policy seem to have a lnmit-
% capacity to bungle things. First,
itle clecision  to import
s delayed as long as possible, The
gisis was underplayed and for quite
some time ithe nglion was rold that
ghere was nuthing‘\u worry about.

who

foodgrains

St then the cat got oug ol the bag.

Famine conditions appeared m many
laees, and raders waking advantage
uf_ the unprecedented bungling by
the Governmeny over the takeover
of the wholesale wheay trade raised
prices and restricted supplies.  Im-
poris  became  inevitable.  But by
thiat time food prices on the world
marke; in @ vear of extensive drought
lad already  started The
Governmeny did the wrong thing at
e wrong time, And even when
there were clear Aindications thal
mports of ap least 6 o 8 milhion
onnes would bhe needed o tide over
fhe difficuliiecs, New Delh preferved

rising.
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not o go siraight 1o the peint. In
its wisdom, it decided 1o make ¢he
purchases n insialmeénts, little rea-
lising that neither pricés nor sup:
plies would wait for it, This policy
of half-measurés has now come home
The niillion
for which orders were imitially plac-
ed and almos; all of which has al-
ready reached the country has made
little difference (o the food situation
4.5 mil
inevitable.
has the
supplies,
luttle

always safe o have a

o roasL, Lwo tonnes

Import of another at least
lion tonnes has become
In fact, if the Governmen!
means and the available
it would be better 1o go for a
more for i1 1
little margm in planning the food
Il‘rll_‘_'ll'l.

Bu; unloriunately the Govérnment
has neither ¢he means nop the sup
The world markey
within 1he

plies. has greaf
ly hardened
the past few months,
become a seller’s marker buy almost

conrse of
It has nog anly
all the exportable surplus has al-
ready been booked
important supplier, has
dronght. 'Canada and
still perhaps lefy with some stocks,
have shown little response o India’s

Argentina, an
heen hip by
Australia,

overtures to have special credip ar-
rangements and have indicated then
preference for straighy
board deals in hard currency.
leaves the United States. Dut
also it is reported thay ntarly 80 pey
cent of the supplies expecied during
the curreng June
pext has alveady been contracted for
With more coming with
""III’I]J
Soith

acrossthe-
Tha

here

vear endine in
coUNIries
SOME

'hl_

ying  bage—Japan and
\merican
latesy 1o arrive—
11.5.

restriction

collniries ave

sure from traders.  notably
bakers, [or
prices on the American market have
womed. That wonder-boy of the
Food Ministry, A. P. Shinde, tried
to shack the MPe¢ sufhciently when
he recently ractled off hgures o show

would

on - exporis,

that  American  wheati NOW
cosy $40 more partly oy
and partly for higher freighg charges.
But he owes an explanation for the
mess his ministry has made of food
import plans.

price rise

\§

and mereasing pres.

§. K. FOUNDRY ENGG.
PRODUCTS PVT. LTD.

53, Chowringhee Road.

(alcutta-16

Gram : MEBERDO

Tele: 44-0113 (2 lines)

Manufacturers ;—

Foundry Fluxes, Hot Tops, Core
Binders, Washes., Ladle Additions,
Exothermics ete. lor all Foundries
and Steel Plants,
Branches : New Delhi Bombay *

Madras * Kanpur * Jamshedpur




Pakistan’s Role In The New U.S. Strategy—Il

EVERTHELESS, the Memos as

well as  subsequent dedisions
indicate a  policy of maintammg
American economic and political
presende in Indgy and Bangladesh.
Thus fhere has been no actual or
projected  diminution of Ame ican
economic ail o India, and the U.S,
has become the larges; aid giver to
Bangladesh, In effect, India and
Bangladesh offer the most dlear eout
example of peaceful co-existence
and of Russia’s junioy partnership
in Pax Americana,

There were solid reasouns for White
House indifference to its liberal cri-
tics' warnings (hat the [policy wof
‘tiltng' toward Pakistan would Jead
to loss of India to Russian influence,
And there were pood grounds for
welcoming an extension of Russia’s
role in ihe sub-continent. The risk
of India twrning into a Soviet client
under the leadership of the Congress
party is abour as remote as Britain’s
entry into the Warsaw Pacl under
the prime ministership of  Harold
Wilson, An intelligen; practitioner
ol realpolivk. Kissinger could not
conceive of Mrs Gandhi basing het
dong lierm jpolicies on | itemporary
irrintion.  Afleer all, India (is one
country to have clearly profited
fedm  its ) “neutralisnd”. |Thanks
mainly to its hostility towar<d China,
and its place as the second most po-
pulotts country in the world, 1 has
been the t's]rj:'('l of (nni'i-“hip by
hoth the USSR, and USA, DBoth
have invested billions in rubles and
dollars 1o build economy 1o
match China's; since the Sino-Indian
War both have contributed heavily
1o the modernization of its armed
forces, Iy is dificult (o 1magine
Indlia cutving off a primary source
of support just hecause American
hetoric cauded i) bome inconvenid
ence or anger, Dr Kissinger put
the point rather suecinctly when re-
ferring to the Indian Prime Minister
he told the W.S.A.G, meeting that

s

FEQBAL AHMAD

“The lady is cold-blooded and tough
and will nog turn mto a Soviet
savelllite mdrely becaubse of |.liu']1|c."
(New York Times, January 15, 1972,
Text of Memo of December 8).
Incdia is also oné of the rareé coun-
tries which could be presumed ‘safe’
under Russian influenice, even 1l the
latter were to exténd beyond roler-
able limits. For in India the U.S.
S/ R. must continue to favour the
status quo under the anti-Chinese
Indiane National Congress over an
assumption ol power by the Com-
munists who, despite the many nits
among them, constitute the only
viable opposition movement in the
country. Foy 1T the Communists
were Lo come (0 power they would
mosl li]-;tl}' be neutral in the Simo.
Soviey dispute, e, if the proChin-
ese [actions do not dominate (he
govermment. Hence Indda will be

‘safe for democracy’ even or especial-

ly undey Soviet tutelage. Much the
same can be said aboug Bangladesh.
The pro-Western Awam; League
leadets are assured of  continued
Soviet support and  protéction for
the simple reason that the only al
ternative o them are the Commun-
nists and lefedsts who arve unlikelly
to join the Russian crusade against
China, The facts that the Indian
government ('nupled its intervention
in Eas;y Bengal with massive repres-
sion of the left in ghe Indian half of
Bengal, and thaj snhseq-xmr:lly bhotly
Mis Gandhi and Sheikh  Mujibur
Raliman have continued theif as
sault on the left withowt even mild
disapproval from the U.S.S.R. only
confirms this dxpectajion.

More¢ importantly, the
of Soviep role—and this has
noticeable especially n the field of
armaments—in India and  Bangjla-
desh helps promote the single most
important objective of récemy Ame-
rican policy, viz: the stimulation of
Sino-Soviet confrontation, and the
military encirclement of China by

exlension
been

[ISS.R. Since rthe TS, 15 less
terested in multiplying its own
circlement of China, Bangladesh ¢
Eastern India have practically |
stratesic value for it. On the of
hand expanding Seviet presence
their  South-Western Hank can
percerved only as an ominous eg
lapment by the Chinese,

The White House attitnded
equanimity toward the potential
pansion of Soviet role did not
tend o Wesy Pakistan, Maimiai
Pakistan®,
Pakistan's stams as g chieny S8
were important 1o fhe L Pt
White l{‘mw frisked  consideral
puh:lir cticisin 10 create the iff
sion of support for and solida
with the West Pakistani doming
central government, And as the
with India entered its lasy phi
the L1.S. becune penuinely covcel
that Ini
might follow up its victory in ES
Pakistan by pushing toward the W
The Anderson papers indicate i
concern in all the WSAG meeting

However, iy was nop until Dectl
ber 6 that the White Honse beg
consiclering ways (o prevent Tnd
“dismembering” Pakistan. By tH
day the Pakistani deferice i the ES
hacl (’]'lillll)l{'ll. ;'lil(l .\lr_lt‘li{.'l'\ %
had in fact been dismembered.
this meeting, the C.LA, dired
Richard Helms “staled tha, for
practical purposes it (East Pakista
is now an independeny stite 1oc8
nized by India,”” Ambassador Jol
gon suewrested that the “Pak arm
forces now in E. Pakisatn could
held hostage.” His apinion was
Genersl Westmoreli
who noted thay “thére was na me
of cvaenating West Pak forees fr
the East wing..." Wherenpon 1
ing some 90,000 beleaguered sold
of an allied nation in the Turch, "l
Kissinger stated (hay the nex{ sta
of play will involve determining of
attitude towards the state of Bangl

(s ‘integrity’. not

ed over the possibility

inforced Iy
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.ﬁr_'('u':ﬁn_-; o the Memo the meet-
i'jlg of December 6 “was devared (o
flit massive problems facing Bangla-
ifsh a3 a nation” with Dr Kissinge:
idicating that “the problem should
be Hudied now. However, the
"H}|'-i'.':[ ol Im_»hi.':tr'- (ili[i!;:?j. ;li'\l tO
Pakistan 15 also to be examined
!l,h'! on a hold
e maver of Indian redeployment
om Eas; to West was considered, as
s the legality of the current sea
Bockaele' by India.” The “dose
rlhbl!lj basis" meant simply that Pakis-
N would get military ard only il
“llll;:l setmedd determined to over-
mn its Western “The
thesiclent,” imlir:n.’.qi‘l Kisstneer, “is
ol inclined 10 let the Paks be de-
leted.” [sic] And My Sisco [State De-
partment] “srated thay from a poli-
il point of view our efforts would
imve to be directed at kegping the
Indians from ‘extinguishing’ West
kistan.” A decision was made to
ook nto the possibility of supplying
anns to Pakistan quictly—through
Studi Arabia and Jordan,

very cloge basis.

