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REVOLUTIONARY STALEMATE

F‘i'__r;{ three Syuceessive weeks now Trance 180 the grp of & revolutonary

eralemate,  Neither the oracular prenouncements of a General di
Gaulle nor the pentyfogeing manoeuvres af the Leh cin hoodwihe
the stnkimg j.wllll? af the country. e Governmentt gu-.'LLTiL'.Il y ;:fn:,\:d
iiself out. It is altermating threats with carrofs and prupesmg ever new
solutions almost twive o weeks  After propesing university relorm 1 Wan

(he censure wmotion in the National Assemhly; after conceding & e demants

of the upion leaders it thopghn that the workers would refurn 10 work:

en this <id

' ; I hte :
gof work, o referendim was proposed; now s 100 16s
1
i

been abandoned in favour of géneral election. For the ficst tme too the

Coullists are busy argamazing themselves . while the General ig hinted ot
i | e
!

Pt Tl Tl LR

the }‘--l-'-»'.l‘ll; uzz of e srmed forces to bong

The country has

impressive number of policemen, 'of special

(popularly known #s5 the CRS<thogs), ol pendaormes and over i (ULREr
nillion in the armed forees Bur the later js composed maimniy of Hon-
professional nationsl servicemen who are unfikely 10 vemure noy sacrificos
for the sake of de Ganlle. Thus even il the General seems  determined

1o held on 1w power, it is by no meians oo

he has the necessary

mcans 10 imooese his will.

Inside the Left Esiablishment the CP seems to be it & predicamens
at least as poeat as that of the Geperal, I[ts official Iing has not basiedlly
undergotie #ny change during all (hese wecks The Communisis nre maimiy
banking on 1 common platform with the remainder of the Lefi Establishment
1o establish a “national union of democratic forees”, to gquote ‘a favourte
phruse of the CP leaders, True; some of the Communist leaders have

called for certain oreanic changes in the process of decision-mak

level of the firm or of the nation. But neither the Left Establishment @8
4 whole nor any significant part of it, envisnges a change in the style Ol
g{}'\."L‘I'nTIICnI_

On_the other hand. the Left parties are hopefessly left behind by
the youthiul revolutionarics. Off and on the latter are attacked by the
CP iy 3 most yicious u..:g,aon[_\' to be solicited in the maost abjeet unanner
the very next day. The yagaries of the CP are not just a reflection (of
the vacillating leadership; it Is dictated equally by fears of disinfogrmtion.
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For, in the course of the last couple of
weeks, the rank and file of the pary
have bitterly _gnticized the 1op; one

or two important Jjeaders of the
CGT have resigned. A mere fissore
in the party may not be the hest for
the suecess of the revolution: a woll-
Knit party with 4 rejuvenated lea-
dership could be the single most wel-
ceme development in the coming days,

Revolutionary students and workers
wve so fay made popula
gty and imagimalion
Locol revolutiopary or action com-
mifecs have provided an  ad-
mimble leadership: some g
oohicsion  and <ooperalion  between
them his been achieved so that act-
vities have often been synchronized
over the country as a whole. Uln-
mately, they hope to form a Central
Commiittee of Revolutionary  Action
Ibat will exist, # Ia Sovier model. as
# seal of dual power,

The  question.  today is how
long the swlemate will continue.
[he: revolutioparies beligve that time
15 with them; de Guulle seems for
onece ‘ta agree with them, it we go by
the plethora of his proposuls to end
the crisis. Will he now in despair
actually. mobilize his troops? Can the
CP stll sit back in the vicuum. okits
gogma of peacefyl transition
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No Restraint To Match

The Paris talks abowr Vieinam have
mude predictably little progress, Pre-
daiginbly, oo, the Americans are
blaming it on the North Vietnamese,
whose only fault, as far as one can
set. Has heen to stick to the position
they eléardy stated when they agreed
to the talks, All that Hanoi agreed to
distuss was an unconditional end to
American hombing and all other acts
of war pgainst Nopth Vietnam, The
Americans want this step 10 be condl-
tonal  vpon  de-gscalation of the
fighting in South Vietnam or perhaps a
slowing down of North Victnamess
assistance  to the South’s National
Liberation Frotit. If they wero deter-
mined not to end the bombing uncon-
dittonelly, they should not have begun
Hus elaborate exercise in Paris. By

L.
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agreeing o discuss what - Hanol had
specified as the central subject for the
Pans pacleys, they commitied them-
selves o negotiating an unconditional
end 10 the bombing. But now they are
trying fo o back on this commitment
un the plea that their “restramt” ix
ot being “matched by restmint in
Hinoi",

What restraing hias the United States
shown so far? Some #reas in North
Vietnam: have besn  exempted from
the acral assanll, bul this aréi-wise
limiiation has not reduced the intens
ity of the bombing that has continyed
over much ol the countyy, Nor has
there been uny let-up in the atlacks on
the Vietcong, or for thal matter on
South Vietnam's  civil population in
the fame of miding saspected Viet
cong strongholids: In fact, the arca-
wise Hmilation was  immediately
tollowed by a massive intensilication
ol these assavlts in hoth Narth and
South Vietnam. For Hanoi or the
NLF 1o slacken thewr effort at this
tage would be only 10 help ihe (orces
of vpgression (o recover Lrgm the
beating thev recoved durng the Tet
fiensive and Iater The resull wonld
be a new phase of agaression. perhaps
even niore massive dmcd vicious than
before. The lifting of the siege of Khe
Sunh was followed by furious Ameri:
can atacks,

Of course, the Ameticans, 100, nse
s argument iy support
Jeiand lor reciprocil
a5 g pre-condition Tor an end 10 the
nombing of North Vietnam, To aceept
tros arginment wonld be to equite the
sirtiggle ol the Vigtnaomese people
with the Amercan-armed  interven-
tion: in théie afairs. Hunoi could have
legitimately taken the stand that there
wias nathing to discuss with the Ameri-
Cans I dny ciretmstances; ‘it i only
because ol ils anxigty for early resto-
raton of peace that it has declared
IIs peadiness o pegotiale with the
Amecricuns should  they first put an
end 1o their acts of aggression against
North Vietnam, The demand for ces-
sition of the bombing is not nego-
tiable: nepotintions

ol then

de-eseilation

can follow affer
this demund has been unconditionally
met. There are now Hints that Hanoi

mity change ils attitnde over  this

basic demand at Moscow's penl
It i5 the Americans thal My KEgESsEs
e : i nos BEDVEITIION
should try 1o persuade 10 crHungsss

¥ "N, heen ro

uttitude, ~
ioe md whe

W the elobo
iarded stoc
wvont thy
Tings ng.

Passibily 1

earfist

Lengthening Shado

Mr Dharma Yira began hif
dictstorship in West  Bengil
than three months  ugo  with s
warning 10 hoarders and blackyses COnsy
cers that thesr pranks would noiEENESILITIO
be tolerated. It scemed he hadEISH SEEnL
walling for this opportunity g
up the racker ond his unfinited JEEIESIpe:
would be used ruthlessly agairsises #, The k
offenders who have manuged 16
under party  governmients.

14

newspapers  conjured  up v statis
pot-bellied businessmen in e undcrsiy
being driagged to courts throuSEEhe ave
strects of Caloutta, s was repoiiis aronn:

during My (NESEN &gason

have lmppened
u.;l;gg;u_ Failire

Vira's bnef rewgn inC
fully, the Secretapal conveys ffement |
Governor's wish 1o the distnol SEMAEKiTATket
rities and the manoer [m whidiesss act
should st dbowr theit™ s e
pompously discusséd dl a conl jable or
Hoardess and blackmacketeets NS prices
have guffawed and policemen [REEPRon
in their khaki half-sleeves 2 SIS denicd
ado, for they knew (hat thely W gread s
survival were unfailing, MUon Ty
Mhe problem  of  blackmardee deatts
was solved by the Gowssmmither affic
guickly, Within ‘weeks 1y discsspes black
that there was oo control on o pres g 1
ot pa

.
i
essential commodities in Wesi
and ‘tio trader could be hanfod R alrendy
infringement of the law howews it P& sl
Bitant the price charged by HingEExmand 1
a4 few duys there was talk of fo ano
celling on prices of cerlsin iy the
commodities Dut the sugosst of cot
presumably 8 fanal |
the Government  did not SEEEEEarl po
4 Dlackmarkel  whertSSanes <t
exisicd, Hoarders were found sss =nd o
more difficull 1o tackle, thougiiee -
tics saon nvailuble to the Govasssime: the
showed thal the previous es eause thi
[oodgrains production in the & il vsurer
very much on the high side nnibermaiori
Bengal did not actuaily have a fhes sho
crop. Hoarding wiss not, - therialilime off fro
the seale which could call miEloans nod
spening |

quietly dropped,
create

g 5
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change

il earlier contemplated by the
tesmment. The vigil has nat, how-
Bibe heen relaxed, and several kilos of
jiee and wheat are being seized daily
wthe plaborate machinery to unearth
Bburded' stock of foodgrains and to
gmyent  the ancillary  operation of
wngaling.
Possibly 1o do their bit most of the
lsnapers appear to have entered
0 1 conspiracy of silence over the
ol sittition in the State. The papers
it went wild over nce prices. last
BeE and wailed  over the distress
limited po WS villpes are still to wake up to the
qoainst (R The lean months are not yet on
el 1o thlRREState, but rce prices have gone up
e OblinieRs * oo kilo jn many areas. Even
ClRleE] s1atistics with their known flair
e understatement  in these matfiers
Bl the wyerpge  price of rice in the
Suin aroundd Rs. 2 per kilo. With the
i seoson drawing  near and the
sciearh. DS filore of the Government's pro-
anveved Blimient  programme  hoarders and
districot wutiilikmorketeers—who are not—have
n which (Rtome . active. Supplies to the open
mission ket Hfe fast drying up. and rice is
ililile only to those who can- pay
prices, Several dedths  from
geeationr  have  heen reported and
Wlenied by the Government which
i greal stickler for the suitable dis-

78

hadow

ane lus o
engel
with & g
blackmurks
il no long
e had
iy fo el

ils,
up VISTOTIAS
i handel
3 through
s r'..'[‘\!rl.:ﬂ
Mr Dha

& conlcrag
Ketegrs LT L

emen Lol

ves atf nll
their [HCRS

ietme  Dbetween  starvation  desths
lckimarkenmml deaths from  malnutrition. But
Governjimsiier official quibbling nor news-

Niper blnakour can stop the frek from
ol on pricosillies 1o towns  in search of food.
1 West Helgiituttn puvoments bear out that this
Bauled upiRiiuleady begun. The Food Depart
lowever olment iv siid to be ready with a plan
d by him g expind the modified rationing sys-
alk ol 0= 'ty another seven million people
eriuin - essol pni the totdl to 21 million, pro-
suggestion e f contse: the Centre supplies the
mably bedl :

o i disoe

ititnd] fooderain. For the rest of

not  wWiitleR surl popilation there is not even
where  llRpRs scheme. No wonder the Con-
: found RS and people of its sort have deve-
. though’ stimmed o crush  on the Governor's
He Govertiiisne: they want it to be prolonged
Jis estimuleesiiey their patrons, the jotedsrs

n the Stote MM wsurers, can make hay while the

side and jhernatorial sun shines, But the left

have a bunigmmies should have been able to lake

t, thereloplie off from their secondary prenccu-

| call for s flons and turn their attention to the
T i food crisis.
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Sympathy, Whiskey, Aid

There is a small coterie of civil sér-
vants; mostly ‘concentrated i the
Ministry of Finance in New Delhi,
who have flourished by virtue of the
fact that this country begs for aid
from abroad. Nothing suits these gen-
tflemen better. Tt allows them free
Irips, on umpleén occasions evers
vear; to the capitals of the Western
world 1@ Washington, London, Pans,
Bonm, Rome, Tokyo. These trips
are of course financed by the Indian
taxpayer. The civil servants hop from
oie jet to the next stay i the poshest
hotels paint vivid, lurid pictures of
India’s penury, They also suffer from
the delusions of perverted grandeur:
they cringe before others not for their
own sake, but for the sake of the
nation. So the rest of the countrymen
must remain ever so gratefol to them:
all their trotting of the plobe's capi-
tals, all their guzzling of good food
ahbroad, all their downing of expensive
wiskeys are with the ohject of accelera-
ting Tndia’s economic growth.

