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HORSE-PLAY

url-iL country was expecting the Prime Minister to give a call for 2

crude revolution on the lines of the green vevolution : instead she
went to her office in a horse-drawn cart. Which shows thap she can
heat professionals in every Geld—-even the Air-lndia admen wr the
cartoonists of India. But it also shows that she has grown fired of
intellectual clownism and for a change in trying physical, which may
not be good at her age. Her petrol policy had a good possibility, raising
price to bar its consumpticn, Who says that she is by the rich, for the
rich and vich herself? Petnoll affects only the rich and therefore a
price-rise in petrol is of no  consequence to the millions below the
poverty line. PBut she made a mistake ; any rise in lranspory costs 15
bound to be reflected in food prices and the merchants of India will
see to it that the prices of things which have no relation (o petrol
whatsoever go up in no Gime. They have gone so already, on a scale
that camnot be caflculated by any mathematics,. Whiere did it go
wrong? Js it possible thag the PM does not know that she has no
control over the racketeers of India? The history ol the pasp 26 years
should have told her thar after the unique generation of black money
in India. A generous interpretation of the whole thing is that, even il
she ‘is mot herself z part of the racketeers (Samjay Gandhi’'s Maruwti
project notwithstanding) , she relies much too much on public stunts.
A simpler way fo curb petrol consurmption could have been to ration it
without a pricerise. Not that rationing would have made the merchants
shy of resolving the difficulty by a price hike of every other commodity
_but, it would have made a lesser scandal.

‘The PM's propensity for psychological stunts cross the limig when
she was led to increase the price of kerosene on the plea that it was
much too cheap and a prohibitive increase was necessary (0 check 1ts
use for adulterating diesel. Countless villages would be much darker
now. Let us hope that she would not order cessasion of paddy or wheat
production altogether because racketeers are hoarding paddy or wheat.

Maybe we are hoping too wuch. The nationwide furore over the
preposterous rise in prices will subside after a while. A country can-
not live by strikes alone. There was a Delhi strike, there will bhe a
Caleutta strike, a Bombav strike, » Bangalore strike and then fleaders




will get down o the serfous bustness
of personal politics, People will also
leatn o live with dearer and dearer
prices—what else can they do? Some
honest brokers will expect thap peo-
ple oppressed  with inflation  will
spontaneously explode into revolu-
lutior. Meanwhile administra¥ion-
wallahs will find many explanations
why this thing and that could not
be done because of this and that.
For example, the police can jolly
well say thap they could not  help
the procuremeny drive because they
had no transport to keep the vigl,
alter the order of restriction on the
use of fuel. Bur thag would not de-
bar them from helping the jotedars
in reaping the corns; an extra ex-
pense in petrol would be amply re-
wouped by the obliging jotedars.

“The Worst Is Over’

()'Ir!imi"m marks the' utterances ol
the Prime Minister. Notwikhstand-
ing the current dismal going of the
economy, Mrs Gandhi expressed the
view that the growth rate of the éco-
nomy, which is [lagging at the mo<
ment, would soon pick up, since the
“worst is over”, She held out the
hope that ‘with the prospect of a
beiter crop 1lus vear, the country
would soon make a better showing,
resulting in the developmeny tempo
again picking up to make up for the
lost ground.

The Prime Minister would like o
live in a dreamland undisturbed.
Does she know the simple fact that
despite lasy year’s encouraging crop
production milliens of - people m
rinal aréas remained hall-starved be-
cause of hoavding and corrupy pro-
curement policy which failed to col-
lect even 50 per cent ol the targeted
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tonnes this year' out of which 3.5
lakh tonnes will be procured through
rice. mills under the supervision of
governmeny officials and volunteers
of the Youth Congress, The Youth
Congress, In response to an appeal
of the Chief Minister, Mr Sddhartha
Sankar Ray, and the Food Min:ster,
Mr Prafully Kanti Ghose, is mobi-
lising iits 50,000 workers in village
areas to help the Government's pro-
curement drive. We all know who
own rice mills in village areas and
what kind of relationship they have
with the ruling party. They are the
least worried over the decision to
post government officials and volun-
teers of the procurement com-
mittees, mostly local Youth Congress
members, in the mills to supervise
their activities during the procure-
ment operation, They know how to
come w0 an easy understanding with
these greedy elements. While: selec-
tion of Youth Congress volunieers 1s
being carvefulyl done under the direct
supervision of the State Food Minis-
ter, posting of governmeny officials
in mills after thoronugh scipenimg
has just started. “As on previous oc-
casions, under these circomstances
the procurement operation will keep
avenués open for the landlords and
rich peasants to escape untouched
With the police. YO volunteers, mill
and povernment agents preparing to
carry on the operation the victims
would be none but small holders and
poor peasants. This has been the
pasy experience and chere is no rea-
son to believe that iy 15 going 10
change.

Last years’s procurement in  West
Bengal was a disastrous failure ; and
the curreny operation is abouy to re-
peat that woeful performange. The
entire public distribution  systeq,
which has hitherto fed, however in-

the

being set up. When Mpl
says the worst is over, shel
means that the besy 35 soul
her supporters,
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adequately,, millions of  poor
people, is likely o break down. The
various agencies to help the procure
ment ‘drive’ are meant lo eart 1mo-
ney for them. No fresh employ-
ment prospects are there.  So help
the uuemployed earn some money in
dubious ways. To have a finger in
the pie, rival youth organisations are

¥ million tonnes? Does she know
that this time too those who sabo-
taged her much publicised procure:
mivny pelicy and Stae wikeover of
wholesale trade in foodgrains are
again  working. overtime and are
backed by her policy makers? In
West Bengal the rice procurement
fixed at 500,000
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e ol the min  steel plants.
e e '&'I.l;IIJI‘H.';d to bhe
EYely for new and smaller en-
e But what is happen-
pellect?  All these plants are

reserved

dianeed by biz houses, though

pdirectly. In fuct, smaller in-

i !I:m'llf.' dave o it their mao-

BN investmeny so ricky as this.
Ihe bipeer  sharks who - have
il contributed  to  election
e tukinio up the offer, hoping
i nqm'h: a few crores in the next
pr thirpe vears till & sarap faimine
e rawmmaterind crigis, Tvoas
ol quod pro quo for big busi-
B by the Government, And
B thing is going to be re-
Rl the delicensing of jnvest
B 10 Bs. 1 core.  Tp amounts
B fpen mvitition o the large
8t to expand through ‘hetiammi
il elhow ou the few yernair
[ puine small  entrepreneurs.
BRtather strange 1ype of socialism.