1)1':'-\' 111CES.

Threat to West

Augmented concern with the secu-
fity of the Western wing of Pakistan
oniinatdd the meeting of Dfcem-
her 8. The war had stiffened on the
Western front. C.ILA. Diregtor Helms
mported ¢hat Mrs Gandhi had jndi-
gited that  before heeding a UN.
@nll she intends to stratzhten out the

Southern border of Azad Kashmir.

b5 reported that .. Mrs Gandhi
alempis to eliminate Pakistan’s ar-
mouwr and ayr  force ‘capabilities,

Kissinper was alarmed and obviously
prigated s Dy Kissinges
lia the key issue if the Indians turn
o Wesy Pakistan §s Azad Kashmir,

v.. The elimination of the Mak ar-

suggested

moured and air forces would make
Ahe Paks defenceless, It would turn
Wes; Pakisitan into a client siate.

The |J('>\":n"|'_rilil\_ elicits a number of
qu[‘stiﬂm. Can we allow a U.S. ally
16 go down completely [sic] while we
\patticipate in a blockade? Can we
#llow the Indians to scare us off, be-
lieving  thag if TS, supplies are
1975
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neegled that they will not he pro-
vided?* On that day, for the first
time Kissinger expressed douby over
the U.S. ban on sales of arms (o Pa-
kistan : “Dr Kissinger suggested that
perhaps we mnever really analvzed
what the real danger was when we
were turning off the arms (o Pakis-
tan.,” (Tex; of Memo on Indian-
Pakistan War, New Fork Timés,
January 15, 1972),

It is doubtful whewher
tually intended or had the capacity
o “extingwish” West Pakistan, But
it is clear thar Nixon and Kissinper
[eared that Tndig was getting carried
the Vic-

was nog heeding earlier

Indiy ac-

away by momentum of its
tory amd
White House warnings to keep off
the ome hall of Pakisran :he U.S,
wished 0 protect. In an interview
in Timeé Magazine Nixon oo claim-
ed that ghe American intellipence
community had reason to bhelieve
that (here were forces in India push-
ing for (otal victory. Once this per-
rr‘]:li:)l‘: -:l'lrtfx f‘mhl. the \Vhi‘.(_' House
made the minfmal moves needed (o
preveny escalation of hghting on
the Western front: King Hussein
of Jordan was kept in a  "holding
pattern” as a conduit of avms to
Pakrstan. ' India recgived warnings
againsg pushing on to Wek; Pakis.
tan. Enterprise, the nuclea
ship, showed flag in the Bay ol Ren-

Wir-

ral, President Nixon intervenod
with the Kremlin and indoced De-
puly TForeign Mimister Vasily V

Kuznetsov 10 journey to New Delhi
with warnings [avouring Indian ac
ceptance af cease fire. This
obtained on December 16 following
the fall of Dacca and surrender of
090,000 Pakistani The next
dav, Z. A. Bhutto, Presidient-cesie-
nale of Paksatn erstwhile
“Yankee harter” l[aced T.V. cameras
outside the Western White House
Iiis right hand raised, fingers cross-
ed, he said thapy Pakisian was "he-
holden”™ 1o America for its friend-
ship and supporl.

The importance of Wesy Pakistan
to the U.S. derives, of course, from
its Strategic valng as a state bounded
by India, Iran, Afghanistan, China

Wwas

soldiers.

and an

and 1SS R. Bup even more impor=
ianl to (he Américan inicrest Is its
cormmandimg location at the Indian
Ocean's opening into the Persian
Gulf—the dource of 6095 of ihe
world's o0il reserves. The policy ol
marttaining an all American (ool
hold in Wes; Pukistan whil€ créating
a U.S.Soviey condonmunium in  the
rest of the sub-continent appears to
be related to the Kissinger-Nixon
strategy of c¢reating a new and de-
pendable pro-Western  constellation
of power in the Mediterranean and
Indian Ocean regions—an informal
Ve cahesive mi]rl;u'y network which
would supercede the role, in that
region, previously assigned to NATO,
and to the ill-fated Baghdad Pact.
Spain and Portugal ap one end, with
Turkey, Greece and Israel in  the
heartland, Iran and Pakistan are
willed to constitute the eastern pri-
mates of Pax Americana. We are
witnessing the dévelopmeny of the
Mediterranean wersion of Nixon's
“Southern Strategy."

Tihie outlines of
emerged during his
tour in the [all of 1970, and were
also discernible: in the  scemingly
conpradicLory 11|L-\'|'_']1'|}n'ni’_'[I1..‘> :l&.x{k'.l";lt-
ed with the cease-fire along the
Ia:'ar:li-l‘.;_-l\'pti:ln front In reports
writtén at ghe time, I had pr_-inrml
miy thay the Roger's Plan. which in
fact was dralted by Kissinger's stafl
in the White
men in the State Department, wiEh
tactical

Nixon's design
Mediterranean

House, not by Rogers'

Ixrnmwle-t] to abtain  some

oains rather than to achieve a Middle

East settdement based on the ULN,
Securily Counctl Resolution  of
November 22, 1967. It is now 2

fact ehar the cease-lire broughy about
by the mnow abandoned Rogers’
Plan accomplished thy tactical ob-
jectives of (a) delusing the Arab-
Israeli conflict and [reezing the situa-
tion to Israel's advantape; (b) ¥&
ducing the risks of UL.S-ULS.S.R. con-
frontation: (¢) slowing down the
influx of Sovie; arms into Egypt and
erowing inflience in the Middle
East ap a time when the Egypuan
deployment of defensive SAM missiles
and the arrival of Sovietflown Migs

»

.
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in the area were regarded as dis
trbing developments in - Washing-
ton; (d) further dividing (he Arabs,
and 1solating the Palestinian resis-
iance who then became a relatively
tusy fargey of King Hussein, :
Visit To 6th Fleet

Nixon's 1970 wvisiy o che Sixth
Fleet, his first tpip abroad as Presi-
dent, under-scored
his. government attached o the re.
gion. The visit to the Fleet was ex-
pected to be an exercise m gunboat
giplomacy, bug the manner in which
he conducted i sumprised many ob-
servers. He skipped France altoge-
ther. The stopover in Italy
formality, as was the return through
London,
oy

the importance

was

Nixon set the tone of this
the declaration in Rome
thay “one of the primary indispéns-
able principles of American policy is
1 maintain the necessary sirength in

with

the Mediterranean™. (New York
Tines, September 28, 1970). 1n the

Vatican, a
L]

maleable  Pope had his
‘spiritual power” contrasied with
the teminder that the “"President of
the strongest nation in the world”
had come Lo visit “the mightiest mili-
tary lorce which exists in the world
on any ocean’

The scene then shilted to the air-
craft carvier Saratoga whidh,  had
been poised in a well coordinated
plan’ with Israel, American officials
later conlirmed, [or imtervention

in
Jordan in case Syria entered rthe
hattle or the Palestinian resistance

matle unexpected gaips in the battle
agaimnsi 10

Greace.