So far as these gentlemen are con-
cetned, it is altogéther irrelevant to
ask whether the injection of US-
sponsored aid i diverse forms over
the past dozen years has in fact hasten-
ed the process of growth., That this
racket of foreign aid has gnabled them
to draw sympathy and to down scoteh
whiskey is a much more important
issue. Here is one of these apostles
dilating on the theme :

In strict economic terms; the con-
tribution of forejgn aid is glaring
enongh and widespread enough for

all to see. But T for one attach
eqital  importance to the fact
that the relationship of aid
has won for our counfty a

number of valuable friends and al
lies all over the world, that there
are a great many self-less workers
in distant Tands and institutions who
conlinue ta worry aboul our prob-
lems and to Tabour hard for their
solutions, that there are many dis-
tinguished scholars and individugpl
¢itizens who are o thoroonghly iden
tifiod with the cange of Indian eco-
nomic development that we should

be privileged to count them as hono-
rary citizens of this ancient land.

(Ttalics supplied)

This truly astounding statement,
translated mto vermacular, wounld read
samewhat as [ollows: never mind what
fureign ad bhas actwally comributed
lowards the country's progress, it has
allowed us e¢ivil servanis o get iec-
guainted with some charming people
gbroad—maybe with John Kenneth
Galbraith, maybe with that protago-
nist of sysfematic genocide in Vietnam,
Walt Whitman Rostow — and that
should be enough justification for our
continuing to big for aid from the
Americans,

These are people who, over the ages,
have sold their country to the foréign-
ers. and their conscience hat not both-
them. Concsete  gains for the
nation they tend o weigh on the same
thelr pnvate predilections:
this js not even romanticism, this is
tr¢ason. [t hardly matters to  the
country whether the business of foreign
aid has provided the opportunity for
this or that ¢ivil servant lo cultlivate
charming Mr X or ravishing Miss Y.
It hardly matters even if Mr X or Miss
Y comes to cxpress certain abstract
sympathics for India. These triviali-
tics do not determine the fate of a
nation; the latter is determined by
such factors as whether self-sufficiency
is being promoted, whether the pace of
econonuc growth s beingk quickened
through the adoption of a certain
policy—or by the flowing in of a cor-
tuin The yelevance of [oreign
assistance has 1o be judesed by this
single criterion: does it further the
social, jpolitical, economic goals of the

ered

scale as

aid.

nation, does it raise—or diminish—
vur dignity?

But these are sentiments alien 1o
our soliciting  ¢ivil servants, Once
more this vear, as soon fs the hot
season set in, they made a beedine
for Washington. The Aid-India
Consortivim  met, and, predictably,

there was moch expression of sympathy
for ladia, Owe to our professionsl
bepgurs, there however litlle of
actual pledgin The  Anieri-
catns, mauled and battersd in Vistnam,
rent by domestic strife, sliaken by a

Wils

of -ad

3




suecession: of  financijal crises. have
scarcely anyihing (o throw in owm
direction this year, The Asian Deve-
lopment Bank has been tumed down,
and the LS. Congress has also defer-
rod the qoestion of replenishing the
funds of the Intemational Develop
ment Association. Indin would thus
be lucky ta get even 200 million dol-
lats for this year from the Consortivm.
Our heart-wringing civil servants are
m danger of losing their profession,
iwhabod, But {his 18 unlikely to
chasten: them.

Doetor’s Dilemima

It is still pot clear whether
Dr Trogung Sen, the man sur-
prised by being suddenly given the
Union Education Ministry, was- per-
sonally associated with the recent per-
smptory directive from the Central
School Organisation virtually abolish-
ing the BEnglish medium from 118
Central sehools. But his responsibifity
remains, These schools are mainly for
the progeny of Union Government offi-
¢ials who are liable to be transferred
[rom one State to another, irregpective
of languags, These are heayily subsi-
dised, which means that the entire peo-
ple of India pay for them. Yet some
gentlemen in the CSQ appear to think
thul these institulions exist only to pro-
mofe 1 particolar regonal language,
namely Hindi, which also means that
they exist to promote the interests of
those who have that language as their
mather tongue

I memory serves, Dr Sem once
spoke af the need for English. Prom-
pily cama a8 sharp rebuke from a Guja-
rafi named My Morarji Desai who not
only believes in proliibition and Hindi
but alse happens o be the Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minister
of this country. Egually promptly Dr
Sen beeame an ardent advocate of
Hindi and a militant enemy of Eng-
lish. Ip spite of all the confusion Dr
Sén has created in the field of educa-

fion by his mmny, too many,
speeches  and  policy  declarations
clurity  certainly informs his to
tally sibmissive attiiude to

Hindi; the CSO would not otherwise

§
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have dared to issup its directive on the
medinm ol education in schools run
by the Centre for the benefit of some
57,000 children coming from all the
States of India. Most of them prefer
lo be taught in English.

It was once right to be offended that
the people of India seemed forced to
learn English to get anywhere. To the
non-Hindi speaking people of India,
who happen to be in a majority, it
must be equally offensive that they
should be compelled to l¢arn Hindi
and, in effect, litile besides. Al three
Prime¢ Ministers of free India, all
Hindi-speaking, showed, even if in un-
pleasant circumstances, some realisa-
tion of this incontrovertible fact and
made. various promises that Hindi
would never be forced upon anyone
who did not want it. 'Who is this CSO
to veto all those promises; and why
should the Union Education Ministry
tolerate this sort of impertinence? Dr
Sen owes it to himself to explain just
where he stands:  The pressures from
the Hindi militants are well known
If one cannot withstand them, one can
at Jeast withdraw and record ane's
protest. Or, is office all ?

Too Litttle Too Much

It is pathetic how most parts of
India swing between one sort of cruel
weather and another, Punjab, Hima-
¢hal Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Jammu and Kashmir are said to be
in the grip of a water famine; Durga
pur in West Bengal is not doing much
bettér: and there in Dibrugarh in Up-
per Assam some 1.500 people have
been rendered homeless by floods
in the Brahmaputra. Time wos
when man was content to resign him-
sell to these “acts of God": even fto-
day, with all the conquests science
have made over environment, man can
hardly be said to be the master of
nature. In undeveloping India, which
sgems nearer the mark than “under.
deyeloped” or, “developing”, there are
experts galore on just about every-
thing. The performance of eur geo-
logists, meteorologists, soil experts and
éveén economists has an air of tofal
tnreality. Nothing seems related to
actual Indian conditions.

even and unprediclable;

There is no ‘reason at 4l fo
that the country as a whole j§ 48
deficient in its water supply
view las been expressed  thatl
uses about a tenth or less of the
available.  Ruinfall is admitedl
rivens
either in spate or dried up. I8
net true thay man can do
about these phenomensa, The B
showed what could be done willl
desert in Sind; the Sukkur Barros
changed the face of the county

Punjab the =same  lawsandd wi
Government  achieved much ilhis
by way of  drrigation 50 S

gven  divided Punjaob  todofgesl o g
surplus- in wheat. Free India Ton
spent crores of tupees on s -
like the DVC und  Bhakea rid

and Nagarjunasagar. There hiyg
doubtedly been some benelits i
1o the people in those regions
serious effory, however, has bednd
o relate the cost w0 (he result®

1 e R
) g 141
B [SHEE
petion: |

recipient at the end of a tuhewiliiles <p
disrepair may have even harshec S by
o say, L)

Grandiose schemes for flopd
trol and irrigntion hove been pu
fndis, mainly in imitation af
TVA. It is the local needs, m
small and inexpensive; which
been neglected by politicinns dif
ing showpieces and experts gl
cager to oblige them, The fact ig
even the showpieces have been md "
led when political backing for A
has been less than adequate—e e Vs

The S
B O

DVC, The real needs of the o D1
have never been looked into wHESSRIYS L
requisite earnestness and  singlETG 1
and floods and waler Famines s

over them at will as though wes 4 of

had hydrolopists and sundry othe D !
perts with charts and instrumient BREESSIve
and drawing pencils of various ol 1eus
The question is very rarcly askedpene Of

witer was not conserved in HiEEE

un area where a shortage wag pil
ly foresezable or why adequate s
age was not  organised  in an
where a flood was by no mea)
[orecastable We have lately
some railway and other accident
cribed to. “human failure” Wil
der whether “human™ iz the yl

Mfer e
"pli:u-_‘
In fu
the
\lil!.'.
s onl
il
i“ll:.
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o thin
actusll
ly. 'L
al Ind |"|
he watd
cdly
ors AT
1t is sl
nothi 'HI question “After  Indira
BritstE R ot s already in the air here.
with (ISR AICC session which ended on
reage hMEGy, and particularly the party’s
ntry, Ayl Election Commitlee elections,
and-orduseml well prove decisive for Mis
Rlil's futore,
M (hat (the Syndicate has manag-
Bl ot its men inoall the live vacant
for which election was held on
(4 it can be the lirst step in pel-
n Nang 0 nd of Mrs Gandhi.
hive Wil luxy.g was not between the
¢ peornifimmelimeres” and “progressives” as
10N, b mids out by certain sections of
veen TiTadl 'It:ﬂb'! Press here, 10 was purely
esulty t gl A look at the list of candi
abewell IS sonsored by the rival factions
shet thi 'H: gnough o convinee anyone of
§ ity of pinning hopes on such
Boiesl divisions o the Congress,
Syndicaic’s list was a heteroge-
one Al leasi two of the candi-
Mp Bruhmananda Reddy and
D P Mishm—were ot known
e livountes of the Syndicate.
W appenrs now that Mr Reddy
Suade tp: with the other Reddy—
Bies-—who is the Syndicate boss
Andhra. He managed to
P Gandhi's  blessings,  As for
el P, Mishra, be was also claiming
Gandhi's backing,
) the other group belong Mr
i, Mr Sadig, Mr S. N. Mishra
B course the indomitable Mr
B Mulwviva.  Mr Nanda's “pro-
ge" views are oo well known to
Eaehsseeter. Mr Mishra, who was
bl the first to demand the AICC
SR and the slection of the CEC,
i pive up all hope of finding
die 10l Lhe: Committee.
I fict, it is not necessary to search
Mg hona fides of Mrs Gandhi's
filites reparding  socialism, One
lately. 88 mily to remember her own per
aceidents e few months  ago, to shed
flisions about her being a “pro-

We
the wordSSEEeeie"" It was she who sent Mr

:f hew from Delhi
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A SreciAL

For Power

CJORRESPONDEN

Nunda to West Bengal to help pave
L way Lur e tOppung Of e Liied
ot dilu - 4n Progess
OWI - RIOUp M the duale
Fier qecoul  specclics 1

Asig,  parbcuaany
Austiang, shoulg pe un eyc-openct 1w
LhGse wWho suld chedsh Hiusions dooul
gy T PIOELESSIVE oreign pulacy.