Year Of Russia ?

wpondent wriles :
B Eurppeans may try to forget

-

Wy they were weated by fhe
Mlovernment just before the
iy came mio force in West
Bt dbubis abonr the Ameri-
gerlordihip will not disappear
P Betides, ghe encrgy situation,
BBy of the measures announced
ailitich Arab States. is beginn-
ok pretey serions. So the Weat
iy POWES, including Bonn,
fie gang up behind the USA
B Biel, The Americans may
e troop withdrawals, both
Wiliition and as a measure fo
S leclining dollar.  Strains in
Bilie Atlantic alliance, are anti-
This bas been 3 major Rus.
Hye,

pile agent in Bangladesh
BALANTIKA BAIGHAR

abazar

The spectre of a ¢rucial oil chort-
age is also hanntng Japan. Unless
there is a quick setdemeng in West
Asia, Japan will begin 10 fuce 2
crisis, dependzm as she is for nearby
eighty per cent of her energy on
the Middle Fast. She may be foreed
to look to Siberia for her future,
forpetting the islands still occupied
by the Russians. The Chinese dis-
like this prospect, as the talked-about
pipe line will, for a. considerable
strefch, run along her frontiers,
where the Russian strike force looms
deal over Siberia with
Japan will be a big diplomatic and
military victory for the Kremlin,

True, there is growing suspicion
in West Asia aboup Big Power ma-

3up the Arab States de-
Russian arms and spare
parts and have to go along with the
Kremlin  in jthe near future. All
roads Tast week . seemed to lead
1o Damascus, where the Russian De-
puty Foreign Minister, Mr Kaznet-
had stationed himsell. What
the arrivals and departures of Arab

large. A

chinations,
i;l'I‘u| on

SOV,

heads of State mean i5 not yet known,

The speculation 15 that, unless the
Israelis withdraw o the first cease-fire
line of Qctober 22 on the west bank,
which tliey violated, encouraged by
instant deliveries of ultra-modern
U.S. weapons. the Arabs wili fight
acayn, The Egyptian Third Army
cannot’ be allowed to remain as
hostages, Whatever the course Of
events, they will for some time (o
come, help Russian diplomacy. There
is nothineg like fghting by proxy.
The USA continues to have greal
potential for mischief with a man
like Nixon as President, e has
covered himself with mud but thinks
he can tough it out. Maybe some
Americans still think thay he should
not quit in view of the Middle East
crisis, Put can a man who is now
an object of ridicule tackle the situa-
He mdy resort to dangerous
ventures just to prove thag he Is in-

ton ¢

dispensable. The myth about his
indispensability is, however, not con-
fined o some of his fellow coundry-

men: alone,

June 25.

Politics Of Domination
—A New Style*

SHERTAR GHOSH

*HE Nixon-Brezhnev summit which

concluded in Washington on
1973, preceded by a aood
seven days’ tulks in a remarkably
cordial atmosphere, is a qurning point
in post-Second World Wa politices,

The two military giants, ' who
have divided the post-1945 world
more or less mto two halyes, facing
each other on this or thau 1ssue with
Lhe enmity, ure try-
ing (o compaose their long-standing
differences and are, for all }\1':1{‘.Iic:|?
purposes, beginning ro give new in-
terpretations Lo thelr respetive  na-
tional 1nrerests.
ration of the
look on murtual relations. Tass wrote:

uneasy air of

On this new orien-
Russo-Americin out-
“It wonld have secemed fantastic nol
so long ago o predict that the Ame-
rican Chase Manhaitan Bank wounld
open in Moscow, that CATS
would be displayed at an American
exhibition, that a Russian luxury-
liner wonld sail for New York, and
American cosmonauts would  study
Russian.” Really it  would have.
But now, in addition to the SALT
and Mutual Balanced Force Reduc
tton  (MBFR) negotiations, the
Russians and the are
engaged in a hosy ol |.|rmn?ccdcmul
JOIL veniures,

SOviet

Americans

Thus, the two veri-
table enemies of the post-war period
have opened up new visias of mu-
tual cooperation on matiers hitherto
iIII[le'(I('Cl_l[‘llh_'tl.

But the big question is:
hobnobbing after indulging i mu-
tual rivalry for a quarter of a cen-
tuFy ? I'he présent

why such

approach by

* This article written- In
the third week ol August. For some
reasons timely puBlication was not
possible. In its present form, wir-
tually no  allempt,  except @
scant mention of the recent flareup
in the Middle East, has been made
to bring it up to date.—Author.

was




America and TRussia has  been
prompted by a number ol develop:
ments, which, both the powers are
convinced, necessitate 2 complete
reversal of cold-war diplomacy. The
prolonged American exercise in futi-
lity in Indochina has left an 1mpact
on rhe White House as well as on
the Pentagon, under the spell of which
the Americans have become aware
of their inability to score oatright
military victory while the Vietnamese
people get continuous material and
moral support lfrom Russia and
China. Politically, Indochina taught
Nixon two lessons : that B-52s would
not do what he wanted mili‘arily,
and the American people could no
more be duped on the fssue.

The impact of the Vielnam war on
the American economy was stagger-
ing. {That was another lesson, The
Pentagon has put the cost from 1965
to the end of June 1972 at 2102059
million. This diversion of resources
led to an adverse balance ol pay-
ments in foreign trade, inflationary
conditions in the American economy
marked by growing ungmployment,
high prices and finally, devaluation
of the dull;lr.) Moreover; icompeti-
tion with Japan in foreign trade
;11)}:&;4!‘{’(] for America as a battle ol
attrition. Further, Britain’s entry
into the ECM ‘last January meant,
for the sponsors of the Marshall
Plan. yet another specire on the
front of international business andl
finance. There have already 'heen
successive  crises confronting the
dollar. Thus, American capitalism,
alveady beleagured from different
quarters. and apprehensive of more
selbacks. Tequired something to
heal jts sores and
provided only by a diplomacy of
detente. Thus  Chase Manha'tan
could open ‘s bramch in Mosaow
and American corporations rush to
Russia. for dipging gas and oil deep
in Siberia.

In Western Europe Willy Brandt’s
preoccu pation with Ospolitik and
the strengthening of West Ger-
many's economic ties with the Soviet
Union were another indicator for
Nixon, This will continue to have

'[]lih could bhe

4
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an adverse effect an the consolidation
of the ‘Communily Countries’. But
Ostpolitik was a definite factor in
Kissinger’s assessmeny of Furopean
political ~reality, especially when
French assertion of independence 15
as staunch as it was. On the home
frant e showdown between the
Presidency and Congress, particularly
after "Watergate', has resulted in
1 weakening of the executive under
the .impact of which {it is being
forced 1o scale down not only in
Indochina but also in Europe in the
form of American troop reductions
in NATO, The dilemma ol the
situation is that if Wesy Ewrope does
not exist as a strong entity, there is
no substitute for American’ powey 10
counteract the Soviet Union. And
Sovict sLt]xr.iﬂrii.y in conyentional
weapons in Europe is already in
sight. At fhe same time, the U.S.
defensive shield has become an ufl-
wieldy financial burden. Despite
repeated  Aherican demands, the
West Eur:ape;m-:—wilh monetary re-
serves twice the size of America’s—

are (isinclined 1o contribute more to-

wards NATO funds: Further, under
the magic spell of ‘Pan-European
vistas’, particlarly after B irain's
entry into the Common Market,
West Europe is sliding towards neu-
tralism. The present vigour of
‘Fast-West contact, as shown m the
Helsinki talks, bears testimony 10O
this. Tn view of all these, West
Furope is, to Amevican eyes, not
only an economic entity strong
enough to effectively combat dollar
supremacy (already a thing of the
past). but also a political entity
(however loot), to reckon  with,
Thus, reassessieny of American po-
licy became finevitable and  thalt
shows im the politics of rapproghe-
ment with the Sovieg Union.