Flussein :
Spaim; { and

Yuposlavia,
Display of
strengrh, sabrearattling. flag-showing
are importan; mgredients in Kissin-
g€’s concepy of imperial diplomacy;
and they are congenial to Nixon's-
temperament, He was resentful ol
Abdel Nasser for dying al an incon-
yenients time, for 1 led to the can-
cellation of the Fleet’s elaborate dis
play of fire power. Max Frankel of
the New York Times, on board with
Nixon, reported him wondering
*How would the Russians or the
Tsraelis vegard a president who could
be driven off his course by the Egyp-

tian leader, even in death”. He was

6
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worried oo thay Tite mighy cancel
his invitation. Bug  the surviving

grandee of the neutralist bloc passed
by ¢he funeral ol his avowed [riend o
wine and dine Nixon during the week
when Arab  people buried Abdel
Nasser and under intensified attack
10,000 ons of 1.5 bombs {fell on
Vietnam. That week Nixon learned
an important fact abou; ‘'socialist
realism’ which would later help in
dedlings with China and USSR,

Armaments supplies Greece
had heen resumed two weeks ear-
lier despiteé protests from influential
Ewropean and American  groups,
A Presidential visit o Greece, how-
ever, was deemel inoppontune at
the time. Hencee while Nixon
ed Franco, Delense
was in Athens giving what he des-
cribed as  “high ipriopity” 1o the
modernization of Greek forces, (New
York Times, October 5, 1970). The
“modemization” of the junta has
since continued on a bilateral basis as
well as under the cover of NATO.
The enlargemeny of ULS. armaments
aidl to Greece and expansion of TS,
naval activities m Greek ports are
now well known facts. Similar de-
velopments obtain in the case of
Turkey, and Iran; Spain and Por-
tugal,

10

visil-
Secretary Laird

Chief Constable

If these states are being readied to
act as'sentinels, Israel appears 1o have
been allotied the role of chief cons-
table, It fis all the
of an ideal surrogare.

specifications
Its  military
perlormance in 1667 has been a mat-
ter of unabashed envy to the Viet-
nam frustrated Chief of General
Staff. Tts Air Force 15 regarded as
an eéffective deterrent againsg Syrian
or Iragi attacks on friends and allies
in the oil rich kingdoms. Between
France and India it is the only power
to enjoy the nuclear option, Tts
technological sophistication reassures
U.S. officials who have deep [laith
in 'the decisive power of wmachines.
Above all, the economic and mili-
1aty dependence on the U.S. is view-
ed as being permanent; hence its
stability as an ally is presumed. The

image 1s of Sparta in service of Ry
An irresistible  opportunity,  Ag
vesull, Seprember 1970

Congress has given the White Hao
whay fthle Times has deseribed
“the most Hl‘-‘L‘I)-L'tHJ[‘d arms 'nu_\l

since

the

fernal

programme in the world'™  (NaEpeten
York Times. September 29, 1974 Fic.

And' the Honourable John MEPELS.S]
Cormack. the Speakey of the Hous el

spid with an injured note
prise: "I have never séen in my
years a8 i member this
[Congress]  language of this

ol s
!.JI'I

ki
used i an Auwthorization or in 3B

appropriation  bill."  Consequent)
Israel armed with the most advang

511

offensive weapons 1n the conventicl
al arsenal of the 11.S. has become
greal power of ithe Middle East. N
other country in (he world ever ¢
joyed so complete g
from the LS
history achieved status as a preat 1
gional power almost entirely on 1l
basis of foreign support. It

comin!imen
And no other stale

15 off
in this context thay one can expliif
active Tsraeli campaighing of the 18
election of Nixon, the Zionisy lobhbig
rejection. of McGovern, and Nixo
statement that there cin e no vigh
security for Israel withoug 105, mill
tary aid to Greece.

A country Iike Pakistan
expect so exalted a pluce.
15 o remain
Soviet

canne
Ity €
inhospitablle 1o I

particularly o i
While :".\.‘}J;lll\ltm ol some 118

Linion,
navy.

naval facilittes (here could be o
value, Hence proparations are 1
dey way lor the development g

port facilities in Pasni and Gawad
along the Mekran Coasy overlookii
the Persian Gulf. As »  Mushi
state which B neither Persian i
Arab, Pakistan is also ideally situag
ed to help and administey the Jdi
puted o1l Sheikhdoms of the Gl
Hence with American blessings a
British help it has established  mill§
tary and policy advisory missions i
Muscat, Oman, Abu Dhabi, ani
Kuwait,

The assumptions which define 11§
U1.S. sirategy in the Mediterrangan
and Indian Ocean region netd b

i
briefly capitnlated. First, a  basi
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,, g ol the Nixon-Kissinger diplo-
ALY Is # certain suspicion of U.S.S.R.
B 4 vival and  potenual challenge
L!I the paramountcey of the U.S, In-
rnational insiabidity is viewed as
pienijally disadvantageous to Ame-
tlei.  Hlence 118, policy
WSS R combines
Muinmeny and confrontation in some

roward
elements of con-
Btions, of cooptation and  selective
'1"1\':mf\ i others.

In the Mediterranexn, Red
il Persian Gull regions, it
weives its  hegemony threutened by
Soviet OMhcdls in Whe
Nixon governmeng believe thap fol-
I.ﬂ'.\’i.ll‘:.'I the I“fnl\;uu-]l'.uxf.';:‘;n n;{‘l"{i!!:},
i Glassboro, the 1.8, miscalculated
the extent of Soviep ambition and
i capability for penewration in the
Middle East. As 3 result, they re-
mned sanguine over g‘:‘t_ming‘ S0~
wiet influence in the area. Example
WS cited of Sovier military missions
m AR,

Lacking
fecessary for

Sea,
[*Er-

“intrusion”

sizable aircralt-carriers

air-combag and deep

Sitland penetradon, the Russian navy

Way considered mcapable of posing

Wchallenge (o the Sixth Tleet, Ame-

mean officials had Telt sure that in
gn effoyr o overcome this  disad-
wuntagle, the USS.R. shall not in-

wroduce ‘Saviey  personnel fn the
Midilie East, as it had noy done so
in North The news thal
Sovigl pilots mighy; be manning the
advanced MIG's in U.AR. destroyed
Hath assumptions and aroused Ame-
tlean concern to the exteng tha, the
ermally cool Dr Kissinger spoke of
forcibly ejecting USSR, from Egypt.

Second, the région in question 15
sateeically and economically too eri-
policy ol "co-

Vietnam,

ficul 1o allow for a
evistence” such as the one obtaining
im S, Asia. The fulnre
shortage ol gas and oil  supplies
makes Middle Eastern oil nog only

projected

omajor source of profit bug the most

siategic vesources of modern times.
oy the West (o this re-

source is nop only an economic but

control

a military necéssity.

Third, the fear thar Ametican
power s slipping from both Western
Furope ‘and the Mediterranedn re-
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gion s enhanced by the beliel that
France (lor reason of "Gaullist chau-
vinism™) and Italy (because of "in-
stability and leftward swing”) have
become unrelialile allies. Tn Great
Britain, Wadhington regains ja lin-
gering hope and | trust. dut given
its economic probléms, and rhe iso-
fationist fmood of sts people, the
United Kingdom is expected to con-
tinue to “abdicate itS responsibh:
ries” as a world power. As a vesnlt,
officials envisage a gradual elimina-
tion of NATO activities ‘in the Me-
diterranean, and wish to replace it
with a new alliarice of states more
or less dependeng on ULS, economic
military
Mercenaries
Fourth, given the economic and so-
cial pressures ap home, the US. pov-
ernmeny foresees the Impossibility of
committing more military personnel
abroad, In order to avoid serious op-
position o an  aggressive foreign
policy, to reduce operational costs
of deploying large numbers of Ame-
rican. soldiers and to prevent the re
surgence of ‘“‘nea-isolationisy senti-
ments” in America, the government
15 seeking 10 minimize direct involve-
meng ol American “boys" abroad Dy
making maxhmum use not  only of
technology, but also of mercenaries
and surrogates. Thus, the Mediter-
ranean is wilnessing not only the
emergence ol a “Southern Strategy”,
the application of “Nixon Doctrine”
o0 the Mediterranean, but
special brand of “Viemmamization".
Fifth, iy appears clear that LS.
policy under Nixon prefers the crea-
tion ol regional consiellations of
pro-Western allies baséd on bilateral
ties with the U8, rather than on
formal collettive gecurity pacts la-
under Truman and
This trend is based on Kissin-

aned power,

also a

\'nlli'-‘.’l] l‘_,.:ﬂl.‘ll—
hower,
oer's correcy assessmeny of the disad-
vantages which accrue to the leading
member of formal collective: security
arrangements. A set of allies each
tied by separate bilateral agreements
o the [paramoung power gives ihe

latter manoeuveabilidy land conitrol
unobtalnable Iin colledtive arrange
ments. It 15 a wibute to (he fexi-

bility of this arrangement thay coun
tries such as Muslim Pakistan, Arab
Jordan, fascist Greece, militarist
Turkey can all fit in the same alliance
without cauwsing any €mbuarrassment
to  themselves, ¢ach other, or the
paramount power:

Lastly, iy is noteworthy that, with

the exception of Israel and Pakis-

tan, all the primary agents in  this
configuration ol power are fascist ox
proto-fasersy  governmgnts, Lilose
analysis ol recent U.S. vole in  the
making and survival of regimes m
Greece and Turkey indicates a cons-
cious preference n Washington fan
whay may be described as “develop:
mental fascism”. This preference is
pragmalic aned stems from the quest
Alliance with the U.S

is unlikely 10 be a popular posture

ol '&ffil.lilil}.

in any counry of the region except
Istael (whose population apparently
believes such a relationship. lo e
basic to their security). Henece no
democratic  government can sustain
ip for oo long. Only a tyranny can
keep the lid on popular demand for
a neutralisy or mdependent foreign
palicy. Spain and Portugal are view-
ed as examples of the success  andd
suiatbility for underdeveloped na-
tions of national fascism wedded (o

economic erowth.