As dor e allernilive canaaale i
Primie Mutistersinp, Iwo—ivlr Mot
Desal  and My ooonavan—are  buing
nanied, Mr Desal, who some monius
ago seemed 1o haye reconcilcd humisen
W the positon oL Doputy FPrime
Minster, threalened recently that he
coulg sull be a lorce, wnen he icl
down Mes Gandhy at the last momeit
py opposing her formule tor Assum
reorganization,  Lhis was possibly un
overture 1o the Syndicate, which 8
slill  hesitant  about  sponséring M
Chavan. INot to be datnted, the laller
18 busy sponsorinf s OWO - Cast,
thanks to the capital’s renowned
journalists. One Engush daily, and a
Leltist at that, has been boustng hus
image lor guile somne Ume,

it would be interesting to watch
how Mrs Gandhi passes the test, Her
aptitude for scheming which had
stood her in good steaa all these years,
may come to her rescue. When at
the most critical moment of the reces
gion, she was about to collapse, bex
‘friendship with the socialist camp
brought Mr Kosygin fushing to het
help: Who will be her friend [rom
abroad today?

theie Lile
sel up hes
Luligiess:

Dutili-Easl

Assam \

The Assam reorganization 1ssue
retiched its head again the moment
Mry Gandhi arrived home Irom her
foreign sojourn, While the hill people
are in @ desperate mood, the Congress
leaders here are anxious [o shelve the
1ssue’ 1o provide breathing space [or
themselves 1o manipulate in the Con-

gress leadership tussle.  The  issue,

mslead of being a mere geo=political
problem confined 1o Assam only, has
decisive  factor in scttiing
the: Centrol leadership question. the
hifl leaders reach the breaking point
and launch o movement that io all
likelihood would create a Jaw and
onder  problem, the coald be
Uliliﬂ;d by Both M (l!ii”ll oppo-

ents and supporters in accusmy each
-\H While Mrs (m..x!ht:~ followers
wnt:ld Blame Mr Desal aied the Assam
Conaress Ior the detenoration, the
[atles accuse  Mrs Gandhi ol
being soft to the htll leaders The one
in the Cabmel who has a lot 1o gam
(rom such a situation is Mr Chavan
Significantly enough, he has remained
more or less silent [or some une on
(the reorganization qoestion, although
the issue comes direetly onder his
Ministry. With both the Assam Con
and the hill  leaders he Las
carn - the reputation of
“moderate™ in this matter, No
onc has as yet had any chance of
eliciting from him what  exactly he
envisages as 4 solution of the problem.
His non-commitlal attitnde §s under-
standable. Onee the situabion gets put
¢l hand and the hill areas of Assam
are reduced to another  balefront
like Nagaland, there would be no need
any more 1o plan painstakingly new
formulas or schemes. With the images
of both Mrs Gandin and hardiimers
likee Mr Morarji Desal tamished
for having mucked ap the entire issue,
Mp Chavan may have a clear field 1o
project his awn seli for the Prime
Ministership.

become a

event

W ~u!a_!

HICSS
managed 1o
being a

Films

Typical of Delhi journalism was the
indifference of the capital’'s film
crities to.  two remarkable Cuban
films shown recently at the Cuban
Embassy here, One was a ballel
film, the choreography Dbased on an
ancient Aflio=Cuban rite—product of
the fusion of Alpean and Christian
beliefs. At one stage the lilm beeomes
a spectacle of abstrpcl colour shapes
and rhythm—aun experiment usually
shiunned by Soviet film directors in
their handling of ballet compeositions,

The other film was on the life of a
puerilld  girl—Manuela,  who joined

5
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the revolutionary  movement from a
desire o avenge the murder of bLex
mother and destiuction ol her home.
The film shows her eyolution from the
mere desire  lor zevenge 1o a4 more
solid view ol life, emerging just belore
she dies, The sense of restrgint -and
the almost  meticulous shunping of
the slightest propaganda make the
film stand i sharp contrast with the
usunal films on similar topics in the
Soviet Union or China, Politically also
it is a rebuttal of the. frequent allega-
tions made by some Communists
that Cuba is obstssed  with a desire
for revinge only,

e P S e} .
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Assam—1

The Old Game

Arun Kusmar CHAKMA

'I‘HE goings-on over the issue of
Assam reorganisation have once
again proved a hoax. As it emerges
now, the whole affar seems (o have
developed the way the Centre and the
Government of Assam wanted it;, Or
to put it in another way, the
right reactionaries have succeeded, in
keeping with their tradition, in brush-
ing this very important pational issue
out of consideration for the time be-
ing, if not finally.

We have no reason o be so naive
as o believe that the Centre’s new for-
mula was ot a piece of chicanery. It
wis rather a conspiracy hatched by
the Congress bosses al the Centre to
deceive the hill Jeadess inlo accepting,
ultimately, the Mehia Committee re-
commendations.  Obviously, the Cen-
tre was very much anxious to see, if
its lutest pttitude is any indication, thut
the Assam Government did mot react
favourably to the new formula which
pretended to vest the hill leaders with
powers to deal with law and order in
the proposed sub-State of Khasi-Jain-
tia and Garo Hills and to leave the
onus of deciding the status of North
Cachar and Mikir Hills with the people
of these areas by a simple majority
vote. Thg way the Congress bosses
reacted to this formula indicates that
the Home Ministry evolved it not in
consultation with the big bosses at the
Centre but on its own, perhaps to pro-
vide My Chaliha and his supporters at
the Centre with another occasion 1o
harp on their [avourite theme—of
course now in 4 different fashion—ithai
law and order is too important a matter
to be left entirely to the hill people
beeause “territorial integrify has to be
preserved at all costs®. ‘They seem to
ussert that even if the hill areas can
be granted a federal status of the kind
they suggest, the hill people cannot be
trusted. Mr Chaliha, for his part, did
not only haggle over the terms brazen-
ly in order to block the negotiations
but also made repeated attempts to

wreck any chance of the hill
reaching an agreement,

Mr Chaliha had spoken his pind
the reorganisation issue immodi
after the disturbances that shook @
hati on the last Republic Day, §
sdaicd that the situation in Assam
not favour any decision on a issus
reorganisation, not even on the i
of the Mehta Committee recom
dations. And what we heard Biny
iy New Delhi was just an echo
same thing. But his wis not g/
voice; Messrs Desai, Patil and NI
gappa also jome¢d  the chops
Mrs Iadira Gandhi intermitieniivi
ing her faim voice. Mr Chalihey
immensdly aided by them to sustaind
UI'!’OE{U]CC.

When Congress bosses were sam
pressurise the hill leaders (o
the Mechia Commiltee recomme
tions, Messrs Chatra Singh Teron)
J. B. Hugjer, Mr Chaliha’s §
mies in his  Cubinet, lost
time. In  ‘pressing forward
demands  in compliance -
Mr Chaliha's advice. They conited

that if the reorganisation issue wil

be mmplemanted, on whatever 8
the North Cachar and Miky B

wherefrom they hail, must not bl
ged either 1o the autopomous hill§

or 1o the plains, This atitude op

part of his twe Cabinel Miniglers @

My Chaliha a chance to plead ¢
againsy the Mehta Committee 7ed
mendatiops, let alone the new form

And the conclusion the Central 1

of the Congress drew from all

deliberations was that, whg
schemme was finally evolved;
wishes of the Assam Governmatt
to be respected first, no matter W
the wishes of the hill people

The il leaders’ eagerness to seuls

issue without any further Wmisgse

on anybody's part must have been

by the bosses at the Centre as 2§

of weakness,

Joint Game

The hill leaders hiod so long hel
ed that the leadership at the
wits 'not a8 much opposed to thai
mands 85 the Government of Ag
But now they should be disillusio
It is a game played by the Centre
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leaderRmiR R EGm | Government together, Mr  circumstances, the right opportunists I'he man gnevance ol the ll peo-
il seems 1o have impressed upon  from amongst the hill people who have ple is that they are “dominated” by the
mind OEEMER TR (Lt il the reoreonisation  alveady raised the ¢ry of “Khasi revi- plaing people, But how? Guer mat-

nedintCIRRIERE Y ot gll Jmplemented it would  valism™ (the like of which is yet to be ters which are of purely local interest,
ok GulSssialy mean staking the future of heard in other parts of the hills) at the the aulonomous distict councils hayve
Jay., HRERESCAHOess o5 4 party it the Brahma- instigation of the right reactionaries, complete authority and no interference
ssam i it would alsp ereate a  will create a situation in the hill areas  from external sources is  possible
issue IKSEEE. y situation there. similar to that now prevailing in the In the cultural sphere, Western influ-
the buslREIe Contre has also a very Valley, which is what the Government ences predominate and  Assamese
GO gl record of keeping its faith  wants. penetration is oowhere noticeable or
tim argoleil vested interests and right reac- even felt in the hills. As for employ
ho of th ! & It hns made no secret of its ment by the Govermment which is
ot o lonBls o weard the wishes of a mino- _Jssam—2 the biggest employer, quite & numbes
d Nijuliteein the Valley to the extent of . of posts are reserved for the hill peo-
jrus.  willimiithering the aspirations of the hill Y7, . (= J + ko ple and. in relation to their popula-
stly raESEE .angn whole, if necessiary, by us- W anted A New «\ll[JI’DdCIl fion, any charge that they ware beéing
alihn WillNE force. Otherwise how could it deprived ol their rightful share would
sustain bl it the responsibility of main- HIREN PHURAN not bear scrutiny, The number of

g law and order could not be plainsmen exploiting econopie oppor-
ire seen/WERBIN IR the hill people?  As though l'l is clear that separation of the hill lunities offered by the hills is extremely
o accopl not ' the inierest of the hill areas will strengthen the divisive Iimited. In the sphere of economic

-

ommendSiEle 1o munisin ‘law and order’, and sub-regional forces within what development; the revenue-deficit hills

Teron AnlERNIst0 mmount of nonsense has so would remain of Assamy and there 1s  have fared well, if not better than the
ha's colRRen (ilked and written about the  more than a fair chance that there plains. The fgures collected by the
lost e integrity of Assam, mostly  will be further fragmentation of the Centrally uppointed Pataskar Com-
ard il Bliee who do not seem to know plains, The hill areas too are unlikely mission contradict the frequently heard
jce o WIERNEN Essictly that means. to. escape @u similar fate and complaint that the hills have been neg-
contendalNnE Yiill people had always wanted a Hill State, in all probability, will lected in relation to the plains.

