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T‘WENTY vears in office have ipured Congress leaders to callousness
towards public criticism, however justified. Not only are they deter-
mined to make hay while the Congress sun shines but have even the effron-
lery to sermon the people on probity and rectitude. Tt is, therefore; 100
much to expect that either the Deputy Prime Minister, My Morarji Desai,
or the Congress President, Mr S. Nijalingappa, will be abashed by the
recent  disclosurés in  Parliament. In  the forthright manner for
which he is famed Mr Desai has refused to see any unusuality in his
son continuing to get & princely sum—maybe oot from the point of view
of Congress leaders—from a private firm even after he had ceased to be
in its employ. Nor does he, as a votary of Gandhign truth, think
it onusual to tel]l Paliamentthat his sen had “‘severed connection
with business” though at that time the son was drawing “a little over
Rs. 4,000 per month” from the firm,

That the matter has not been sent to the Privileges Committee of
Parliament exonerates none. Even il the Speaker had held otherwise,
any breach of privilege could form only a small part of the guilt, In some-
what similar circumstances a former Finance Minister had wailed in Parlia-
ment with unaccustomed modesty that he had become & pauper in the service
of the country and the members should not grudge if he gave his sons
his name, jor that was the only legacy he was in a position 10 bequeath.
Normally, this 1s unexceptionable, but suspwion grows if an indifferent
son suddenly acquires a reputation for efficiency and what not in the shady
warld of busingss as soon as his father becomes a minister.  Mr Desal may
be a doting father and have any opinion about his son : but the people
will require much more than his word for il to befieve that a firm whose
business practices: have compelled even the Congress Government o initiate
some form of enquiry should have retained a former employee “on a monthly
remuneration of Rs, 2,050 only™ if he did not happen to be the Deputy
Prime Minister’s som:.  Mr Desai himself bas admitted that his son was
getting this amount not for any work but for the “valuable service rendered”
when he was an employee of the firm and also for not disclosing anything
about ‘the transactions dong during his ‘period in office, Was it beeanse
Mr Desal’s son could squeal that he was ppid by the firm for three whole



But the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter’s high sense of copybook mogality
appears 10 bt fexible enough not 1o

veurs ?

regitrd (it as such,  And, who knows
how many Close relatives of Mimsters
and other dignflaries are geiting pad
by private firms for their “valushle
service™ @

(v is nol/the sony alone who are pros-
pering.  Mr Nijalingappa has  taken
care 1o see that the sons-in-law do'not
feel neglected: His son-in-law, @ junior
[AS officer, hus been appointéd the
Mysore Government’s trade agent in
Londan in supetsession of the claims
of his. senior colleagues. Mr Nija-
lingapea is not @ member of Parlia-
mefit and ¢ould nov, therefore, enligh-
ten the House on how brlliant the
son-in-law: is. From published e
ports it is not clear whether the ap-
pointment was made when the father-
in-law was the Chicf Minister of
Mysore; there may be undisclosed rea-
sons why the Congress President closed
shop as chief minister only after pub-
fic protest against his holding the two
posts simultancously had Become 100
Strident to! be lgnored:. The present
Chief Minister ‘is My Nijalingappa's
ghosen mun, and #t will not be: any
extenuation if the appointment was not
made i the futher-in-law’s time. Sig-
pificaptly, the Mmister of State for
External Affairs, Mr B, R. Bhagat,
could say nothing in Parliament in sup-
port of the appointmenl. A way oul
may be to abolish the post, as My
Bhagat has hinted; this will undo one
mischiel only but not climinate job-
bery. On the other hand, Mr Nija-
linguppa may he encouraged in con-
tiniing to exercise his Mpolitical pre-
rogative” to secure bepefits for him
self and men of his choice by the
stour defence by Mr Bhagat of the
arantipg of a diplomafic passport 10
him for visiting Japan. The invitation
had come from a private organisation
in Tokvo when Mi Nijalingappi was
Mysore’s Chief Minjster and he has
availed himsell of 1t when he ceased
o Be so.  As the invifation was not
renewed after be became the Congress
President, Mr Nijalingappa, m all pro-
bubility, visited Japan as a self-mvited
auest.  The aditional Japanese court-
esy miay have overooked this irregu-
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larity; but the Governmem ol India
took an additional precaution by issu-
mg mm a diplomatic passpori and
grapting him an undisglosed amount
of foreign exchange 1o give this intri-
sion upon Japanese hospitality & phony
respectability.  Parhaps the Govern-

Strange

Irrespective of how things um out
in' Vietnam, the dangertus years age
only beginning for the American npation.
The Republican National Convention
is assembling over this weekend, Ac-
cording (o, most present indications,
the” shop-worn  Richard Nixon will
trivmph at the Convention; all the
Rockefoller zeal—backed by all the
Rockefeller money—will be of na
ayail'; the delegates will not change
their mind at this, the eleventh hour.
The Democratic Convention 100 is
scheduled to meet later in the month
in Chicago. There 100, it seems the
Establishmentwallas  will sueceed in
bulldozing Hubert Humphrey's candi-
dacy for President, and Eugene McCar-
thv's Jong. heroie trek since Novem:
ber will come to nought.,  Barring a
series of miracles between new and the
end of the month, the American nution
will. therefore, be left with o Hobson's
choice: Paleface I will be nominated
o give battle 1o Paleface 1. Cliche
will compete with cliche, und the his-
tory and the exditement of the last
few months will be reduced to' total
irrelevance. Of course, frism the side-
lmes. George Wallage, the ragist from
Alabaria, doubling up as the Cham-
pion of States' nghts, will provide
divertissement of a sor i November,
but that will merely ageravate the
darkness of the choice.

And ver the electorate is leaving no
douby at all as to where its predilec-
tions lie. For opinion polls ‘show
their verdict: amongst the Reépublicans,
the people would prefer Rockeleller
to Nizon, and amongst the Democtats,
in' the people’s preference MeCarthy
far outtlistances the incumbent Vice-
President, This is thus a strange
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et have 8

e OppositiOnSmmiy «xctly is going on, or can
L ihe traiffic NN ot the Paris talks on Viet-
we a5 long W Plhoge who are  melined to
L J phally cides for the stalemate
l i well 1o recall that the ks
t wnnged  specifically (o discuss

phbionol end o the American
g uf North Vietnam. But the
s have made it clear that this
fhio suhject they watnt to discuss
B ol Harping on “reciprocal Tes-
A this had at doy time béen
Bn &8 an item [or considera-
dirivg the current talks, Quile
B fom (this unashamed violation
B hadls o whieh the talks were

oe m wineh il
lectorate maottéed
lirties. the delbsil
boscarcely  repron
al the supports
can

N BOsses

sition of the oSG 1ie  American  demand
{ the wishes & e objectionable ar any time.
wis. For a deriying  suggestion that (he
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ot
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pou side has shown any signifi-
msitint has nothing to do with
ihe territorial exemption from

mg upon the S8Ry ordered by President
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Mt than offset by the intensi-
By ol the mailds on  unexempted

/Iy, cven lh e well as the ferocity of the
1 will have dt:[lq S on the people of Sooth Viet-
that the AmERUSEIRY 3 hopeless bid o punish the

gither Riclviud S

; e Besides, there can mever
tbert Horatio Hig

yguestion of reciprocity between
it worned Sboulwesor and his victim; by accep-
fcanons  of & SEE principle of “reciprocal res-
' this pature, SO e North Viemamese and the
Jmestic scenc IE con only place  themselves
IF2. - Following W8S e footing as the apgressors.
sith the. Presiden L ¢otirse, maive to believe
younger RCTICHISSENNES & show of “restraint” by the
and women mAVEEEN Vicnamese and the Vietcong
¢ view that cleClUi (inc: the Americans to scale
the enfire cleCHISNPNL way,  Washington has gone
perpetuation af e all ite undertakings, includ-
s 00 way OF POl one 1o discuss an unconditional
tey might then SRR ile bombing, and there is litile
coufse, continuEH o hope (hat the bombing would
§ will, of courseal pped even if its demand for “re-
fver to Black POWSE were met. As Mr Xuan Thuoy
| this, there maylI gid: “Althoogh thers have
lie chink of even (SR meken attacks on Saigon for
suth who will il weeks, the :\m-:r!u::m_-f maintnin
will then be tnd piives.” ‘Washington will al-
nerican society. PR 01 finding excuses for not
as it #s thou sowelmmRe"s oF scnling du}«::‘. its attacks.
e My Clark Clifford’s  recent

o Soutly Vietam, there were re-
Wiesesting the possibility of a
I
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moderate shift in American policy, but
anmy hopes that might have been raised
ware ‘blighted by Mr, Jolinson’s bellr
cose stutement after his talks with Mr
Nguyen Van Thieu at Honolulu:. And
Mt Johnson stepped up his. bellicosity
by his warning last week that the US,
attacks could be further stepped up.
Hanoi's response to this threat of fur-
ther escalation has been charactenstic
of its resolve. “No mattey what wea-
pons they use against us,” sad the
North Yictnamese Party journul Nfan
Dan, “pothing can save them™. Per-
haps “they” o realize this (0 some
exteitt, and the-inereasing signs of con-
fusion in American policy, despite Mr
Johnson's tough postures, could be
partly cdue 1o this realization,

gzi. Now Thailand ?

Only a few months buck American
oflicials in Bangkok were radiating
comlidence. All the talk about Thai-
land becoming a “second Vietnam™ was
laughed off, The Thais, they assérted,
were not likely (o take Mao's path.
A hard-headed realist in  Thailand,
however, warned in June last yeas,
“I've servedin both Viemam and The-
land and I'll tell you that things look
far worse here today than they did in
Saigon in 1960.” By their recent at-
tack on the huge air base of Udorn,
guerillas of the Thailand Patriotic Front
vindicated the pessimist Official ‘while
shattering the smug confidence of the
others,

With this onslaught 6n the Udomn
air base the guenfla war in Thailand,
already two yeuars old, attained a' new
height. In Vietnam in 1960 guérillas
of the National Liberation Front en-
gaged only in smallsscale hit-and-run
attacks and' ambush of army patiols.
Commando raids deep into heavily
defended pir bases like Udorn were
at that time out of the question. Du-
rifig the recent raid the Thai guerillas
penetrated deep into ‘the base and
damaged aircraft worth several million
dollars with a minimuin loss of their
DWIL

More than the Tloss in ferms of
alrcraft and soldiers the blow at Udom
has upset the strategic caleulation of

American special war expetts, Cons
trary  to the behef initally fostered,
the half-a-dozen U.S. air bases in Thil-
kand have not been  built simpy to
cater to the needs of the Vietnum war,
Fhey were conceived as dependsble
operalioiinl centres  against outbreak
of guerila war in  some luture date,
Iherr argument ran lke this = When
i February 1965 American - maines
luoded m Vietmam the only existing
ol bases of mmportance were Saigon
angd ien Hoa, Duging the next one
and hall year the Americans were en-
gaged m building and defending the
huge bases of Chin Lai, An Khe and
Cam Ranh and remodelling: those of
Da Nang and Phu Bai, This pegiod
gave the Vielnamese communists an/in-
valuable breathing space durng wineh
they could build ‘ap their forces un-
disturbed. In short the Amencans in
Victnam suffered because landing: of
troops wis not preceded by establish-

ment ol bases, Hence the réverse
process wus lullowed in Thailsnd.
Giant air bases ar Udorn, Nakhon

Pinom, Ubon, Korat and Takhii and
the sero-naval complex at ‘U Tapuo
were established belore the guorilla war
assumed menscing proportions,  Bup
belying all this calculation, guerilly
warfare has spread (o 29 of Thailand's
71 changwats, or provinces, The
presence of 600 aircraft and 43,000
U.S, woops, brutal repression and
niepalm bombing have fdiled to sup-
press the people's strugele. The raid at
Udom only dramatically undescores
this failure.

