Ive been botk
lwemly,

durger  wheat procurement
b ety hese nor Wbere,
on tonnes of Xy eulput,
[live been aliogether odd if

n stayed put av lest

dppro-

find
BLA still more relevant gues-
i the price at which the
il has been  undertuken.
eHaeyung and  Uttiy Pra-
Pthzee Stutes svliere procure-
B8 ave  sodred—procure-
Nt prices way dbove the
R prices, It Is being freely
AL By farmers and traders
L wheal at Rs. 50-55 per
i the small peasants, and
bod the grain 10 the Food
i of Indin ar prices ranging
RS, 76 and Rs. 81, Under
fnsmnces, it would have
ot to sell 1o the Govern-

Rt of these high prices
B8 et directly telt now,
e n the jssue prices of

e Imported  wheat weie

RS e prices would have
Blller, This is the most
ity of the so-called wheat
Following the “revolution”,
i price of wheat has [urther
IS and §f costs casily 50
more 1 prodice wheat in
i 1 impot it
our aesthetic standagds,
B 0 dssuinge a4 stamp o
IS O sequitur of a revolu-
Ethed & new depth. Despite
fllin. cven this year, at least
Ul the wheat that will be
e public  distribu-
IS il consist  of tmports.
presolution, the prives will
thie issue of the stump;
i fiminc and starvation
fhlige purts of the country.
¥on  ure; g Government
plite 1o show in the way
fiem will anake a moontam
Mle molehill, 1t can only
LT S T R T R
iblic relations officers have
e sk of administering
Bty this vest, complex
pivalulion a day can keep
¥ Bt [or how long 3

W

Strikes

In several States Government. em-
ployees are on the wirpath,  demand-
ing demmess allowance  at. Centrdl
Government rates, while Centrial Goy-
emitent employces themselves are de-
manding a need-bused wase. The
sirike - of non-gazewed swafl in Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh has-spread, and
in Bihar teachers are restless. ULP,
may [ollow suit.  West Bengal State
Electricity Board workers threaten ac-
tion, The argument that there is little
money in the Kitty doés nor go home
when there s conspicuous spending and
when no altempt i made to equalise
disparities. The recent  osténtation
at Chandeupurd  during & brief
visit by  the Prime Minister —
the DVC, my bad' straits most of
the time, is reporied o have spent
at Jeast Rs. 5 lakhs for the occasion
—will not boost the morale of the
Bihauris.

Among the many hazads strikers
have to face ia' propaganda: 1| is a
pity that the plight of patients m Patna
hospitals has hiclped o ¢reate the im-
pression thal the strikers are callous,
But il the hospital story were not
there, saboteurs out to disfupt essen-
lial supplies would have Been invented
overnight.  Rallwiay firgmen  have
been accused of holding up rice sup-
plies. to poor Kerala. The Centre’s
solicitude for Kerala and some other
UF Governmenis which were ditched
is famous, 'bot a Keraluo on very short
and expensive rations at the moment
may have a Short memery and blame
the firemen for his hardship. Al
this points to the need ot conlinuous
political education.

It is oo early 10 tell whether the
Central Government employees
will strike. Trade umion leaders in
Delhi bave bheen known (o funk at
the last moment, Bul the Govern-
ment may leave the employees with no
other option. Taking advantage of
the disillusionment eomnsequent on the
UF Governments® failure to deliver
the goods in many Stutes: it has itself
helped to rdise the prices ol many es-
sential commodities  with  impunity,
and its spell ‘0! cocksureneds g still
not over, as politicking  parties; 100
busy with the coming mid-term elee-
tions, have not wied 1o organise any

movement againgt specific rises,

industrial labouy iz looking  on,
angry and timid. In the present sifua-
tion some factory owners are waiting
for a chance to declare a lock-out to
cut their loyses, and the workers, after
their experienice i the  past few
months, know thit any predipitate ae-
fion, without intense preparation, will
be playing into their hands.  Talking
tough is ‘not enouglh.

Government  employees have a
seeming advaniage over industrial
workers. * The Government—whal a
pityt—ecunnot loek itself out.  Action
by large pumbers of its employees
has a direct impact on public attention
and uilities, while ‘& strike in g large
textile factory, for exampie, can be
instlated from the general public for
quite ‘& time. Bul the extent 6f eco-
nomic deprivation is  'becoming . 40
wide thal a point |i§ being approached
where  both' industrial  workers and
white-collar employees may he forced
to co-ordinate their action, Co-ordina-
fion with the peasant movements (hi
are breaking out here and there still
seems a tall order,

Liberated Areas

As the Paris talks drag on, pepons
of massive “infiltration™ by North Viet-
namese: yegulars into the South multi-
ply and this 1z made to justify heavy
raids by B<52 bombers. The [act is
that the Vietcong, after the Tet and
subsequent -offensives, have been able
to liberute innumerable “strategic”
hamlets and | willages, ensuriog them
selves: a steady supply: of workers,
fighters and produce. The people in
many liberated aréas have elected
péople’s liberation committees at vil-
lage and hamlet level.  Such elections
have héen completed in the liberated
argas m Chau Thaunh, Gia Ral Caj
Nuoe. Nam Can, Thai Binh, Spng Doe
andd Dam Dol districis.  Sinee  the
beginning of this year. thousands of
voung people in the provinees ol the
Meking delta have joined the People’s
Liberation Armed Forces and pone
to the front fine. In three months,
more than 4,500 young people joined
the PLAF in Ben Tre province. Three
hundred teachers and students m the
cities of Bent Tre, My Tho and Cao
Lanh went over to the liberated areas




and jowed e wrmy thare.  1hete
were miany cases 0l fainer and son
jolning up at the same time.  Those

rerEaung an the vilages or hamlets
are pow in the guenlla forces which
have been grown considerably.
Broad sections of dhe young have
jomied.  yOug brigades, In
February and March, more than 4,000
young people in Chau Ihanh, lLong
My and Phong Hiep. distdets of Can
Tho province oK pact o e work
ol supporting the front. More than
500 young. men and women ol Bino
Phuoe usioel, Long An  provioce,
joined the civilian  work corps 1ot

SUOCK

long-term service iu support of the
front. lheip moto s, “everything

for the front, everything for the defeat
ol the engmy™,

Peasunis m the liberated: areas 'oi
My Tha provitice hisve started an emu-
lation campuiign in public gramn dei-
very for 1968, Many peasant house-
hiolds have delivered thdir quota: ol pub-
te grain for even 1969, In their etlorls
o develop production the peasants i
the liberited arcas in Long An pro-
vince have dug 4 total o about one
hundred small dams agdmnst sea waler
this year and transformed 8,000 hec-
tares of single-crop lelds into: double-
crop helds,

it |3 in view of (hese Impressive
developments i South Vietnam that
the Hanoi daily Nhan Dan said that
the Suigon puppet admisistiation is
like wn empty gunny bag which the
LS. has tried in vaik o make stang
on ifs The déstruction o
“strategic hamlets” and the crushing
of ke puppel machine of centrol al
the grassroots level  has broken ihe
puppet administra-

Its polieal fatlure 18 aiso seen

OWil,

backbone ol Lhe
fon.
in 18 uller isolation, and the growing
prestige ¢l Ui South Vietnam Nahon-
4l Front {or Liberation and the emer-
gence of the Vietnum Alliance of
National  Democratic  and
IForces. tenof whose leaders have been
denth in absentia.

Peace

sEnienced 1w
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De Gaulle’s Decision

Less toan six weeks before M
Couve de Murville replaced M. #omi-
pidou as Prime Mimster of France,
weneral ge Gaulle had aectared that
e would not change the Frime Mifis-
vilue, salidity, capacily
ul eVETYOIlC .

er  whose
ucserves  the homage
What the General retused 10 o 4t the
height of the Frencl Crisis was evident-
ly found desivable witer order had
been restored. The change 1s particu-
larly intriguing Jn Lhe context of M.
Pompidow's handlmg ol the cusis dand
the tmpressive vote ol coufidence hat
lie, no less than the General, received
i e glections, The Prime Minister had
faihiully carsied out the Presidents
pelicies and held the country togethel
when much ol v rebelled against
these: policies, Yet the General appa-
rently befieves How
different Prime Minister o give eifect
to new policies. The social and eco-
nomic reforms that the General wishes
o introduce are by no means unae
coptuble o' M. Pompidon, but the lat-
ter perhaps would have preferred
nigthods differant froim those Lhe Fre-
sident mntends o adopt.