sne was IR lders (o take a stff attitude to-  only be a prelude to district States. Domination 8 nevertheless a fact
gver hasiei the machinations of the Centre  Such atomization of a naturnl geogra- i the pelitical sphere.  The  Chief

fikir Hi e Assam Goveroment. Only @  phical wunit can hardly benefiv the Mimister has been, and always will be
not be (AREERNRIE Btfore the hill leaders lelt  country of serve the long-term inter- 4 plainsman under the present arrange-
us hill usgEeNew Delli for another round of ests of the people of the area itself. ment and his Cubinet colleagues will
pde on (MRS Wil the Goyernment of India, A solution other than separation be mostly people from the plains,
pisters guks wisllom had been questioned at a  could perhaps be found if the hills This is cnough to make the hill people
plead cyfigmmssny by students who alleged wne down their obsession with the feel that things are being imposed on

tee recOMMNNE present Jenders had been guil-  federal plan-or-split idea and the them, that they do not have the final

e Tormuli ﬂpuluug ofl ‘direct aclion” in the plains thewr dislike of the concept of  sav over ;;mrhfng

ntral Bout 0 Imp.‘ thgt they would be able to  giving the hills what is rtheir due— 'l_ﬁnd.:] 1h(; pI:‘scﬂl set-up which re-

m all the e lo terms: with the parties con-  a status of parity, '
whateye midz and that the hill leaders” re- A mujor factor barring seillement

folved, INEMERNiinde made the Centre think has been the tendency of the plains

snment DU (hey  would  not mind  ac- to view the problem as one of auto-

lales representalion Lo the <ze of the
populanon, the lls have fewer repre-
sentatives in the legislature than the
plains, and hence in the Countil of

matter whileesting the Mchta Committee recom- nomy, whereas the heart of the matie & i :

jeopie sl if cortain’ minor conces- s the hill people’s, or, more specifically Wissters.: The JERSRAmAren e
to settlc AN wete pranted.  Now that they their clite’s. desire to witld political AFPear adequaie in reiation to populs-
r misgivieee filed (o convince the Centre of power. This, in every way a legiti. oD hgures, but this is one field where
ve heen BeEtimucy of their demands, the mate aspiration. is treated with deri- Mmathematics does not do away with
tre as o sl leaders  will have to change sion in the plains, But it is this de. misgivings and he f(eeling of bsing

s ind oF quit, But it is doubtful  sire which must be satisfied 41 the hills  dominated and ruled over by external
e the Dl people will gain from  and the plains are to be kept together,  groups.

4 | jeatership that may surface.  Variation:in the quantum of avtanomy A solution relpining the State's in-
t Jong b .!._ Bl be said with some reason that is po longer relevant. What is rele- tegrity will require therefore a rearga-

it the Cen @rapponents will profit in case the vant, and which the plains as also the nization which will result in the resha-

| to their & leadorship is edged out of the Paloskar and the Mehia plans ignore, ping of the political power structure
pr of Ass iht; they then would be able to is the extent to which political power in the region. This will necessitate

disillusion) Wi the hill people in their own cha-  in the State can be shared equitably  reorganization of the system of Awem-
e Centro i LT flic wuy. And, in the changed by the hills and the plains bly representation and the mode of
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tormation of the Council of Ministers
o enible the hill people to each a
position whereby they can equitubly
shure political power and political len-
dership with the plains people
Such reorganization may appear less
seeeptible to the plains people, whose
generous mmpilses will have (o be call

Kerala

Power By

R

HE State Conference of the Pra-
“desh Congress, which took place
at Kottayam Iast month, was a big
Affair, [uduul by the huge numbers of
people it attracted and  the very
big demonstration thar wag staged 4t

the end of the meet.

However, Kerala has proved durinsg
the last six months that such rallivs' do
ot necessarily indicate e true siren-
oth of asy  party. Even rudimentary
parties like the Juna Sangh, and the
not so rfudimentasy, vet small parties
like the Muslim  League  and Right
CPl, were able to field massive
during recent months. It would seem
that such shows of strength indicate
anly the lenpgth of the purse and OFg-
nising abiliry

Aticl these the C had in
plenty, In fact the planiers’ wown of
Kotivam was chosen with this in
view, Kouavam district in parficular
is the home of 'the reactionary, rich
planters, and kindred vested inlerests.
who have always been generous to the
Congress and the other so-called de-
mocrane parties. Funds for the Cong-
ress  mela  were provided by the
Pradesh Congress Vice-President. a fa-
bulously rich planter and no collection
er. among  the people was made.

The entire conference was organised
aad run by the clerks of the planter
Vice-President of the Pradesl
HreE,

The resolution drafted by the old
uard, who have been instrumental in
tarnishimg the Congress image in the
Mate, as usual mouthed sanctimonious

rallies

ongriess

L'on-

8
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ed into Tull play, than to the hills, But
if they 1eluse 1o give thought 1o such
9 course, - series of fragmentations of
the north-castern region appears in-
evitable.  The process of disintegra
Gon may even deal o crippling blow
fo: the gradusdlly consolidating  sociery
af the Asspmese.

Any Means

AN

jargon: about demuocrucy.
unity. the red bogey,
taw and order ere.
The leaders, who revealed that theey
were keen on forging an dlliance with
the Rebel Congress and similar “de-
mocratic-minded™
pen-tdoor policy,

democralic
breakdown of

parties through an
shaped the resolu-

tion s a  feeler for some sopl
of positive action o 'over-
throw  the Commumst-led regime,
Flushed with the unexpected vielory

i the ewi€ elections. they were cage
la prebe the possibility of another libe-
tatian struggle similar 10 the one they
had staged in 1958, The alternative
posed was e formation of an anti
Communist (Marxist) front under the
leadership of the Congress with the
non-Marxist  parties of the United
Front in row.

The Conference came 1o the con-
clusion that it would be dangerous (o
stage another liberation strugele. The
implication of the resalution as passed
and the speeches made by the veleran
tfeaders held out the hll[lL af isolating
the Copununisis (Muarxist) and win
mng over all other parties under the
Congress banner. The general unti
Marxist trend shown by other parties
ave encouraged the Congress to rely
ieavily on this new line of aétion.

Against this background, My Nija-
lingappa’s  .speech announeing  the
Congress determination 10 11<'!1I and
defeat Commiunism and communalism
was very. unrealistic. For, one of the
lrimp  cards  up  the sleeve of (he
Pradesh.  Congress leadership is the

w..dmm_ Wiy dﬂl] wJ||||||1n over | ftll.'!.u‘

Mlt‘-hm League to thelr side, Fal [then

The Conference disappoinied = youih,
old guard of  the Pradesh Cinpiiiets ultr..
who planned (o join with the Ki in th

(Rebel)  Congress 1o start _ml.:”‘
liberation suuggle if possible. Sig s hns ¢

| M“ S
ptch con
Mo

finde
| @etive
et 1o
ol th
conacl:

allianee had paid off well in i
cipal elections  and, true ‘to tradl
the leadership could  nor todl
lemptation of this short cut 10 1 ’
However, they  ran ino very i
opposition. from the Youtl Congs
wing.

Out of the 24 delegates whoos

during the ‘\thlju:;.h commilles 4 -“!-" hl}t‘ﬂ
delegates’ meetings 21 opposed RS
open-doo policy  enuncinled [ERREIEIL the
political resolution, s o

The leader of the Youth €t "" oot I

Mr John, who, meidentilly, i i M. A
againgl the present Pradesh Predl _'_‘ T
dl]!’lﬂ_}___ the Inst organsational ale .I-' ntion
imtroduced an  dlternative T Tanidlo
réselution which ripped 10 shireds § 7 s
convenient assumptions us the “i BOCs

down of Jaw and order™ and “Chig & Ma
nist aparchy™ etc. Mr. John's 1 } | AR FRY
tion pomnted out  that during 1" CURETLTE
Congress  regimes  in the pag amplo
people hiad not benefited in the (RS MICHs:
and so they were  disillusioncd DG tha
disappointed. The resolation plealiett wniter
for a new leadership  from  amiEEROIBON
cadres who' had entéred the Cof d 10

fold after independence. This Diforess i

dircet slap 1 the face of i I'll'l-_‘.l
vuard. —' e clise

FThose who opposed  the off§ Ieseni
resolution followed more or loss RERMRILL Yot

line of attuck. The double-faced | e About
ol wooing non-Marxists 1o isofle Y ﬂﬂ" €an
Marxists  and  the hush-hush pEESRERIISRLC

gramme of the top leadership (o EERIENEE cn:
over disparate elements putely o e net
busis of opportunism, were  stroEREErship
condemned by the speakers.: Ye 'lf‘u.(::nl

usual, the amendment which e’ \ ship,
the form of 3z dn Men

resolution wad

drawn. fintare

The KPCC leaders had one o ke tho
tation. They were able 10 show ESIEY 10
Rebel Congress  that they were quises it Ih.c
tmenable 1o dn alliance and sy GEESSHEUITNIS;
the mule-headed stand of the v ghlen:
elements prevented them from gl “d,ha‘f
this plunge, all-Tnd:

One very significant featine ofd Ciover
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become ohvious that even the
runk and fle—usually a° most discip
lingd lot rejecting
Seguy and coalesamng with (he ‘adven-
turists.  This is & trend
developing about evervwhere It
coull hardly be otherwise: if the offi-
cial Left is reluctant to lead, the fol-
lowing is bound o move elsewhere 1n
search of a more radical leadership.
But in case it is an advanced case of
atrophy, pressure [rom below only sue-
cepds in miaking the leadership still
more copservalive, Ay the Commu-
nists. in Franca are still the officially
recognised opposition,  1hey can. use
this vanlage position to negotiate with
the ruling class, This is  precisely
what they are doing. 1t is 2 sad fate
for & Communist Party to be reduced
to. This s the sort of fate which
might also overtaka several other
Compiunist parties. unless they can
find some means to fight ofl creeping
embourgeoisment.

Were

which was

Flp laughs best whe laughs Tast of
all,, In getrogpect, ope realises how
far-sceing the leaders of China were.
After the developments in Europe and
the USA, there will be no more snig-
about the alleged anarchy of
Cultural Revolition.  There
1o miore talk of China's stu-
dent pabble either.  Instead of being
swamped. by the erratic pressure of
gvents, Mao Tse-tung decided to take
off the lid himsell, and allow the reva-
luton to work from below. The mass
was invited o ke charge of the super-
structure, There has been mrmoil in
China, bul it has been a planned ur
moil; things have happened according
pattern.  And now that (hings
have simmered  down, there is much

s
China's
\"” he

Iy

more ol commition between the older

and the younger genaration, spart from
the fact that the entire Communist
movement itsell kas had some sori of

spring clesning.  Under all circums-
tances, it s a difficall éxercise—io
disinhedit the old.  Old age brings in
i15 Irain g epormpous ego, Old people
do not know how to abdicate grace-
fully, just az older soldiers do not
know how 1o fade awav with dignity
There is a natural urge in them to

10
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eling ‘on 1o what they possess. They
fnve an apprehension—perhaps legi-
tunate, perhaps not—that  what s
going 1o supplant  their own sysiem
and ideas 15 necessarily inferior, and
therefore has to be resisted, Chipa's
experiment has shown that this con
frontation between the penerations
can be fitted into the ngours of revo-
lutionary discipline,” and none of the
basic objectives. of the movement gets
diminished in thé process. It needed
tremendous courage ta dismantle deli-
berately a frozen mould, bur Mao did
not baulk: he could see that the only
way o save the movement and res-
tore it (o purity was o let the young
nnes take charge, on oficial spensor-
ship. He dared 1o dare. Which is
why he has now inherited the world’s
VOung.