{Concluaed)

(From Pakistan Forupn, Ganacda)
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Boek Review

INDIA'S MONOPOLY PRESS
By Sumanta Banerjee
An TFW ] Publication
Paperback. Rs. 7.50

Ar_‘mnlni-s.‘ium appointed il)‘ the
Government of India to look
into the working ol the Indian Press
ahouyp a score of years ago concluded,
an phe styength of evidence before it,
thay a paper owntd by businessmen
or industrialists would adopy edito-
rial policies thut would advance the
interests of moneybags in  general
and/or the panticular business inter
gsts Or conuniuments of 1ts  proprie-
tors. Not only that, when il comes
(o news ilems, ip would just throw
the norms of objective reporting o
the four winds and load them with
the philosophy of the primacy of
privale capital. To arrive a1 exact-
Iy the same conclusion, Mr Banerjee
mxakes n o crosssection study of lthe
reporting of and editorial comment
on certain major “¢vents' in the In-
dian political scene during the years
1969-71 published in the major Eng-
Jishi «lailies. The author calls il
content analysis'—#he am of which
is to draw qualitative conclusions
from quantification of the incidence
of certain ilem or 1téms in the feld
of research. Evidently this method
is a brand of piecemeal empiricism
which is bound o give a distorted
image of the reality,

Each of the nine sections oy chap
rers in this book bristles with quota-
vions from  editorial pieces or re-
ports about “major” issues Dke
the chaoice ol President-elect,
Bank mnationalisation, privy purses
and the midterm poll. The papers
dquoted are the Delhi editions ol
The Stalesman, the Imdian Express,
The Hindustan Temes, The Trmes
of India and Patrviet, The quota-
tions bring home the fact that while
the first ywo spared no paing ©
inderline the precipitous oulcome
of Mrs Gandhi's economic ‘adven-
tarism’ and political ‘expansionism’,
the last one found each and every
move by Mrs Gandhi one definite

the

§

step alter another towards “socialism'
and lauded every ace of hets to the
skies. The rémaining two steered a
cautious middle course, By the Lime
of the mid-rerm poll, The Statesman
and The Indian Express almosy sug
gesied that the people of India had
found oug Mrs Gandhi and decided
to dirch her and her henchmen, while
Patriot harped that the people had
discoveréd i her person their real
leader. The HinduStan Times and
The Times of India \ll_'m']}' gave up
their  newtralist  posture o veer
rotmel steadily towards Indira,

From the appendices, we learn that
while The Statesman was controlled
by the Tatas, Martin Burn, Guest,
Keen & Williams and Mafatlal, The
Indian Fxpress was owned by the
Goenkas and Dalmia. The Hindus-
tan Times was owned by the Birlas
and The Times of India by Sahu
Jain. Therefore while the [our
major dailies are controlled by top
mmmImI}‘ houses, Palriol 1s an ex-
ception in thap its principal share-
holder is no  monopoly house bat
the Dr A. V. Baliga foundation.
Hence its news presentation and
editorral comment were different.
For example, on the eve of the mid-
term poll, ‘againsy the bilter anti
Indira stand ol The Indian Express
and The Statesmman, and the caun-
tious, sit-on-thefence atttude of
The Hindustan Times and The
Times of India, Patriol, My Baner-
jee says, was able 1o give a more ob:
jective pioturdy, pf the developing
situation, What was the situation ?
The zuthor says that phe situation was
one of “vas; upsurge thagy had swept
across the country against the vested
interests’ The authar wants
ns to believe that Mrs Gandhi  was
leading this phénomenal upsurge.
This is where the radicalism of Mr
Banerjee leads us.

That apart, he raises more ques-
tions #han he answers. The ques-
tions are: (1) Why did ¢he mono-
poly houses differ on the issue of
the Congress party splip and Mrs
Gandhi's rise: to power? (2) Why
did The Times of India and The
Hindwstan Times wswerve [rom

their dnuial, anti-Indira line to
cautious and carelul pro-Indira ong
(3 How far did Mrs Gandhi's
aime change the government polig
towards the Ill'.illr)-l_mi}l houses? (
How far did our people really caf
measures  like bank
Honalizauen and aholition of prid

()

for such

]lms-;m-‘? In whay sense coullin

iy,

Indira’s rise to power be at all calle@em

a 'change'? POy

Mr Bancrjee does not answer anfess
of these questions. He is only happi
o chew the old cud ; a paper is aftelile
all the ‘mouthpiece of its  owneish
Because the newdApapler Dusdness [l
a highly capital-intensive alfairv, thegle
owner 15 more often than not a M0k
nopoly house. Fence a

1
T

o

papetand

voices the interests of the monopoliiie

lhouse that controls 1L b
Coming to the analysis of two mislhn
jor English dailies published fromy 1
Caleuua, My Banerjee shows he I
llCI“]('l'.’vi(’I‘t prn‘lc'rr}ding from faliGee ¢
information, they yaised the bogy Ol
Satesman, \\'cle‘wm'king in the TR,
Calentta jus; to undermine the ‘“lelflnse
Governmenyg in West Bengal. Thesths y
two dailies then, particnlarly  Thilees.
Statesman, were working in she 08,

teresy of Indira and her
"Whatever else the Indian monopoigs
Press might be aceused of iy cafiise
never be charged with inconsistency e
—says Mr Banerjee. Unlortunaelys

we cannot say  eveén this for hip

Congressiihin,

il

i

g
(¥

a5 |

He is remarkably silen; on the issnfise
of the spring thunder in Naxalbari@lise:,

pund the reaction of oulr dailies (OEREY'},
that, ‘This slénce 5 very el ayie
quent. [y perhaps also  explainiee
why he underplays the white trTONESS]|
let loose in Wést Bengal by (SRR th

Government in the wike of the peddim e

sant révoly in the State and (he wag

r

the newspapers [prepared an relahGiRe,, -

rate lexcuse for that T
Mr BRanerjee makes much of S8
minor contradiction between the GofsRe |
ernment and the monopoly housclEs pl
or rather between the ('(;111])!':1'_101' hp:
bureaucrat capltal and  compradis ,
capital and complevely ipnored THEsEEES .
real and major contradiction HEEES. .
tween our masses and the combing qu
of the above two, ]. B Gl
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ra line o
re-Inudira on
Gandhi’s p
mment pollg
houses? (4
le really ca
@ bank nif

HE idea of hilming Ashani Sanke!
> wins hatched decade
Hon of priy Since then, it had been going
sise  couliand out of the
- b gll call iplition because many problems

about a
director's con-

il i the way of its realisation
Lanswer ang Wpeated by ' Satyajit Ray lin
3 oni_\‘happ By Of his interviews) —the pro-
MPET 15 altetlmn of secting 4 suitable actress fon
iy ownen principal  female role, the
buisdness (1§ Riiblem of shooting in the villages,
e dffair, the = roblem of the divector’s }Im“-
ATt a4 mosssbation with his  urban  films
a  papergl oy lop of everything may be
€ monopolylis divector’'s own hesftation about
li;._l,h( moment for makme the
Duning the food movement
shed  frong i W66, sked abouy the
hows how
from false
'h{_‘ b!’}g‘\' 0[ .
in the in-
e the 'lefy'
il These
arly  The
in she in.
Congress |

of two ma-Bln
Necessity
tereating the 1943 famine when
aentical crisis was menac g the
iy, Satynjit Ray replied that
it then the thing would be wo
e o lend an element of objecti-
i approach and so he would
Rl 1o do the film at a later date.

it seems a sory of poetic justice
it when the film @t 1ast comes to

nlf‘ll‘?(l}l(ﬂ_}' the spectre of 1948 is again rear-
o = ¥ . L 4

‘f. it Cangmiits head,  Prices are spiralling.
niistency ger and death stalk the country-

ortanately S ond Calcusta pavements are

for ']||'|n. ! filling up with cowds begging
-[Ilt" issue I fod, The thunde: Is 1ol very
Naxalbary .

dailies to
ery.  elo-

e original story of Ashani Sanket
more a prognoesis of the 1943 dis

_explains W than o picture of the disaster
& teror SE and the film is rather faithful
by the S spirip of the original despite
the pea- S 1inor deviations in detail,
the way Village is established in the title-

A jelabo- filience through some  beautifully-

filiposed  static shdts, dimparting
il of “Sonar Bangla" quality to
jle images. The
i PIC peasants and the |:||‘|}lf_\,' of
gangicharan, the only Brahmin in
Earea, is regarded as the guardian-
jigel of the villagers. Gangacharan

h of 3
the Gav.
~ houses
iprador-
1P o

ved 1he

charactets ave

1] I.ll(" "‘.5; on "im'di;]. ¢|L‘{-(-I;'|_i(r1'}_\ and
f’I;J“"" fuite relishes (he awe and reve-
< P C, e of his neighbours and proudly
L1673
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Chocolate-cream Hunger

By A Fizm Crrmic

flaunts his importane to his hyife
Anangd, a woman of nymph-like
charm and papagon of human wvir-
I'he firste half of the hHlm 13
a cameo sketch of (he locale and the

Lucs,

characters, and ghe accent is on
Gangadharan  and the tricks of Iny
But gradually the sleepy wil:
shock

rice-shortage cone

trade. \
lagé wakes np with a rude
when reports of
from outside. The small, sheliered
world of Gangacharan gets a nasty
jolt. The danger soon hits the vil-
lage. Rice becomes scarce ; hegging
A wo-
village
and the film ends

with the shatiering realisation by

amd borrowing do noy help.
man coming from another
dies ol starvation

Gangacharan and his wile that some-
The
lasy shot shows a procession of fa-
mished wmillions slowly lling  np
Iflt' screen.