It is cifficull to see M. Couve de
Murville as the ‘man most  perfectly
auuned 1o the wasks prescribed by the
General.  The «cool, reserved and
pofished  diplomat, with his upper-
class Protestant background, does not
scem the kind of man who would
respond with warmth and energy to
the General's programme of retorms
“participation”. But the
Generil probably  counts upon one
negalive virtue of the man; the [ormer
Foraign Minister  and [ately Tinance
Minister  will not show his personal
leelingd even when he disagrees or
strongly disapproves; he will be an
insirument (otally at the General's dis-
posal, M. Pompidou has been and will
surely vemain perfectly loyal, but he
is noi quite so good at effacing his
own personality; in fact; his loyalty,
it appears, has not prevented him fro.
expressing occasional doubt and dis-
agreement.

Fhis does not mean that General de
Gaulle. bas. lost faith in the man who
has served him so well. M Pompidou
remuins his chosen suceessor: indeed,
there is 'no other possible  suceessor,

(nat he necds @

ot ;It_v:-__.',qll'l U[

Unless the General himselbls
stay on, 0o other candiiiie S

piior |

M Pompidou in 4 Presidenl -
But, before any such electig ¥ ﬂ?ﬂl"'-‘\"
ter. probably  hopes 1o ¢f "—l" Bie -
doubting follower thay the IR and Lhe
been onwarranted ; M Pogpi e, buck
then come to recognize Ui JMEERARIE Sulint
ral had been right all along apcvived
thus be better able 10 clllf or,  the
grand tradition, Or perhipsl these
tal is simply gusrding ozl o thal
ble failure of his ininnl pEustay
f oi beha

gramme; he cannot be winss
lew but the more GuiatiGaisg
support the “participation” pil
entirety. I the scheme

i Compa
'_‘!H'. ul B
andispuicd

would be another crisis, ey from (h
er than the last. Ar (hal mis a “f,_:a :
General could tum 1o M EEEEEEEMIEITIION
who would be unscathed. e ! wtm:!"
hape both for Gaullism: mod e uf the S“J
of the Gaullist vision. ‘ M _Spm“]
ales ), sa

Il mpara

Sabah the terit

te Mal:

lish No

I'he issue over which (he PhE % with 1

broke off  diplomatic
R A ,
‘.\II.II .|\I.Ji.l:\?-l.l in 1963 lavsta p
revived, Obviously restormiing iy
lomatic relations in 1966 ";:lll}th.z
remove the bone o te B
Sabiah, hoe. ol o e
- : ailten of
in March this year a4 B eoloni:
Cerregidor, s little sland ol I'h‘.1 m-l'
af the Manila Bay, got I8 A1t ;.'r
i the world Tress. For, a8 ;
8 o ; 3 10 Nnrih
the muting “revealed” thel I B tone
Philippine authoritics  wene IS sc!g;\;!
sofdiers for the purpose ol A
Sabiah, now part In]' Fl_lu M iy ﬂ.-Jsp “‘1‘
deration. President  Marcoy e
expluined that the  commaniE u.-fm
being traingd. not for invostin 3 I.{ftt
tration but for counter-insy I "’"_Tr;
?dﬁt Iu__u‘:l‘-c_-;n (.nmmmlli..'\(}' Alliy to 7o l';
hilippines. Bul the “revelnting B rnted
enough to spark ofl a hyporiuis _qa!::ll;
ciptipaign in the Malaysian T8 " ‘, .
Kuatg Lumpur these dayy oo 'h ij
the solemn pledge of ng_hun ‘ . “FJ‘,(
last drop of blood against 4 ol e POt
U drop ol gansi @ -l of i
vader. And strangely enougi S f th
which denied that the muL'Luj i ;‘:ahul
regidor liad anything to do Wil .
“liberation” of Subah. hos s e
ped up the campaign for 1k (:”}1{‘
subaly issue o the World € (::f:t: 1
UN. One wondérs. i the Jai Bheeriti:
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Anotha
btely  heen
pver Sabal might
political dividends,
pagal of the Philippines

potential of Sabah
discovered.

BUUSE Lraliine camp was not
Lt S
ML
rOnVines
o
piion
It y
b3 | \'y.' . 1
35 thed

iZaims
cdigtd

L jetritory is the 30,000

B aerthseastern tip ol
Wihe present  dispute can
Bhack to carly 18th century
(Sl of Sulu  claimed 10
giled that temritory  from
i the Sultan of Brunei,
fliere exisls  mo docu-
il effiect.  Then in 1877
Yon Overbeck pur-
(W iehilf of 1he Ih‘i!f«.h N.n::h
ol O Bpiny  the territory from
- ...1' ol Brunel. Te make their
piied  Von Overbeck also

Presicent

tion strategy, And the trick paid off.
Now with i Presidential

isstie has again  been drapged
the cold storage: At @ time when Huk
insurgents control central Luzon, when
poverty, corruption  and widespréad
arime are driving larger and largel
numbers of people against the Govemn-
ment, jingoistic  frenzy over Sabah

LS L)

.\:;:ﬂ ) the Sultan of Sulu, on the may serve g useful purpose, \ More-
O 8 sum, & document grant-  over, since Syharto’s Indonesia  has
A Poms Sory in perpetuity, Now wveered round to back the Malaysian
| o Clnims 1o inherit the claim, Filipino super-patriots can also

g Sultan of Sulu (descended encirole-
Smitlsh and American colo-
lesays that the grant was
Ay lease. So’ sovereignty
Bilogy, they claim, canmol
Alslnysin, the successor of
Bonth Borneo  Company.
e Philippincs.

vd for raise the hopc_\-'_ .ul" ‘Mu.-.-lin-.
ment of the Philippines.
Malaysian rulers are no intocent
kids either. Tunku Abdul Rabhman is
a past master in inventing foreign' peril
at the time of elections, And ¢lection
thne is again drawing near. When

he P

“".J _ General Suharto moved into the Pre-
- o poinis 1 the lack of sidential chair, the hogey of Tedonesi-
f“"b‘ . § wvidence 1o support  an aggression had to be buried. Stories
iy Cotl

pahit the Sultan of Sulu  of Chinese subversion also are nol

coniey filihe cession of Sabah from  likely to wash, In such a bleak situa-
. B Brunci. Moreover the tion “news” of Filipino subversion in

i .I :T ¥ sl masters of the Philip-  Sabah comes in very handy. Howgver
i : o ] b )

the 1erritories of
bl Sulu, surrendered  their
et Borneo by the Madrid

d with the British in
Riencan rulers of the Phi-

Hluexe strange it may seem, the Philippine-
Malaysian dispute over Sabiah serveés
no one's purpose belter than those of
Messers Tunku and Marcos.

2O T
. 8 SUTVIR
RPLIAE 100
wereE (i |

= of e R ;
) el 1931 1o .a line of
MaliFs diawn by 2 joint Anglo-
e - Hé 1. l_l'l 1963, when the F T =
T P Milavsia was formed, a ]
VRS Bendim o Sabah resulted | M/s, ASSOCIATED INDIAN ENTERPRISES
r- TSt

iliMalaysia's favour. So if
i intermational law' and
'-' wlerendum, Malavsia's
B i sounder than that of
. Bt colonial claims
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had revived
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clection a few months away the Sabah
from
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Viex from Delhi

Price Of Dual Satellitism

PRON A

EW Delhi's reacfion to the
=1 Sovier degision on arms lfor
Pakistan was like that of a jilted spms-
1 wallowing in sloppy sentimentalism
and self=pity. The story was planted on
three hand-picked corréspondents to
build up public opinion against the
deal and it was meticulously timed for
President Zakir Husain's take-off lor
Moscow. Therealtér. as usual, the
official spokesman maintained that he
knew nothing aboul the Soviet deei-
sion

There was something  unedifying
and clumsy about New Delhi’s attempt
t¢ build up opinion against the deal.
As clumsy ‘as its attempts 1o keep
hack from the country the fact that the
Soviet Union has been helping it to
build up a terrific arsenal—Sukhai-7
fischter-bombers. sophisticated tanks,
missiles and puns.  submiarines, all in
addition to what was already coming
and the MIGs. Soviet reguests for sub-
marine bases in the Indian  Ocean
were being heard with greal sympathy
in New Delhi once.

Al the time of wiiting this despately,
the only “official™  reaction 10 the
development was the Prime Minister’s
statement. Everything else has to awail
the President’s return and the Parlin-
ment session on July 22.