Again, the rift in the Communist
menolith, more than the now hidden,
now open disagreemeng in the West-
ern bloc, has been a potent reason for
the diplomaicy of detente The
post-war task: of America to contain
communism by way of a worldwide
military network & becoming ana-
chronistic. At ghe same vime, the

financial burden  {nyslyal
maintenance ol her g "";'.
and military and other gl
a5 well as to neutrals hany )
dwindling egonomy,

sincere wrshes, the staundhy
man. of capitalist demoris
nog hold back the pide
breach in the socialist i
o give her the ppporiuniy
ploit the same. ﬁ.\'@-‘ith ranid O
industrialisation and the

of fuclear and  therma
pons, including  shore aiiey
diate. range  misies B
apprehension of ey ueighii
came :.:n:c? And that #
was converfed into & ni
the American dialogue willl .
nist China. The Russian{e iy
Yation as a result of this sl
came frantic. Nixon, by sl
draw China near, in (250N
Brezhnev into his lap. Thisl
1o increat: the '8
bitterness and bettered theths
security position. An agfé
relax tensions with ghe So¥
not only means much in (Ao
American sense of Securiy
in terms of her manoeuveil
tackle different issues the el
Second, to  Americany, thes
brand of communism AR
fearful. Feverish propag

the Soviets by the AmeicH
nistration ag the height of "
Wl ';n'mlurx-il \.um
result so far. Again, whed
nationwide controversy résl 1
shortage in Americy and Wi
rican capital is (rying ¢ oponis
areas Tor [ruitful povestment @
could do no  better servicel
election-fund  conurdbutors e
vide |1u|]l'ic:1| insulation KO
vestments of American; (i
in. the Sovier Union, AlG
all this, Japan's incredibiyNS
ing position in the HElde ol
mdustry and finance Was
factor of considerable jpem
his- bid to' forze new fie il
arch.enemy ©of the colisueiy
America waé aware, a8 |
trade delegation told USs b
men noan unegupvocal i\*xq..
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mEritan investors were ready (o
B Russin would invite investors
Wby quariers, And  Japan
e obvious alternative.
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i) States to put her policy
Hinniation n the reverse geay
plicable, more or less: to the So-
Blnlon a5 well, Also, there are
pxelusively  Sovidt compul-
B by relerence to which her part:
in the detente can be ex-
. Rgluly from the initial
i the nift, apprehension about
i was real  on the Soviet side.
B oy in the Ghinese orthodoxy
gieso and the resultmg chal-
e foy Soviet leadership, bul
Bbe dlicey number of the Chinese
_. ation, along with their capacity
d st for Nard work for the pur-
This el of nation-building. the
Sipaer IR shsimmiiion foond the roots of her fear:
(he Asperiagnl that {ea: hys been of late -
e centent muntlold by the rapid Chinese
= Soviet 1 ptlopment ol sophis icated nuclear
in terms of Bbans and her siarting of ;
ULy, huj‘ fwilly the United Hl.i'l_'w'_(f\]{m‘
seuvrd hiliny ;vlllilt_l where halance of power
the world oREREgHverns moves on Inrerna-
the SoM T ehess-bourd, the Soviet Union
appean Bl 1o fecl, in power (erms, 1o
paganda i B 2 decisive
\ TR wemunist China standing equidis-
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dl  verw L Llie super-power ol tomorrow
when thess to be hostile to the Soviet
I'L‘,Liil‘l‘d-iﬂg ”'. then the Saviet sen'e ol se
anid when B s outraged. And il in sifch
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standing with West Europe wou Id he
meaningful only if an understanding
with the USA conld be reached. On
the one hand, understanding with
West Europe would mean for the
Russians an  epporiunity to bring
more disconcerty within NATO,
especially between Gaullist France
and the USA, and on the other,
rapprochement with Nixon would
mean not only LS. troop reductions
in NATO but also a lesser Ameri-
can presence in Europe.

There are also a tumber ol domes-
tic wn'spu]_xi{mi. A p:‘:rrmlu:»l food
ficit worries the Soviet leadership.
for

about

de
The Rufsians are clamouring
more consumer goods. The Soviet
perfiormance in the industrial sector
in recent years has heen none oo
enconraging. When the domestic
economic picture 15 all very grim;
the present leadership can by no
means effect anv cut either in . de-
fence g_rxpr‘mlimrc oy in the space 1é-
search budger, As Russia s in no
puumrm to divery respurces from de-
fence and space industries 1o agtis
culture or 1o the praduction of more
iconsumer goods and since she is in
no position to accumlate sufficient

volume of capital necessary for such

go! ”-1/'.
It hs a
Wiestern
[:rnrlucii\'c her,
Otherwise she would not be able to
keep her house in order. FHence the
agreement with the United States for a
larger volume ol trade and arrange-
ments for large investments by giant
American col pm';;ti-nns in the Soviel
Union: for and
natuiral eas. and also fertilizers no

purposes by herself, she has
look for external ‘Sourdes
Soviet necessity to make
capacity ‘work for

exploralion of oil

nurse fhe plling Soviepr agriculture.

As in the cold war the
weieht of the influence of the suver-
POWErs was fely in every of
the world, so will be the effects of
their rapprochement. In fact, the
future, all ovey the world, is most
likely to be affected as a resul of
ithe recent Russo-American undegr-
standing. ‘In the more or less bipo-
lar world of the past the small
Siates Tived on the ditferences be-
tween the super-powers. The so-

%X lh tin Sema I
o) poManT Aivide

perio¢ |

COrncy

vereignty of the small States is bound
lessen  further, ‘he  old-time
expectation of spontancous .*u]:pun_*
from one super-power in case of 4
Guate's differences with the other
super-power is most likely to: be un
foundeid after the rajpprochement
Military vulnerability of the 'small
and medium States, the
economic dependenice of the under-
ck!u‘l::q_!ul States on the big brothers
and the resulting political hopeless-
ness of them [:l;u‘.m] the super-powers
in 2 specially ad

Lo

stagoeying

yantageous position
even 1n a divided world, With the
irecent understanding betwesn  the
United States and the Soviet Linion,
the melative position of these twa
countries to dictate lerms 1o others
hikely to be sweng'hened by all
counts. The fact ghay no agreement
on the Middle East impasse could
be veached during the summit, thus
keeping the Arabs and Israclis in
uncertainty may be a pointer, Au
the fag end of the talks, Brezhnev
deseribed the ArabTsraeli conflicy as
a *dark cloud’ overshadowing the
successful  summit.  Likewise, the
American  kcondemna=
SCCU-
Fo i!!lt"l'i'f_'l_'ll_-