But there is perbaps no end 1odihe
inventive genins of the Thai | rulers
when it is a question of deluding one-
self. Immediately after the raid the
Thaj Army discovered that the maid-
ing puerillas were all Vigtnimese com-
missivned by Ho Chi Mink. How this
startling fact was revealed was not
however stated., Pogsibly the blood
ol the dead guenllas was of the Viet-
namese growpl  Neither was it glear
how a band of Vietnamese guerillas
could get into Thailand ¢rossing strais
ghtawny the State of Laos will all i
claborate border defence, [t must
have been a clear case of hop over
Luaos, step ot Pu Pan hills, and jump
at Udornl The comical side apan,

3
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this charge pgainst North' Vietnam is
breathtakingly audagious;, coming as it
does from a country from where 80%
of the! US bombers start their marsud-
ing missions agamst North Vietnam.

Nothing Like Culture

Nop many within this country may
have heard of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, though it was re-
cently reported that the Council had
sucoeeded i steadily stepping up its
sxpenditure over the past few years,
I'hat ‘not much s Known aboul its
wark is not, of course, necessarily a
measure ol 15 performance; the relu-
tions i1 seeks 10 promole are, after
ally with other lands und peoples, And
that, too, at such e¢n indeterminnte
level as the cultural. ‘That is pechaps
why there is not much evidence of the
Council’s exertions in the wider world
cither:. But we could be wrong. or
pechaps do not know where 10 look;
there must be something the Council
spends ils money on.  According o
the latzst Press report, the ICCR's acti-
vities include the publication of jours
nals, financing of cultural delegations
anl organization of culiural exchanges

ﬁ:_-ls - S —-RG0

by the award of scholarships, There
are so many delegations and exchangoe
scholars—cultural . and other—cons-
fantly sweeping across all parts: 0f
the globe that it is difficult to be stre
which or who is financed by whem.
The ICCR cannot be blamed for this
confusion.  As fop its journals, most
copies are distributed free in the woe-
ful absence of buyers and are, like
most other free literature, pethaps pul
1o uses ofher than readmg, let nlone
preservation, It is therelore hardly
likely (hat one would come across any
of these in libraries or private studies.

All this, we suppose, is in mid of
“projecting” India's cultural image
abroad. The Mmistries of External
Affairs and of Information and Broad-
casting are feverishly engaged in this
projection game : the Council, which
is presumably a creation of the Minis-
try of Education (or of the lale un-
lamented Ministry of Sciemtific Resear-
c¢h and Cultugal Affsirs?). lends a
helping hand. Should one consider
such duplication wasteful, if not the
whole exercise unuecessary, one had
better brush up one’s Parkinson, Be-
sides, culture has possibilities other
than, a Porkinsonian proliferaticn of
jobs. If you re fin a position. to
offer free tnips fo Indis 10 some care-
fully selected people in other countries,
you can legitimalely expect in returh
occagional invitatlons to  visit theirs,
And if the peeple you invile arg also
pawerful in the cultural racket, you
tog may hope o be: recognized by
them as 4 man of culture. Why, you
might even become known as a man of
icarning, There's nothing easier than to
go and lecture u foreign audience on
Indian cultare; if vou choose aspects
(teal or imaginary) of this amorphous
subject your audience has never heard
of you will be known as a man of greal
scholarship, and if you confine your-
self 10 vague generalities you will be
admired for your philosophical vision
and wisdom. Culture has rewards
which are somelimes denied even in
pofities, It is, therefore, idle to ex-
pect that investment in bodies like
the TCCR will be redoced—not 50
long as a few are ip a position to muke
investments with  funds: provided by
all and keep the refurns Lo themselves.

messe (0

gandit

[ the nati

r " =1 .

T'he Dangerous Esl '“"?:3\
- i .

s thou

View from Delhi

From A Pouimical. CORRESIREER. -\ 1i;

\ ' : Rvellers 1

] N this our capitil of umpleelSEREIRL- |

rackets, the Fourth ESEEENC.
among the bigger vested intorsiBEEN A «

jute and cement stngs topeiig

! 5“" rer
the requirements of the colily :

e supg
tended to make it so,  We collBBEE i |
Unreal Esigte or  the DullSen: rr
Estate,  The contours of UipSESsss 1
were ciched cleaver by the comiBsRes (1o
strike in the sewspaper indusTREEEES =i
the ong-day token strike on Mg the
The only significant section thsl T
legged on July 29 was the sup heons b
min caste called the Special SRS -
pongdents, including those of IS st 1),
Establishment. Special correspies 1., (|-
ship i New Delli was once & vt over
mism (or ventriloguism, NOWHEEEES ooih:
meany the slimy contacunany B list
licences and pernuts, the 4 T gam;
sopge parting with vital infes e o
in return for doty-free whiskyl kil
honorary PROs for the G Boit 4nd
in retamn for fringe benedits ISR N o1,
sidised flar or an AIR ussj Biie uni
The caste that used the workiSs journ:
riakists” movement and its [eyet Merssialists

y Priank B <[4 q )
the: Press barons 1o climb lo hvwn the
now looks shocked at the upd T 1
talk of wage hoards and 1oken W in P

At no time were the Presg ancpded
sy jittery @s they were Inst wesl nsjourn:
the: steike going sfmn:,; in NowlsESES 1ot <
Bombaoy and Caleutta. i Sfar. I
Ifmf.'c u}rn;icl‘ji.in :I. ITsumt';dii:l? '. annot
or [l.lll_l'l..J IS8 = nnc l'll 0=l . ha claim
but the Right Communist b8 S Gine
of the working journ:bists i Hed by

teying (0 make politics ol

issye, just bhecause the unini iR gen
nonsjournalist employees linggs BAs for
be Ted by Mr 8. Y. Kolhatias B0 o

CPI(M). . of 1t

During the: Lok Sabha (i -‘-‘,‘T[ W idic
on the strike, Mr N, Dancik vz o
Swatantra Party saw in it A B R

conspiracy by the CommunisteiSEESNe o F i)
out the news from Czechiond ki ;b.;,‘
One wished ‘it were troe. 1t Jad the .
one of the {ragedies of tid Iy 1

WGUST

journalists’ movement that Sol

AUGUST §§




in the form of junkets abroad
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needed for caleulating the gquantum
of aid cul for India. Everything poinls
{0 1 gonvergence of smper-Power inter-
ests on the sub-continent and to that
extent the manbeuvrability ‘of both
India and Pakistan is lost. The total
vilie of the aid the two countries on
the sub-continent would get fromy the
twiy super-Powers together would not
he variable whatever the permutafions
and combinations in our foreign policy.
The talk of manceuyrability is there-
fore ‘meaningless,
¥ *

A commentary appearing in Pravda
18 migmificant ; The Soviet commenta-
tor's attdck ‘'on the JTena' Sangh -and
the Swatantra Parly is not over their
attémpt  to  undérmine  Indo-Soviet
frighdship hut their desighs against
India's policy o©of non-alignment.
India’s foreign policy, as practised,
appears most accéeptable to the Soviet
Government and even Mr Dange who
wanted it followed a little more sincere-
Iy would seemt o be wrong, Whm is
more significant is the commentator’s
reluetance to. attack the PSP and the
S8P who were as critical of the Soviet
arms sple to Pakistan as the two right-
it pmties. Thero appears to be a
studied effort to gloss over the anti-
Sovictism of the two socialist parties.
There is also a deliberate attempt to
averlook the CPT(M)’s position against
any socialist country giving arms to
any country except to fight imperial-
isim.

W £

My Y B Chavan's cryptic statement
in Parfinment ‘that the Nagi Reddy
communists and their plans to form a
third commmunist party are being wat-
ched is by itself insignificant and can be
dismiissed as the routing answer to a
rottine - question.

But Mr Nagi Reddy's call on
August 2 for 4 retornt to the Telengana
line and hint 6f return to armeéd strug-
gle puts Mr Chavan's remark in pers-
pective,

My Nagi Redidy’s contention is that
the all-India leadership of the CPI1
called off the Telengana struggle with-
out consulling the party cadres, All
thit i a bit of forgotien history now.
Even the Andhra communist leader-
ship was stampeded into calling off

the armed strugele all because the all-
India leadership had 10 suborn its own
strategy 1o Moscow’s interests, Cold
war replaced class struggle in Maos-
cow's armounry and that calminated in
the betrayal of n movement in India.

To recall a bit of history, the Andhra
communists have been the custodians
of whit has now come to be recogni-
sed as the Maoist ling even before the
People’s Republic of China camiz into
being. The Telenguna struggle had

begun in 1946, cven before India's
independence, during P, C. Joshi’s

period of “right reformism™ and con-
tinued through Mr B, T. Ranadive’s
period of “left sectarianism”, So when
Moscow directed suspension of the
strugele the CPI's leadership had an
unpleasant task to pérform. A reso-
lution of the Céntral Comimittée n
May 1951 said that while the parly
hHad to make suggestions on tactics it
could not decide on or call ol the
people's strugple, that the decision
wias up to the people of Telengana,
and that the parly wanied 1o protect
them and their hard-won gaing, It
was apologetic in  its tone, “Al the
same {ime the CT wishes to stale 'that
it is prepared to sofve the problem by
neggotintionis and scttlément and intefi-
ds to preserve and protect the interests
of the peasantry and the people and
to réstore peaceful conditions n the
area’”. On October 22, 1951 a siate-
ment on behalf of the Central Com-
mittee and the Andhra Pradesh Com-
mittee said they had decided “to ad-
vise the Telengana peasantry and the
fighting partisans to stop all partistan
actions and to mobilise the entire peo=
ple for an effective participation in
the ensuing general clection 1o rout
the Congress at the poll™
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The Jormer U, K. Copservaiive
Prime Minister, Siy Alee Douglas
Home, old a party rally on
Saturday, his party would ry o
restore Britain's presence in the
Persiane Gulf .and Singapore i
rettrned to power,

o L
Sir Alec Douglas Home called
an Friday nighi for a new West-
ern défence pact, intliding JTapan,
1o help preserve peace in South-

Fast Asia agpaingg any  threat
from China.
—The Times of India, Monday

July 22, 1968

HUS spake Sir Alec Douglas
Home, the not so gallant knight
of the Vanishing British Empire. 1t
is becoming clearer with every passing
day that the diehard racists and neo-
imperialists are itching for g full-scale
come-back to their former colonics.
In some cases, paradoxically, their
interests in the exploitation of the
natural yesources of these Thas in-
creased manifold after their pull-out.
The pational bourgeoisie, which hos
taken over the right 1o exercise the
direct political power, is closely col-
laborating with the former rulers of
the colonies.