Non-official reactions  have been
weird. The Moscow-lining Press seems
to have gone beyond its brief, The
decision is. only in principle. the sup-
plies would only be tokén and it would
lareely be defensive equipment like
pround-to-air missiles! Tis yeason [or
anper: the “pro-l1.S, lobby™ is ufilis-
ing the occasion ta pallv forces ngainst
Mrs Gandhi, The Right Communist
reaction s little different from that of
the Janp Sapghi  jingoists, The CPI's
exceplion (o Soviet urms supply to
Pakistan would have made sense if it
had condemned outright the Soviet
pame of setting off Indiz and PaKistan
an an arms race, Soviet mediation at
Tashkent was followed by stepped up
military aid to India and if Mr Kosy-

-

VOLITICAL

LORRESPONDENT

gin meant peace on the sub-continent,
it could only be construed thut he nlso
wanfs o permanent  Asian confronta-
fion between Indin and Chinu.

When Moscow  jettisoned
strivgele to replace it By ¢old war. non-
alignment ceased (o be & charlatan
doctrine and was respectable enough
in the eyes aof every Soviet Prime
Minister alter Stalin. India had a lever-
age over the two Super-Powers, almosl
to the point of blackmailing them 1o
part with all the aid she needed. But
with the Super-Power interests con-
verging on India, non-alignment has
degenerated into dual satellitism,

cliss

The tension in West Asia is easing
and the Soviet TInion would like the
tension to case in South Asia. Very
soon there will be Soviet arms dumps
in West Asin and South Asia and all

of them interchangeable like fthe
CENTO arms. A Pakistani military
deleggdfion is reported to be visiting

[ran to study the Soviel equipment
supptied to Tran, for a let<in the projec-
ted deliveries 1o Pakistan, ULS, arms
came to Pakistan once via Iran, Now
Sovier arms would come via Turkey
or Iran even il the Sovicts back oot on
a formal deal one of these days.

in South Asia
correct but

Soviet calculations
need not prove wholly
there appears. to he a logic to the
new policy. Stability  on the Inhdian
sub-continent demands an early settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute, Tf India
has to be kept in a permanent stale
of confrontation with Ching, ©f should
be relieved of the problems. arising oul
of a permanent threar from Pakistan
But even if the two govemments on
the sub-continent want a solution of the
Kashmir dispute public opinion in bhoth
these countries is helligerent. The
Soviet Union might think that sunply-
ine arms to Pekistan might have the
effect of pressuring India into @ more
réasonable attitude on Kashmir. But
this is where the Soviet Union is likely
D prove wWrang.

“Balance”

The compulsions ol Su¥el
policy are clear, Indis his 10
ggainst China, But sinte 4o i
Kashmir settlement is nol i@
kistan would also have 1048
to keep the balance hefwes
countries.. (The old Amerien
The Soviet Union has stareld
race on the sub-continent
new policy was a long 1img
If New Delhi had driigged i Becc
try into believing thit the SOV ';'-“

Ent on
.‘ W, |
the us
han:d
ol I
Bt ol
,I Nel
Mat 1l

was all for Indin and dgi s with
tan, it would have to thankd o S0

the: muddle it is in. The S

» gy | Muhi 1
on the Kashimir' isgug; (0gH

1y fact

unguatifed  support 1o i BT
gradually changed  imio .
. - - s (o
stiict "eguidistance, I
By v - one
pomnt in New Delhi getunp s .
» h' .5 o . ﬂl
tal abowr jt, A clear indicani .
shift in the Soviet stand win Ar"i‘

when Mr Kosygin visited N

fast, in Agril, and told Mrs GRS

! e 1:
so- many words that Presids B Un
Khan wis  Her best Bel s = )
missed the bus now, the Kashin 8 )

Lo
can never be solved. ¢
| s

By dumping arims on hoth I -
Pakistan, the Soviet Umion i
its “Asgian presence”, If Adl ¥
Asiang, you can always sagl
kent. If India and Pakista
p seftlement, Tndia would b
and can confront  China
But once India makes tp witl
Soviet levetuge over Indif %
lost, Instead il own <
with China woull be: neinis

Mr Kosyein's platitudinou
Mrs. Gandhi  skirts the biSs
raised by her. It might be Ui
ing but then New Delhi canm
lengsterny  view of thing, &
ferm preparation (o anear thgl
threat (an invasion is o
every October but it never oo
is understandable. But to: hey
for ever. assuming a stule il
nent confiict with Chitti, IS
Delhi’s rigkdity on the bRk
with China has nol paith oS
again demands lor 4 meanit
gue with Peking are heard
ponsible people,

How would New Delhl s
now? 11 Moscow thinks j1s jetas
lead (o softenine on Kushmigl
he mistaken. The Prime M

Entior
il fr
hits
. th




Bk (o the Jana Sangh's help
i & fronzied campaign aga-
BillEment of the issue, In fact,
4% eall for 4 march on Par-
pluly 22 has the clandestine
gl the Congress and might
| support  from the SSP.
i, preoccupied  with prob-
e own  survival in office,
fied 0 major political crisis
Wuntil the country  has had
fiiree more bumper harvests
min (which is nearly impossi-
¥ cliance of resuming o dia-
i Pakistan has been snuffed
B decision. The timing of
e been  determined by
B relevant frem the Soviet
Wew. But it is difficult for
Hnderstand.
Pemembers  that the direct
mussive Soviel arms pid 1o
i pertuin belligerency over
i Now Delhi, it would not
Wil 10 faresee  the  develop-
Pl clear hy now that the
it Wwas not very: particular
R aliould sign the non-prolife-
iy I wanted . India to go
e defence budget covering
al weapons which could be
the Soviet Union,. Now
gine more seasen to refose
e areaty.  Indin's  defence
most likely 10 20 up, with
jnined by Pakistan, And
trme India would need from
1o keep the balance would
fiibod come from the Sowict
American mission which was
it in June had  to put off
ihips anticipating the latest
gent in Moscow. The visil
opul off  fugther until after
Wl has assessed the situation
B A mood 10 ook 1w the
8 Ipr  arms ance again
Chinese threat can always
il up. Il you can't be non-
Wou hnve to be aligned 1o both
rs. Mrs Gandhi's dash
i to. participate in the 50th
i celetirations last November
Riigiind performance,. Now,
st American sufari is re-ar-
pnchule a brief bot purpose-
- Washington, it would
rprising,
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The Yahoos

In Vietnam

CrHaran Gurra

R. BENJAMIN Spock and four

others have each been sentenced
by a Boston judge to a prison term
of two years and a fine of $5000 for
ingiting Amierican voung men Lo evade
the draft. In the eye of US. law,
draft-dodging is criminal offence; Dr
spock, with all his eminence as the
foremost ehild specialist in the country,
i thereforz guilty of aiding. and abet-
tng i criminal offence.  He is a crimi-
mal, and has 10 be locked up.

From all present indications, the
citizens of the United States, in the
elections next November. are likely o
supplant Lyndon Johnson by Richard
Nixon. Miuch worse things may hap-
pen then.  True, there are any number
of brave Americans, conscientions
Americans, Americans like Dr Spock,
who' are trying desperately to prevent
the ealamity of Nixon .as the next
President,, -but. after all, they are in
a minority.. The judgment of the
Bogton coust is qot all that irrelevant:
Despite the “Hell, No! We Wan't Go™
slogan reverberpiing among college
boys and gitls, the bulk of the Ameri-
can people would seem o frown upoen
those who would prefer to leave Viet-
nam . to the Viemamese—or Asia (o
the Asians. A considerable number
ameng them may be weary of the war,
but they, would net still consider that
the war s unjust, or that the Americans
had no business to go et to Vietnam
in the first place.  If they thought so.
it would then be Eugene MeCarthy—
and . not: Nixon- or - Hubest Humphrey
—who would have been the leading
Presidential — candidate  during  this
summer,

3 %

The dilemma faged by men like Dr
Spock is nor altogether umique. There
have been similar. instunces in the past
when individuals have amaigned them-
selyes  against the gqulers of society
and have suffered in the process. The
history of homan efforts would be al-
1ogether and i individuals were lack-
ing in the courage o protest agains!
evily sanctified by social - convention.
The: thing that has still (o be stressed

here is that neither American society
—nor the rest of the world—is perhaps
quite aware how much of an evil the
war o Viemam is.  These amongst us
who line up for a U.S, grent, or our
Goverment when it puts in a plea for
the flow of a couple of billion dollars
annually from the U.S. admimstration,
can be only vaguely cogmizant of the
enormity of the horror which Vietnam
is. A compartmentilization of moral-
ity usually takes place: Vietnam, the
ATEWMENL runs, IS noL odr concesn,
why sheuld we therelore worry aboul
it; if an official American grant ad-
vances my own educational or profes-
siopal eareer, let me thank the U.S.
officials and accept it ; similarly, if
funds fumnelled frony the U.S. Govern-
ment budget would ease our own hud-
getary problems—for <xample, hetp
finance the Fourth Plan—why, let us
be properly prateful; and ask no ques-
tions abowt Vietnam. I our little fa-
vours are granted, we shall keep, quist
over Vietham, we shall not even hother
to have the intellectual or emotional
curiosity to enquire about the facts
in Vietnam. It will not be convenij-
ent for us 10 learn that what the Ame-
ricans are perpetrating  in Vietnam
exceeds the bestialities of Hitler,  or
that the strategy of “search - and
destroy” has amounted to an orgy
of deliberate mass murder and ta a
systematic extermination: of villages
and people.
# S
[ have before me the issues dated
March 9 and 16 of the New Yorker
magazine.. An  American | journalist
named Jonathan Schell spent several
weeks during the summer of lasi year
with the US, forces in Vietnam, and
has presemted o ¢linical account of
what he saw and heard. Let me quote
him.