IS

||nC('|ui\'m'::1}
tion in tune with others in the
riLy Council of Israel
ing a Lebanese civilian plane  indi-
cateid The
rican understanding has already pro-:
duced a sense of helplessness in clif-
ferent nuarters m the form of a cre-
!“}l'“l\- ’-,!_:!I:,
Despite the
super i'lf]\*.'t“l"ﬁ On

somethine, Russo-Ame-

declaration by the

the of the
siimmit of their obligations to Tes-
pect their
despite the f

eV

commitments ta their allies.
act that the Ruysso-Ameri-
can relationship is nog already all
and licht, West Europeans
had the feeling thap 'the two Super-
powers lT‘i;"'.I'l[ be (""’L‘Wﬁﬂf
Jeals Behind _(heir__backs. TFrench
;1T)pnflu-:nxinn was very much acu'e,
In fact, ¢he more Europe lot al the
nnity between the super-

SWeEIMess

ks
growing
powers, the more worrred i
over the shape of things to come.
The apprehension in West European
capitals that was generated by the
summit became- all too manifest in
the recent concluded Helsinki talks.
wadket s gy Lo &
t}_ - -}‘_\h}?

becomes




Kissinger's insistence on the so-call:
edd Atlantic Charter and America’s
repeated assurance of not letting
down her allies have not so far allay-
ed the fears of the Western allies.
The credibility gap is not confin-
ed to West Europe alone. In many
quarters m South-East Asia the same
apprehension is there and the feel
ing i many South-East Asian capi-
tals coincides with the utterances
of the Indian Prime Minister that
India’ would not support any big-
power diplomacy oriented rowards
carving  out spheres of influence.
Arab expression of bitterness agamst
the detente was unequivocal.
Though Indian official reaction to
the Russo-American detents is not
explicit, New  Delhi can no more
‘glect, despite the friendship creaty
with Ruossia, the task of mimu-
mising her reliance on Soviet [riend-
ship. The process is already under
way, as is manifest in India’s renew-
ed efforts to make up with Pakistan
and her desire (o normalise reldtions
with China. Since Chini has suffi-
cient reason to view the Russo-
American detente as something like
4. gangug up |1)' the two Super
powers to carve the world into
spheres of influence, she is most like-
ly 1o step up hey efforts to rally
Alro-Asian countries in the UN Ge-
meral Assembly againsy, American
imperialism and Russian ‘social ims
perialism” and also undertake the job
of consolidating her position in Asia
by moving closer to Japam and also
india. Reaction of Hmnmoi to the
detente was o likewiie marked by
mistrust and a sense of helplessness,
Even though Moscow is anxious (o
keep Hanoi from Peking us
far as possible, West Europiean sources
reveal a significanp drop i Soviet
arms supply 1o North Vietnam,

away

U.s, Ad

As a consequence of the detente,
the avea in which ¢he mmpact of the
change in LS. policy is likely to be
the mosy telling for the poor nations
ds foreipn. aid. So far the United
States has given; in the form of fo-
reign aid, tens of thousands of iil-

-

FRONTIER

dollars to various couniries
in all corners of the globe. What-
ever the form of aid—humanitarian,
subsistence, military, bribes, prestige,
economic development aid—the pur-
pose was more or less the same—
containment of communism. In che
post-Sécond World War periodl. fo-
reign aid. as an instument of U.S.
foreign policy, stood only second in
importance, nexe to her some 3,300
overseas military hases. Foreign aid
was the congenial handmaid of the
diplomacy of cold war, 1In the past
twenty years or so a large number ol
underdeveloped coungries in the
three most populous continents have
developed helpless dependence on
U.S. aid. For many regimes the
main source for the supply of both
bread and bullets happened to be the
USA. Yer no aspect of American
foreign policy has created more con-
troversy than foreign aid—both in
the donor country and in the receiv-
ine countries. Efsenhowever re-
garded foreign aid as the least un-
derstood function-of the government.
John Kennedy once stated that he
would gladly discontinue foreign aid
if he could, But he found he could
not, Nixon realised that America
could not impose on her economy
the staggering burden of sparing
billions of dollars every year in the
fiorm of extending foreign aid. The
way out lies mn an understanding
with the targey of ‘containment® it-
self, The Chairman of rhe Senate
Foreign Relaons Committee, Sena-
tor Fulbright, expressed the idea ol
revampng the entire U.S. foreign
aid programme 1 the context of the
detente. According to  Dr John A.
Hanngh, administrator of the Agency
for International Aid (AID), change
in the U.S. policy of loreign axd 1s
already  under way. So long the
presence of American aid has pro-
moted the ULS, ‘presence’ in different
parts of the world; now the very
absence of aid is most DLkely 1o
make the U.S. presence felt by many
countries, precariously ghough,
There remains no ground for ela-
tion in any quarter over the pious
plattudes uitered both belore: and

lions ol

during the Russo-Americuis
It must noy escape auentl
despite all ‘the + alk abous
down of tension diternunili
permanent well
agreement 1o sign a puckie
year stipilating [fmitations an
gic arms, the. parties haveling
no limit on theip defetios B
on further rescarch Tor the Bl
and perlecting of new’ wWelnel
tems and  so on.  Both tha
powers are pursaing, hand
a policy of vertcal develbnme
nuclear weaponry and. il Jies
time discouraging  horizonis
tration: by way of the Nudemes
Proliferation Treaty., Whae 88
this mean o the worldh ping
when both the super-powers M8
much aware of the palivial
itheir muclear stockpiles 1y me
think, the posibilitv of an I
dented domination by the twoy
clear giants in a new sN][_
idea can be expressed diagmni
cally. Hengceforth, we are mosgl
lv to witness a new pattert of i
national  polities. The
samug of mternational reliiane
be placed m two side.by-side
—in the 6ne are’ the two Ml
their mutnal selatoniie
nomically, marked by coopemns
politically, by growing wmiies
occasional dilferences, and mi
by mutual suspicion and ol
preparedness,  And in e
with the other circle, thay IS
other nations, the United St
the Soviep Tnion are most Hk
make propitions use of (he polil
capital of then® recently conknl
detente and the ovum‘lmlm'mg‘
tary superiority. In that senses
Russo-American  detente nal
heralds a new era fort  supe
domination in a new stvle: bugH
marks, sinjce the Tnuin: prop
the deal have been cold cilduls
of power (as we have tried 1§
the end of whateyer plage i
had in (nternational polities i
ascendancy of
may Say, to a new heighl, _
The receny Arab-Tsrach losiiss
which started on Q{-!ulwr{

peace, as

i OWErs |
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Allende : Casablanca Of Revisionism

rt heen Birought 1o a halt }1!; jni_r',ll
Emenicn diplomatic pressure

B whin and outside the Secu-
I Councll, was not only an acid
BBl the detente, but the manner
RNIIEH (he Iruce was secured (from
BRNseL the super-powers were in
e contict 2510 the developments
W MiddleEast and qwo succes-
yeselyiony oriented
il truse were, foy the frse time
Wlory, joinily sponsored by the
i Miiop and the United States)
p— Beary westimony to the fact that
tha “_. dinente will be made to work as
mtil s uuigtuiul.u"ni to deter mine the
clear N geaf things o come in a signi-
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I mn hand

LLENDE died for his cause,
standing at his post. He did
not surrender to the army generals,
nor did he seek refiuge in any friend-
Iy Toreign country.
ment to the people over the radio,
he said he would die hghting, to set
an example to his countrymen. And
that 18 how he died, gun i hand.
Allende. however, recalls another
historic figure «dying at his post—
Casablanca. Not because of his re-

hl,\ilil ol cricker and starts Lo nma-
gine that it could possibly be dec-
sively used as an arena lor class war;
it would be refereed out of the feld,

'i:‘.\f?i!‘l’]h . . « e
' with wviolence il mecessarv.