Sir Alez Douglas Home's cancern
for the preservation of peace in South-
Bast Asia is very touching. Tt i
bound to strike some vary sympathe-
tic chords in many Astan breasts, I
is not irrelevant to tell here thar Sir
Alee’s party s opposed 1o the nse of
force agninst the illegal white regime
of Rhodesia, where 8 white minority
has usurped power and imposed a
fascist mle on the majority of the
indigenous black population. But
this inequily has not in the slightest
injured the conception of “democticy”
in the minds of men like Wilson and
Douglas Home. Nor do ‘men Jike
Douglas Home sge a threat to peace in
this more than blatant situation.

The racists in order to carry on their
exploitation of the resources of South.

East Asia have now inyented a threat
from China, The Amarican Secretary
of State, Mr Dean Rusk, in the words
of Walwer Lippmann, “m his cele-
brated press conference™ of October
12, 1967 had ict the white cat out of
the bog. Mr Rusk had darified that
America’s real purpose in the Vietna-
mese war is to prevent a billion Red
Chinese armed with nuclear weapons

from dominating the other billion
Asiguns.
In this perspective, it would be

foolish to overlook the recent talks in
New Delli conducted by the high-
powered U, delegation under the
leaderships of Mr Nicholas Katzenhach;
the U.S, Under-Secretary of State, The
delegation which by its composition
looked luged quite an army, had high-
leval or “low-level” periodic exchanges
of views “agreed upon by India and
the U.S. to promote a better under-
standing of the two. countries’ approa-
ches 1o various world problems.”

Among the members of the top-level
delegation at  least three members
caught the eye; Mr Edward Hamilton
ol America's National Security Coungil,
My Helmut Sonnenfeldt, director of the
office of research, Soviet Affairs ; Mr
Harold Jacobson, direcior of the office
of intelligence and research, Asian
affairs, '

[f you still do not feel perturbed and
na bell rings in your mind, you are
surely some kind of mit. Yes, “non-
alignment” has turned out to be a
great hoax, for mow it means nothing
but egual subservience to the Big Pow-
ers. In the Tong run or perhaps, in
the short run, where this ballyhooed
and hypoeritical policy of non-align-
ment will Jead the country and its
poverty-stricken and problem-ridden
people is not difficult to visualise,
Capitalism, when in difficulties; always
tries 1o solve its problems by war.

The Johnsons, the Rusks; the Dou-
plas Homes, the Wilsons may; after all,
be partly right in their assumption that
the whole wide world is peopled by
gullible fools, or, at least, some parts
of the world seem to be peopled by
crafty fools I And fools, as the say-
ing goes, rush in syhere even angels
fear to tread. And crafty [ools rush
in at double speed,

Storm Over Lagog@® . |
h'.cx_p[[l'l
&% for th
sircks ho
HE Kerala Pradesh Congesplmetited 1
mittee is shouting itseli hossEmgress |

2

Ramj

the assignment of a hundred-soEERERAIULISt
panse of lagoon called Veluthulli MRS IWO
about a dozen miles to the sultes ke

Cochin port, This issue has hef the a
bed as a  “life and death i all ©
Kerala” by the KPCC Presiduifseim i
self and a satyagraha by Blieged.

volunteers before (he Aleppy INEEREE assic
Collector’s Office is on.  ApsySEERl=pucly
this, with the help of the pariicmSh the <
a campaign against {he Unitad ESEticipa
Government is being  sought Reclamiti
whipped up on lines similug ngricull

prelude of the ‘liberation st Beeeple

1958.. And behind the scend i in )
tactics of the Congress leadenfnticr )
no doubt that this to them Ik owstlets |
a lifecand-death political sirSREEEEAYETE

The Congress asitators asoiieien, U

seme)
o0

if the lagoon s reclaimed the Sl
ol livelihood of thousands of fils
who have been dependent ot
generations would be gone ot
and they would be plunged kg

u 1
g which
lueon,

less penury; and that this crimg | mocon
the poor fishermen has heen s i inter
trated by the Marxist Minister, 8 miam N
K. R. Gouri, to pander ga the . is o
of a handful of elements in ey Eres

hasL  /
ity
i numl

The facts as revealed in and
spot check-up are:  The Vil
Kayal is an inlet from & vast
of backwaters. Duging notil EHment
it is very shallow, the depth nétimee he wits
ing ‘more than one and :a il e s in
It is by no means a fishing g fernment

uny magnitude though oo s o
across stray fish there, as ju ang i luods
or in any overflow of waler, Lo bo

area there are 53 families of fidhes Eats 10
Most of the menfolk ore empl b This |
af the Dock Labour Bonrd in (5 g You
Porl: The women and childien i At

profitable occupation in the shiring irent.

port industry. working in the pullREeeS they
section of shrimp processing fu gl hen
There are only 31 people  th Bo Lcogcdo

Mhores <

-

whom fishing is a part-time ocoy

The assignment of the inler Jisy wers
prevent them from carrying ou gl B scapcy
a few hundred yards away from ETOe

d Lricy
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008 g bichwalters stretch in a vast
e,
i e assignment, Taluq office
iy that Congressmen have
B mest. The break-up is:
10: Muslim League 7; Leh
Juigls 5: Right Communists 4
glepch for followers of other
|:| the RSP, KSSP ete, Fur-
assignees  include
i’ cammunities and oot just
minity of the Minister alone,
pignment was supervised by
Y popular committee in
Congresd, however, refused
iieinite, ’
fition. of shallow backwaters
gieullurn]l  purposes has  hee
ped policy of all govern.
| Kerala. During Congress
e Mr R, Shankar, stretches of
e panging from 100 1o 2,000
Wire sssipped {0 individuals.
i, the beneficiaries used to be
gEmeni or Comgress sapporters
mbney clements at ‘that—whao
o secure vast acres of such
hich have preat potential for
B, especially of the rich cash
T
lprf::el'ing lo note  that Mr
il Master, o Kerala Congress
® one  worthy who secured
iy under such assionments i
Another retired captain in
plity, who sought (o corner a
mimber: of acres under this
it scheme, did not get any
iEwas neither landless nor poor,
pls in the fray now against the
pment:  In the past. under the
sfiovernment, such assignmen-
mtls: (0 the landless and poor
ke thin guises for big vested
10 corner povermment land
s has not worked now,
Youth  Congress launched a
setion  campaign against the
pent.  Failing: to get local vol-
Riley brought volunteers from
il beir and tried o break the
wordon that had been flung on
fiiis of the lagoon. The local
$ire not  interested in being
pigepoats of a political game.
RREnarics came in cars and bus-
dtied 1o force their way through
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the police cordon onto the lagoon in
order to uproot the markings that had
been set’ up to Jeéfing the boreodiaes
of each assignee. The polive ¢hased
them off. Only the minimum [orce
was employed and there was no in-
jury, no broken bones, no lathi charge.
Yel it is evident that the Congress and
its newspapers prepared their story
in zdvance. Front-page space was
peserved  for this, by the leading
papers. And there was great dis-
appointment that no firing had taken
place. The KPCC president, theén af
Calicut-and in touch with a newspaper
office; became offended when the re-
porters from  Emakulam refused to
state that there had been firing.  Yet
he gave oul a statement that Youth
Congress leaders had been beaten black
and blue and were in hosgpital. The
“hogpitalised” Youth Congress presi-
dent could be seen going about hale
and active in  Erpakulam  the next
morning. Yet the Youth Congress
high command in Delhi passed resolu-
tions condemning police atrocities in
Veluthuli.  Eying  statements  based
on pure fabrications and (hreats of
popular action came out in a toprent
from the KPCC president and others.
The KPCC met in Emakulam and
formally took over command of the
struggle” from  its Youth Congress
wing. The satyagraha before the
Aleppy Collectorate began.

And that supreme Gandhian god ex-
rice dealer. Mr T, O. Bawa, the Pra-
desh Congress president, in one of
his series of statements has claimed
that advocate Sadasivan Pillay. who
took part in the demonsiration before
the Aleppy Collectorate, has been 5o
beaten up by the police that he is on
the point of death—an altempted
murder by the police of the Commu-
nist Ministry, Doctors from Tri-
vandrum, experts, who checked up
have certified that My Pillay has seri-
ous ailments but his condition s in
no way due to physical assault. This
is no proof for the Congress president
or the party. Like Veluthulli, Pilley
is another step in tha escalation of the
liberation, struggle. And if Mr Pilley
does not die he would be doing the
greatest disservice to democracy and
freedom,
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The Fireman

By A CORRESPONDENT

HI recent firemen’s, strike, on the

» South Central  Railwiys “has not
made the public any wiser abont the
problem. The reaction of the common
man' to the strike was not friendly,
and the pointed announcemeénts by the
Government of India about food sup-
plies o Kerala Béing disrupted by the
strike, created the tmpression that fire-
men were playing with. the lives of
ordinary: people.  The general report-
ing in the Press too wis confined to
the demand of the firemen for 2 maxi-
mum duty period of 12 hours, without
really geing inlo what this demand
menns vis-g-vis the present arrange-
ment,  Also, there was guite & lot of
gratuitous comment on the necessity of
immedinte resumption of duties, the
dislocation. the inconvenience to. the
generil public, the loss o the railway
exchequer &c. As the problem itself
was not stated, the people have had no
idea how gennine the gricvance of the
firemen is, ‘and the relevance of the
actual conditions of their service to the
whole problem of safety on  the
railways,

The veriod of rest that the engine
orew gan pel is alb present based on the
total honrs of “mmning duty™  they
perform.  For ifstance. after 10 hours
of running duty. the driver is expected
o tell the traffic control that he and his
firemen should be relieved' when they
complete the twelve hours., But the
“running duty™ hours are counted from
the time the train Teaves the yard and
fill it reaches the destination yard.
The time taken in preparing the engine
in the shed (it would take hours ro
steam up during the whole of which
period the firemen are constantly at
work on the ehgine), and later in the
vard before the tmain actually leaves,
and at the destination poinl in taking
the engine from the vard to the shed
this period often exceeding four to five
hours—is not counted as period on
duty for the purposes of rest. A train
mvight have taken only twelve hours on
the run between two vards or junction
points, but nearly fonr to five extra