¥ %
Comparg the great adulution which
the yery incantation of Mao-Tse-tung’s
name brings forth among the young
people elsewhere with the: pettymind
edness: exhibited in this country, A
stray poster prdising the thoughts of
Mao scandalises our good citizens, and
the question hour in Parliament rever-
berates to shricks of righteous indig-
nation, We dare not to know, dare
not to learn; we love to be ensconced
in our ignorance, to shot out the rest
of the world to wallow in the thoughts
of the Holy Cow. Much more than
anywhere else, it is: this: country which
nesds o cultural revolution—ta sweep
out the illiteracies. the banalities.
the hypoensies. This will however
nat be allowed to happen; class insti-
nels will warn everybody that there is
no. safety beyond the roots of reaction,
We will stay where we anre, spending
Rs. 1100 crores annually ‘on & phan-
tom known as delence,
ully  making  fools  of
in international
within the  country, allowing
the corrupt ones to take over the
sources of power. Even our clinical
admiration for the happenings in
France has a certain phantom quality:
India is not France, Caleutta is not
Paris, 1he students around here will
never quite unile under a single ban-
ner, the workers will darg not fout

gener-
ourselves
relations, and,

a Kerala oy a West Bengal. the s
tion will be hardly such as would
voke the insurrectionary spirits af
ontire - nation. Our masses will
haps prefer to be led by Shril B
Madhok and Shri Bal Thakerey,

¥ »

Last week, 1 found myséll in Gl
for a few hours, and discows
myself in strange company. It Wwas
Sealord Hotel, and a group of
nessmen, their: spirits

were entertaining one another.
of themy owned rabber or coffee
tations, some were in the rice U
others have mude their pile by
exporting |lemon grass or 'mlp
copria: There was glee in ‘their h

there are only two oo
in Kerala Cabinet, they put me
M. N. Govindun Nair and I
Thomis, But they arve Comumusii
protested, “OF course they nne
it is only the Marsists who ave €
munists, Nair and Thomas ardl
like us. And they are Hghtng
battle from  ingide”, Toasts
drunk,

greatly 1if
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¢ leaders, an

On Marx

.‘h_li_l‘\ I'feik

16 irrelevancis
Bengal, the &l
ich a5 would
RV spirits of
mitsses will o I
d by Bhri By
t Thukerey, S iy anulysig of the history of
Bl society Marx and  Engels
ol e kinds of revolution in
o Lmes—1the 11m|1‘g:;ni:\—dc;r1:!

L

mysell in Cod

and  disgow fvolution and the proletarian
pany, It was i revolotion:  The first is

@ wroup ol [NaElele bourgeoisic against feuda-
> greatly. BRSNS serand by the working class

another, SUSEESnitlisn, I this analysis
or CDH:':.-‘ PUsENEinders of scientific  socialism

Ihp nce rismElly influenced by Western
r pile _h_\ cUSSE history, particularly by the
: Or  Imporie o England and France, By

i their AT img they wrote the Communist
W200d  pumeieedy [1848) e bourgeois-de
¢ put mie e evelution had, inv the main,
¢ oand  TOSEEERsmalered in both the countries

Communis W sulhore of the Manifexio con-
they are iy blieved in the socialist revolo-
who are O e noxt stige in hioman his-
||_3|‘11‘:l:i arg e lilind and France seemed,
e fighiing W0 have been the only cotn-
Toasts Maliere the bourgeoisip carried

fithe miin, the tasks assigned to
i history snd brought about the
Bl the Bourgeois-democratic re-
s agaimst the old feudal social

e s Comtnune of 1871 seemed
Hullew ahe original Marxist schema
Bl I 2onstituted the  first serious
ppt by {he prolefarint of a capita-
gl {0 seize: political power,
M lipwever defeated,  Bnt even in
defent this greil experience taught
hle lessons to the proletariat.
gind Engels drew one particularly
plifiil [essan from this experience.
PUEN =5 that it constiuted an im-
i development of their earlier
B e Compnonst  Manifesto,
dinioys second section of the
way, for obvious reasons,
el abstract on the question of
melure ol political ‘power by the
kg elass in the proletarian revo-
o After the experience of the
B Commune Marx and  Engels
SEplsized that “the proletariat can-
SR mply Iy hold of the ready-made
i i& old] state machinery and
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wicld It for ils own purposes™.! In
other words, the proletarial st have
10 smash the old state machine whose
essence lies in the bureayeracy and the
sianding army. As 18 well known,
Lenin had to re-emphasize this vital
aspect of Marxism in his fight against
thé right-wing opportunists in  the
working class movement,

As we pointed out, thée Paris Com-
have Dbeen in ling
Marxist model o)
But what about thosz
cases where liistory does not présent
isell <o "methodically” » \What, if the
bourgeoisie, for various reasons, is in
eapable ‘of underiaking the struggle
apainst feudalism and thereby shows
its invapacily to accomplish the task
that history has assimed to it}] Such
indeed was the case with Germany in
the middle of the ninoteenth century
and the Founders of scientific sociilism
gave 4 two-fold answer ta the prob-
lem. First, they pointed out that the
task of the proletariat in such a sifuya-
tion was to make & jomt front with the
bourgemsie against feudalism, “They
{the Communists)”, says Lhe Mani-
Jesto, “fight with the bourgeoisic when-
ever il mels in @ revolutionary
against the ebsolute  monarchy, the
feudal squirearchy, and the petty bour-
In the second place;, be-
cause of the “advanced conditions of
European civilization™ it would not be
necessary for o country like Germany
to go through a long period of inter
vitl: between the firet and. the second
revolutions.  ““The bourpeois revolu-
tion , . . will be but the prelude ¢ an
impsediately following proletasisn re-
volution™®  This last point was fur-
ther elaborated by Murx and Engels
two years later in (heir address te the
Communist League *While™, they
observed, “the democratic petty bour-
geois wish to bring the revolution 1o
a conchision -as quickly as possible
it is our interest and our task to make
the revolution permanent. until all the
more or less possessing cliasses have

heen, forced out of their position of

mung seemed to
with the

soctal chanes,

ongmnal

way.,

geoisie! *

dominance. until the preletanat has
conquered state power™.* Tt s also

in such a situation that there arose the
necessity of defining the attitude of the
proletariat towards the peasantry.

Role of Peasants

o the Conmunist Manifesta the re-
ferences ‘to the peasantry. it must be
admitted. are not altogether compli-
mentary., Its authors, however, soon
modified their earlier stand, perhaps
hecause of the political events of 1848
in Centeal Burope which showed that
the proletarat alone could not win a
ravelution without the help of the
peasantry.  In their address to the
Commumst | eague, relerredd 10 ahove,
they said that “just ‘as the: democrats
combing with the peasants so must the
combine with the rural prole-
tariat |mit dem Landproletariat verhin
den].t Lafer in & to Engels
(16.4.1856) Marx that “the
whole thing in Germany will depend
on the possibility of backing the pro-
letanan some  second
edition of the Peasant’s War™" As a
matter of lact one of the reasons why »

wolrkers

lstie:

wirole

revolution by

the Pans Commune came o grief was
from
the rest of the population due mainly
fo its inability to forge an allisnce with
the peasantry,

Fhis vital lesson was: pot lost upon
Lenin when the task of determiting
correct revolutionary strategy and tac-
tics fell on his shoulders: in the condi-
a backward 1 here
the bourgeoisie was not interested in

the isolation of the proletaniat

tiots  of Riissii.
carrying the bourgeois-democratic e
volution to its logical conciusion and
wanted to come fo lerms with feuda-
lism and its biggest repyesentalive, the
fsbr. I such circumstanees Lewnin,
in o famous pamphler written in 19057
siressed the necessity for the proleta-
rint, in alliance with the peasantry,
o assume the leadership of the bour-

geois revolotion and carry it o the
end. It can perhaps be safely said
thmt Lenin was the first Marsist (o

have understood the. full implications
of the alliance between the prolétariat
and the peasantry in the context of &
fevolution taking place in a country
with a predominantly agrarian charac-
ter, Fle clearly saw that in such, con-
ditions the attempt by the proletariat
1o win political power all by itsell was
doomed to failure inasmuch as this
would automatically isolate it from the
vast majority of the population, o part




b which might even 20 over to the
Hourgeoisie,

Lenin also
from Marx and Engels—the unintes
roptedness Belween the bourgeois-de-
mocratic and' the socialist revolutions.
We have alteady cited the relevant
passage from Marx and Engels. Lenin
“From the demodratic re-
volution we shall ot . Chegin L
pass (o Lhe socialist revolution.  'We
stand for ummierrupted sevolulion, We
shall not' stop: liall=way™,

In the new epoch which world
capitalism entered 1owards the end of
the last century and the beginning of
the présent. Marxism stood in necd of
credtive \'1L‘\’l?h'l‘l':|1;n| In anothesr pes-
peet,. Muarxists have termed ithis pew
phase. of capitalism “Imperialism’,
which should be clearly distinguished
from stmple coloninlismi in the tradi
tonal sense of the term.  There were
colonal empires: lone before fmperia-
lism o the Marxists
lism is a

umbibed wnother lesson

nlsg wrote.

Onice

HTperia-
comparalively modern phe

nomenon that has murked the lates
phase of ecapitalism. The miost im-
portant cconomic features lhat c¢ha-

racterise imperialism and  disunguish
it from early capitalism are monopoly
capitalism based on sdvanced indus-
trial techniques and the export ol sug
plus eapital.