In his lasg state- This was
the basic understanding of the State
and Revolution of all Marxists antil
the breakaway of the reformists amd
the formation of the Second

national. This understanding
tinued o be the

Marxism-I.eninism
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fusal to leave the Presidential palace
lor safety—it would be doing injury
to the memory of the great man to
draw comparison al thap level. Bud
because of his until-the-last _blingd
adherence to bourgeois legality. He
died saying he would not budge rom
hr‘:m'gvhis legality. Not because he
was a bourgeois demdcrat. But be-
cause of his blind faith in the creed
of Peaceful Transition to Socialism.
The army generals, the CIA, and
the IIT are after all only the exe-
‘cutioners of history. If Allende
sacrificed himsell, he did it ap the

altar of ¢he great revision of Marx-

ism that was undertaken by the con-
ference of 81 parties in Moscow.
Here was a l1est <case. A party
commited to socialtsm as well as to
the norms of bourgeois demoaracy.

corderence.  which
world
parliamentary
path to socialist transformaiion had
e more

|_r!‘ the 'Hi-l);l.lll\'
decreed that
conditions u peacelul

under changed

become a possibility, a:
coutttries where the
particularly favour-
The crucial poing here is, “the
What
are there changed conditions ? The
change in the balance eof powe in
the world, iy was said. From the
being the domimant
POWer. imperialism 1s on the de-
fensive. The
dancy 15 thay of soctalism
fourths aof the

least in some
t_{}llt_ll!flills are
able,

changed world conditions”.

position ol

in the ascen-
Three-
population of the
world Iive under The
Union is invincible n any
war, It has got its H bombs and
nucledr submarines to match Lhe

POWErs
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al 18 carried to powep through votes. A
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Economically the Soviet Union will
catih up in some 20 years or 80 with
the U.S.A. And so on,
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of the 1‘:1'(_:]1:[_3[1:;1. What happened
in (Jule bears out (o the letter the
basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism.
Ihese tenets are that the rul
ing classes would permit the game
of bourgeois democracy to be conti-
niied to be played only
their vital interests are not touched,
that is, as long: as the Socialist Party
de [acto continuves to serve the -
terests of capitalism. If howeve?
such a party having come to power
tends to forger that bourgeois demo-
(racy 1s a game o be l,'lla};td with the

as long as

There are obviously who
follow the logic here. But there are
athery who The
writer 1s one of those who, from the
very time of the 81-Party Conference,
from before the development of the
differences between  the Soviet and
the Chinese lines, found difficulty in
following the train of logic here. Of
course the changed balance of forces
in the world arena (s a reality. But
mv difficulty all along in understand
mg has been, how this change is ve-
tevant in so' far as the establishment

many

cannot. present




of socialism in a particular country
i 'tonadered. For the latter it
seems what is relevant is the balance
of class Jorces internal to each parti-
culan couniry. The ‘military capa-
bility of the socialisy bloc {(assum-
ing for the moment thay there is
such a bloc ready to praclise Pro-
letarian Internationalism) would be
relevant in preventing a country with
established socialist power from be-
ing over-rin by external forces of
veaction. I ‘& socialist couniry is
engaged in some sOTt of armed strug-
gle with some external forces, then
these external forces could be coutn-
tered with soclalist military might.
The socialist military might could
also prevent ghe onset of such a
strugole, by the threat of retaliatory
action. The argoment be
illustrated by this
lime by the examples of Cuba and
Vietnam. Cuba could be regarded
as an example precisely of 50
yiet capitulation before imperialism,
and doubts can be raised about the
actual volume of Soviet aid to Viet-
nam ; buy we shall concede, for the
<ake of argument, that it is socialist
military might that is preventing the
Americans from overrunning  Cuba
and dislodeing Fidel Castro, and that
but for Soviet military help the Viet-
namese would not have been able
‘o hurble the imperialisg giant. These
are however not examples of social-
ism being established in countries
hitherto under the domination of
reactionary class  forces through
peaceful means, thanks to the changed
balance of forces in the wot 1d, Cuba
and Vietnam are certainly not ex-
amples of socialism being established
through the ballop box.

would
|n‘m.:1gnni;v,'l_~i o

Domestic Reaction

As a matter ol fact, [or cacialism
o be established (hrough votes, one
is counting on the r eactionary forces
ahdicating, power, gving up without
a fight. After all, socralism means
gxpropriation of _the propertied
lasses, and (he idea that just because
the socialist bloc has got thousands
of nuclear warheads or their bureauc-
rats having more of Mlalan matle

FRONTIER

private cars, the property-owning
classes would accept to be liguidaied
is to bank on a desire for suicide of
the propertied classes, When Marx
and Lenin thought thap the proper-
tied classes would not agree to com-
mit suicide and therefore considered
dicratorship ol the proletariat 1o be
unavoidable they were mot thinking
of external forces. They were think-
ing ol domestic reaclion. They ex-
pected domestic  reaction ¢ resort
to viclence, throwing to the winds
the facade of legality and democracy.
There could of course be at all
times external help to domestic reac-
tion, jusy as there could theoreti
cally be external help to the domes-
tic forces of soctalism, onge there is
4 socialist bloc. But the primary
battle is between the two domestic
forces. No changed world conditions
wem to be there that make the
Marxist-Leninist theory outdated m
éo far as this basic postulate goes,
namely, that once the reactionary
forces are deleated by the forces of
socialism by constitutional means,
the latter would resort to unconsti-
tutional means: Unless the revolu-
tionary masses are armedd, unless (he
revolutionary party is prepared to
crush reaction with violence, the nas-
cent socialism would go under, How
is the terrible muclear might of the
cocialist bloc going to make any
difference to this?