Satyajii Ray's unesring eye for
detail, his keen sense of proportion
and his usual restraing in depicting
events and emotijons, the spontanejky
of his visual style, in facy all his
artistic virtues are again refleécred in
this film. The slow, lyrical iemner
of his familiar style has given way
to a staccato rhythm and the scenes
never lose dramatic intensity even
when they are hlI'i]l]’l‘{_'l! of false
theatricality. Intense also arve the
moments ofF personal
genial, light-heanted
which the l(’IItIf"g
Gangacharan and  his
handled, or the tense, agonised mo-
ments when the outside world in-
vades the 1dyllic charm of therr inti-
mate life,
sant to look ar, specially the change

body could die of starvation,

drama. the
manner in
scones  héerween

wileé are

The colour is very plea-

of seasons has been n’:liJl.lli':'ti wilh
a pare maftery, registering each
subtle nuance of the chance with
magnificent effecp on the screeén,

The pastoral beauty of the landscape
has also come off with splendid
effect. Not much, however cin be
saitl about the use of colour 1o

achieve a particula

effect, or to highlight the changing
monds in the film as can be seen in
Kanchenjungha. As the il shifis

from s gay, hallf-comic mood o

psycholagical

does
."};([_'11!_.
of a few silhoutttes
Nor

emphasise e

sombre, sad rones, the colow
little 1o
ing the telling us

rellect the chanee

as presages of doom. 5. colour
agtistically used (o
Loria
accentale the gap betwee

dillference of the skin to

| thie o-
cial classes, the Brabnuns and ihe
people of low orvigin (this way par
ol Satyajit Ray's intention for using
colour, as expressecl 1}_\ him in a re

T hey

oxer-indulgen;

15 alsn som
and
purely dtcorative nse of colour, like

cenir interv.ew).
self-conscions,

the parade of a red sari amicd lush
the blue shlirt of Jadu
coittrasted with the red brio ks, wihich
are line to look at s ]l{i_'{q_"l of for-
h]fl'li.‘:ri.'r\ .'1(11||;||';

s1rCen, ox

mal desiens, but
nothing much to the content of the
filin.

Soumitra Chutterjee stands  aut
brilliantly among the mdividul peér-
formers in his pontriyal of . Gan-
gacharan, his odd mixture of crafti-
ness and tender feelings, his pangs
ol consclence when he has
1o anything to get a bagtul of
and his final, helpless surrender 1o
t‘.it:.'bl.inly, all these difficulr shades of
his character are beautiinlly
veyed though his sensitive acling,
In fact, Soumitra Chatterjee's Ganpa-
charan perfectly embodies the arche-
type of the common man, the firs]

L0 :-lﬂl‘li..i

rice

Con.

and easiest victim of all socio-econo-
mic clisasters.  Bup in spite of his
oWtdtandng  achievement, the hand-
HI'J:\.'_ of ather

effective,

[alze

characters is nop al-

Babita, looks and
with her  chncolate-
cream bearing and  wban
iy 1s sm'[n!xiug why the thrector has
not put dialect into heyr lines while
Soumitra’s dialeql pendering is re-
markable and there is no indication
of Ananga's upbringing)
and the mmor village-types lack the
authentic rouch. Only .‘éulhlizl\-n Ray
and Gobinda Chakrabarti manage
to invest their roles with some ore-
dibility.

ways
\.nIIIlllw
iction

urban

)
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Form and Countent

But a Satyajiy Ray flm
just be lep off with a
mic discussion about

cannot
mére acade-
its artistic vir-

When Ray
makes a film, a certain level of for-
mal excellence is taken for granted
and the assessment

ties o drawbacks.

should not  be
Cinemitic
musy always bd
theve in the work of a master like
Itim,  And makes a fHlm
about an important social rssue like
the 'H3 [amine che conteny becomes

listed o a
uaginigy

listine Of
which

when he

as importang as the form itsell and
the film should be judged in ils
totality, by the achievemeny of the
ulirmate goal, the harmony between
form and And  this is
where Ashani Sanket, in spite of its

content.

fsoliated moments ol arfistic oreat-
ness, fails to have any crushing im-
pact on the viewers as a socta]l docu-
menlt, Now has wone wirong
with the film and what has happened
to its maker who in the pasi
sovial sasas hike ws the Apu wilegy ?

In s Iatesy film, Ray has gone
back 1o the village as he

whiay

gaye

has again

chosen Bibhuwtibhiusan w be his
source-material after a considérable
gap of time. But between his first

filim. many
things have intervenéd, changing his
esitire  attitude. He has  become
much inhibited in his approach,
miuch too chary of showing life m

an latesy feature

the raw, tying to avoid ghe seamy

sicle and the ruthlessness in poreray-
ing both the oljective and the sub-
jective world which made the palogy
so much real, shredding off the ro-
mantic swectie-pie of Bibhutibhusan's
u:'i;e‘_il!.‘ll
his system,
trays Satyaiiy Ray's
sion to  beau ify

mellow down every cmotion and 1o
stretch his theory of understatement
to a dead end where
and situations lose ¢heir rationale o
mativation, From the very
ning when  Ananga looks ap some
bombers and compares them to some
beautfal storks eliding across  the
sky 1o the last sequence when the
processton of FEanine-suicken people

gone oLy of
Sanheq be-

outlook has
Ashan:
airimg  aobses.
evegything, (o

actions

heein.

10
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looms on the horizon and Apanga
disclosing her pregnancy to her hus.
band, her flippant  attitude coni-
pletely washing out the tragic effect
ol the momentous las; shot, the film
constantly ‘wlies to tone down the
elfect of the mmpending catastrophe
and soak cverything and everybody
m a kind of dewy-eyed innocence.
During the frsg half, this approach
goes in mmne with the materal, but
in the second half, (his is definitely
disturbing and the harmony be-
tween form and conteng is lost, This
téndency of pre tification has a dis-
astrous 1| effact on  characterisation
also, -and even the tragedy of a
village woman selling her body for
food lacks poignance, the wvillage
women's search for food in the jun.
gles becomes a sort of pienic excur-
sion, the final death and the
erosion. of human values when 2
el steals [ood from the dead rurns
into' a dumb alfair. There are at-
tempes at lingoducing kordid ele-
ments with a vengeance, such as the
looting of the grainshap which 1S
badly staged and does not sevve any
effective purpose and an atiempied
rape scene that is ‘Ythoroughly we-
dundant, except, :may be, for the
diréctor's dedire to smear the screen
with the streams of Eastman colouy
blood. Even the the use of titles,
headlines and newsphotos to indi-
cate the price-rise and the pdvancing
famine fails to click, because i does
nol origiate from the Basic approach,
which s an fdealised picture ol
pastoral Bengal and the gleaming
embgllishments ol the surface hide
the complesgities and the gyrmness
ol an agonised sodiety,

Commenting on Sukhdev's India
'67, Satyajit Ray once said (hay he
: driterested 1 Sukh-
dev's accent on the contrast between
rags pnd riches in a developing In-
dia, buy he wa5 fascinated by the
subtle excellence of the wvisual de-
tails brought alive on the screen by

was not much

Sulghdev's camera and editing. This
attitude, oftén the easy escape for the
ivory-tower  aesthete, colours his
own approach in Ashani Sanket, In
his preoccupation with [ ywmalistic

f rpsvick.
exercists, he skirts important sofskine |
: : ; B
issues, avoids making statements Bl itional
taking sides. But wheén yon mukifiees mee;
film ‘abour a  majbr social evelie slapsi
mere observarion and reporting SEnaced b
not tnough, reflection and pPosile furnitw
assertion of your views are abso i

_ ) Bpresent
rative.  When Ray announced $pnustion.
plans of making AShani Sanket, §yey is -als

all hoped that this timé he willgns in ih
use his consummate artistry in ferdenits,
truthful and stark reareation: of B
umportant chapeer in our social

tory.

thgnnist
ons and
We all hoped thar we wo £y into
again find the man who stood WEEs introd
his head high leading the silent piegts, the
cession in memory of the food SISSA as th
vement y 466G, Bur i8eamelies,
the procession has marched forwiges exper

MAareyrs m

I'he leader has straggled hehind 8 petience
Bengali o
A New Talent fleasure 1o
The her
RS- Lrgtine
e hims