8

hours might have been spent by the
crew on the eigine.  For example i
a train is scheduoled to leave station A
at '0.45 hours, the engine has to Jeaye
the shed at 00.00 hours. The ecrew
should report at the <hed at 23115
hours. After the efgine comes Lo the
line. it nay take gnother one and a half
iours 1o start, ewing 10 defay in forms
ing the train aml Lreating vacuum,
The craw would (herefore have spent
three hours on duty even belore: the
train starled. DBur thongh they have
been workipng since the moment they
‘signed on’, \he actun] reckoning of
their duty period starts only from this
point. Again, after reaching the desti
nation. about 30 minules will be taken
in taking the engine to the shed. and
another 30 in looking the engine over
for running repaivs. So the effective
time spent on duty in this case (assum-
ing that the actual run had taken oply

twelve hours, thers heing no other

usual delays) is as much as 16 hours,
As the crew is enfitled to a rest of 8
hours after 12 hours of ruming duty,
they will actuoally get 8 hours” rest
after working for abour 16 to 18 hours.
The situation is even worse with goods
trains; for. as a matier of practice on
the Indinn Railways, the eréw ol these
teains invarviably. work Tor abdu 17
hours. continoously before they get «
spell of B hours' rest.  What the fire-
men. demanded was that the period of
[2 hours duty should be eounted From
the time they sign on to the time they
sien off (;w;! nod, A= at present, from
(he fime the frain actuelly starts, or
the engine moves from the vard),

Hard Work

The seneral public is dlmost always
unaware of the grew Of 2 train, except
of course when (here is an accident,
when the blame 15 put squarely on their
shoulders, Tt is odd that almost always
the drivers arc blamed for their care-
leseness (or more recently;, for their
callousness), though invariably they are
the first to get Killed in railway acsi-
dents. The fireman’s job, though not

as conspicuous as (he driversy
4 very strenuous and highly skill
In ather words, in spite of 3
(o the contrary, the fireman i
jnst to shovel codl into the
Nal merely i he continuous)y
stoking the enging with pracis
reat in between, he IS dlso o
watching the steam pressumyy
when the fire needs 1o be sk
an eye on the supply of could
engine (for conserving which
a Bonus). and all  the whil
arducusly wnder extremely
Singe  firemien fif)
of ime cvolve into L‘l'rgfllc il
is quite normal for a firenid
s drver o sighting the SiuM
The ‘rest” of ¢ight Houds. thuli
after 4bout sevénteen hours®
carn hardly be called “rest’, hlt
clten spent in  out-stanons
rooms, These running rooms il
beyend imagination, poorly &
and as differemt  sets of o
coming in at odd hours, ong cl
gei the type of rest  thal ol
get before the next spell of dill
result is fatigue, an importiig
buting factor to accidents ol
we have had i recent moOntte
the drivers passed the danid
into  stationass
e lours of duty of the d
ate reckoned in he same na
those of the lremen, and
ek ¢of wnity und’ class conis
tha kept them out of the requ
The yole played by thetl
Fedoration vis-o-vis the ‘i
Dukshina Ruilway Employee
anly how  ‘progressiy
are not avéme to making
the suthorities if they can ko
fval union i the process. N
¢ stupid to blame the Railisy
for precipitating the sinke
ploiting ‘these inter-union sl
that was only 10 be expected
disturbing feaure of the rog
has been the deploying of uil
Territorinl Army Lo carry anl
tiong of the striking firemel
well known, the railway stiff
cruited i large number fors
tlie ' Territorial Army, e s
ing being thut they wouli
Lo assume jobs inan aneras

condifions:

and ciashed

ihows
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it of the Territorial Army,
et iblo service, cunnol re-
tnply, even  though in this
were emploved as virtusl
kers.  Any  selbrespesting
Ruployee would hencegforwird
i yolunteering for service in
Way unit ol the Territodal
il ) any [uture strike his ser-
it be pequisitioned ngainst his
uedes.  The chances are that
il be o slackening off of en-
in the TA, and if_ in the cise
Wl emerpency, the railvay au-
Mg even units of the Terri-
gy inadequate to man the
B they will - have only: their
e sirategy to thank,
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Caleutta Diary

GrYAN

ONJ" of the resulty of the much
vaunted policy of -a mixed eco-
nomy in India has been commerciali
zation of Government departments.
fake the Depoartment of Inlormation
and Broadeasting Listeners 10 the
Vivich: Bharati programme i Calutia
were (uile agreeably surprised to hind
aiter (He recent ehaviges in wavelengths
thal the station was now comparative-
ly guile strong and a laicly good recep-
on was  possible.
its-incepuon the Vividh Bharati station
in Calcuttwy bud been u very weak sta-
tian,  Even Peking  Radio, swithout
benefil of American or other Western
know-how, wis quite clear déspite all
that distanice.  But with Vividh Blha-
midi during &t car tiip it was possible
(o gal & stropg signil near PDum Dum
but as we proceeded down south; 1
became less and less strong and wlti-
mately 1t faded out completely ncar
the Lukes.

Ihar the Government of India has
ultimately decided o do some justice
o the Vividh Bharati stetion 1s all 1o
the good. Bul what is sad is the rea-
sop behind the change. Immediately
after the change comes the news that
from October commercial services are
poing 0 be intraduced.  Obviously
the advertisers have (6ld the Govem-
ment that they are not going (o give
any business unless the station comes
Gooelear and strong,  "What could not
he dope for years has come about
(quite  easily now  just to. cater 1o
the needs ol business, So much [or
the people and the professed Congress
ity ol & gogialistic: patlern of society,

Alopg with the. mythical circular
rudway; ‘o betier water supply and
drainage xystem and a host of other
things, Caleutta will have to do with-
out television for some time more, ac-
cording (o réports. This i not some-
thing - for which the average Calcutia
citizen 1y £oing 1o lose his sleep..  Like
the small car, television & not withim
the means of any but the ¢lite ol socie-
ty, Hewever. the reason for giving
Calcurta and the “other big eities the

For years since

KRAPUR

go-by for the present in preference {0
Srinagar is what is noteworthy, Tele-
vision in New Delhi of course was in-
evitable, granted our present rulerss,
With all the loreign embassics and
visiting dignitaries I was a guestion
of *face.” The reason for having it
i Srinogar is quite another, This is (o
pander Lo the tastes of forgign tourists
and may bhe their counterparts in
india. No doubt the programmes will
be eriented to this end. forgeting that
ra country has built op s tonrist. at-
traction by trying to give the loreigner
what he is nsed (0 at home. What most
teurists hunger for is 4 laste ol some-
thing different and truly represontative
of the country 1they visii,

All in all, however, 41 mpy be a
good thing if the scheme for brioging
television to Calcutta is dropped, pro-
vided the amount of Rs. | erore cat-
marked for this is allotted for éasing
some of the problems of the citizens,
But, perhaps that 8 & [ond hope.

L w

There is such a thing as Tashkent
and another called the Code of Con-
duet for All India Radio talks. Bul
judging from the commentaries broad-
¢ast from the Calcutta station of All
India Radio thege are only for non-
officials, paid employees of Governmennt
not being bound by any restidints.
Otherwise it would be difficult to ex-
plain things.

The Pakistanl Government with the
lemon-growing Geoeral Ayub Khan
at a5 head js hardly composed ol
saints but there is no reason why we
should go out of our way to provide
grist o their mills. The attempts ta
link India with the so.called conspiracy
of Sheikh Majibur Retiman and others
are laughable if not for any other rea-
son than for the fact (hat such an ae-
tive policy is beyond our present rulers.
But in their atsmpts 0 show ‘that
India is keon to disintexrate Pakistan,
unfortupalely we pre ourselves provid
ing the material, thus helping the rulers
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of Pakistan wth false excuses [or cni-
shing the demoeratic movemenis. In
this the Calcutta station of All India
Radio is playing a big part.

Day in and day out a news com-
mentator of the station harps on the
essertial uhity of the two Bengals and
their people.  What purpose is 1o be
served by such propaganda is difficult
1o understand.  Once we have accept-
ed the formation of Pakistan as a se-
parate entity whether we like it or not,
they are entitled to be what they like.
When different  States in India are
themselves vociferous over their right
to live their own lTives, this is bound
to sound as malicions. Moreover,
Fast Bengal and West Bengal always
had essential differences which can
hayve only been enhanced beyond all
mieasure now.

In all this Tagore and 1he Pakistani
rulers’ campaign against his  songs
and writings have become a handy
tool, Resentment ut anything show-
ing disrespect 10 Tagore will no doubt
be instinctive in West Bengal and
India too. But it is worse than use-
less to be carried away by our emo-
tions in this respect. We should not
forget that this is an ideologicdl war
which only the people of Pakistan,
particularly East Pakistan, must fight.
And from what we know they have
been and are sull fighting staunchly,
Why can we not let them fight it out
with their rulers? It may be worth
remembering at this stage that Tagore,
venerated now, had to struggle hard
o gain recognition and acceptance of
his ideas, and slanders against him
found a ready gar in certain sections of
Benpali society.  And oun own record
in looking after national figures Is not
very brght. Tagore at least should
be kept out of the cold war with
Pakistan

And now it is the turn of the Cor-
jporation officers to join in the mutual
mud-glinging game that is the Calcutta
Corporation. The officers have charged
the councillors: who control the Cor-
poration of ‘systematically and deli-
berately, trying to make the officers a
scapegoat for all the evils and short-
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comings’. While Corporation ofii-
cidls are not all that blameless 4s they
are trying o make out, they do have
a plausible case. The mess is the crea-
tion of the councillors and to put all
the blame on the officers is just o
evade responsibility.  The suggestion
of the officers that the policy-makers
should either take up responsibility
directly or be stopped from maoking
‘irrelevant, incorrect verbose and poli-
tically motivated statements” is  not
likely to be acceptable to those con-
cerned.  If that were done, the Cor-
poration would lose its raison d'etre.
But by now the officers should know it.

L 2

Killed by kindness is not just an
empty phrase, According to tradition,
certain wealthy gentlemen who believ-
ed that piety would come to them if
they counld sacrifice a few Brahmins,
enticed the ipoor victims by offering
more and more money for eating o
little more, ultimately leading 1o their
doom.

In Mizoland where what is happen-
ing is anybody’s guess, three children
died, some more were injured, @& house
was destroyed and a Church damaged,
all by food dropped oul of kindness
by the Indian Air Force, According
to the report, the Commissioner of
Cachar immediately rushed to the
place to evacnate the injured and visit
the bereaved family. The Rs. 64,000
guestion which remains nnanswered is
this: I the place, Darlawng, could be
so easily reached by helicopter why
in the first mstance was it necessary
to drop the food from the helicopter
instead of itls Janding and handing
ovesr the supplies? Or is it that the
food that killed was really meant for
some other place? Or is the Air
Force just having practice drops?