Obviously the believers sce some
fundamental difference being made.
The non-believers would of course
prefer to go by history. And the
living history brings very little sup-
port to the revised thesis. The fact
of the changed balamice of forces did
deter’ the Indonesian reac
from massacring the Indo:
nesian communists and pushing back
socialism in that country by, maybe,
decades. And there is this test casc:
Chile. 'The generals who killed
\llende and made the parliameniary
path lead the country to fascism
seemed to be least worried about the
changed balance of forces n the
world. There has been a Iot of talk
about the T and the GIA having
supported i not engineered  the

1o

tionaries

coup, and they well
But o what aviil his Sbesy
countervailing milijary, {und
mic—might of the s
The Soviet Union fras L
diplomatic relations  willy s
Ihat scems to be glvng
little headache to the
have asassimated Ihmlsnnds ol
ple, arrested hundreds of pal
refugees. and are combing s f
try for the ymportant Lefpid
The protagonists af practinl]
sition would perhaps sy IBE
lhave considered’ it
would notp resorg to violencéd
sorted to ine the frsy plasg _
tion. 1n words, e
gramme is 1o stick. 1o the
ton until the last, and TS
only if reaction dogs 0 in el
instance. They may: portit A
sistance offered by the Ghileiniy
kers, But two jmportant poimntss
First, one ¢anngl 0
tionally prepare for war AndSy
at the same time, A party’|
ganises. itsell over years for
mentary [5':}tllt.t,‘5, 4 party i
to wonsanily assure the nondgs
tairian class albics that it hag
intertion of ever doing anythitgs
constitulional, 1s nol in o pokie
to organise itself for insUEcd
warfave when such a wat s umnps
on it, as has been imposed GiSH
Chilean  socialists:
point is, there is indispulablesg
vantage to the side that strikesis

Satu a1y

never

other

here.

fr

The vheory of ]n't:-_lf.'tminn it

ship is that ol the imperaive e
of the socialist Yorces blril'.ing.,
and doing so with cripplingie
LIvENESS

The burning events of Chile i

light on both the points, thie 1

visionist leadership of ‘the

CP had prepared the worpam S
underground at a mamelt

o go

notice, then the -__l_‘f‘lh"l':ll secretany
the party would not be caughi
soon. let alone the head of state
ing. to die fighting practicaly

(but for a handful of  botyew
only that the reyist
leaders «id not strike the fost
They waited indefinitely foras

[1 15 nol
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first blow. Not only

L e the
i BBy did everything possible to
(= fien the hands of reaction and
v B those of the revolutionaries.
sl e writing on the wall was
i M iore and more anmisiak-
148 ey dilly-dallied pre 1sely with
Jil Ny drmy jeaders who were
cou Mme the butchers of the re-
il soon.  Instead of taking
s arny the people, Allende let
s, Erals outlaw the carrying ol
oo He let them carry oy raids
hey Stker 10 Factories who wer€
hey fig 1o arm  Themstlves while
. el Still i power | Instead of
Wi (e cenerals of power, he

Bllen more and more by in-

hem inta his Cabinet. He
Wi buying 1ime to prepare him-
it ally1l1:ug-—hc was only being
o his creed. Uniil the end

cor- Mt saying, “1 shall not lake a
LTI ) that would be unconstitu-
11508 i
\..lll:'
o MEyed Ants”
lin- W rtsnlts of this prolicy of being
hag i liourgeors democrat than
roles hourgeois democrar  CVEr has
po e being seen i Chile today.

words Gf an eyewitness {the
.ml‘lt“in‘nuh‘:llt of Le Monde),
y abouy In. the rowns, these
e of Allende, totally con-
like unts anthills
under the tlxe
I'hose, that is O
not being found

outsicle

batons of

sdy,

Y.
bodies are

first,
ator-4 § Inorming rotting in the streets,
need SR o the same cowpespon~
first MR here has nog been any orga-
eifedd yesistance . - .. The resistance
e and still is by general con-
hrow b matter of individual stray
& I'és ey, . Le Monde quotes in
ilean M of this assessment onc of the
altIoN ol the Prestdent’s non-profes-
nents W bodveuard.  The balance of
ry oo B described by him: On the
it 504 g the armed forces, couniing
hay ve (6 thiry-eight thousand
alpne s plus some fifteen thousand
ardys .F‘"“t"ﬁ- Another estimate hy
Lonist Mande figures miich higher, at
blow. i all. On the othier, about
1ction Hligusand fighters ragned  in
1978 MEEEMBER 10, 1973
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guerilla warlare. .. "Their leaders.
mostly of the DMIR, are safe and
sound”, It is thus only the extreme
[ eft— the MTIR——that is prepared to
giye leadership 1o the resistance. 1t
easy for them 1o make their
preparations unde Allende's regime.
Allende tried to use the machinery
of the bourgeois State, counting on
the co-operation of the generals.
father than win over the lower
ranks—just as our [yoti Basu want-
ed to consoldate communist power
in West Bengal with the help of the
flome Department and the Inspec
tor General of Police. Bug while
Jyoti Basu qried his  best to erush
the Naxalites, Allende only harassed
the MIR. That leaves some hope
for Chile.

It is only natural that the grim
wragedy of Ghile should provoke
guestionings and searchings in the
ranks of the revisionists the world
over, especially m countries where
revisionist parties think thay they are
within reach of coming 0 POWET
throngh constitntional means, Such
France. The Frenci
*arty which s ‘prepar-
al

was noi

a country is
Camimimnis!
ing for ‘the assembly , eledtions
1976, 'n giving a sharpe and hasty
reaction to the Chilean coup, land-
itsell 1nto a first-class contradic-
sion. Condemuing the Gaullist Gov-
ernment for mot condemmng tthe
putsch, Marchais, the General Sec
retary of the French Communisi
Party, said that to  be
expected, given that the Ganllists
{hemselves came to power with the
help of the army. But by making
this point, which cansed a bit nf a
furore in. the country the French
Communists pulled away dhe car
pet from under their own feet. For
naturally, the programme of social-
ism through votes has this premise

ed

was

that such things as army intervention
will not happen in France. France
is mot a backward country like
those of the Third World: it has

oot an anciem wadicion of demo-
cracy. Of course Allende also used
to say that Chile was not like any

Latin American country—its
had a «¢ragition ol non-in-

other
army

volveraent in politics, etc. Also the
history of France precisely is of de-
moxracies being overthrown by wvio-
lence and by threats af viglence—
the present Trench Republic is call:
ad the Fifth Republic. But the total
confusion of the Communists  and
Socialists who are bidding [or power
under the Neadership ol the Socidl
Democraly Mitterand, is understand-
able. What else can they say bua
that they will see to it that France
does nor have the same experience
as Chile ?

Paradoxically, 1t is the ringht-wing
Press and the spokesmen of the right-
wing parties thag are underlining the
corvect lesson. The general theme
in their comments goes as follows,
“you see, Socialism and Democracy
do not go together. First you “have
':n},rt'.r:(-:elem«_‘d economic ditficultics;
then. a bloodbath.™ (Incidentally,
the economic Crists, enginecred by
foreign monopoly capital as well as
the domestic medium and
tal. was not in any way imade more
casy o resolve for Allende by the
facy thay the Soviet Union propases
to catch up with America In econo-
mic strength). The French ~right-
wing is doing and saying everything
to make it clear that the same €co-
oisis and e fsama hlood:

small t'aili-

nomic
bath would be there in France If
the French vote Mitterand %0
power.