What 1 saw and heard had to. do
mostly with the destruction thal was
going .on in South Viétnam, but at
the' same time | found that the pecu-
liar character of the war tended 10
be defined for me by how the men
in our armed forces reacted to the
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various speeial conditions of the war:  throngh their bombing.  The points “Yeah, Beats me what it LA
the immense disparty in size and are awarded as follows: the ground commander i o
What then follows can onlyS S

b power between the two adversaries. fro
l the fact that Americans are fighting Men Women cribed as pure poetry. the i Bat its
ten thousand miles from home. the Old 3 Old 3 destruction, | hope the ERSEEEES. .
fact that the Viétnamese are an Crippled 3 . Crippled 3 allow' me to quote in full the e l\‘
A Astan and non-industrialised people, Children 3 Children 3 tion of how the great Amoriciles .. |

[ B the fact that we are bombing Norsth Military age | Military age | won the battle of two [ittle % th
Vietnam but the North Viemamese pregnant 5 by bombing and strafing frong & <0l
are incapable of bombing the Uni- “O.K,, here goes”, said (SN
{ ted States, the fact that our bombing A neat note at the bottom adds ; Then, addressing the F- . ml

in Scuth Vietnam can be met by “Combipation of two or more may also said, “*Make your passes o et

1 only small-arms fire, the fac¢t that be counted™. 10 north. Ul circle over hoil mlc ‘.'
{ §L ; : . . e . ind' 1eo
‘i IR it is often impossible for our men The horrendous Ir_nphcalmn of this west’™, B |
Hr 1o distinguish between the enemy note sinks in only with a time-lag: It The Major brought the (SRS

1lq

and friends or meutral civilians; the
anomalousness  and the corruption
of the Saigon Government, the
secondary role played by the South
Vietnamese Army we ars supposed-
ly assisting, the fact that the enemy
is fighting a guerilla war while we
are fighting a mechanised war and

simply means that if a pilot can bomb
and kill & pregnant woman, he Is en-
titled to the highest point-count award
—five plus one, six. The explanation
could Tie in psycho-somatic perversity.
but ‘maybe there is a more pragmalic
reason for placing such a high premi-
um on the murder of a pregoant

a dive, aiming its nose f
and fired & phosphorous
Its white smoke rose trom8
of trees filty yards to (he
one church, “Do  you
smoke?” he asked the g
mander,

“Yeah, I got you™,

e chu
& Th:
llings

SSWh
tike-n
Mimde
il

paling

| finally the overriding fantastic fact woman, which un Air Force Licutenant commander said. “I'll mak oS!
that we are  destroving, seemingly candidly provides: “When we kill a pun and then come Iy ..1;1

by advertence, the very country we
are supposedly protecting,

Schell describes; in gréat detail,
the “search and destroy™ missions in
the provinces of Quang Ngai and
Quang Tin: he saw the results of the
American bombing, shelling and
ground activities, i the course of
which seventy per cent of all the vil-
lages were destroyed: he also could
chserve al firss  hand the process of
destruction as it unfolded by flying
i Forward Air Control (FAC) plones
which are used to  find trapols
for bombing and alsa to guide Air
Force plancs to targets.  From what
Schell writes with such painstaking
detail, it becomes obvious that the
American policy is one of wholesale
genocide. For morale, American froops
are taught to sing such soul-raising
devotionals:

Stiafe the town and kill the people,

pregnant woman, we counit it as fwo
V.C.—one soldier and one cadet”.
Such ratings can scarcely be consi-
dered as examples of bizarre humour,
for, as ‘Schell narrates, pregnant women
are getting killed, every day and hour,
by the indiscriminate bombing. Schell
offers a minute description of a parti-
cular incident in the course of one
hombing mission, Areas to be bomb-
ed are predetermined by “coordinates™.
Within  the coordinates  marked
out  for this bombing  raid.
two church steeples conld be noficed.
(*“The churches were surrounded by
twenty or thirty houses. About half
of these had stone walls and thatched
roofs. One thatch-roofed building
was perhaps fifty feet long and thirty
feet wide, and appeared to be some
sort of gathering place, Flower gard-
eng were in bloem in front of both
churches. Behind both, plots of vege-

seven-hundred-and-fifty-pou

A minute later, an F40
from the south, diving low
churches in a practice
pulled out  of its dive, iLe
watd dind began (o ircle B
the next pass. A second B As
its ‘dive In the same Wiy Svniin
leased its bombs, A 13[l 8 "
brown smoke rolled up IS
vegetable garden in back GRS,
the churches. B -

“That’s about a hundpol e
of.” Major Billings sad -
you can move il forward® Hiifir

“OK. Sorry;” tha ight GEEESE -
der said. s

The third plane  als “R
bombs into the vegelable SN,
The first plane, on ils sevom O
sent its bombs into rice fidld fash
sixty yards to one side of (IS,
ches, Three pillars of brows

N ve
e
" - 1
'lnd:
A e

i

;I 1
Bide

Drop napalm in the square; table stretched back through glades now rose several hundred » i
Get out carly every Sondny, of palm ftreets to rice fields™.) The air. dwarfine the churchte o
And catch them at their moming following piece of radio conversation housss. On the: second pl Boo

prayer.
Lest it is thonght that this song is
mere hyperbole. Schell nmientions the
point-count  system the FAC pilots

ensued between the pilot in charge and
the ground commander :

“Two of those structures seem to

be structures of worship. Do you

condd pass, a bomb hit thel WS
one church dircctly-—the that
with the white flag on the
(ront. the

d

maintain for K.B.As ("Killed by want them taken out?” ki i A
Air'"). The Americans are out there “Roger”, the ground commander Oh, that's nice, l‘“‘l"‘y* S Ir:l
to kill, and individual pilots ire cre-  replied. “There seems to be a  Major Billings said. “Youl§ ‘;

dited ‘with points in accordance with
the killings they are able to achieve

white flag out front there", Major
Billings gaid.

those goodies right in there
When the smoke clean

oo

Ly
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it _ 'aj gone  except far ’ils I“'Righ[ (.jown_lhc line I'" Major some of the she-bulfaloes were preg-
ﬂ'p which e-t("?d by 'Itscli, \\'I!h Blllllng__s said. "!'h:-mkb, boys. You nant, _
miy g fan (op. The white Hug still did a real fine job. T'm going to Dr. Spocli has to be put away in
h i its pole. The third plane give you minety-per-cent  Target prison. He is a criminal. He wanted

pimbs into the rice helds Courage.” to prevent young American men from

I Bile. The fust plance fired  The Major was as good as his word.  going to Vietnam and be @ part of

ricall an its third pass, and they His Bomb Damage Assessment Report  such civilising, democracy-saving mis-

2 T i tho vegelable garden be- rc:;n_! as l&.‘j]()\\'ﬁ: "Two Permanent sions as described above, :

ot IF destroyed  church, leaving Mll!tary Structures  Destroyed,  ten s But Im"L at the other 'mlc n?f. all

9 -thc' with dozens of small Military Structured Destroyed, and five this. Dr Spock is an American citizen

4 |1i. SO RS, Several of .[hc rockets Damaped”, When Schell queried whe- liimsell, ard has the nobility to bestir
) e next volley dut the other ther the houses and the churches could himself  aganist  the indescribably