The essence of the classp
comedy s Mdepivikl Trony the &
maly in the human condition SESS ool ¢
Chidananda  Dasgupta in  his S o i
feature venture Bilel Pheratl has g
e a big risk in choosing a 11§
situation which lhas

@inter an
i clesipni

; : new s
worst of worn-otry cliches ghrough Boses 1o

cnrrent use. He has based his Ber Lhey
on a comie treatmeny of the pred o

. o
ment which three young mén,
chavacars of 'thy thiree  Kkliflerie g
stories in the film. find themselved B e poe
on (their weturn from abroad. ple an
: been ;|.l.]-;- ta 11kt ik him
('nm(_‘n:um.nhw:l . 'U;'!nlllrl-!lhlt Bl in ()
fmtn_ the level of mediot Tty i;-_.- el in his
sopphisticated approach lo the sulifgs 3 the b

bacomt:

stage L

Dasgupta hay

enlivening ig with flashes of v

LRt 1n L
and verbal wit. He has noy pillagsgss .
his chaacters, noy has he puyg d Einnt pl
on a pedestal. He has foousse Bctium.
the real dilemma whidh ont IS ¢

on ¢omung back home ;lII'TL'l' d squalb
years ol absence in the .‘s\ est, SRR fon
fdeling of a peculiar void, a SRS o .
of non-belonging, the attempld Wine A
re-identification  and bridemg e tvoca
aup beiween the the past and

swesent orientation, The dipd

PeE : For Fron
has done it well through a ol ULA
nation of an intelligent comedyiSss Bj“
manners, a stinge ol black hu :ﬁadn
and some creative piece of boisiaas =

BRI TEME
SEPTEMBER [, S
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Rtk
|portant SOy

statements
T yod makel b, e on
social elvell slapstick

He has been successful in
the twa  wends. the
flilonal comedy and the slapstick
a  common eround
always
Cdmmced by some inanimate objects;
- and positi@furiture and the padgets (o him

comedian s

reporting

are also ini IEsen | the anomalies of his
innounced on.  The 1 wradivonal comic

e Sanket,
me he wo
Artstry in
Teation of
our social I
hat we wou

i also haunted by contradie-
s m the shape ol

l ldﬂ]l &,

some ahsurd
Dasgupta has placed his
Bteonists nosome anomalons Sitga-
e and’ (o infuse the glapstick ele-
| ito his narrative pattern, he
ho stood wilk
the silemt p
the fooc 1ol
66, But alf
rched forwad
ed behind.

fitroduced some conaete ob-
& the)  bull,
ol s the representations of those
Mislies. The result of this com-
expériment is a breezy screen
ptience and  when the
gl cinema is inoa rul, it 48 a
Esle 10 welcome a new :aleni.
e hera of the st episode is a
s trained pamter trying to relo

himsell into the Indian situa-
iand to adjum with his moody
ibmodizh | wife, A  pavt-tnne
ity and a wholedtime advertis-
Pssigner, he feels lost in
new set-up. But a bull which
poses 1o chase the couple when-
o they are on @ scooter-ride,
“evebyithing for him. To
pige his wife who thréatens Lo
it i unless the bull 45 gop rid
meer  different
[ﬂl' and the experiences he has,
e him a fecling lof
Wl in (he
i his private, emotional ‘world
withe bhull  becomes the catalytic
gl tn this process,  So

the ‘donkey amnd

iverage

the c¢lassig
ot the jan
condition 4
a in his i
herat has 18
15.i.ﬂj1f a
become
ies through
based his
of the [:l'(-!(“
ng men,
re¢  klifieas
themselves
'ILH")-I[I
e (o life Ol
rrmula-matery
fiocrty by
iy (he "‘“'I".i L
shes ol wvi
s noy pillon
he pug 1l
as focussed
high, one 1
e after  1d
1 West,
voud, a se
1€ atlernpis
bridging
ipast and.

rig often

inyes

e poes  oul 1o

involvement
outer objective world

much 50
fien ! the bull is pac ked off to some
flint place, both feel a sense ol
The intimate,
fes; the couple’s little quarrels
il ﬂ]uaiai]h!\ and the ultimate re-
clliation have been treated with
rty and  rtestraing  and  with
fuine flair for vidnal elegance,
it evocative photography, specially

I domestic

The direy . 2
weh a conll Frontier contact
& DPUULAR BOOK STALL,

Nt ¢ v \
1:1-";:“:::;1'1' fir Bank of India,
: iaclra,

¢ of boistel
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textures ‘of the indoor
commendable feature-
camera debut by Dhruvajyeti Basu,
a Poona Institute alumunus) and a
buy effective use of music
have added 1o the impact of the fi1m.
The bull-chase sequences could have
been better staged and the pointless
Paris ashback Hiore
horrid by erude back-projection de

the delicate
scenes (d

sparing,

seenes, made

vices, should have been cut out alto.
opfher,

The [n'imi]ml character ol the se-
11|i!1l|tf||l.
!1I1]
s the washerman's

Lthe
America-returned itown-plannery

this (hete

cond story is music
noire
donkey who disrupts his nightly lis
Western
) There
are mmnents of roarving laughter as

teniing sessions of classical
music by demoniac  velling.
the hero chases up the donkey to the
Mozart’'s arvia or his
cious persuasions ol the washerman
him (o wain up
donkey as a human being, hut on
the whole this has a halting
pact, repetitive situations and a
iracting  tendency towards fake
social satire which fails 10 go with
the direcror's concepiuzl framework.

tunes ol tena-

requesting his

hlm

The director’s soctal commment has
come out mosy effectively in the
third episode which describes the

miserable plight of an Oxonian who,
aftey a couple of stints af some res-
pectable jobs. has Ser up the inde-
pendent husiness of supplying blood
fertilisers. Hs
divuleed the nature of his business 1o

for making lias not

his family, a bunch of conservalive

arislocrats “-hn l.\'nulll furn {1I1|| ol
of the house if they ever learned (li
truth.

500N

Everything goes well bug mon-

5 A
becomes the monster and (he
problem o storing and drying the
hlood the hera in the lace
and the business becomes a
“bloody” one, The
mately defeated and reconciles him-
sell (0 a cushy executive job, The
portfayal of the hero’s struggle to
build up a future for himself bears
the director’s concern for realism
and the of the hnal
collapse of His dreams pointing to
the economic realities of the big
fish swallowing ‘the small
highlight the filmimaker's sense ol
social purpose.

stares
real

herp 15 wuli-

delineation

ones

Paritosh Sen’s
Exhibition

SANDIP SARKAR

ARITOSH Sen's  exhibition a1
the Bula Academy from 14t
o 27th Aucust  showed wvs = onoe

more thay ap filvyhive he is full of
youllhful
and versatility,

cnergy, fdeas;, exuberance
I'he exlnbition was

on a big scale, having mostly large

and mediim size canvases, a lot ol
superl drawings, gouache and few
specimens. of graphics. Over and

above this there was a lllr.’l'|!;|nit:||
1_1:111!;s]:linn called “The Toy".. A
paper-pulp man, looking like a very
aged version of Paritoshh Sen, was

made o ride a cycle by préssing a

button. Every one stond puiping,
chrilled to the

much easier 1o

core, for this was

found understand
than Paritosh Sen's painting.

In this lexhibition Pamiosh Sén
has changed his theme but nothing
fundamental besides, He has develop
ed the path he sey out on, and widen- g
ed and metalled it
by the imagery of cyclist and motor:
(\.¢_]m. the frenzy of speed, the dash

ing bravado, the cynical carelessness

He 15 fascinatetl

for one’s own lle and that of others
the Blind competitiveness of racing

on wheels, (the loss of balance and \

the accident W falling down. Tle
is attracted irresistibly by the men
on whedly and thetyr reckless dave

through
the

devilry becomes a symbol
which he
social issues.
passion for speed, action and effort

wants (o comimnent on

It 18 these men's hlind

at self-projection (ap the bottom of
an insecure feeling ahout
thay draws Pari-
He uses them as
symbols to commen; on the senseless
violence thay grips men periodically
at the individual as well as national
and international levels,

It i5 nteresting to note thay when
the wheelers have recognizable faces
they look like the very image of

which 1s
their mascolinity)
tosh Sen to them.

Paptitosl. Sen. There are on€ or
two exceptions. The resy do  not
11
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It sefms a»

have (dentifiable faces
if Paritosh Sen 18 trying to come to

gripsy with his own wviolence and
that of others. trying to understand

it

The drawings are done in |oose
flexible hines which Seem to have
the ppinning  ‘movements of . the

wheels, not having rhythm so much
as 2 kind ol The
movement of (he wheels takes up (he
teral and the spatial inter-
ludes are olten (ew and far

motion whole
Canvas
h]'[‘,\.'.”'."il
mad obsession ol
motion and speed. On alhey
feach yndividuadl seems to be
empathy.