* »

Irked by the managements failure
to meet their just demands and the
growing nepotism, some workers m a
chemical factory have framed their
own “Laws of Suoccess” and mailed
them to the directors and executives.
Already these pamphlets have become

something of a collector’s piccelie
are. same of the “Laws of Sum
F.r'\f to gain access (o ol l-“‘_
tors’ homes and rum ¢
their wives.
(I you are a relative of /i
the directors this is of o
necessary). ] NL-
Flout all instroctions and di
Thereby the directors and ex
will think you have initiatio
If yon are a junior cxlCling
manage to get hold of a cip il hyiim
own name anyhow, Go oyl
office hours and have a few SIRSET
You won't have to go [8 Bl n
AAEL is very rear, There yier
find all the dircctors and exgiaiiy b
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BEY & professional speculator will
e 10 wager on' whether the
iiper strike will have ended when
flites appear in print. The horse-
in New  Delthi has made
iLly Clear that the Union Labour
i s cecided to remain for the
gan onlooker in the struggle

I OXed

far. newspaper  employers  and
T yolnen-journalist  employees.  Mr

hias promised Parliament to en-
e grepa later on; which means
libe guite comfortable for some
I his ringside seal, [n the Tast
i 1 question of implementa.
il the recommendations of the
tard for nongjournalists  has
gt o the background und the
B has come to the fore. It
i the employers do not mind
ellect to the wige hoard award,
Hlly, at least on 4 scale much
that what they had previously
pad,  IT this gesture was made
lime, the strike would perhaps
been avoided.  But that would
liive goincd the employers their

istive,
tion Or nhderstandable  reasons  the
Ber employers have a  maore

Bl attitode  towards  the All-
i Federation: of Working Journa-
’ﬂwy are prepared to negotiale
the journalsts  at the national
They have done so in the
il even now when the current

I aver the award of the journa-
Bwage board is resolved, the settle-
Lwill be on the national Jevel
Piliey are not prepared to extend
westure (0 ‘non-journalists  and
Bimsisting: on negoliations at unit
i their argument is that the finan=
Bmpicities of the newspapers vary,
i may be within the means of
it may be beyond another’s.
lhe argument, if not captious.
il hold against  the journalists
Band it 8 reasonable to assume
the newspapers sre in a posi-
0 amplement the pay secales of
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jomalists on the national Jevel, they
can have no insurmountable ditbéulty
m following a similar course in the
case of non-journalists; The pon-jour-
nalists have demanded nothing more
than that. In insisting on a settle
ment on the national level they have
digplayed a rare sense of solidarity ;
for in the bipgest units the employees
would passibly have gained more
through unit-level negotiations, though
that would have been the death of
the: Federation,

IL 15 eurious that the interest of the
reader, who has already been serious-
ly affected by the strike and is likely
to be more so, iS5 not being mentioned
at all.  TFor the time being he has been
forced 10 take leave of his personal
preference and subseribe a paper which
he would have gone without il he were
frée to-exercise his option, There is
now i strike in The Hindu also, and
the ondy big paper to remain unaffected
is. Calcutta’s Amrita Bazar Patrika,
Now that it has 1o cater for the com
bined readership of three papers in the
castern region it is unable to give
adequale attention (o its contents, It
is wholly absorbed. in the task of prin-
ling as any copies as possible, all its
attention being directed towards retain-
ing a part of the emergency circulation.
It has started publishing “facts” about
itself and reports of suryeys conducted
by unnamed agencies, which is perhaps
natural in the circumstances,  The
story can be no different in other re-
gionis also, though one would hope thar
papers in other cenires are being more
circumspect in consolidating the ud-
vantage that chance has thrown in
their way.

Whoever wins in the present tussle
there is no doubt that the additional
burden that will devolve on NeEwWspapers
is going to be passed on 1o readers and
advertisers.  The Bombay edition of
The Times of India has already been
priced at 20 paise and even before
the present dispute had come 1o 2
head some other papers were toying
with: the idea of following soit. All
papers raised their advertisement rates
about @ year ago, and it is reported
that there is a proposal W raise the
rates further. The reservations which
some of the units  might have had

abourd these proposals appear (o have
been croded by the coirent crisis. 1t
is only a question of time when news-
paper prices and adverfisement rates
are going 10 be enhanced.

It 15 nov difficolt For big sewsapers
to enforce d joint dedision to raise
their prices. The readers may résent
il but they cannot oo without their
papers.  Bul rasing the advertisement
rates 15 o meore  difficult task.  The
Government is still the single lurgest
advertiser, and the newspaper pro-
prietors wounld have o secure ils con-
sent befare they decide (0 enforce the
detision. The recent meeting between
employers’ representatives and  the
Union Information Minister is signi-
ficant, It is. quite likely that a deal
will be struck so ‘that the employees
may be satisfied but the employers may
not he the poorer for it.

“Cabinet Differences”

No event of any significance can be
complete now withoul a story of diff-
erences in the Union Cabinet over how
the situation has to be met. The
newspaper strike is no exception, It
Is stated that Mr Morarji Desai and
Mr Chavan are in favour of an imme-
diate settlement, though they are not
quite clear on how the Government
should go about it. On the other hand,
Mrs Indira Gandhi would like the
dispute to linger, not because she has
excessive sympathy for ecither of the
disputing partics but for the simple
reason that the strike has boosted 1he
sale of the newly started Delhi edition
of National Herald, which proudly pro-
claims that it was founded by Jawahar-
al Nehru. The strike has eliminated
all competition, and if it continues: the
paper will have an opportunity (o
build up some circulation.

Among the few papers that are still
being published, Parrior has thought
the strike worth an editarial. The
paper is reported 10 have implemented
the awards of the two wage boards.
In any event, it would not have bean
affected by the strike as it does not
belong to the top three classes of
newspapers.  The paper says that the
strike is an Opportunity for the Goy-
ernmment to take ‘& second look at the
newspaper industry and start injtiating
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moves o free a section of the Press
from the hold of & group of monopoe-
lsts . who have corrupted 1t [or the
last two decades and make it a wea-
pon to defend its petty mieresis, The
exclugion of  newspapers  with less
revenue from the sirike proves that the
workers are not  unreasonable and
realise the difficulties thet some- of
thy managements experience owing 10
gonfinuing rise in the costs of pro-
duction.  Such rise can 'be compensa-
ted and all masigenients be in a posi-
ton 1o pay their employees lair wages
without running penodically into ditli-
culties pnly if some reorganisation of
the whole indusiry is attempted. As
the industrial gianty who own most of
the newspapers m thefirst three groups
will not do this voluntarily, the Gov-
grnment itself should do it, asserting
that the Press is a factor in our demo-
cralic public life: that cannot be en-
tirely left to the mercy of monopolists.
I'he ditficulties faced by the newspapers
with lower revenues do nor arise
through lack of readership. Two im-
portant reusons that make them val-
perable wre the Government's news-
print policy i its total indilférence
to how it is utilised by the richest
section of the newspaper industry. A
newsprint. poliey which dees not im-

pose cerlain proportions of space used
for advertisement and reading respect-

wely has helped the industeialist hous-
es thar own these papers o make
them sourecs of considerable profit
while they are also used to blackmail

or cujole selected enemics or friends

in the Government snd at influential

levels of political life. The exposute

of malpructices in the case of 1wo of

the newspaper-owning industrialists s

endugh excuse 1or the Government (o
g0 into the structure of the Press and

Iry t¢o bBnd oot ways and means to
make ity vehiele of democracy rather

than  one more source of national
corrupLion.
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Revolution :

By A COURRESPONDENT

TYNE result of the widespread stu-
ent movement that engulfed the
West, particularly the spring thunder
over Paris, is that some Westerm ob-
servers are’' now taking a4 second look
at the Chinese Cultural Revolulion, so
long castigated as 'power-struggle’,
‘eivll war', ‘war of suecession”  and
whit npot.. Paul Johnson, editor ol
New Statespran, oryptically noted that
after the events of Paris “Muo's mad-
ness' ‘seemed o be common sense;
Cultural Revolution, in the sense osod
by the Chinese, can, however, take
place: only after the establishment of
a new social order; Soany comparison
between the Chinese' Cultural Revolu-
tion and the May upsusge in Paris is
bound 10 be misleading. But the term
Cultural Revolution is being used fre-
quently to express the desire lor doing
away with the old institutions, particu-
larly in the realm of education. In
this sense the auempl of the French
students to overthrow outmoded insti-
tutions and survivals of the feudal past
was ‘cultural revolution® of a sorl.
And above all, between the revolutions
of Peking and Paris several features—
the leading role of the students, the
student-worker allisnce, the anti-bu-
reaticratic aspect of the striggle and
finally the exposure af the whole edu-
ation system 10 revalutionary  criti-
cism—are strikingly common.  These
have inspired Robert Guijllain, the
famous Far Eastern’ expert, (o com-
pare and  contrast the Iwo in an
article in Ly Mondg (weekly edition,
June 6-12, 1968), The main conien-
tion of the article is
The first big problem that confromt-
ed the Maoist Cultaral Revolution was
to continue production while making
revolution. At a moment when the
events of Framce  show, on  cértain
pomts, striking similarities with' the
Chinese experience. it s dnleresting
to stress that in the ‘Anal reckoning
the Chinese workers haye madea thaip
gvilution  without evi
with their work for long.
Born towards the end of 1965 ihe

uitertenng

; -
Peking, Paris W
b ot
aintion
Swvithe
Culwral Revolution in fa gintion
with the appearance of H8 mits ¢
Guards, that is, the “revolubimg Detler

donts who were the “detom L we
the movement: In n secondl el o
as in France, it embriced (he 14
ing class and threw the Maoistd 4
Jutionary rebels™ into’ achion ELY:

tories and’ offices. 1t also| e grui
the Cultiral Revoluion the s R
ef production. , and

g A
Towards the ‘beginning of mncled

workers joined the movumenis R Bu
was ot elfected without @ pe ified 1|
serious unrest in the enterpries neve
Chinese cconomy was in peoil SEERIRSIES |
the galloping increase in popnl This

country ennnof allow its devell
to be slowed down. But eve )
height of the storm the people s
leashed  the storm  reluined e
over the forces they throw il R 11
provement. At the sume [ At
their ‘action they showed assst
had foreseen the  situstion MR 7
come recipe for the oeeasion e

On August B Mao Tse-tung il all, ¢
Central Commitice adopt the (8 g
Sixteen-Point decision i whigh ipife of
plonned (o some-extent the: e -:'L,'

to come and that with an l:!h‘: jpled 1o
prescience of the situation fhat QRIS O\
ed iteslf. Avticle 14 said in s poveEmnt
there might be attempis (o Kl P ple
revolution under the preess of led 1o

guarding production; but thatle & lon:
missible.  In a reverse semel) ATHRSS TS,
be an imperious necessily 1o - _Sh‘“ ]
thar revolunonasy upsurge o e |
lead 1 lowering of either prsl ¢ jwd'fd
or quality, hority 1