!l,l_‘ '_“ uobliterating  its back half  be considered as military  structures, shumeful things American soldiers and
“re s g two holes the size of the Major simply shrugged, “Oh, that’s airmen and marines are perpetrating
i the roofs of the front ball.  just what we calll them. Search and i Vietnam. Jonathan Schell s an

lh;"hf" ; Mive of the houses around  destroy”. American journalist, yet he dares to
o ) burst into ii"_um:_. : Search and t_iusaquy. clear mjd hul_d. defy the security embargo and write
onull il fine!™ said Major Burn nm_l :sl_ralc,l Kill and maim. l_,t-a- about |_!u-. terror of the “search and
he. ol . . ten to this it ol conversation, depict- d:::-‘lru). missions, \.Vhat about us? Our
u {5 (Ei you want lllu: tweaty ing how the great US. army, the (_.nw_unu:wnl continues  to .he‘ the
Richil ke ) asked the fll}_lh_l cort- bearers of the hur&!cn_ of L"wm{mlm.n Chairman of the ?fdcnlr_ul Natuons' Su-
y g (“Twenty mike-mike” Is  and democracy, heroically fighting it pervisory Team in Vietnam. Not a
the Iy sang oy ‘.fﬂ-mm-c;mnun oyt ‘with totalitarian - Commurism, \‘qu_..':alf of protest has been allowed ta
nwk:-,? dirg, which fires a hundred spot and kll_t the Vietcong: ' enut from our representative on [hll\
N shells per second.) “We killed four V.C. this morn- team: we sce no evil, hear no evil,
N Ve @it gight down that line ing, sir. We tumed around and saw speak mo evil For dear life
I;m;:‘. I'!iltiljg". Major Billings that these guys were following us. we Sstay .nc.ulrnl bctw‘:gn humanity
wicl It it right ‘duwn 4cross They saw that we had spotted them, and bestiality. One day in the future,
S | Wiches, und we'll see if you and we i}fe.d. and 1hc3{ took evasive the Americians will perhaps travel
it e a: b8 few  fires, { Strafing action. We  got a,ll four of them, through hetl, but fina!’ly emerge, on
e balk pOften set a house on fire, though. They didn’t have weapons, —paying the fu_llu.s'! price for all their
| Fadl @y bombs m_rc!y do.) ‘ but ‘they were wearing the short sins, .«?mhrc i the uflcr-g!nw of l_hc
av i W dnie of the F-4< made t{m first V.C-type black _pa_jama uniforms, catharsis; hul‘thcrc wx‘![ be no expia-
i oral i, the path of fire cut and they were definitely of military tion ol the guilt of India, allegedly the
ol i tieough the group of houses age. No question about that, sir. land of the Buddha.
p Wl the churches, sparkling for No'guestion about that, sir. All you

= o of 4 sccondd with hundreds  have 1o do is be a Vietnamese of the

ired illiant flashes. - _ right age and wear your pational
| . ooy, goody! That's right apparel, and you will be shot dead in

1 e linel”  exclaimed Major your own country by the invading
” - g “Why don't you just get murauders. This is the only way the
; imiclies by the other church, war ¢an be won for democracy. Jona-

. fodd, now?"” than Schell describes, more in sorrow

F: ROEEr", answered the flight than in anger, the toll in terms of
cond eher. I:!!Ur'dl fceh_ng this type of policy of
;lclds 1 e second strafing pass, the insensate killing has taken: the Ameri-
. ihell B path of shells cut across  can :[}Il\)!f-. are u_hscsscd by the ic_!cu
il g of houses on the other of unloading their bombs and opening
e ol the road, up their guns. So much so that, on a
foevin Gl fine 1™ Major Billings said. particular mission, thirty or forty

Cs . how  about  getting  that water buffaloes grazing in a rice field
plane’ i down the road a bit?* He became the all-absorbing target, and
he b ipelerming to a tile-roofed house  sulvo after salvo pound out explosive
he Qi good In a field about a hund-  shells. No doubt, at the end of the
he pa BBE L0 the west of one church,  day, when the points chalked up were
il of fire from  the thicd Dbeing countéd, thirty-odd buffaloes

réeul i iss—the final pass of the helped swell the eredit of the com-
w're fis [t directly across the house, manding pilot; each of them was a
e 1N Bl several large holes in its  suspected V.C. And so much the
asedl ! better for the point-count system ‘if
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HE guestion of revolutionary tac-

tics necessary for the seizure of
power must be subject 1o continuous
revaluation in the fuce of changing
historical and social conditions.  Re-
volutionary theory and its theorists
have ool always been free from the
tendency toward the ossification of
ideas that have had relevance far some
time and some place, but whose appli-
cation to new situations may be disas-
trous.  Our ceéntury has seen much re-
volutionary practice, yet the unalysis
to be learned [from this practice has
been spotty and far [rom systematic.
It is time 1o make an attempl at dis-
covering some general inferences from
revolutionary experience, [0 gel some
sense of the woy hat revolotionary
power is built and maintained.
The basic features of Marxist analy-
sis remain relevant for the modern
world, especially as witnessed by the
startling successes of the older and
newer socialist countnies  compared
with the stagnation, waste and militar-
ism of the “advanced” capitalist
regimes.  These basic [eatures involve
the conception of soclety in class erms,
the ingvitability of crisis in the capital-
ist world, and the essentially progres-
sive nature of the oppressed people as
the only instruments of their own lib-
eration. These theoretical constructs
are the stocksin-trade of the active
Murxist but they do not map out the
concrete tactics which hie faces in high-
ly diversified contexts, since for Marx-
ism, what is fgue in theory must be
true i practice, the werking revolu-
tionary s fuced with very pressing
politicdl problems of doing the right
thing at the right moment—to take
power when it 15 possible and when it
is mogt.salutary for the broad masses
of people.

In ftactical terms, much of mne-
teenth century working-class political
activity is controlled by the idea that
the evolution of capitalism will slowly
but inexorably lead to increasing pro-
letarianization  of society, increasing
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struggle between the owning class and
the oppressed class, and a growing
consciousness in the working masses
of their future role as masters of a
néw society. The culmination of this

process  would be the overthrow
by the workers of the capita-
list  system. Marxism  supported

the growth and strepgthening of bour-
geois systems on the assumption that
capitalism  serves: the "“progressive”
role of ushering i the class which
bears the seeds of its own destruction,
Working class strategy involved rrade
union organization, mass education in
Marxist principles, and support for
strikes  as mstruments of mmediate
economic demand and long-range poli-
tical education of the masses. There
is o strong tendency in mineteenth cen-
thry Miarxism of what Lenin was later
to brand as “spontaneity” in his own
times, The proletarian insurrection
to take power was considered inevi-
table, not immediately planned for,
and the result of a series of small
steps: leading to the promised Jand.
Any demand for immediale steps 1o
take power would be castigated v this
tume as anuchism or worse, The
Paris Commune, the only proletarian
accession to power in thé century, al-
though strongly supported by Marx,
came 48 @ sumprise ta almost everyvone,
Compared to the present century;
earlier Marxism in its tactical concepts
appears calm, serene and  milleanial.
There is even a highly bencvolent atti-
tude toward other working class part-
ies which were considered to ultimately
merge into the relentless tide of pro-
letarian, history, The major. tactical
goal of this era was to heighten the
awareness of the working class helped
along by the objective contradictions
in the capitalist system, The bourge-
visie itself is seen in less malgvolent
terms s a class which would fall like
an pverripe and rotten fruit from. the
tree of history.
LRcvolution;nry theory is caught on
the horns of a dilemuna both sides of
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which are both true and falsel
ing upon particular  circum
Practice demands  highly s
theory which can guide il thi
uncxpected vagaries of
This is mmplicit in Lenin ol
there is no revolution withou
tionary theory, On the oti
events always oulstrip theons
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of a luad demand for powes
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drums and significance with which
armed strupgle demands total com-
mitmeni. There is some seénse in
asking a revolutionary to define him-
gell by pulting his life on the line.
Diébray’s recent work appears to under-
stand' this when he rejects the bour-
pucigification of the ‘military ‘inactive
irhan communist parties. But 'in
overstressing the mobile guerilla band
which keeps clear of the people be-
cause contact with the guerillas will
bring repression upon the people (as
well as the potential  betrayal of the
guetillas) Debray demonstrates that
he has not fully understood the impor-
tince of commitment of the people
to what is; afier all, vheir fevolution.