—stontfying the
' the
hand
left with no emotion O
The wildness of self.centred Iife and
ll:t-&'\l.l')ll moves them on, leaving no
ction OpF Interper.

room for Intiosy
sonnl relationship. To ¢ mpfhasize this
Paritosh Sen has madly dipped his
l‘_ll"]il'-h ;ll!'.} covered |}lt' canvases with
vellow,

riotous colouwrs—yermilion,

blue, sape and sap green, violet, all

wmanifest thetr brilliince apd  one
wanders whether ¢he theme of vio-
fence thereby bacomds @ bt 1oo
sweed,

Paritosh, Sen is a mature  and

powerful artist, cay able of dging so
many things, Indeed, ghe tricks are
at his finger-tips, Moreover he care-
fully 1akes note of all that is hap-
; pentres around
ihle
structure of his
with all his

pening in othey ary
the world and he 1s
inte the
own style.  However,
wifts Paritosh Sen somehow daoes not

at the deepest

{0 Assimi

them mto

overwhelm the viewer
level, In fact it
when somoone 1s
perience. cruchity ol (‘\,!-t't"«:-iu:il
Paritosh Sen,

CVen Seers '|Tr;li

moved by an ex-

(LN 5

fiot stand in the way

on the other hand, is very \-r!-lll"li-

For Frontier contact
BANKURA NEWSPAPER
AGENCY,
Lokepur,
P.O. & Dist. Bankura,

'I‘U

cated and charming, able to express
what he sees and feels, buy one comes
away [rom this exhibition with mix-
ed feelings,

And vet one must admip he does
nop paint pretty piatures, pain; o
guile ‘prospective buyers. He 15 un-
like s \urlth".'-i| orariés in “l'lhi and

Bombay who are in the picture-
making trade. However, he s one
sunibirity with them, he hay seemr
ingly rejected  tradition and leen

Over almost { mnI:Ie:!r Iy hy
art. It mighs be
belonzs (o the ‘intelli-
llk‘li\r'lf Rus-

Western-irained

wion
Western

sa1dd thar he

norms ol

oentsia’, a word from
ston which means
intellectuals who felt alienated from
the Raussian society and government
of the 19th century, Today
svientists use the word as a tool to
Waestérn
Toynbee

social

explain  confrontation of
and non-Western cultures.
describes the intélligentsia as a “class
of linison officers who have learnt
intmsive civiliza-
I think Innh;!hl'\,
the rerm  intellisentsia  might be
helpiul in understanding  Paritosh
Sen and certain "ofher arusts in In
dia today. They have assumed the
role of being “born to be unhappy”
and then weak-
ness may well spring from this. [

the tricks of an

tfon’s trade...”

strength and thei

is the total rejection of their artis
them  and
indivi-

tic heritage that isolates
them to grope for an
dualistic expression tl
eXpPeriences,
1 might be askecd

forces
iz would con-
iy

vey their
In this context 1

whether the men on wheels have any

relevance (o the potal Indian situa-
tion, whether the imagery is forced,
and to a large extent unreal, for how
can these men on wheels represent
the teeming millions ol Indians who
eke ouyp living below the subsistence
relevance  they

level 2 Thhe only

1:.5_’_:]'” have is to the Westernized
Indians—they aré hardly Indians.
I think this 15 the reason for Paritosh
Sen's partiul failure in spite of his

sparkiing brilliance,;

Clippings

Fighting Drought

The people ol Haiyvate counts
North China curbed the w
drough; in their Living memory
putting up a 50-tday stubborn 1§

I'hey

sowing ol awtumn-harvested o

this sprine |1r!n}||t"'l__'=_1

according (o plane  and
l[f'!ilx Nnow r._rt;Jt'l the t!’-[').l('f':! fie
The drought lasted 17 months
central Shansj
unusually

this couniry. in

vince. Following an
vear, no snow or rain fell in (he

Many
hve m

fhive months of this vear

tions of the country's

rivers had dried op by the tims

the 1973 spring  sowing
there  'was mo  water 1n
smaller reservoirs, FEighty per
of the land, most of which %

If.l(‘--_\!i !li”", was 100 drv o st'm'f
The drousht was a severe
for the county. Tt had dh
between the two  alteriatives
wait for rain and yield to naturs
to fight it squarely. Acting acd
Mao's revolugl
county  Comm

ing o Chajrman
ary line, the
Party commitiece deg teled 1o moly
the Il'un:'-]t- 1o highy 1he :Ir.nlg‘h;..
relying on their collective streng

A lthoush 1972 1
[all was onlv one<hith of normal
county aphidved a good  han
averaging 7.09 tons per hectare
The o

cited this i cill

the countv's

profractéd  strugzle.
party committet
on the peaple (o continue the b
for another good harvest this v

Cadres From the county down
the commune level jpinedithe o

maue H'N'thii'\' I-!l | ’II:U“'I'I]“'EN
water from g
holes to fields
irucks, tractors, b
Lranspo
Men
women carrying buckels of watet

l!'li'_{l] Loy move
wells and water
steady flow of
and

watep along motor roads,

carts pughcants

shoulder poles filed 1mto long qui

up hillside footpaths.
The watchword was; b

every drop of water o the frelde

SEPTEMBER i, |

Tuxurs

nchieve a f
i lamation”
An oo
lincd (15 m
' p.!t' had 1§
Buckets of
rouned e
earried by
ol hundre
Bgures shoy
minghoen o
While:
fiehy the ¢
pomniiveee
Sations at ;
o 3 Lhar 1
quaie Test
that there
tesy for the
gelay after I
tsova heans
Aoodles mi
four are a
Al
el o
,tnlainu wil
lower-mide
ANy  sus
Lomomume
glifficu Jues
fead (he
My spell.
“The so
Mecrive o
mtead even
e, We o
ithe  droup
umliies of
In the
Nionism at
|1'|'][‘ Hsivay
las led
e trash
i handinl
tion
fther poli
e pnasses
bl 1he pe
Mess and
% the cac
huttle s
peaple
asm-Mao
lncu\‘f sLr
y Thts b
anm  Ne
ardded, th
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feve & full stand of seedling ex
RiLion .

bodn order to sow mou of
IR (15 mow to a hecrare) , the peo-
W to bring in at least 200
fi1s of That meant 100
o trips with two water buckets
st by shouldey pole for g total
hundreds of  kilometres. The
its show (he revolutionary deter-

one

ught

ronll B
o oty Water.

ithe
memonry
hliorn okt

Iiit"l el 2
sted  crolREMILN of the peeple.
|I|.\;lll‘i }.’d"]lllt mobilizing  1he p(‘{;pl: 10
raced fiek the drought, the county panty
months itteee asked the party organt

fions at all levels in Hsiyang 1o see
il that the people would have ade-
e rest and eay welll It decided
it there should be two  hours ol

i [of the commune members every

Shansi pa
usually @
in the il
Many 8

five g

He timemmmalter funch. Iy also stressed chat
wing & g beans should be grown well since
o glles macle of sova bean and maize
¥ per iz are o local favourite.

AT 8 At  mectines held on  the
TGO SO commune Lo discuss ways of
severe 18 gapine: with the drought, poor and
w  diomgeecmiddle  peasants put forward
wives - MDY suggestions and agked the

ammune parly commiiee to “Lurn
llicules into a ‘motive force’” and
i the masses in pvercoming the
iy spell.

S The socialisy system and ¢he col-

v pature
ing: acco
revo! vt
Comm il
to mobili
droughy: §
¢ Strensy h
1972 vaiil
normal, ofif
. hanve
eclare !
& O
»in eallm
the Datdl
this yea
y down
dithe cof
moth cam
om 'nrives
- fields.
toys, hord
Ll':lnipm'l
Men anl
f water ¢
')ng quen

L‘((ni(::'[]}' stand us n good
Mitid even in years of natural disas-
i We will do all we can (o fight
Bl dioughy however greap the. diffi
Milties of exelamation” they vowed.
It the camipaign (o criticize revi-
Biiism and rectily ghe style of work,
i |[.‘j\l..t?lj-'; county 1::!”1_..' cominiitee
repudiating

-y
cnve

i led the people in
Wiie trash thay history s created by
fandful of heroes, an idealis; no-
it spreacdd. by Liv  Shao-chi and
Biher political swindlers that brands
e masses a5 a mob. This has rais-
iml]'l_i.t'}ll CONSCIONS.
s ancl their confidence.
the cadres put it, the anti-drought
itle 15 a4 proof that the labouring

Bl the people’s

imcréased

Prople armed with Marxism-Lenin-
-Mao ‘Tsetung thought have im-
pimse strengh and wisdom.

This battle was mnog a defensive
e, New imigation facitities were
Bilded, thus laving  the foundation

- [ -
e ficlds

R |, 19§
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for further progress. The people in
Heiyang lasy year completed more
than 1,000 irrigation projects, enlarg-
ing the firigated area by 1,280 hec
tares. This spring they buily irriga-
tion facilities for another 800 hectares.

(Hsinkua)

Another Countryside

Comrade Ivan Prihodko was nearly
beside himsell when he jumped ofl
the Kharkov gram at the whistle stop,
[His native village where he was zoing
his parents after a long ab
sence, matty Ukrainian
lages, strapeled along a single lane
for miiles parallel to the railway line

o see

like so vil-

one mile away.