Imperialism

Marx lived and wrote before capi-
tilism entered this phase and hence
could not leave behind him a complete
theary on  this phenomenon,
However, Marx by studying the basic
cantradictions “inhereni

New

in capitalism,
could discern some of the Importani
trends—specially those reluting 1o the
conicentration und  centralisation of
capitdl™—which later changed it into
manopoly capitalisti.  That capitalist
countries, at & certdin stage of their
development, réquire the export of
capital ‘can, similarly, be discerned in
Marx's theory of ctisis—concerning the
realisation of surplus value—as well as
in hiz discussion of the countér<tenden
cies to the falling rate of profit in his
principal theoretical work'®. Nevertlie-
less it remains true that the original
Marxian model of capitalism was main-
Iy based on competitive, thai is, pre-
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motepoly eapitalism.  Later Marxists
partienbirly Engels, Kautsky, Hiller-
made Turther valu-
trends, Wi
LA !'I\_'_'i."\- dis-
with

ding, Lisxembuire.
HIA the
here particalarly refey |
cussions 1 1891
his eritique- of the: German Social De-
maocratic Programme!'—and in 1895
in his brilliant, albeit unfinished, sup-
piement to the thicd volume of Pas
Kapital'®, It was, left {o
Lemin ta come ol coherent,
and  complete theorv of
imperinlism in his now classic work
on the  subject—Imperialisin.  the
Hivhest Staee of Canitalism €1216)
Alter deseribing the pringipal features
of imperialism Lenin showed that in
1%

stndies of HEw

[ eonnection

however,
with a

systematic

lsle capitalism loses ils
character and
parasitic. 1t 5 moribund
capitalism, capitalism in decay. Bul
al the same time “Imperinlism' is the
eve of =social revolution™, thar is
thotigh :Tu:;;:;,'inf,' the system will
die of irself) It has 1o be desiroved
through the proletarian revolution, A
vary significant feature of imperinfiam,
Lenin observed. is that it greatly ne-
on' i world seile. the uneven
economic  and political development
itherent in capitalism.  Awn import-
afil corollary follows from this, The
original Marxian schema of proletarian
revolution first hreaking ouwt in advane
ed capitalist countries no longer re-
mains neecessarily valid.  Tmperinfizm.
m fact, allows advanced capifalism =
fresh lease of life in -1 double senee.
First, the tendency of the rate of profii
to fall in the home country—owine
fo higher organic composition of capi
tial—is cheeked by the export of enpital
o, ¢olonies and semi-colonies whore
capital is scarce and labour pléntiful
and eheap. Secondly

phiase

formeyr ‘*progressive’

becomes

ROT

cenfuaies

the workers—or
alleast those constituting théir upper
stratiim—in the metropolis gel g shaire
of the huge ‘super-profits’ earned by
the owners of capital and thereby come
to- have a stake in maintaining the
stariy quo,  Simultaneously, however,
with this temporary stabilisation ol
the metropaolitun svsiem, there arises
the possibility of revolutions breaking
out in the underdeveloped areas of
world capitalism. of the imperiglist lin-
ks. that is. in those places where, on the

chain being broken at ity weslk
that is, in those places wherd
ofig hand, the working el sl
lies sre the most oppressed il

uther,

IRyY  anslov
ns of men
e fystory o
imperialism is legsy pule Whiecis 1'!.f
is-easiest for a revolysies o0 1y S
pand, From this it follows fuEEMEIISE Inier
fch as it is possible for the o || Murxist
wouniries,
s af all co

and

il and its other oppressed'i
break the imperialist front in o

oF several places, victory of (H lnnnL
letarian revolution is po“iblr ﬂr the . pre

non-Riss
Bhptessed |
N D]y
fn the context of the possilRReNR Hs ¥ic
revolntions breaking out in the il c!mw.c:u th
and semi-colonies I?’IL‘!L‘ aroxe e i Lirspmpion
ssity of defining the role of 1l i tioml

: i SUnOr
ssed nations in the proletarian sEEes 4T '
- sion from |

severnl countries or even in ol
country byt not in all countd
aneously

tion. Here  also Lenin by :
grounds, Before Lepin, Mugiee 'OI‘EU':“” p
touched upon this prablem puf QR 0 ST

moed the ¢

Iy 1 connection ‘with the [t 4
p rom s s

tion.  In a letter to Engels (i
F869] he pointed out that!
longer believed that (he pril

I ‘REFI
MR Lo
Q872 ol
S0

LT NTETR

ascendincy in Boglind woulkl sl
Irish question. Rather “it ¥
direct, absolure interest of the 8

working class 1o gl rid of il
sent oonnexion with  freland™
another letter 1o two o1licr frigRess
4, 1870| Marx added thar “1hdl I:l\' d"
sive blow: [der entscheidendy Y pra-En ol
against the ruling classes in B 1964) L
cannot be delivered e Fop il {ﬂm_‘? A
Treland” Howevon e ml—r:n_r!clh
natiopal and eolonial guestion d ”H)}): P:
assume major importance bl Rics
nse ol imperialism and. in the e .
working class movement of el [ssic v
Lenin alone secmed o have | 4 !'fl_x‘ proasa
grasp of the situation. Hé gmd h\( .I' =
pd that the surest allies of the ¢ e Moscow
riat of the metropolitan consirs gi Kupi
the people of the colonies gl _a‘u\_ 4 Jf::‘
colonies because both of them MRS yon, Ihj."
sime enemijes—ihe i _ﬁnguls e
howrgeoisie.  The light foy : '.65”_ ﬁ.
tddependence waged by colomise Dav Amﬂ““h
ple: dirsctly contributes to the @ Ma;‘ Eng
of the proletarian r;‘\'(\ilniun i H,n:":i IE:‘::II
Al - - = I oy il v ‘_'.\
imperialist  eountries. \*"Warld fim, 1963) |

oy in

chass

allsm™, said Lenin, “must fall} :
the revolutionary onslaught ol ‘W;‘}Egl)—'v]
exploited and oppressed workes ﬁlﬁu Ene -IT

each country. , , . unites with -rs
. - i, 1965)
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RRRhests of history”,

W omslieght of hundrets ol
ol men Who hitherto remiined
Bistony sl were merely regar-

j A Lemn's
a e Second Congress of the

s International amended the

BMEsist slogun’ ' Proletarians

saintes, umle’” o read “Pro-

ik ol wl) countries and oppréssed
uniie. I the  pariicular
Bl the presrevolutionary  Russio
.i[nl'l-Rui:ﬁ-‘::m mutionalities were
fppressed by Tsurist imperialism.
wply advocared that in order
iin s Viclary agdinst s own
lsees the Russtan proletarial
IlnEien the couse ol the op
BUNtRionalities even 1o the ex-
Mpporling  their demand on
L roq Ruossiy
Winber Socinlist Revolution of

il

g the suhsequent events fully

guied the- conclusions  dr
il s study ol imperialisni.
{To be contimued)
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The Press

A Damsel In Distress ?
COMMENTATOR

S UDDENLY the air was thick lust

week with reports of & crisis in
the Union Cabinet. Tt was said thal
the Prime Minister and her deputy
had onee again falled 1o Agrée—this
Hine on the question of Assam reorga-
showdown may be
Prime Minister’s re-
Myes Gandln and

nisution—and
the

abroad.

expected vn
lurn from
Mr Desail seeim 1o have entered into o
compact to feud eternally. and there
is no reason why the upshot should be
difierent this time, Both of them muy
continue after making the murky,; poli-
tics of the Congress party a lirtle mur

kier, But there were certain peculiari
ties in the manner in which the reporis
were gainitg curreticy that intrigued
the common Whatever differ-
ences there may be in the Union Cabi

réader

net over the proposed schome of re-
pregnisation of Assam they must have
before the Prime Ministers
There was enough ' mdica

arisen
deparitne.
tien that everything was not going well
with: thie ¢ when the snnounce-
ment of the Government's decision was
nol made on the appointed day and
was postponed till the Prime Minister’s

I‘.‘;I!L‘ 1i

returm

The perquisitewillas among Deélhi
reparters cotild have lailed o
Some of them have
claimed (hat they did not.  Normally
they would have spun a story round il
complete with 'details of what vicious
[ate ‘awaits the countiy il one or the
othei the Cabinet. But they
refrained. [n spite of the lrequeney
of Gandhi-Desai clashes over: what s
good for the country in which a point
of no veturn js reached every time und
then the miraele happens, a rift be-
tween the: Prime Minister and the
Députy Prime Minister has not yét
ceased to be news. N make @
lead story, especially in the silly sey.
son. But the correspondents who Knew
Al about 1t prelecred mot to break the
news, Wien ‘the sell-imposed cen-
sership was lifted, the $pread
through personal columng of special

not

notice this.

o LS

can

news
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correspondents in which trends, gossip
und prodilections of correspondents
predominated. It was surprising that
reports of & sérivus - breach between
the wo top men in the Government
had not been found worthy of news
page. Anothier interesting  point. was
that the correspondents had in their
individual wisdom decided 1o breuk
the news almost simultancously on the
eve of the Prime Mimster's renun.
No paper scemed to be louly 1o publish
the story on the reasonable ground
that it had already appeared in 2 rival
paper: nmor was there the cusfomaury
attempt on the part of a correspondent
whio had missed a good story to prove
that his rival had gone wrong at least
partially, if not wholly, The dispateh-
es tallied suspiciously in all essential
delails, [t scems some people in New
Delhi were interested in gelting the
story circulated at this pomt of time,
obviously for some one’s bepelit. And
the special correspondents had agreed
to eat out of their hands. Otherwise,
50 many correspondents could not
have decided one fine week 10 dip their
pens in the same ink.

The first to come out with the re-
port was K. Rangaswami of The
Hindd, presumably because his column
appears on Mondays. In his weekly
columin: which appeared on May 27
Rungaswami wrote that what inhibited
the Congress from bold and positive
petion was the in-fighting that had been
going on within the ranks of its Jead-
ers all the time. Otherwise, the last-
minute postponement of the decision
on the reorganisation of Assam cannot
be explained, Initially the controver:
sy was over the allotment of law and
order to the sub-State, and a compro-
misy wis evolved vesting the Gover-
nor with the responsibility of maintain-
ing law and order. But suddenly
vehement opposition to the entire
scheme of reorganisation was voiced.
Fear was expressed that il the Govern-~
ment of India yielded to the threat
of violence held out by the hill leaders,
similar auempts  at blackmail might
be made in other parts of the country
as well.  The Deputy Prime Ministor
and one or two other Ministers firmly
urged this point of view. Mr Fakh-
tuddin Ali Ahmed, who was (il then
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in support of the reorganisstion scheine
of Assam, backed opt. 1t is no doubt
a' delicate sitvation and must be tnck-
ledd carefully. 'Whether the problem
will be dealt with on merits or will
be shelved: (o avold & showdown at
the personal level remains to be seen,
If some Jeaders held steong  views
againgt 1he reprganisation of the Stite,
LHER one must eyen expect resignations
from the Cabinet, I is belieyed that
some leaders would pot mind prove-
king a crisis on an issue rather than
quarrel on personal grounds, The siiu-
ation will become elear when the Prime
Minister returns.  Meanwhile, dilly
dallying in Defhi moey well drown the
democratic leadership in the Hill dis-
tricts and demagogues with desperate
demands will dominate in -a delicate
zone 6o the border.