A1 a more soher lével, Frengh po-
litical scfentists are. once more ask-
ing themselves the hasic  question
about the compatibility ob 2 soaial-
ist programime and bourgeois demo-

them
answers, A
¥ oy e
Duyerger,

and most of are comn-

dismal

cracy ;
l-llf,’, out with
typical example is Maurice
a liberal and a bit of a social de-
but n_“p{:;".:rd among acade-
mic pnliti(n{ seientists, Here 15
what he has to say : “The Commune
of 1871, the Fascism of the: Thirties,
Chilean

mocrat,

the press comments on the
coup d'etat, all go o show that the
Europeat right-wing would have
analogons  reactiofis under similar
circumstances. .. As long as the
Chilean Right believed that 1he
expleriment of fthe - Populay Unity
9




was eoing to be ended by the vorers
themselves, ‘they maintained a demo-
cratic attitude. When it started to
fear that it *was not happening and
that the play of the liberal institu-
fions ended up in maintaining Allen-
dezelop-
preferred
violence to Law.” And again, “This
means that the rules of the miajo-
rity that characterise liberal demo-

de in power, and in  the
ment of soctalism, they

cracy cannot he applied in the same
fachion when the governmeni {orm:
ed by regular elections dues not re-
main content 10 just managing the

existing ‘capitalist order or just
touch » up with secondary reforms,
bug wndertalkes o transform ip radi-
callly with @ view to replacing i by
a socialist system.”

[t is ironical that the appearance
of a book by the French Party secre-
tary should coincide with the putsch
in Chile. In book,

addressed to the volers of the

the olivionsly

nexi

eleytions, ir fis categoricallly frated

that the French pakrty, if voted (o

POWET, would not eyer outlaw op-

|msltinll p:uxins. would not relfuse

to renounce power if voted oug n

the elections, ete. The irony

is that the relevany, qm:»lrinn 1s not

next

if the French party would permit
other parties to function: the rele-
vamg question is 1l it would be al
lowed to function. In Chile Allende
dlid the

nog outlaw Opposit 01

varties that outlawed his,

For Frontier contact :

SUNIL KUMAR MOHANTA,
Collectorate Compound,
Balurghat,

Dist.«West Dinajpur.
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The Press

Absentee Editors
PATRAKAR

BSENTEFE editors are
addition o
set-up:
near the newspaper office.

the latest

our semi-teudal
the man who is seen nowhere
He may
visit the place of publication only
once  month and sometimes once a
year—yet he is ‘the editor™. He is, in a
way, the symbol of the deterioraling
standards of Indian jt)lii-l'lilln‘l!'l.

The trend is a peceny one and
stanted, with the Sethji who wanted
to hold all the key Inmit|011-L_f-dimr_
printer and publisher—in this new
‘industry’. Later the politicians, the
natural heir to Sethj, followed the
footsteps of their masters.

Today, in India, we have scores of
‘editors' who have absolutely nothing
to o with: journalism and cannot be
termed working jowmalists in: any
the term.

The phenomenon of absentee edi-
orship has come into force not only
because the Sethil. or the Netaji for
that matter, wants to dodge the in-
come-tax authorites but also because
he wants o have diréct contral over
the editorial policy ol his paper, a
task thar & glways not possible to
perform through cronies,

But that is not ¢he whole story, at
ledast 1 the case ]}!:IiTi('I:l"-
cum-editor.Here, his pame helps to
run the journal, thag is Lo say, not
only circulation-wise—in fact, some-
times jp may ruin the sale prospecis
of a journal if 1t is branded .a party
paper—but also financially, through
ovent ol meagns, Covert.. we
would mot discuss here—the. nature
of thiy column forbids it—but overt
we can,

Circulation. forms  just & small
part of newspaper income. Either
it 15 'donarions’ from seme quarters
or advertisements which help to see
it through. In fagy ads. form a
sizable section of newspaper revenue
—in some cases 99 per cent—and
even the ‘mass cingulation' popular

sense ol

of our

covert

weeklies are over-Senstig
ssue that may displese gial
[1sers or ['ﬂmpt:.‘.ll\t it
(Remembey the miassive Nl
tween two o tobacco gianin
lack ol editorial  comusi
‘Donations’,  ageh ol y
Haven'y W
enough of it Irom a ‘wl;'r
said 10 be a union calipel il
who has hiden ‘p.’lll’i'luisiﬂg‘.
the Dangeile sheels|

1f the ads are coming all ¥
selves iy 15 all right: hettars |
are in the ruling  partys s
may always try other nctheiSs
a trade umion Teader demiss
full page’ from ¢he owier of l
dustry in which he iy goimt RN
a sirike next month, WhstIs
giness or blackmail?  LISHENs
political irfuence ¢ EXIRIEES
the most deplorable and e
tion of its sort but that &
what is happening today, Th

the form of ads.

iy
is ethically wrong for ghe Wil
write [or ads, omr PROg wiould »
for iy thiat,ninely pey cenl il
requests are signed by the
thongh their papers enjoy
vices ol Tulliime Dhusiness mils
It is ¢the |'11‘:1(':i:1'. in a Delhiwe
‘edited” by a not-so-mitaly-firee
Young-Turk, that all its patmog
ltical big gnns, go oiy KNS
tours to sechure ads, for the s
jowrnal’. Tn this way, thiy
was able to et some thresd
pages of ads—total tar il
into lakhe of rupees—fof onea
‘spectal” issuies lsg year, 1t ciosl
with two sections, Gne l,'if ey
clusively carrying ghe adsl
The co l....
free. the citizens ¢njoy lreml
expression (if the Govomme
willimeg) and anyone nury it
a journal, provided he has Sl
sources, Bul whae is reallys
is the freedom of the Fouriises
that is, il we @re rendy (08
the papers rum by paliticiams
\bsentee  editorbilp
with the
freedom ‘of (he press ]
A recent instance CONCERUIES
Hindi newsweekly irul}ﬁ!hﬁdv 8

So far so good,

calegory.
terferes
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fipital, whose ‘absentec chief  Cultural Notebook
i happens (o be a palitical pay
pulll drive the poiy home. d
i) o oE. its recent  1ssues ?lm rl }1”58 l}arreﬂ Lei
oL 'mllhshcd a story regarding
i corruption in the wai erways
fmene of a small  Bihar own
ip “politiral ulbrella” offer-
Bile gtiiliy official by some col
BlGeil Netas (leaders) .
(N _. i thit for smme mystel 1ous
B e publication of the item
WiBe ex-MLA bélonging to the
v sl e “phicl editor’. who was, L )
' Slly enough, also the “distribu- lar yearly boom 1n creative writing in pn'1.|rirm in the oldfashioned sense

il the weekly. In the violent Beneall thiat }:lf_:(_’l11~ the [n_|'1'|- has and were given a run o theiy
1 L.I._;m..;'[ between his poli- 1ot failed us. Al the fanious Puja money, plodding away i it ay the
i joyilly and lovalty (owards his Numbers have come  Oul in costly  rate ol something like two novels and

L hreat] had its edge over ideq.
The pows item was literally DEWSPH
g Ot with the help ol 4 ‘guage hrought . : .
iing pres>. When distributed in bers—one for 18 daily and the other of thewr puild—the betler known
iditarmed form, 1 paturally for ifs weekly—perhaps 11 some what and more favourite ones—who have
Bl Rome curiosity among the larger volumes (han M any previots  earned more for less work, by un-
' ' vear. Other newspapers also brought  dertaking 10 write exclusively for

Agiyinava GUPTA
we

'-.‘-!\_h HANKS to Caleutta’s wellknown  on oany other job the writers whe
T IR literary establishments  there eyl ‘thelr products to ithese estab-
1O heetr no gcarcity of annual Tie- lishments must have worked overs
| fare whis tautumn. Despile iime to meet this seasonal rise in
il of food and other essential demand for ¢heir tabour, They could

itl if e i .
118 commodities in the market the regu not possibly have depended on 18-

and scarce mMewsprint. The biggest tour <hort stories a fortnight 1o earn

per establishment in the lan- their exira rupecs. Of course, there
out two special num-  have heen a few fortunate members

B readers of the own.