F'he helds between were I-l.m[:'tl
with winter wheat, now nearly ripe
for harvest. On the other side ol
the line was a cement factory. What
took Tvan aback was Lhe appearance
ol the ficlds.

The waving grain was ¢riss-crossed
by a myriad of footpaths as though
each individval minded peasan:
family had beat@g " separate path

from their door fo the railway and.

the c€ment
many of the village people work:

When Ivan asked why there was
such a multiplicity of paths, the
laconic answer “We have no
other way of reaching the railway
and the cement factory,” Later put.
ting the editors of the mnewspapes
Country Life i the picture. Ivan
asked indignantly:: “Why could not
the factory proyide its workers with
a single footpath so as not to trample
underfoot the most precious “thing
men possess, namely bread ?"

factory beyond, where

Was;

... ODuher cases from far aheld
wer€ cited by the paper. A tele-
gram' from a remote arvea of the

Urals complained thay private cattle
OWners p;u;un:tl their cows in the
wheay and corn fields and nobody
did anything about 1t, despite strin-
gent laws. There were other com-
plaints of tractors, lorries and even
comhine. harvesters being driven
through the ripening grain.

These many instances highliglhu

one of the mam difficulties the Soyiet
régime  maust cope€ with  reducing
waste through human carelessness
Much has heen done since the days
about a decade ago when a car corjd
be driven hundreds of miles over
threshed grain spread on the paved
roadway to dry, Buy much yemaing
to be done to prevent Joss not only
in the fields but also in transponta-
tion and delivery. (Edmund Stevens
m The Times, London).

Letters

‘Voices Of Revolt'

Abhinava Gupla places some ques
Lions the revolutionary
and poels of Wesi
Frontier, 18:8.1978). "I
so indillerent to

before wril-

erg Bengal
they ate
poetry as a crall
medinm 2
If they do not believe in depth of
feeling and thought, orviginality  of
mmagery and diction -why should they
pracliser GCannot their purpose be
served mudliberter by pamphlets
and | handbooks? Is iy nol sheey
wrealive vanity thay leads phem 1o
waste paper and other materials in

\-\'!In_\' cdo they choose this

composing such stuff? Do they not
waste their time oot

In his ‘New Démocratic Culture’
Mao Tse-tung says, “All (he new
political, new economic and new
cultural

forces in

forces are  revolutionary
China (in Indi—AM.)
and are opposed to the old pelitics,
and old culture,. The
old ghings are composed of 1wo
parts : China's (India’s—
AM.) own semi-feudal politics, eco=

old economy

one 1§

nomy and culture and the other ds
|I1I1I"r<_’l'lili|%{ economy ;!'Hll

politics, .
culture, with the latier leading the

alliance. All theése are evil and
should be completely destroyed, The
strugple  hetween the new and the

old in Chinese (Indian—A.M.) so.
ciety 15 a struggle between the new
forces of the p.:np!r._ the various re-
volutionary and the old
forces of imperialism and the feu-
dal classes.”

Mr Guptia’s standpoing on the new

classes

13




e —

e

¥ e—

lorces and theiv culiure 15 quiie dif
ferent

We welcome all sovis of
new lorces engaged in making revo.
Intionary culture.  We should  of
conrse discuss and crivicize the re-

should

yoluttonary culture, fop its  growth
and development, buy never
demn it like Mr Gupta,

Mr Gupm  wrote, in an artrele,
Sereqms across the Comfields’, "I
appears Ram Basu I'l."']ﬂ'lli:ir- to the
political scene of the last few years
with sympathy and a feeling ol loss.
Flis ithotughts and feelings are both
amd  common to all”
But the poem, 'Do notr wail' is a
reactioniry one Ram
Kanamachli is not ap all progressive.
When the revolutionary class of In-
dian people was hightmg againd the

con

inchividual

Basty's

yvranny and oppression ol the ruling
class, and we all know such revolu-
Lonary bound to be
fﬂtul;‘l_\_', Am Basu lnmoents r|I(‘. |.'!|()-1'II{-
shed. 'smell of blood haunts my so-
litade’, i.c., happy ymiddleclass so-
Inude. When the revolutienaries
were fighting their palitical enemies,
: writes, ca mad killer leays,

fighting is

Pasn

oy ol rﬁ}'.nwn heart and slaysimes,
Like all #he escapis Poets Mi Basir

finds his last resort in nature, "What
Ty wounds except
else i'_nn‘l'f\-inq

salve
Whay
plunge into the depth of eyes ol
what else by this, can re-
Nature?™ Rightly Mi
Basu's [eelings
and thoughts are It is
nop clase le€ling but individoal, and
all'. The comment is
a' paradox We know class feeling.
Bus we do nog know that such feel-

else
love

can
by

another:
im me to
Gupta admits that
‘individual'.

‘common Lo

and thoughts are common 1o
all te. classless. Can a 'revolution-
ary’  criti like Mr ‘(3upta explan
how alasdess, commonddo-all  leels
ings and thoughts are possible in 2

jll_’:"'.

cliass society?

Mr Gupta admires overwhelming
Iy the works of Kamal Mazumdar.
Fle wrote in ‘an amicle (Fromtier
July 21, '78), “Thus of all modern
Bengali writars, Kamal Mazumedar
alone e abie to feel man’s éxile and

futility  (italics added) and evoke

chandra,

FRONTIER

the feeling, ... Buy aldeady he has
achieved somethiing in iy stories
which 15 extraordinary and rar¢ in
Bengali... And he succeeds
than any other Bengali writer.”

Is Kamal Mazumday a progressive
Poes he portray the will
Does he write for
the people? Is his language easily
understandable? No. Then how
does a ‘revolutionary’ crige com-
that Kamal Mazumdar 15 an
extraordinary writer, a  successful
How does he speak ol
man’s—classless  man's—exile and

more

wrirer?
of the people ¢

ment
writer?

Futility ?

On ghe contrary Kamal Mazum-
dar expresses, in An antigue vaca-
bulary that is understood even
by educated people, thoughts
feelines thay coincide with those ol
the imperiallist and feudal rulers.
Fle, however, serves the compridol
and the feudal establishments.

Mr Gupta’s statement goes, ""The
old middle class was stronger bresd
though under Woreign domination,
whatever the reason, and its ¢uliy-
ral pooducts were much  better,
founting mmong fts cultural leaders
writers like Madhusadan, Bankim-
Riabindranach, Saratchan.
dra and Manik Banerjee.”— (Voices
of Revolt). From wher¢ does Mr
Gupta learn tha; Rabindranath be
llonged 1o ‘the middle class? We
should reassess the roles of Muadhu
sudan, Bankimchandra and Rabin.
dranath. Otherwise we cannot lay
ithe foundation stone of a revolu-
tionary culture. As recards the poli-
tical role of Chay Adhyay Rabindra-
nath proved himself anti-national
while the mational struggle for In-
dia’s liberty was on.

Let us remember Mao's <ootrine.
“Imperialisy culture and semi-feudal
cultnre are affectionate  brothers.
who have formed n veactionary al
liance to oppose Chinas new cul-
e, This culture
serves rmperidlism fendal
classes, and  must AWy,
Uinless ig is swept away, no new cnl-
jure of any kind can be buily up.
The new culture and the reactionary
are' Jocked M a  dife-and

10y
and

reactionary
and the
be swept

cultuwe

death struggle: there is no ¢
uruction without destruction, no
lease withouy restraint and no
vement  withony rest.” ... “Sof
works ‘which are completely ré
tionary from the political point
view may ve€t be of arot
merit.  But the more artistic =4
a work may be, the greater harm
it do to the people, and the m
veason for us to reject it — (On é
and Literature)

We have 10 rejeoy the reactiom

SOme

culture of ouy heritage and also
the present time, Without re
tion there can be neo altunment,

Buy Mr Gupta praises reaction
authors like Kamal Mazumdar, r
sionist poers like Ram Basu
lande the {deal of Rabindrans
He [ails to realise growll
India's revelutionary culture,
always ponders over and stressss
the confent, T
is why his view 15 pneside—suli
tive. He poses to be a ‘revolut
ary” critic, offers his advice to
})ri_);frt_-hsi\i_‘ writers  just  like
Narxist’, bt all this s futile
he is a teactionary critic is cl
revealed 1 his artigle, Voiced
Revalt’,

the

form neglecting

Apr MurksaorpHl
Calg

How Many Notes ?

Refer to your editorial  Anol
Anniversary (August 18) . When
Gandhi came Lo power, the note
culation 1 the country was arol
Rs. 4,800 and the samg
now Rs 5591 crores (IhGth Au
1973) and Rs. 10,000 cra
Ihe comparison between the rise
prices with “doubling of ol
supply" therefore becomes ba

crores

nol

Our sole agent in Bangladesh
CHALANTIKA BAIGHAR
14, Banglabazar
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