It was the turn of The Stutesman to
publish the story on May 28. The
witter preferred a cautious approach
and wok e pen-name ol “Chorus'.
The paper, however, sought to créate
an impression thal a freat secret was
being revealed, though to readers of
one national paper at least the siory
was twentyfoor hours old, “Chorus®
said at least two Ministers, Mr Morarji
Desai and Mr Fakhroddin Ali Ahmed,
had, gorie on record in Cabinet discus-
siens as opposing the Assam reorgani-
saton. s¢heme, H the schome: was
pushed through despite his opposition.
My Desai threatened (o vole against
It an Parliament and Mr Almed had
threatened not only to quit the Cabi-
net but 1o jom the Opposition.. On
lhe other hand Mrs Gindhi said she
was equally  determined 1o implement
the scheme unchangsd, At present,
there appears litle  possibility of 2
campramise; at any rate little effory is
being made to find one.  The poim
i the scheme to which Mr Desai
particolarly  objects s that  law
wodd - order should nat form part
0oL the subjects  trunsferred 1o
the proposed’ aulonouous State  to
be formed by Hilll Districts. Mr
Ahmed’s opposition is more [unda
mental, He fears that the ereation of an
uutonemons Hill State will mean the
totul' dismemberment. of Assam,. espe-
cuilly  because the Mikis Fills  and
North Cachar will also be given the

opten  to. quit the bigecs
Assam, He seems not to N
impressed by Mrs Gundhi’y
that all that was sought to be g
on the Hill Distriets was i
within Assam and not outsidsl
disgussions at the wo Cabinel
held before Mrs Gandhi lef)
South-Bast  Asia  tour  wee
heated, almost vituperative
Werg raised and wornings giv
conseqguences if the scheme:
thraugh as it stood.  Repercis
the lobbiegs of Parlisment becnd
ous ¢nough for Mrs Gandhi
al one stage of cancelling hoty
tour and see the reareanisation
through o the end.  Buf af |
she decided 1o postpone furth

in the hope that tempers wol

off and that the opposition wi
sen in the few days she would I8
According Lo “"Chorus”. the s
tion of Mr Desai & beliey

thid o compromise with him |
ble if he is allowed to abstal
vating in Parliament on }llé I
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W ropganisation. Bul it s
W briny 1 Mr Fukhruddin

1S ot to hotl - bring ound Mr Fu ll.l. d¢

e G .y fined becnuse hie thinks his poli-

s Gandhi's ang ST

Yooht e would porish il he avere

Jught to be ¢g ;

ricts was aolR 0 Whit he considers 1o be
HIin Was A

) il of Assam. Maybe his
it would become inevitable,

the bipper 8

ot outsicdei
wo Cabinet

Gandhi Jeft """ .
e @i come out with the story was

Whin Standard. In the issue of
i if the paper Ranajit Roy
fime ot the mesting of the Umon
Repercnsilil hchl a few hUlll‘.-_, l.\f:laj\.; Ll'l.::'
ament beca IMnualc:’» departure  for  her
18 Gandhi: (8 4 tour Mr Fakhruddin Al
ncolling her (D lltrcjxkc'ilul.i to resign not megely
5 i Govermment but also from
BTess and carry on a campaign

Wlle reorpanisation proposal 1f
aeopted, Mr Morarji Desal

it R Subhag Singh also had
B llem awitude  against the
L but they ook care pot to
B, There was a time when Mr
W Mchin had a speil over the
1 10 abstalg Mimsier. He Ims.-. now fal-
t on the B lwm grace. Mt Dinesh
. 4 cumong the few others
Germtinie 1o be wholly in the

Minlster's camp. It must have

W thoek to Mrs Gandhi that even

- Wit was critical of the proposal
USTRIE h&flhwu placed before the Cabi-
WVIE Sinph's attempt was 1o rescue
& RATLWiResime Minister from ber predica-
bind to prevent a final breach

IDUr  were
Huperilive,
IMngs ofvien
e scheme W

INEanisation g
Bur at tha
pone firthepy
_'Tllf'k'i.\ WO
POSION Wl
e would he
us"”, the Jatesh
IS believed
witly hif 4

JTORS D her and the Deputy Prime
ler by stressing the need for a

Bilse solution. The baitle, now

2y o Bilpeasion, will be joined again on

Gundhl’s: return, Roy writes that
Jie problemn of Assam Hill Dis-
B polines at the Centre has now
VACHIN Bl piun the consequences of which
il yeb be foreseen. Today Mis
dhi‘holds office not because of het
ilbence in the parly or support
fhose who control the party mach-
DSie s where she is because of
licile balance of forces. It is
| it thie Assam fssue is being ex-
et hy her adversanes to isolate
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Aardih R

il pdve the way lor a change.
0 new leader.  This prognosti-
i appears far-fetched.  But there
b teath 0 reports that some of
ppanisationnl leaders have chang
" leir Wlegs about My Desai and
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will support him in case of a fresh
contest, At any rate, the Prime Minis-
ter’s supporters hiave become alert and
so Jur as it lies with ‘them they will
try for an understapding with My
Desai on Lhe issue,

Not 1 be outdone by others,
Hindusian Times served the story in
a piece: by dts correspondent, M. K.
Dhar, on May 30, Dhar said the rift
between Mrs Gandhi and Mrp Desni
had come into the open during discus-
sions: on Assam’'s  reorganisation.
Apart from his objection in principle
to a separate Hill State, Mr Desai’s
oppesition. to the propesal was iater-
preted 1o mean that hie was beginning
to accept the advice ol his friends and
followers o take up an independent
stand on cértain issues o mmprove his
image,  The Home Minister’s inserut-
able silence over the merits of the ze¢
organisation scheme he himsell had
drafied may appear curious. But g
15 nob difficull o find an explanation:
he hag lately been trying 10 rerrace lis
steps: fearing criticism of the scheme
from the purty bosses, including Mr
Nijalingappa. Thus Mrs Gandhi heg-
self will have to pull her chestnots out
of the fire. Recent developments
plint to signs of new power alignments
and persondl equations building up in
the party leadership and a ‘sort of
power vacuum developing at the Cen-
tre with the major groups in the ruling
parly  pulling in different directions.
Lhe result of this developing yacuum i
that the Cabinet is usable to come
1o grips with major problems. The
Svadicate therelore seerms to think thal
the tume to steike has come.

[t 15 clear that all these correspon-
dents writing on different dates agree
on the natore of the “ersis” and the
protagonists. There is also an up-
mistakable: undercurrent of sympathy
for the Prime Minister in the dispaich-
es. It will be surprising, in the cir
cumstances, if the very special corres
pondenis have not been fed by the
sitme grape-vine.. It seems the Prime
Minister's P. R. men are an efficient
ot and some of them must have be-
come quile active in building up an
tmage of her as a damsel in distress
for a purpose which is yet to unfold
itsell.
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Film Crisis : New Phase
Pragopi Kunmar Marrra

1 HE strike of cinema house work-
ers is three months old now.
Their tenacity and  doggedness, their
rofusil 10 Rowiow to the owners nnd
the unity thit has been forged between
the actas” umbn, the technicians and
creative  workers i various  other
helds und the onlimary ‘Glngoes a
unigue, not ouly in the realm of (rade
Lmomsm but #ls0 in our cultural and
micllectus] movement. A stage [
beent reached when, 1 seems, passing
of resolutions is not  enough. The
siuanon calls log concerted action. by
all those who have come forward 1o
stull the opslaught on cultural Jife,

[he decision of 45 cinema  house
owners nat to screen Alms with which
three particular actors and three tech-
nicians connected  becavse  of
their open association with the strikers
and theie honest attempt to apprise the
Govermment  of the unwholesome
elfect of the proposed increase in the
price of tickets by ten puise; shows a
hscist proclivity. The oWmers were
dictuting terms [Or settlement by con-
cealing facts from the authorities. In
act the inner working of the industry
itsell is deliberately kept so confused
fhat even  when a commission was
prisbing into it some years back, fears
were expressed: by a member that the
ticks of the trade were not adequately
revedled; he was  reported to have
appended  a sepurate  note  with a
hank and [orthnght assessment,

[he sty “offenders” and some
oihers from the very beginning came
to brass lacks n the Samity formed
by the distributors. and  producers.
The first shot was fired by the Presi-
dent of the Actors' Uinion, questioning
the representative - character of the
body. The Samity was improvised, it
segmed clear, not no muceh to do some
good to the industry but to extract
coneessions from  the exhibitors and
W put up & front 16 deal with the
Government. 1L was an opporiunistic
dllisnce, because o the close observer
It was apparent that  basically the
exhibitors, who dominate the scene.

ure
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could not be in eternal enmity with
the other expropriators—ithe distribu-
tors and producers. Talk of self-regu-
lation m the industry, cleverly planted
by ‘the §; K. Patil Committée 1n their
teporl over a decade: apo, proved 1o
be a picce of self-delusion.

What is regrettible is the behaviou
ol some directors. who, while piymng
lip support 10 the cause ol the workers
ad fellow diectors, dctors and tech-
meinns, have recoiled under the pres-
sure of distibutory,: (Professional ethics
seems to be an alien ided among sec
uons i Wi eptertamment world.

Ihere are rencgades among  the
leghmarans oo, Clever  manipulauon
by the exploiters and the dubious
atfitnde of some of their leaders stand
in the way of any effective lijison with
lechnicians in general.  They fail w
teilise that by letting down the cause
ol the employees snd by harbounng
stooges they cut at the root of ther
own existence.  Things arc  taking
shape in  a clearly recognisable
tasinon, The situation has unleashed a
whole range of possibilities whereby
unifed action by the striking employ-
ces, technicians, actors, directors and
the wade union apparatus, coupled
with the massive support of the crea-
uve and antellectual  workers and
common people, will compel the arro-
ganl cmployers o see the futility of
thelr stupid stand,

Ihe showhouse owners include
some former defectors in the politi-
cul Deld. The pressure  brought to
bear by them must not be allowed 1o
be decisive. The exhibitors” unilateral
decision to open a dozen showhouses
holds o threat, These are in localities
notoriously prope o inflammable con-
ditions on minor pretexts, It seems the
move s calcolated, The former defec-
tors: may have started their political
game in o previously untested area of
operation,

This is the time to evolve proper
machinery to regulate the industry and
protect it from the limitless greed of
the: monopolists.  Self-regulation  is
bunk. Taking over a few showhouses
and leaving  other areas  untouched
will be only tinkering with the pro-
blem, Distributors are unlikely to play
angel o the Government. So far per-

suasion by the State has I
deliver the goods, Delayed
might deny justice altogether.
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Not Amateuris

MAR  Nanden, who pi

pleasure: and does ngg
up with his means of livelilig
which be works in a small olfig
a solo exhibition of his puin
week al the Birln Academy,
Avenue, Calentta. Althoogh
amateur, he is not amateurish
taken the trouble to leamn thg
tique of his craft and one can g
his interest in It is never flaggil
generally favours the formal ap
but that is not to say that hHig
wre mechameal. Most  of i
wittm and fresh.  He bhandl :
colours with greater cefficacy (8
does oils and  he had a nugiEeein
pastels that were quite engagingaiee
cially considering  the fact i
was the artist’s  first  exlubitd M.
pastel picce  “Landscape” JEESRST.
dreamy guality, “Ruins”™ was gmliucic
constructed oll, but, as is so offEREEe=Amit
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Group of Five pto Ast
The Birle Academy alsa WESES & T

an  exhibition by a - Oceu

group.

prising five painters. The pariliSeEs frest
had one lhing in common. Ming t
wuas sincerity  and being F loo o
without being flashy. g hurt

Among the participants, Mriiipeesent i
Chakravorty was selective  anisii i st
10 retain the essentials,  repits hes

the redundant. His canvases MRIGE OF 1
considered and buile up with
tion, “Composition”  was on
canvas,

Benu Lahirt is simple and
tatious, but her very simplicity
asset, for, without any
screeching  notes, she
convey her message. An
this is “At Work",

About ‘Shyamal  Bose's
there is absolutely no doubt; o
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lom aeeoumt  of his mastery
B mediin (o) that he can
iy @l with ‘such stark .eco-
o coloor. “Lemon Light"”
S8 dream world 'of 4 mundane
'?-fll(.’l“‘l-d m":“"d m{fh' S
s DS Iandscapes  are pood,
M seuins 401 le be s0 sure ol
[alien the subject is water, Her
firmulited “Hutments™ is articu-
fart, who piiant “Munno™  js g fiving port-
d l!ﬂl_“‘.' JTAY S
of hivelihosimmh Rohatgi 18 on a soft and
& smiall officdimte She holds the viewer's atten-
[ his RIS her quitt nssertiveness and
\cadeny, Solliiie in her medium.. Of her
Although Kl tle ofic wo liked most
mleurish AT I wis gently  modulaed
0 lewrn thelMMMisically composed.
¢ one can @
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ovage Of Discovery™