One other issue  démonstrates the
centritlity: of 'armed struggle.  Since
pppression rests on violence, it-is only
through violence that the people can
be protected while the constructive
aspects of socialism can bear immediate
and fruitful resolts, The concrete bene-
lits- of agrarian expropriation, com-
munal  labour, in field hospitals,
munitions factories, and textile pro-
duction, and the attack on illiteracy in
the rebel army can ¢ome about only
béduuse an aimed force has afisen to
defend the people as it reconstructs
itsell. ' Debray underplays these (re-
mendous advantages by downgrading
the importance of base areas as a re-
volutionary strategy,  Military strategy
bears Truit, if, and only if, it brmngs
dboui theiembryo of a new social exis-
tence, (In this sense, one should not
overestimale the generalizability of
the Cuban experience where the mobile
band took power because imperialism
was cuught off guard and where social-
ist reconstruction hid to take place
affer the tuking of power. Indeéd
some of the problems intrinsic to the
present Cuban situation: may be rooted
in the somewhat special way in which
the revolutionary government came
to power). The revolutionary ex-
perience gamed by the nisses in at-
tacking the regime that exploits them
and 'in’ ransforming the world before
their own eyes miy be worth far more
than painstaking education through ab-
stract sociulist treatises and through
strikes that lead nowhere (except to
the buying off of the peaple).

The conclusions of this reappraisal
ol revolutionary history are important

for successful revolutionary practice
in our own times. The first conclu-
sioh is one not commonly stated, pes-
haps because it is so obvious. The
long-range viability of revolutionary
values, that is the success of the post-
insurrectionary phase of the revelus
tion, is dependent on the way the re-
volution came 1o power I the first
place. The present revisionism of
the Saviet [nion, although probably
nol explicable in these terms alone,
is rooted in the tactics und organiza-
tion of the orginsl Bolshevik party of
1917. The reliance upon a profes-
sionil body of revolutionaries as the
vanguard of proletarian power is the
single great Leninist ‘contribufion to
the contemporary storéhiouse ol revo-
lutionary principles. In other respects,
too strict adherence to Leninist ex-
perience has major pitfalls for the
post-insurrectionary stage of develop-
ment.  Moreover, the separation of
the Bolshevik party from the masses,
ity growing commandism and privilege-
seeking, is conneoted o the fact that
power lell into ‘the hands of a people
not crystallized and galvanized by the
chastening and self-sacrificing experi-
ence of long-térm revolutionary war,
Strangely énough, the long Civil War
alter the taking of power intensified
this malintegration between the party
and the people by strengthening rather
then weakening the imitial shortcomi-
ngs of party organization. An adequate
analysis of the reasons [or the polit-
cal weariness of the Soviet people after
the Civil War has ver to be done, but
the explunation in terms of the orga-
nization und tactics of the Bolshevik
party wounld certainly be a relevant
plice to start.

Revolutoinary  agitation  without
diréet military involvement of the
people undercuts the tréemendons edu-
cational benefits of armed struggle and
subjects the masses to the deteriorat-
mg effects of practices  which lead to
parliamentarianism  and bourgeoisifi-
cation, |The whole history of the
Europedn labour movement bears ade-
quate testimony to this danger, These-
fore all those tactical positions which
demand the slow troining of the musses
for their future revolutionary tasks
whether on the grounds that “this is
what Marx or Lenin did™ or that “the
proletarian party must Support the
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bourgeois democratic revalution before
even conceiving of an armed uprsing”
are based on outmoded concepts
which become counter-revolutionary
i consequence i not in intent.

Vanguard ?

Is it undue pessimism or is it clear-
sighted realism o say that, at the
present time, the bulk of the organized
working class i advanced capitalist
countries is:more than minimally inte-
grated Into bourgeois national culture,
and as such; has become a class of
litthe or no revolutionary potential ?
The progressive forces in the United
States, those moest actively  rejecting
American imperialism  and accepting
revalutiopary. solutions to the world's
problems, include some  students,
some  intelleciuals, and a quite signi-
vant body of Negroes, The blacks
ure the major ingurreetionary force in
American society and yet their objec-
tive class status 8 much closer (p being
unorganized, disemployved lumpen pro-
letariat than organized, trade-union
warkers.  This is not to write off the
working cluss as a force which will
most easily accept the new demands of
a socialisé society, but it does question
whether it 1s now, or in the pear future
will be, the vanguard of the revolu-
tionary: steuggle,

IT this picture of the working class
in developed countries is a true one,
then much that has been standard 1o
revolutionary theory must be seen as
instrumentsl  in  bringing about this
stute of affairs.  Although the forces
which, facilitated the greater exploita-
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tion of the under-developed world and
the feeding of the crumbs of capitalist
profit-making to the working class are
also extremely significant in explain-
ing this, the [ailure of revolutionary
tactics must be seen to play s part,
It is curious that we did not learn our
basic lessons from the total collapse
of the most organized, politically con-
scious working class movement in
modern  history—the debucle of the
German working class in the 1930%
(the recent Indonesian experience is
another dramatic example). Long-
range education of an abstract nature,
painstaking organizing for bread and
butler unionism, and engagement in
parliamentary politics can no longer
be seen as productive tactics excepl
in very special and very clearly defin-
ed circumstances. Exactly what should
be done in the working class of deve-
loped gountries at the present time
is not easy Lo answer, but what should
not be done appears clearly. home
out of the major ¢vents of our century.

The present formulation assumes
that the locus of revolutionary action
has shifted to the “Third World™.
Although the general theoretical ex-
planation of this shift is only now
beginning to: be made, we already have
a great deal of successful revolutionary
experiénce to justify this thesis. Both
the quality of mass misery and the
repression that sustains it in the under-
developed world have brought about
conditions  wherein armed  strug-
gle has been not only possible, but
eminently successful. The struggle
between bourgeois and proletariat has
intensified just as predicted by the
original Marxist exposition, but this
struggle must now be seen in global
rather than national terms, National
liberation wars have become more
successful, have become more hopeful
for the futore, the more they have
defined themselves in these terms. 1In
any ultimate sense. a revolutionary
should fearlessly accept power when-
gver the opportunity presents itself
¢ven if that opportunity is not in ac-
cord with the theory of the moment.
It appears, however, that these oppor-
tunities are increasingly being present-
ed in a new context demanding tactics
different from the earlier revolutionary
tradition,
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nate docament presented at the special
plenum called before: the Burdwan
meeting. It was natural for Mr Nagi
Reddy and his followers to have felt
justified in their line of thinking when
the overwhelming majority of Andhra
comrades voted for it: However, he
was in a hopeless minority when he
placed it at the all-Indix level.

Believers of the alternate line have
certain differences with him. They ag-
ree with him on practically all aspects
but doubt whether his ling should be
pushed through right down to the
cadres, cutting across the party's dis-
ciplinary barriers, inviting justifiable
anger of the Stute CPM  leadership,
followed by warnings and, wltimafely,
expulsions, His foends ask: If he
exhibits so. much impaticnce, what is
the guarantee that his followers would
not turn equally impatient? Would not
Mr Nagi Reddy himself take at least a
year to gather forces and give his ling
an organisational shape? By his ac-
ticns he has only justified the action of
the CPM leaders in: being equally
impatient and rushing to the extreme
by expelling a stalwart like Nagi
Reddy.

Though there were ideological and
political questions on which both Mr
Reddy and the leadership differed
widely, the parting of ways came at
the orgunisationa) level, \giving rise to
a fecling that perhaps this could have
been avoided had some restraint been
cxhihifed.}

Mr Nagi Reddy's proposals deserve
some altention in this context. Ideolo-
gical and political’ problems al a
policy Jevel can be finally decided
only at a Party Congress: Therefore,
allow a full-throated discussion on
both the lines before a decision is
taken at the Party Congress. In the
meantime, withdraw the open party
letter sent to cadres against himself
and his followers, as also the discr-
plinary action,

But the CPM leadership which met
in Calcutta recently seems to be more
interested in cleansing the party rather
than revitalising it with a militant line
of thinking and action—the same
thing which promoted them to break
with the CPI.