When the moment amived i 0 order

1967 these. views hnd to be gif B i F
to the workers in g short foom oL ',lhf”
[ormula that might seem clemont e o

altnck
o1 Have
e head
e Hims

us hut it is i this that Mk
showed his pemins, Knowing i
speaks 10 @ simple [0lk; send
the power of slogans which g

aouon & hundradfold - soeenpth {y a

formuls was “grasy sevoluiogls {ing tha

hand and production n the s

Since then the huge propagaul BV
o tra
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i has beon ceuselessly explain-
i e workers, These two anmis,
i ind  production, cannot go
Bllbour the other, they said, A
tonk B which neglects production
the REERN suitide. RBut production has
ety [riend, if one may say. S0,
el ded revolution, because, as
il out in the Sixteen Points of
1966, 1t libomates gt a time the
i the productive forces of

fact
of
m!u!ium.ry
“detonutor™
second i
wed the we
Maoist “Res
acuon 4 ly.
ulso  posed . W course. the Cultural Revolution
n the prolis pass through many other trou-
Wil production fell 1o some ex-

ming of (W ader the ampact of the palitical
wement butl Bul it connot he said to have
Ut g period g the econommc crisis.  There
erptisess never been  senous or durable

e of work in factories ar olfi-
Tﬂu_; cocinr, of course, withessed
giorder, but no disaster,

n peril, Gig
pupulationy
5 developime
Wt even atl
peaple wh (g
maimed | conts n the Chinese Cultural Re-
threw inges N snd the “revolution” in France
Ome  time iR S thus resemblances but also
wed thar i Kiisimlisrities, the first of which
ation and AL “rebels” have: not salfesuarded
asion. COelction, The majpr  difference,
tung made il 3ll, consists in the fact that since
pt the famammmeenning the Cultural Revolution,
in which t lilg of some unforesecn interrup-
the revolufie il not forget where it had
an astonishi o o More precisoly; the
o that unfolleum. workers and other forces in
| in _‘,uhsm mvement were awnys “leleguided”
e 1o hale , eople who  knew  where they
retext of sl _.I @ po and who hied ‘behind
it thai is § i g experienca in dealing with
sonse it ouEnses.  This could vot be - said
Wity o wol the French todny, I China the
tlrg'-.: docs uEERe force of the student youth
ber productipee gited force and enided by the
Ry jiseli.
orler fo  transiate the Chinese
min French it shopld be: presup-
il it the French Red Guards—
et stndonts—in  their stroggle
iltick against the established
iy Ve found an ally and leader
head of the state—General de
B Kimself,. Moreover one should
B A “de Gaulle-Mao” who, on
Riling that the regime established by
ML 8 not certainly satisfying, is
el [0 smiash  everything  in
& 10 transform  and renovate il

rrived i cadl
0 be present
ot formylig
| Clementaryil
it Mao alwx
vwing (hat 4%
k, sensitive
fhich give ph
trength, !
volution in o
in the othgd
Fopaganda a8
WST 10, P
iy
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all. “And in order to do sp it is he
who imvents the Cohn-Bendits and the
group of enrages, wishing thereby to
hive a new and explosive arm. They
could also be held together and directed
in the work of destruction and con-
Struetion.

A Mitterand o & Mendes-Franee
who would be able to gain the con-
fidence of the youth in the movément
and lead it would equally fir i well
with Muo's model

'Where ‘did the Culturall Revolution
of Poking begin?  Like that of the
French, at the university. Tor the
Chinese Revolution (especially at the
outsel), is truly cultaral, that iz, led
by the desire (0 change the culture,
the civilisation.. How did it all come
dbout in Peking 'University? R is
strikingly similar o what happened at
the Sorbonne. A noisy, unending and
confuding debate hegins, unfolding uni-
versal ideas and opinions of the youth.
There 18 geperal and merciless  oriti-
cispi of the entive established ordar
The wall magazines and wall posters,
in addition, bring aboul a sort of sud-
den [liberation of the Press.. This
liberty of thought .is given, only to he
canalised grodunally by the experienced
leaders among the stodent mass to-
wards an obligatory conclusion gpiven
the exclusive supremacy
uf the thought of Mao Tse-tung

The great debate on the reform of
siclety concentrated at the <ame time
on the partdoniar problems of stident
life. Suppression of the existing sys-
tem of exammation, ovérthrow of the
out=dated gyllabus, digmissal or recti-
ication of 4 number of professors who
are: nothing bul mandarins, admission
of the children of workers and pea-
satls m greater numbers o higher
gducation—these were the main de-
mands. little different from 'those ad-
vanced by the French students. To
the conservative people who are afmd
ol seeing examinations suspended and
vacation profonged. the Chinese stu-
dents reply that the lost lessons are
compensated by one great lesson of
politics and  revolution.

Gradually the effervescence spread
from the Chinese umyersities (o the
eptire nation. The ‘great criticism’
engulfed the whole of Ching. A gui-

in advince :

deline was given by Mao at the begin-
ning of the battle which he launched
against the ossified party apparatus led
by and incarnated in Liir Shao-chi: The
slogan which Mao threw at the peo-
mle in Peking was “coticern vourselves
with the affairs of the State” The mas-
ses which had so' long obeysd orders
were now ealled. upen by the old re-
valutionary to politicalise themselves o
the ‘utmost and take purt in the public
life,

Who were the adversaries erilicised
in the course of the Culural Revolo-
tion * In the first pluce 1t was the Com
mumis{  Party . which was' acoused of
following the revisionist path and be-
being ‘ossified and fed by people who
became quasi-bourgeois conservatives.
In the second place it was the trade
Unions;

Students and Workers

What 'was the tesult when the
Chinese stugdents wanted to carry the
revolution ipto: the faclory Lo seek nllies
among the workers? 1t was almost
the same that happened with 'the
French students in the Renault factory.
At the beginning workers. Kept them
apart and the trmde union—the only
and olficial trade umon of China—
was the first to shut the doors of the
It wag much later and after
some strugele thal g section ciine ol
1o form 4 “rebel’ grogp against the
mandaring of the party and the union,
and pined with the students The
trode unionistz were criticised by the
Muoists for their “cconomism™. ‘They
were interested solely or principally m
materinl demands  while considering
political strigele secondary and even
URAee: 1

in this great upheaval one of the
major diffienities faced by the Maoists,
the agitating nunority who' atiempted
to mstal ‘a2 new revolutionary ordey
was the constant disunity which raged
within their ranks.  However, some
would ask, is not “spontaneity” of the
masses 4 phenomenon Which can be
beneficial in course of time? No.
the Manisis replv that the thesis of
“revolutionury spontaneity” s of re-
visionisl pature, The masses canolake
the corregt path when hey are guided

faclones.
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by the only correct theorv—the thou-
ght of Mao Tse-tung

The tiberty that is allowed in the
Culluntl Revolution is the Hiberly with-
in socialism.  THIS is why an immiense
campaign is organised {or the diffusion
of the "litle red' book™ gaud the
thought it containg. At the same time
there fallowed long and ardpous work
for the unification of the dispersed
factions. The first siep consisted in
amalgamating all the *revolutionary

rebel™ groups into a single organisation, |

The second slep was (o form a “Tri-
ple Alliance™ with two: othér revoln-
tionary forces: army and old cadres
of the party. at least those who had
abandoned thd  revisionist path and
ralli¢d behind Mao in the actual strug-
ple

The young people—the Red Guards

Book Review
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gnd  revolutionary  workers—finaily
found themselves in the company of
the old whom they had attacked—the
old cadres who rallied round Mao
later on. And the co-existence wils not
dlways casy. But the “Triple Alli-
ance’” had brought on their side the
most poweriul and least affected group
ol the country—the army, This un-
denbtedly is a provisional arrangement
but one that will at leasy lasy tll a pew
party is rehabilitated,

In all this, even if the French are
not more Chinese than one thinks,
at least China is- finally nearer to the
French than it appeared. In any case
the Chinese Cultural  Revolution of
Peking, which so offen appeared to the
French to be an enigma, at last seems
much more intelligible in the light of
the' evenls i France.

Sierra Maestra To Bolivia

KAJAL SEN

HE (riumphal entry of Fidel Cas-
roand his  comrades of the
Sierra Maestra into Huovana in carly
1959 and the establishmoent of & social=
ist Stute in Cuba have bgen ong of the
most important events in the last ten
years.. Important, not only because
they constituted a severe challenge (o
American impertadism. which bad till
then' the entire Latin Amerden miled
by puppet rulers, under its thumb but
alsa because the triumph of the Cuban
rebel  anny brought  mew hopes 1o
freedom fighters elsewhere, particularly
it South-East Asia, in Viemam,

The Cubapn revolution has also rais-
ed many guestions, the most mportant
of whigh s perhaps the role tradition-
al Communist partics can peérform in
the task of liberating a country. Should
one continue  with the democratic
strugeles, wail for the objectve condi-
tons o tipen and then launch the final
assaull or are objective condilions in
underdeveloped and  semi-colonjal
countries already favourable for an
armed uprising?  The Cuban revolu-

14

tion by causing these questions 1o be
raised has made a definite contribution
10 the yvarions liberation movemenis
The questions invariably bring up
the name and ideas of a2 man who had
very difinite views on the subject,
Ermesto Che Guevara, the Argentina-
bom doctor who joined Castra in
Mexico, boarded the "Granma’, landed
with other Cuban freedom fighters in
Cuba, fought against the Batista pegime
lor three years in the Sierra Maestra,
became a Minister in the revolutionary
Government of Castro and then relin-
gquished everything in mid-1963 1o
conduct liberation movements in other
South American countries,, For the
next two years ove heard little of Che
and his sctivities: were shrouded in
mystery—speculations were rife about
his whereabouts and a Calcutta
daily even reported that he was in
Viemam—auntil Octeber 1967 when
he swas captured in Bolivia by Bardeén-
tos' troops and executed. Tn i remark-
nhle broadeast 1o the nation in Havana,
Fidel Castro himsell  confirmed  his

B the role
fuplps and, |
ing Comm

death and the world leamt of§
plans to liberate Bolivia and
there the entire South Armeric
tinent through goerilla warfie
Cuba.

Two books* by Che hase 1]
piblished since then which g '_-" oh
a4 graphic account of the datel
Sierra Maestra, and of thous
Belivian jungles between Noved
1906 and Ocrober 7, 196/
before he was captured.  Introdiss
1o both the books are by Fidel £
While the former speaks of o o
movement the Diary ends abrupl
the movement just about to ory
Of course one has no reason W
the American Press commnicnts i

panist OP]
T the India
i e <
el i
i o fisht |
hﬁ i11[:11
mesunist pa
B bls group
he p;’nly, ‘
th

wing rep:
it thi exi

" A iz party
diary tells. the tale of: a blundes attemp!
Diary might yei prove to haveps .jju*l'ﬁ“il-“
record the initial days of 4 SUKSEEESS oo
movement, provided, as Che B Inrrodu

had said, “this our baitle CrSEEEEERY . -<tin

some receplive ¢ar, (hat anofhss s huvinn
stretch oul 1o take up weaposs Reiionalis
that other men come forwurd ol gnnque
out the funeral dirge with the S =
of machine glns “and new oo L g;ucTJT
battle and victory™. :;, .nﬂ" of
That of course is yet to be. NESESGHG Y

time being snd for future e
aries 16 take lessons the two b
there to tell of the hard S

F : Aot
guerilla, Apart from physicil|§

on vele

tions which' olten also affect #is had
the guerilla has alse 10 [ the C
dangers, mainly defections, |l 1 wou

Reminisences, Che lays dewni I. o unm:
cardinal principles which a [ESEESSS 10
should stoctly adhere 10 ; hol v
be suspicious of all, should neverl
under a roof and should alwavils
the move until a zone HasSl
liberated,
Being in the nature of & e
and not always exciting, the
would not be interesting to thei

fin own i
miercsy to
i h COMmy
Nraditions!
e the N
quain
e
Ipes=sed o

expect tales of daring deeds and ther's 11
advenwre,  The mnterest pittis Bl furee

centres round the yay the moys by the (oo
was conducted, the relation be f the N

he moerils M-
the guerilla and the people T

of Che
'-'|| of |
{ kervi

* Reminiscences of the Cuban
Mitiomary War (George Allen & 0N
—42sh.y and the Diary B8

: Surpri
(Nationgl Boak - Agenty (F) P E
R<.5) Ry e
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e role of urban democratic
Bund_in the Diary, the role of
glommunist parties,

11 o
- & Oppogition
iy Indian reader the latier point
DR e of particular  interest
Ve St his stay in Bolivia, Che
.3 Mgkt the constant opposition
" plans by the  Bolivian
HOERIRIRY party chicf, Mario Monie,
e S eoup,  Monje, as Secretary

pptsty, always fried to capture
JEell the political and military
" pof the moyement though he
iy liftle experience of either.
iy repeated] difierences, Monje
i extent of creating r division
ity and repeatedly thwarted
filempts to recroit more and
ghillis—in fact at no fime did
Pmore thian 50 people with him
jrduction 1o the Dinry Castro
RReRstieates Monje and his frien-
ving “not even surpassed the
ennlist level of the aborigina)l
fnguered by European colo-
the time of the conguest™.