Wi lirgd  editorinl, “Voyage of
¢ engaping Y ® (hung ). was interesting
1 fact (hyomvncing reading except for =
exhibitiii W,  showing . momentary
scape™  Jyslmion, or—shall 1 say?—a fleet-
1™ was sEEDaten when vou talk of
§ i5 so ofeEeAmerican druzba®”.  Not thal
aved syb hing is an cternal impossibili-
Y become » reality some day,

BEF “the pood Americans™ Jeave

P Aslins, or withdraw their 7th
U pefode 10 have bases m the

Y also  hl

group flopan, bui afier those rolten
The particieed Besh, American  neo-colonia-
non, pod@ednd their stinking neo-colonial
fg  appeEei costly  for themselves, and

e lurt ito Lheir own shell. For

ket il is just o paranoid pheno-

o In somebody's fertile brain! 1
Wi hezar the all-clear signal from
ot mist-

its, Mrigy
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iplicity Student Bebellion

¥y loud)

gy e students, whether in g
il lown of West Bengal or in

N
Imstase

: il Berlin, Prague or New York,
ise's  4l@llie move >  No doubt econo-
bt and M political and cultural reasons are
NE 8, [IRE 8, 1968
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there: there is the impact of the
thoughts of Mao Tse-tung and Gue-
vara. But why s the first tremer of
the upheavals récorded among the
students? The reason perhaps 1s that
like peasants in underdeveloped coun-
tties the stndents sire the only stratum
in society which has nothing to lese
but the sense of Insignificance. Loss
of a sense: of significance 1s the: result
of the alicnation of capitalist society
—the result of the overall dehumani-
zation of values and social relations
A student who is in great need of
identification thinks himself insignifi
cant, powerless and helpless in  the
education factory whose prototype iy
the sotiety itsell. Hence the anger,
the rebellion and the intellectual gueri-
la wartare In the underdeveloped
countries, the two  most important
vevolutionary forces are the peasantry
and 1he studenis,  Coordination be-
ween these rural and urban
forees is necessary,
ARJUN BANDYOPADHYAY
Naihati.

Jadavpur

Jadavpur University makes it vul-
netable to American influences to an
extent that is not possible in Calcutta
and ‘other universities in this zone.
How do thése influences opérate?

There are several hobby clubs and o
centre ol the World University Ser
vice (WLUS), whose 'main funetion is
1o inject jingoistic  ¢hauvinism  and
Yankee culture into the students. The
clubs are virtyally run by a university
official, though a fake election of a
student  seevetary  nlso fakes place
every year, Io the Debating Society
the topics are go chosen as to avoid
the main social contradictions of the
day and to introduce Americanized
snobbery and all sorts of flippancy. A
recent  infer-university debate on
“Lady Pankherst has destroyed
woamanhood™ shows how perverted a
debate can be! Also on the same dais
an inter-university debate was held in
the presence  of the officials of the
I1.S5. Embassy on ‘the the
Ford Foundation in the educational
sphere of India® last vear whereas a
debate “communism has conlradicted

tole of

its own theory by coming to power
through the ballot-hox™, proposed
and suggestéd by the College of En-
gineering chlm{nl-};y Students Union,
was postponed indelinitely on sy
erounds,

The WUS organised a fée "0 help
e T.B. patients”, where quite a sum
of money was spent  (elecohol was
there) . It 15 alleged that the
closing balince was Rs 9. The WLIS

also organizes manmy  social festivals
like “Holi” and “Rakhibandhan™. At
these: funections students pget acquain-
ted with groups of “American couples’
or some individuals who iovite them
to informa) discussions on a w z ol
Indinn aml American policy, parlici-
larly the Viemmam war. One of the
directors.  of ‘the Indo-American Sp
ciely i5 the chairman of one of the
hobby clubs and another advisor is
new undergoing traming in the USA.

In recent weeks, one Dr Beach of
an American university was permitted
1o circulate a form among studenls
wliich raised objeciions from a sec-
tion of the students, Some purts of
the form What is your socio-
gconomi¢: class - -

Con&itlering  only the students in
your class, who are your best friends?
Please PRINT their names below .

Considering  only the studsnts in
your class, who are the persons you
div 1ot like or like the least. Please
PRINT thi¢ir names below {All ans-
wers will be kept confidential)

Which political “party 01 croup do
you TiKe .

This could bean-aiempt 10 classily
stydents and might be [ollowed by dis-
grimination and victimjzation.

A STUDENT

ares

Calculta

Genoride
In your joumal dated May 18 1
read with profound interest Jfean-

Paul Sartre’s arficle on Genocide.
Surfre’s style of writing is wonder-
ful, and living as we do in a country
where the academeciins  decry Mar-
xism a5 owdated, Sartre’s analysis of
the reasons behind 118, intervention
in Vietnom is masterly, He points ont
that the strength of a united people can
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withstand aggression by the most
powarful imperialist country. So to-
day in a war betweeti the metropolis
and the colony it is not possible for
the ageressorto dufeat the ruled coun-
try without destroying the entirg civil
population. That is not possible for
& country which has yesied interests in
the colony, America has no such
stake in Viemam and so it is ‘out 1o
kill | the whole Vietnamese people so
as to prevent the possibility of “com-
munise expansion®,

A K Roy

Bankurm.

United Iront

Ta blazes with Mr Sukumar Paul
because he could not bring himsel!
to praise one basking in the glory of
beimg a theoretician,  In pulling the
aguestion 1o My Probodh Ch. Dutta
Mr Paul merely echoed the view of
the supporters  of the United Front
Government in West Bengal, Stull, Mr.
Paul should not have forgotten thal
digmfied silence 15 the only answer 1o
the smear campaign launched against
the Ieaders of the Margzist party,

We are already in the swirl of reve-
lution gnd only men in blinkers do not
own up the incontrovertible fact: that
the tnsks of the revolution are being
aocomplished: that they are heing
accomplished is scen hevond a wisp of
doubt in the fact that the Marxisl
party, particulacly since  the United
Front Government was shoved out of
the picture, has come out stronae:
and gunlitatively more unifted and has
already won over what belonged to ¢le-
ments less relishle on the trade union
front, And that s exactly. what sends
eold shivers down the spines of the
dichard reactionaries,

However, what we crave for in your
esteemed weekly are less revalution
ary parrot-cries, less snap evaluations
bordering on pontification, and more
objective. depiction of reality as' well
as-an analytical diaenosis of the causes
leading 1o the Indian Communist
movement  being  ham-handed  ancd
positive sugeestinpns  as to how the
Hmitations can be glaved off.

Iyort . Roy-CHOUDELRY
I‘)u'm Dum Cantonmen!

-

Railways

Never before has discontent among
the sisll been moOre acute as now on
Edstern Railway. 1 proper steps iire
fiot taken to remove this discontenl,
the lives of many passenpers will be
in daneer owing to human failores in-
evilabile under present working condi
tiens. 11 will not do, for instance, 1o
issue good chits to the administration,
as & daily tried to .do” under a piece
entitled. “Railways® Problem of Ra-
tionalization”.

The correspondent who wrote it
tried ta boost the imape of Asansol
Division, dwelling on certain experi-
ments to check ticketless travelliap,
and all'that. But a correct and impar-
tial ‘probe into stuff discontent, ‘spe-
gially in’ Asansol Division, will reveal
how & high-handed Pivisional Supe-
rintendent is treating the employees,
In the name of economy' people are
being made surplus and forced to' do
all sorts of odd jobs.

Agread thar ticketless travelling is
rampant over the Indian Railways, but
one wonders what profection s given
to the checking staff against physical
assaulis by regional goonda elements
duly protegtad by the political big
brother (Congress)? Isn't it as
much a problem of the Railwayvs as it
iz for tho State governments 2 How
miich help have the State gGvernments
willingly given s6 far ?

Whett a checkar trving to haul up
persons fravelling withodt tickets  at
Madhupur, in Asansol Division, was
being merciledsly beaten' up’ by goon-
¢las, tha Divisional Superintendent was
sitting quietly in his coach at the e
station,  New oxperiments indeed!

SOME  RAILWAYMEN
Calcutta,

Vivekananda Roek

it is strange that in a conntry where
people: die on the footpath nod where
death from starvation is a daily affair
we are going to spend some Rs. 50
likhs for the Vivekananda Memorial
Rock. This amount can be spent in
installing pumps for irvigation in' 4
droueht affected ared. Tn the name of

voluntary donation, the: safff
organisations: will be indirsiie s oF
o rcontribute, '

Your Religion}

India is a secular counl
Government is not supposed
aboul the religion of any

is intensely personal. But (EESRE Y&
the: question of what rell e Year
belongs o when he or she g

p sty I do wri h

¢ posty 11 do write Muob Bl

instead of Hindu could it gl

thing at all? T
Wonld you think that il

is necessary? If we simply

selves Indians, would it g An
helpiul?
KASHIN
Ja
] All
Germany Lo

I read the article “New W
Germany”', by Abdul Gs i
t1). Foscism in post-wap §
can be overthrown ooly by
working class movement, ond
and intellectuals may nt besy
the role of leadership, 1§

a hopeful sign that the stud 1
realised the gravity of the
Wihether they condemn Russ
sionism or not dogs uot mif
they must come inlo contac A
workers, make them elasso
Revolationaries in every coun
concentrate on  their mtemil
lems; Their sympathy for
namese 19 all nghi, but the fis
desperate and  formation of
organisations not backed by
can do Germany no good.
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HUNGERN!

indiz’s poverty is paradoxical. Hare, too many people toll to wrest a living from tha earth, but the earth
yiglds far too litile. Embarrassed by the richness of resources and the poverty of means to explait them,
India produces not enough fasd to feed all of its poputation,
Only large-scale mechanized farming coupled with intensive rural electrification can get the couniry perma-
" nentlyaut of this rut. Rural slectrification on & wide scale can bring powsr 10 our farmers and help tiém
grew mora foad, and attein @ new prosperity.
GEC have been plaving & key rola in making the country’s rural electrification programme & success, GEC's
vast reservolc of technical know-how and resources are direated to improve continually all GEC equipment
that are essential to copa with the increasing prolilems ol power distribution and utilisation'in rural areas,
During these years. GEC have been called, many times, 16 participate in the vital nation-bullding projects ihat
are heliping to change the face of rural India—piojects that include the Bhakra Nangal and the Hirakud Dams,
GEC have also played a leading role in successfully implementing the programme ol village elecurification.
GEC heve supplied a large number of transformers, morors, swilchgear and pumpsets 1o help make the
*Grow More Food® campaign & success.:
In all these developments one factor remains unghanged—ihe GEC quality. Installed at Indis’s ferms. GEC
quality products are helping to bring the country closer to agricultural self-sufficiancy and farm prosperity.
No wonder, they have become the most trusted weapans in the country's fight atainst hungar
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THE QGENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY OF INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED.
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