The Press

Ditched By Moscow ?
COMMENTATOR

LL scoops are not what Evelyn

Wangh would have his readers
believe ; nor are they always, as has
become the practice in' India, delibe-
rate leaks by Authority to o band of
select. correspundents when such dis-
closures suit the Government. Even
in this age when news is what official
hand-outs say, an alert coprespondent
may “occasionally carry off a scoop
sufficiently important Ly tum Ins rivals
green and flutter New Delhi's dove-
cots. It is doubtful if the Govenment
of India wanted the news of the Soviel
Union's decision to supply arms to
Pakistan to be broken on the eve of
President Zakir Husain's trip to Mos-
cow. Though not much of a believer
in quiet diplomacy. the Govermment
would have liked to await the resull
of the Presulenl’s remonstration with
the Soviet leaders, suitubly backed by
sulky protest notes on diplomatic
level. But the plan has been upset by
the Dethi correspondent of Hindusthan
Standard, who not ooly teported (he
Soviet-Pakistan arms deal but also the
jittery reaction of the Government of
India. Working ‘on an obvious clue.
he scored over the rest of New Delhi's
reporting  fraternity who must  hive
dismassed the Prime Minister’s sndden
decision 1o ¢urtail her programme al
Chandrapura as too trivial to bothes
over on a Sunday afternoon. They
ignored the clue and missed 1he hectic
activity in the capital of the two days
that preceded the President’s depar-
ture for Moscow, The disclosure was
followed by the familiar exerdise
among reporters of  dogebiting-dog
some sald it was prémature Lo ring
the alarm belly some clsimed the story
had no foundation, while some others
reported that the Sovier Union had
agreed o supply only defensive wea-
pons o Pakistan, But the ripples the
disclosure raised immediately in the
placid politics of New Dethi in the
silly: seagon, should have set at rest
all doubts ahout its suthenticity, After
some initial ‘hesitation  the Prime
Minister has confirmed the news, but
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the Government has oot yet fully
joined the petulant chorus, possibly
because the President is still in the
Soviet Union. It will surely not lag
behind once the Presidert is back,
forgetting that its foreign policy has
been so shom of manoeuvribility in
the last few years that it can no longer
hope to enjoy @4 menopoly af Soviet
bounties and must learn 1o co-exist
with Pakistan in the Soviet hearv

The leader-writers: have not, how-
ever, given their correspondents  the
benefit of the doubt and have proceed-
ed to lay down what India should do
in ‘the face of Soviet “ditching”. Of
course, very few have suggested the
obyious that India should so fashion
its policy that its dependence on fore-
ign arms for security decreases. The
Times of India regards the reported
deal as a sign of change in the Soviet
policy the rationale of ‘which the
Russians have so fap avoided spelling
out, The puper says that in the past
the Russians have fobbed off Indian
inquiries with the vague assurance that
they are not seeking Pakistan’s friend-
ship at the cost of their relations with
this ecountry. Thesé gencralities will
no longer suffice. The Soviet leaders
will have to be far more candid if
they wish to restore the old confidence
between Moscow, and New Delhi. 1t
is idle to pretend that this confidence
is in nodanger of being undermined.
In the Indian view Pakistan has been
China’s accomplice 1 undermiming the
stability of the region.  In agreeing to
provide arms lo Rawalpindi Moscow
his dpparently chosen to ignore. this
reality as well s the fact that Pakistan
has no ground to fear Imglid, This
i5. & grave error of judgment. The
waorst of 1L is thit so far as is known
the Soviet leaders have done all this
without even making sure that Pakistan
is prepared to normmlise its relations
with Indin. They know that Pakistan
hag peither given up its aim of chang-
ing the status of Kashmir, by force if
necessary, nor abandoned its policy of
seeking the dismemberment of the
tribal belt in north-eastern India in
agtive collusion ‘with China. In the
absence of any firm commitment by
the Ayub regime to respect the status
qui; a policy of enforcing an arms
balance in the sub-continent can only
endanger iis stability.

o
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In the opinion of The Hindusian
Times, India cannot but take a grave
view of this development.. Pakistan

‘acknowledges no ather enemy except

India: any accretion to its military
strength,  therefore, is «designed only
for use against India. The Soviet
move 5 also disappointing because it
goes counter to the assumption that
Moscow's arms supply policy t6 South
Asia was based on the assessment that
Indin’s size and diverse security prof-
lems merited a limited inerease in its
military capability, but the same did
not hold good for Pakistan. It con-
trasts’ with the receptivity several
Western dountries have shown to New
Delhi’s representations agdiiist arms
supplies to Pakistun.  For Moscow (o
supply both countries in the present
circumstances Is to encourage an arms
race between them and lead to g fur-
ther diversion of resources away from
economie development.  The lesson to
be learnt from this development is
realise that relations with other coun-
tries are built:on mutual interest ; and
not on recognition of the intrinsic me-
rite of one country’s policies by ano-
ther. Unfortunately, official spokes-
men have given the impression that
there is something special about Indo-
Soviet relations and have angrily re-
jected  suggestions  that  Moscow's
attitude to the subscontinent is liable
to change, In the mmmediate futore,
India has no altemative but 1o counter
and keep ahead of Pakistan’s efforis to
increase its military  strength,  But
this situation cannot be accepted as
permanenit, - Neither  country  can
afford a continuing increase in military
expenditure.  And, as events have
shown, neither cah depend on poworful
friends to sustain them unconditionally.
The fact is that continuing hostility
and suspicion haye made them absurd-
ly vulnerable to the geo-political de-
signs of bigger powers and the inde-
pendence of both will be endangered
uniess long-range policy is aimed at
evolving some way of living together
amicably.

“Let Down”

The Statesman thinks India has been
“let down by Moscow™, The direet
Russian contribution to the Pakistan
military machine, in addition to the
arms Pakistan gets fromy the USA,
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would have fréedom (o wequire arms
from whatever source we think i§ best
only il we had currency eénough o pay
far them of had sSpecial arrangements
with Western  sources, This  waould
call for gearing ouwr loreign trade to
carning the reseurces o meet all our
defence needs or for lorging new ties
with the West,

Refusing (o be disenchanted with
the Soviet Linion, Patrior  secks the
reasons. for  the “hysterical pose”
affected by a section of the Press in
the determination of the reactionary
trend in our politics to exploit any
development. in intérnal affairs. or in
the ficld of foreign policy, so as to
harm the cause of democracy and
socialism. This reactiopary Irend is
a seerel united front made up of mono-
polists and feudal vested ‘interests, the
section of the Press that rirelessly
totes  their ambitions and woes as
national issves, groups in the bureau-
criacy who are no more than bondsmen
of foreign and Indian  monopoly-
capitalists and finally, individuals in
the Congress party and the Govern-

ment. The present howls of those
who did not even whisper when Wiish-
ington replaced all Pakistani military
hardware damaged during the clash
with us, are more than proef that the
attitude 15 nothing morg than a mis-
chicvous effort 1o embarrass and, if
possitsle, threaten the Prime Minister
and other members of her Govern-
ment who s=how signs of determing-
tion to pursue the radical path in eco-
nomic affairs. The reaclionaries
whether in the Congress or outside
know wvery well that with its well-
known commitment lo help in main-
taining peace in Asig, Soviel arms of
decisive  sigmificance will never be
given to a still doubful guantity like
Pakistan. If, in spite of such know-
ledge, the American lobby and its ad-
herents in the Congress and the “kept™
Press dare initiate: such propaganda,
it i1s only because the socialists and
radical demoerats in the Congress do
oot assert themselves and take the
offensive in the matter of explaining
eonomic and foreign polities designed
ta achieve the objective of self-reliance.
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Utpal Dutt’s Latest-

SUMANIA BANERJEE

in Negroes has provoked
sty and Letust inlet-
Wl Ingdlg and elsewhore o
lovement as “adventurist”

¢ lo an atmosphere of
iy propagandi, Mr K_.rpnl
__- production.  Martusher
Bl timely.  The tragic para-
fun-viclent  strupgle
pual  Bluck- people 1or
I bnd within the frame-

fore he audience, Mr Saniaresh

Buncrjee appears in the roke of the
qudge, Calishan, who however could
fave been portrayed as a more dispas-
sionale character, Satya Bagerjec inthe
role of the laswyer 1or the prosecution,
lom Night, is superdb, The set by
Mr Nirmal Guba Ray conjures up the
atmosphere of the period and the
country and the team work ig-excellenl,

.

o caistiiution defliberately  Particularly memoraple is the use of
I deprive  them of those  Negro spirituals and folk songs dunng

the niervals which hejp to sustain the
mood throughout the play. Although
theze ‘is little scope for créating mugic
by lighting on the stage (s i " Angas”
or “Kallol”) Tapas Sen makes his
presence felt by the subtie taughes, m
keeping with the mood of the play.

it cecently by the assas-
O Miriin Luther King—
Barne In mind before one
Dsmdemn the Negroes for