"5 SMlevara complains  throughout
: iy of the lack of contact with
T SElian capital of La Paz and (he
utid gte from whom he expected
ks i His exasperation with the
O_f' merican parties: becomes evid-
priy teferting to a Budapest daily
M‘; ¥ d criticizéd him and had
[

e Chilean. party Che says,
twould like to take power if
Binmask cowards and lackeys
B Eind and rub their noses in
n dirty tricks”. (The point
10 the Indian reader should
Eomparison of the role played
filionu] parties there and at home
e Morxist Communist Party

o
th
1£7]
houl
<l
i"ln_' I

hed

'Rl in continuing to stay in
7Oy mment  which had ruthlessly

" il & movement led by its own
.”];.i and which till today has ex-
Ol tumbers merely for criti-
ISR leadershin’s action in dealing
f::- e Naxalbard sitpation.)

ginnol think of the Bolivian
BClie Guevara and -not be re-
ol Regie Debray who s at
ferving a 30-year torm in La
fiprisingly enough Che does
Bimuch of Debray except occa-
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siondl references to  his case. An
irritated note can  also  be dis-
cérned i one  statement,  when
hg says, “the statements made by

Debray and Pelado are not good ;
espectally in that theéy have made a
confession about the intercontinentul
punpose of the guerrilla, something
they did not have to do’,. Of course
this alone should not make one believe
the American Press reports that it was
Debray who had, on being tortured by
Bolivian troops, given oul Che's hide-
out,

Both in the¢ Reminiscences of the
Chban Revolufionary War -and the
Digry one gets a clear idea of the
courage and determination of the man.
A doctor by profession he took up
arms in the midat of battles in the
Sierra Maestra, rising to the ranks of
Major in the rebel army, His suffer-
ing in those difficull days was all the
more intense: because of the severe
asthma which pestered him throughout
his life. Yet oover for a moment in
the Diary does he sound desperate.
On the contrary he always praises
his comrades and records in detail their
birth dates. In this context one can-
not help recalling his words, “the true
revolutionary is moved by strong feel-
ings of loye", and his letter to his
parents written shortly before he Ieft
Cuba: “T have loved you very much,
only I haven't known how (o ¢xpress
my fondness. 1 am extremely rigid in
my actions and I think thal sometimes
vou didin’t understand me™, and then,
“Now a will which T have polished with
delight is going to sustain some shaky
legs and someé weary Tungs. T will do
it"

The suddeén departure of Guevara
from Cuba had caused many 1o suggest
serious differences of opinion  with
Castro,  There might have besn some
truth in that it ymight have been that
the reyolutionary Che found it difficult
to adjust himself to the task of consoli=
dation which often brings in its wake
compramises which one has to make.
I a letter to Fidel Castro before Jeav-
g Cuba Che says, “My only serions
failing was not having trusted more in
you from the first moments of the Sier-
ra Maestra and not having undetstood
quickly enough your qualities as a

.

leader and a reyolutionary™. Continu-
ing he says, “Rarely has a statesman
been more brilliant than you in thoge
days (the days of the Caribbean
crisis)™,

Yet the question remains: was Che
Guevara merely an  adventurist, a
ramanticist ¥ Crifics, among them un-
fortunately many communists, seem 1o
belicve that nothing succeeds like suc-
cess. The poing was good in Cuba,
Since his: capture’ and execution in
Bolivia many have suggedted that his
approach. was wrong, In zeply one
can only guote Che who was himself
conscious of the eriticisms : “Many will
call me an adventurer—and that T am
only of a different sort—one: of those
who risks his gkin 10 prove his plati-

tudes”. And that, one feels, s
important.
The second fssue
o]
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O’Neill In Bengali

RunrAPRASAD SEN GUPTA

DAPTATION is a generally more

acceptable method than trensla-
tion if one wants to produce a foreign
play in Bengali, There are, however
plays which may not bear 'idd]‘lt"iiltm
at all and in such cases, one has to
produce a translation. Emperor Jones
according Mr Kamal Majumdar, direct-
tor of the Children's Opera Group
who produced it is one such play. One
can  accept this view provided Mr
Majumdar solves certain inherent prob-
lems resarding the production of

Bongali translations. The spectator
may willingly suspend his disbelief
when he sees a white man or

a Negro made up and dressed in
their own manner, speaking Bengali.
But the bone of contention remains—
unless the language in 5o ordered and
arranged that the characters speak it
easily, understandably and unjarringly.
In this play, that problem has remain-
ed unsolved. The syntax largely ali-
enates us, the slurred, aspirated and
heavily accentuated delivery of the
literally translated lines always pre-
vents the formation ol images that
words are expected to do.  This fore-
ign moade of delivering the native lan-
guage largely impairs voeal acting
as well a8 the total impact of the pro-
dutuom Now about certain other

raffling aspects of the production.
Wh- for example, are the two charac-
ters made to look so young and boyish?
Shouldn't the director have altogether
done awnv with the idea of make-up
and used masks instead? But since
ho does not ohject to the convention
of makirig up the characters, why does
he fiout the specific direction of the
text and present us with a Smithers
and a Jones as two leen-agers Y Again
the scope of music conld be far greater
in this play ; the vital role of the gra-
dpally mounting tomtom-beating has
been utterly neglected.

These attitudinal and productional
lapes in Emperor Jones may certain-
ly alienate aon average playgoer and
make him indifferent to some features
of the performance. The wutter dis
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regard of naturalistic techniques of
production i one such poini. This
defiance informs the total production,
particularly the decor, the choreogra-
phy ‘and the physical acting. Which
lelps one to realize that the Bengalis,
traditiopally rich in imaginative utder-
standing, are losing much of their
theatrical  receptivity owing to the
supremacy of naturalism, Mr Majem-
dar, in the rackling ol his decor,
seems to be conscious of this predica-
ment and tries to atone Tor his: fellow-
practitioners by building up a palace
with just @ banner and a chair and
by suggesting a forest with the help
of a creeper-tied stool. In the choreo-
graphy, operatic delicacy and preci-
sion have been observed, And the
emphasis on physical acting is laud-
able, Considering that there are @
pood many actors in this country who
do not know what to do with their
hands; the actors in Emperor  Johes
make a good job with their physique.
With sustained bhallet-like movements,
mimetic actions and gestural meta-
phors, the players succeed in serving
many movements of fascination,

To come buck 1o the original point.
The case for Emperor Jones in Ben-
gali is vitiated ab initio. A play lite-
rally  translated into Bengali from
English can never yield the fullest
meaning, nor can it ever be a peifect
praduction even if Kamail Méazamdar,
who did such a job with Laksutaner
Shaktishel, is the director.

@EMaria Aml Balhq]wlm»

Nadn = o

MRIGANKA SExHAR Ray

N Viva Maria Louis Malle has gone

back to his Zazia tradition of flm-
making in a mood of inspired mayhem,
packing the film with inyentive gags and
pleasing fancies. It is the story of
two Mariag, one an Irish anarchist
and another a dancer in the road-show
who, after their accidemtal meeting,
are involved in revolntionary adven-
tures in Mexican Ruritania. Toge-
ther they encounter the striptease-
hungry mob, one-night suitors, patrio-
tic masses, monstrous dictators and a

devilish clergy and together
their admirers, win over the's
and defeat the villains, They 88
halves of a single personalily, ou
plementing  the other, M
(Jeanne Moreau) whispers g
cooings of love into her iuulnu I
while Maria 11 (Bfiggtte Ba i
fuse her revolutionary fervod
the DLighthearted comedientie.
gtep into Malle's world, the a8
acts and the revolution besm
of n road-show on a grand Sl
tre and life intermingle. Thes
maddening and Dacae’s EastuiiSe am. <
phutnu..mlm with its beautiful SRt (he
tion of landscapes and its clovergInly 23

. A
N tulonts
thould
e of b
freat th
swork
sH th

iters

¢flects creating the multiple | A Ufi
two Marids, i3 oulsianding I Diuri
message is pever thrust upondl e swellic
tators, it gently touches their unsh
tha lcnd«.r melody of o CEEEEERAD!
lymn, B ool
Schiesinger’s adaptation oS .

Hardy's Far From The Maddigh Lo
is the portrait of Bathsheba, &8 gr, he
with stormy passions ciealingSus Wenin
in the Tives of men who fall fo e g
She breaks the shell of misHisipn biit
Willlam Boldwood, is attractedd Mor

carnal lust in Sergeant Trops l]lc; il
firally calmed by the unscliNEEEE by
of Gabriel, & love, ps Hardy Hig
it, “shich many watéers cannobiRRESaC
nor floods drown_ .. ” Sl piher's
iries hard to anmn. the: 1o

Hardy's original but in his |1|1 |
tion to the literary source, o
his altegiance to his own medid
result is a highly literary flogs
to the core, but never lively
to sparkle on its own medis
singer atlempts o convey i 1
emphasis on the relationships borir
man and nature in n most WIEEY ©
way and in his film nature mil youn
the extreme long-shorts of VileE '

over which the camera can .Mr“U
almost noo-stop gliding. Ly i s
tor fails to find the proper visi o
valents to the novelist’s poetid
and Hardy's famous patheies

A pro;
w1 [-i

becomes mere childish | sentimg Y
we have the image of raindps
on Fanny's coffin or roging
the mirror of surging prsds L
3 You

Bathsheba wading (hrongh
eaves ay the symbol of dese
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N guphislicnlcd and reason-
nted film-maker like Schlesin-
Il inderstand that to retain the
i the ariginal the best way is
it the busic material as only a
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rdot)
aur
Al
lanoes
O
.':!t‘:"
e pus
panch
ful ¢
IEL S

EEANIL

Doetors

dismayed 1o read the tirade
il doctors in the Caleutta Diary
27, If the medical profession
Pimprincipled  &s described by
Wit would it jmprove itsell
fllitte f1s  ranks. by uneducpted
philled  people?  Présumably,
BT s not against the profession
Rulne their  educstional  back-
- B I am guite sure that if called
fing improve  the purity of tap
| 2wl would prescribe ils dilution

( the &
hea
Ch

[img B witer,

i hfu_ pudoes the doctor his commis-
isog Liz silent about the 15% pay
sted i quivate practice. He points
oy il abortion by quidified doctors;

selfish] By b would prefer it being done
v destmbgnnlified abortionists.  He is
not quemed  about  the  would-be
Schies safety,  Such is spite,

te i P, BHATTACHARYYA (Mrs)
blind Kenduadihi, Bankura
L he g

fecliunt

im, [4 Boring

fely - :
it B .Mr. i\- ‘{lh:lliaﬁhjr_\'ﬂﬁ
v uly 27), politics 15 undoubted-
l‘l;}’l e 1D sOme, cspaci;lﬂ} to the

gt Tochg
mes
f vast|
sontin

The |
{visual
setic 18
Ketic B
sentimeg
idrops
ng sl
passiol
igh sci
deserti

g men of the presént age who
it live & day without it
]!‘i o

pinplete  man”,

Whose number s legion.
B

im {0 the cultural side.
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it it is extremely stimulating

Bhutacharya refers to the needs
1 SENse
mplete man” is o rare phenome-
B Th: needs of such 2 man may
glilys be useful o the incomplete

L. K. BANERTI
Varanasi

weekly deals only with polii-
Witors, without puying the Jeast
This

FRONTIER

is pot at all praiseworthy, So 10 get

a strong foothold in the minds of the

colightened public, Fronrer should

bring the literary section into promi-
nenee

SamaresH CHi BAsU

Calcutta

The Diary

Fhe vivid description in the Calculta
Diary of August 3 of the oL of a
Bengali girl of g wpical muddie-class
family. uprooted from East Bengal s
us touching as il is true; Each of
us, us Charen Gupta wishes, should
ungrudgingly fulfil our social obligs-
gons. Occasionad “airing ©of purt-
lime sentiments” won't do; what is
urgently needed today is to do some-
thing material so that a poor, decay-
ing family may be properly rehabilita-
ted -and the girl given due social re-
cogmtion,

Writings  like
"Bengall Love:

this “Diary"” and
Made in England”

(by My N, Majumder, May 23) pro-
vide the vases in the deserl of poliics

in Fronier.

Pranap Sankar Roy
Buarasat

The Split

“A reader” 1o his letter (July 13)

has used the uspal Communist jargon
Folemics need
not be shunsed nor splits leared but
then guoting o often: and 100 much
from the scriptures does not lead us
anywhere, The Indian Communists of
all sorts are adepl in digging up quo-
of their reformist
or sectarian theorics. The problems of
the Indian revolution are complex and
it is indeed peculiar that Comsfunists
dlways find a simple
Most strange
is the volte face of the CPI(M). They
latest cham-
pions ‘of the Khrushehevian theory of
peaceful transition to socialism through
Hore
amazing is their issuing a cerlificate to
and Co (o the effect that,
though revisionists, they still continue

without telling. mueh.

tations in defence

in this country
remedy for all of these.

the

have now became

bourgeois  parlismenis, Skl
Kosvain

to be Communists, Poor Kautskyl

On the other hand a section of the
Indian Communists dogs not consider
any other way bul the Chinese to build
up urmed struggle in the villages and
then to encircle and octupy the cities,
Fhe prolelariet s farf more Bumerous
in/ Indif, communications niuch better
devéloped, the burcaucriacy and’ the
ruling class  are more elficient and
ntelligent and, above all, the Imdians
do not have 4 Mao Tse-tung. Here
middle-class people #nd the students
are likely 0 phiy a more tmportant
role, The Indian revolution may there-
fore be a combination of both the
Russion aod the Chinese way,

“A reader” has betrayed his emo-
tion while writing about the Naxalbari
movement. The strange fact is that
aimost everyone—whether the: Union
Government or the Naxalites or the
Chinese—exagerated the happenmgs
in Naxalbari, It was no political
armed Struggle but  only & primgdry
geonomit struggle of the peasants. As
Jong as the Government hesitated to
use. full police measures there was
alk of armed struggle but the moment
police (and not the army ) went into
action the movement petered out i no
time, Naxaibar is mot even gloriots
in its defeat.

It i no use blaming the CPI(M).
It was apparent o everybody and
much more to the Naxalites that the
CPL(M) had strayed away from the
path. of armed struggle. Lot ‘us ques-
tion ourselves as o how much we have
contributed o the success of the Naxal-
bari movement

I think that ‘Telengana and not
Naxalbari should be the beacon fight
for the Communists in this couniry.

ANOTHER READER
Howrah.

To any communist who does not
believe in looking at the world through
the coloured glass of Revisiofism, the
splitting ‘up of a Communist Party
dominated by bourgeois memtality
comes as an inevitable histonic process
at a time when the economic crisis
all yound the country poses a threat of
revolutionary upsurge among the
people,

Your correspondent (July 6) seems
to be sorry for the further break in
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the “only radical party of the left”, obscurantism. When people say: It s than on the “absolute” side|
which may, as he has apprehended, teo carly fer you 1o engage in poliics, breaking of one into  two Sl
put the struggle of tho masses years do ot Jet anybody influence you, they  blunts the consuiousness of E
and decades behind, Fle should have really mean, do not anybody wfluence ne class leaving il unaware g
remembered  that the history of the you except me and my party, Every qorical responsibility as an /8
Communist Party i India has been  historical book; every hustory ol literi- apd progressive force, For

a history of covering up the seal strug- fure reflects the world outlook of its  pevisionists uphold the politics

gle of the Indian people by the petty aothor and it exens influgnce on the colfuboration, talk aboul the
bourgeois motivations of the leadership reader. Thergfore it is quite possible (he entire people, und total N
and that the spiit in 1964 came across 1o imfluence an unendighlened youth jiy™ between the basis and supg

a debgting table snd not from any mass  with the aid of these so-called texts. ture in 2 socialist society wie |

struggle, thus helping to dupe the rank  Thit is the worst kind of influence. fight between morbund e
_I; and file by radical jurgon. The pre- Secondly, do the professors condemn  and nascent sodialism still conti
1 sent split  has  emerged  from the violence in general or the particulsr 5 flercer form.  In the field |
: j battleficld of Naxalbud and not from' one in the Vice-Chaneellor's office?  ture, ton, they give up sociallst
™ the Burdwan Plenum of the CP (M). Where were they when unprecedentzd  und do away with party ol
) TARUN SEN Gurra vioclence was perpetrated  inside the the name of the “world's besf
|“ Caleutta, college campus al Unarpara on their don™, they tmpert the most o8 {
1 fellow leachers? Some people prends of alien class eulturg)
i Student Indiscipline get very wupset when they he progess of pollution may B
1 1 sel a moddle-headed crowd bund- and subile, |
. After the terrific broadsides from ying together und making  irres- The revisionist attack on M
cxperts, dons and impassiongd cham- ponsible noises about matters which is ap  afl-round phenomenol M
-1 pions of ‘Student Discipline’, have you are propetly the province of the Gav-  pot enoogh 1o search  and 1l
¥ space for a still small voice from an ernmerit, of the authorities. In which differences to political issues S
ardinary  guardian  (petly clerk) case, | fear, they must brace themselves SATAURUE '
| about the MBBS exumination and the for yet another decade of irmtation— New Ba
recent unwelcome incidents in the Vice- as long as the present intolerable con- —
: Chancellors office? Any?ufly 'kuowing .ditiuns persist  in this I.m“ u!‘l the PLACE A REGULAR ORD
anything abowt the educational world ‘free world. To be frank, 1 blame .
d of West Bengal is aware that head- neither the students nor the teachers; FOR YOUR

masters and prineipals  often submit  we are all victims of a vicious circle.
incorrect reporls (rather, they have What is distasteful is the air one puls

L - e

-I
" 1) to the Inspectors of schools and on when humble self-griticism is called FRONTIER
’ colleges about the state of affairs in  for. T

- their institutions in regard to the pro- Our chance to infiuenge our coun- Subscription Rates
;k gress of study courses, payment off try for good, our chance (o raise our
| salaries 10 the staff ete. Nor is the standard of life, our chance 1o debar- INLAND

occasion rare when the University has barise our society, gl these depend

not completed the courses of the post- upon our making -an explosion: an Chm et . Rs I8
graduate classes. cxplosion of wrath against the inhunmian Si; Months _ Rs. &
‘ If the students combine love and conditions we live in, against the Five Yoirs . Re N i
l study, or politics and study in unegual present inadequated attention aud edu- S‘c\::n e _ Rs. l0M
| propoction, so does the intellectual cation the teachers and children ol our : 5 :
1 c_sumliﬁ.h;_num of the University—poli- country are getting. ‘ Foreign AIR MAIL Rates (One}
tics (their own brand) and research, P, C. DUrTA
jobbegy and teaching. The uncondi- Dankuni, Hooghly,  Europe: Rs. 120 or 15 dd
tional obedience of the child requires Asia: Rs: 88 or 11 dollit
‘ unconditionsl  faulflessness: in the Revisionism America: Rs, 168 or 21 deili I
1 teacher, Can a teacher who imperson- T ]
Il ates not only a living collengue but Maonitor’s study of the current con- By Surfuce Miail
even & dead one in the Senate elec- troversy between Muorxism and revi-

' 1 L2 2 ‘I '
tion claim respect. To seek in the early  siomism is confined to politics alone, All countries; Rs. 40 or 5 d

political activities of the studants the which is a pity, The Trevisionists,

, toot of all student indiscipline is to who have their own philosophical Long-term Subscriptions ¥ =
1k take symptoms for causes, This apart, ‘understénding put greatér stress on help the new waekly
| any condemnation of political activity, the “relative” side of dia- 1

oven of early activity, is hypocrisy and  lectics; 1:¢., the identity of opposites;
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The 25th Issue Of

-
: "CC'!-'I[{E“C

Dated Se‘rpwmu'.u-r 28, 1968
WILL BE A SPECIAL NUM BER.
Published On The Eve Ol
The Holidays.

[t Will Be A Bigger Edition

 Price Re. 1)

And Contain Articles By
Eminent Writers

Besides The Usual Features

OUTSIDE AGENTS SHOULD BOOK THEIR ORDERS EARLY
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Parents! Don’t take chances
with young feet...
they have to last a lifetime!

In Bata Liliput, you will find the correct construction and
foot-free comfort that is best for growing young feet. Smart and
pretty styles of supple, poraus leather mould gantly to little fest,
Full toes with plenty of grow-room, combined with a heel that
positions the foot firmiy. Flexible soles allow freedom
for natural movement. In every respect, Bata Liliput is:'one of
the most scientifically correct and comfortable shoes
you ¢an buy for your children,
Come in soon and let us fit them,
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