Auhikarey, now being
Bl Mingerva Threatre, s &

0 the worshippers of Buwring  the  prclude  and  the

of the tragedy of a dimcie; the  play s refreshingly

e strupele inoa society Lo from the cruwde propaganda

Banl Is sunctioned Dy law  ohe 8 apt W0 associale with
: I

Little Theatre Group productions.
15 marked by # remarkable sense of
esteainl and highlighted by c¢loquent
suggestions, One will always remem-
ber, for instance, that bitter and laco-
nic comment of the accused youth
Haywood (acted by Miinal Ghosh)
“But | shall never forgive,” &b the
end of the ‘second act, when the
liberal Libovits advises his wile to [o-
give: the [anatic white population of
Alibama who baye attacked her. Or
the [ast words of Haywood when he
is. taken away by the guagds: “They
made a misiake, My accusers will
die before | die. When my people
will take up arms and put them to
death, | shall come back to life.™
The entire. burden of the play indi-
cates the fotility of the liberals” strug-
gla for justice in a mce-ridden society.
Trials in such a society are always re-
duced w @ farce. Al the end of the
courl-room, scene the audience is el
with the spme sonse of fustiation and
despair shared by, the Negro youth.
After this it Is not too difhcult for one
to understand why the younger black
people of ‘modemn  Ameriea are seek-

by mass  prejudice.
epittare from the usual
pelitions and adaptations.
BRI prece, wrillen by Mr
il based on the court
el g cuse o Alubums
s wpo; when u Negro
Bats on o trumiped wp charge
Wb A white girl and sent to
fid clialr.
Bl it of the play takes
e etlrt o and its dednia-
IS ure strong ¢nough to
e best spedimens of
g, s Dutt himself
genle ] the main ¢haracter,
S e Iwrver delending: the
oo, Havwood, It s an
Buauching fim cross-examin-
ges und’ tearing to shreds
Qibon cixe, passmonately ap-
filio puricess ta the conscience
B0 free the black people.
fpeforniincs ks meniorable
0 wide gamut of historic
_ smittionl  pestures,
iy, wmang the wttors and
e panticulucly those who
Blie soles of winesses [or

*

obvious message of the
scenc—that the prelude and the finale

py more militant ways to win their

rights,

It is precisely for this reason—the
court-roon

! strike @ jarring note and  seem
Bl oy ‘Black Power’ by the  the prosecution. A remarkable pano- — oqundant.  The play opens  with
- ramg Ol characters unrolls itself be- a seene in @ part of modemn

Detroit where advocates of Black Pow-
er have created 4 “free  tersitory™
and are tiving 8 white American: sol-
dier for his erimes in Viemam. There
is a long lecture on the need for armed
retalintion against  while supremacy.
In justification, the advocate for vio-
lence tells his followers the story of
the Alabama trinl and with the flash-
back the actual play begins.

In the finale, we are brought back
again  to the scene 0of the prelude.
There is again another lecture on the
solidarity of the oppressed all over the
world and the need for weapons—
rifles, or even any missile—to  fight
back,

Dne wonders whether Mr Duty had
to add the prelude and the finale—
they were not in the first version of the
play when it was published in a Ben-
gali theatre magazine some momnths
ggo—to play to the gullery. Both
the seenes are so out of tune with the
main play that it seemy that Mr Dutt
wanted to provide some sop o the re-
volutionary 4logan-mongering  senti-
ments ol a section of the audience.

It is possible to understand to some

extent fis difficulties, Fanatics do not
understand subtleties, The previous
productions of the Little: Theatre
Group, for all their technical brilliance,
failed artistically, primarily because of
their direct appeal through slogans
and crude contents. o the fanuaticism
of the fashionable ultru-revolutionaries
of Calculla,

Volte Face

\!' Against the background of this ultep-
revolutionary pose which Mc Dutt had
fo strike again and sgain to satisfy
Fis admirers, his volte face—his deal
With~ the 20th Century Fox and the
abject surrender o the Government
by signing a4 bond to get oul ol jail
—damaged his image), In his present
production he is possibly fighting be-
tween: (he desire to rehabilitate his
revolutionary image and satisfy the
artisfic needs of dramaturgy,
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Film Fiasco
I'. Kumagr

'l"l'll- strike ol the  cinema-house

workers petered oul after a hun-
deed glorous days of reselute fght.
'he much-hoped-for unity in the ranks
ol workers on the one hand and toil-
ers inother wings of the trade on the
ather could never be effectively forg-
ed.  Instoad there was complete disar-
tay. The strike ended without any
central agreement. The houseowners
in many cases forced employees 1o
sign bhonds; to their disadvantage.

True, the Government did not agree
to the 10-paise increase per ticket 'as
denvanded by the exhibitors. But its
role was one of callous passivity. Not
only did it allow itsell o be deprived
of mure than Rs, | crore in amusenient
tax revenue for the exhibitors' intransi-
gence,; iits utter ignorance of what goes
an in the industry and its complete
collapse in the face of blackmail were
stagpering,

The progressive forces have not a
betler retord: cithér to their crediL
The trade unions, and the United
Frent entered the scene al the fag
el somewhat hallheartedly and even
thay, after considerable prodding. Ap-
parently, their sevolutionary Fervour
found a more: nawral  outlet in the
saramble for Assembly seats and the
striking workers:  could well be left
in the lurch.

Now that the houses have started
opening the scene is) gettting  curioser
and  curieser.  The much-vaunted
Sungrakshan Samity, the self-appoint-
ed coterie, found itself forsiaken by
the exhibitors. The Samitys game is
by now clear, When the strike was
on, It refused (o have any truck with
the workers, 11 blacklisted some
actors, maligned the technicians and
directors known for their progressive
views: to please the powertul exhibi-
tors. In fact the coterie's intention
was. to settle with the exhibitors, The
strike did give them a lever: | Already
the three-in-one aniong them. the pro-
ducers, distributors and exhibitors all
atonee, have deserted them now that
no strike threat s lurking,  The exhi-
bitors reluse 1o recognise the Samity
lor simple reasens, The EIMPA is
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still there, representing all the three
wings:  But the warring Fiction of
producers and  distribotors does not
leave the organisation. The exhibi-
tors are taking advantage of the situa-
tion. Meanwhile, the Samity, reels off
statistics in  newspaper columns 1o
prove their claim. The newspapers
lost advertisement revenue during the
strike s the claims and counter-claims
some how make up for a part of their
lost ‘money.

The Samitywallahs have now raken
to the street—a farce in which some
actors lave been cast. The lilmeoers,
rather’ than poing inside the halls at
a price, have the pleasure of secing
the faded heroes in: their navel roles.
Some even pelted one or two guestions,
uncomiortable ones. The heroes had
to beat a hasty retreat,

The exhibitors now propose to dole
out charity. The same people who
refused to grant & paisa more (o 1heir
workers suddenly “feel cilled upon™
to contribute “voluntarily” from mext
month 0% of LN.R. collections (o
the State Government to enable the
technicians and studio workers 1o make
documentaries.. They have become
guality conseious 1o, for they blame
the producers for the bad run of pie-
tures which they have 1o show “peg-
force”™. The exhibitors further con-
template having their own cooperative
to make films. The Samitywallas are
now getting it in the neck.

The picture is pretty confusing.
Much valuable time hiis been wasted
which could have been effectively uti-
lised if the call of unity of the workers
was listened to and acted upon. The
Government’s inaction has  created
more problems, The industry's ail-
ments are nol only institutional, (he
unlimited greed and sordid goings-on
seem [0 defy any corrective measure.
The self-seckers find » convepient
berth in films because of their money.
If the gamble fails to pay off, they
jettison them to find other alternntives.

The strike and its afterniath point
to one direction—thé segulation of
the industey, The Governmient’s in-
tentions are not clear, Some reporty
and’ recommendations, of ‘course, are
trotted out. Tt is Hme a new consoli-
dation took place among the workeys,
actors, teéchnicians snd the elements
with -a healthy awareness,

Leu et
Un Marx

Frontier should be congrabiy
publishing the essay ‘O Mg
rarely  come 80106 sulhl
thought oul and at the
amply, documented  piese off
dealing with contemporary 48
the socinlist movement,

Basig policy statements by 4
munist party always requirs 48
sis. of the international sl a1l
far all these analvses, in (hisie
at least, have usually  been
and derivative, In the names
guarding fratermal  relationg
Communist patties all over th
many essentil  and uigeaill
have been either ignored or i
Particularly after  the Sccoml
War the entire socialist moven
undergone almost & qualitalives
Thus, true Marxists  are (18
task. of clearing the An
bles. The present COME
mands a4 creative  assimilig
Marxian dhalectic.  Glimpses §
assimilation abound in the 0@
Marg’, But_this dialectical
would have been adequate if o
sis_ of  the Tadian  situntion
inC{1¥‘pt\I‘illl}-\.LiIl_ 1%
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