B there was sort. of a ' move-
Bauminst the corrupy official go. QCCANIOL

— by i the area—ijointly orgais- weeklies oy monthly editions, if any. the popular writers who have agreed
he edif i all the political naries €% Besides there ave all soris of specialis- to furn out only one novel each this
y ithe 'Ihi: ane helonging .:In {ves. that ed 1:;"';'[--.-.1i-:.1|~. going in 0T a special  season for a certain r;mi.:q edfition

. ot R :
! '.' B comect expression) the con

out their special pumbpts pn this  this or that puja number. There is
puld v
- of nh

2 separate one fof {heir no reason,, however, (o believe thil

puja edition, their spectalitiey includ-  must have written beter thaw those
clhi W y 3
five.entil
A LGS !

oin SPICCEEE,
‘seryigel

cinerna and  who have been forced to write more.

o politicial- cuin - newspaper 5 sex. crime, Iantasy,
- of the'like Children's magazines, both There has been no har to the form-
of ¢rude and refined types, carve ot er’s writing big  stcols, slightly
for themselves, the big shornter than the novels, and as many

B Some ]u'm,urud L copy
maapne fom another town,
vt was oy’ of the bag! 2 ;_ll.a.'..\-“ ! . .
ol B s a violent reaction i .lh:_- asrablishmens referred o shove also short atorfes as they like for other
2 B Vel weple the woekly recetv-
lm“d Bores of letters condemaing the number
PO and  specifically blamine shoulders with this rather Tun-ofthe-  certain voluntary restraing on creatis
ane o fm“[.ﬂL’J.IL{].\n]-:";l’lI; far rh{. mill stuff and jostling for space in  yity in some cases, but the jmprove-
I"I.I..“E _ '-I_-] {.-ﬁw.‘d\ censorship. Someore the : f : :
ther et 1 copy of the deformed  alool looking, highbrow literary jout= In fact, when a popular Wrile€r A3

_ S Another mamed the printing nals also
ouniTyey Ihl which this vicous work was rions.  And somewhat uneasy i such, {“'l'f‘-"'-'lhl\' a novel, exclusive for on€

bringing out s children’s special puja issues. The high earnings have
on the occasion. Rubbing been quile assured for accepling a

wavside stalls oneg finds @ few memy ol produce not necesarily 8o
in thenr special puja ed advertised as  writing somathing,

[reedom 8 Wit of them urged stern ac- company, (uite a nomber of ser:ous  puja nuimber, only the wmnter him:
e vt o -+ ! s ; T il e, MAS=CS - Nt KT o o NTlE iy
> f aguimst he poliician-cum-news political and cultural journals with sell and the journal in suestiol

v bl <ol X Y R A v
_l~. _1111‘;:{ o weent, who had nog only obvious leftisy bias Alaim vour at stand Lo gain by the leal—one
s L ;

— |km~,<_i e weekly but also the tention, ihrough thie high price of his pro-
ally af SHSSERSEE f your party.” ’ Such a spurt of literary output—  duct, the ather through increased
oL _Est ; B Al pracuical ' pirpodes, the albeit once a year—Inus bring a few circulation.

} ..'” ’T"'Il - ‘ exira rupees !‘!'J the ;.‘fu‘kc-la ol Lhose As for the readers’ loyss, |]1._‘}:
crams 1Al . 'ii'l'_’, fone (0 the

(rorsl J11° . 1
- [P AR s all afier ‘scanidais
cof avity

¥ ponld have provided a ool
weekly who are concerned with s manu- couldn’y care less Maost of them do
and facture and it'iTl't'||:'.!.ii'rﬂ-—]\ll'.-il.'}ill'll']'i‘ not know whal cood literature 18
ey, Thnt instead of pl'!}'iuf.‘.j printers, binders, hawkers, stall owmn. Those who do, cannot find it easily
. o thio weekly developed cold feet; ©T% and, in the case of what 1 have —not in any case among the pages

) N“m%’ pudy for nOt-50-MyELerions rea called  famons literary establish- oll |\r:|’1!i:u [)(_‘l';.l'lt]i-‘.'.![", Iy is these
lished ! HE8 M merits, Lo writers too. Like pcn]'nlu pa;\imlimls and ‘their fegular hacks

BER “:1,' 1 11
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who form the tastes of the readers,
shape their expedtations, pervert
their sensibilities. The writers who
contribute to these journals soon
find themselves kowtowing to the
vicious rituals of .sowl.destroying
cult. They repeat the gibberish of
Grub Street., As for other cultural
influences in the land, popular songs
on the radio and variety fare on
the stage and screen make up a veri
table witches' brew. Indeed 1f any-
hody wants to know about modlern
Bengali culture he need only stay
in Calcutta during the pujas, The
music at the pandals and the way it
is purveyed through blaring micro-
phones will tell him a lot about the
aesthetic development of the people
here. 1f he reads Bengali he will
get to know about the literary tastes
of the presenp generation more cor-
rectly by leafing ¢he puja number of
any popular pertodical than by
reading Niragd Chaudhurd's account
of an idealised Bengali gentleman of
a slightly older type. One thing
will puzzle him though. He will
find so many people spilling over
and swirling all about him on pave-
ments and in vehicles, around shops
and amusement centres during the
better part of the waking hours that
he will wonder how any of them
could find time to read anything,
even a ‘popular journal. Hik surd
prise will be the greater when he
learns (hat most of these surging hu-
man waves are confined at certin
hours of the night and early morn-
ing within a narrow space—roughly
8 or 4 persons to a small room—hours
during which they are supposed to
do amy reading, Obyiously in sulch
citcumstances there can be no such
thing as a solitary reading of Dante
which E, M. Forster snootily dis-
tinguishes as a characteristic aspeot
of culture. Nor in the busy, mad-
dening streets of Calcutta is there
anything rtesembling the fmarket
places where Socrates argued with
young Athenians. So, where do
the Calcuttans devote themselves. to
cultural purmﬂm—iheir dwelling
places and open-air  haunts being
whay they are?

12

FRONTIER

The colleges and universities are
places for peddling dubious certifi-
cates for a kind of learning which
does not pervent a university girl
from admiring Fide] Castro 25 much
as she does Dharmendra—the po-
pular Hindi matinee idol. Bril-
liant ITT students are heard croon-
ing Hindi-film songs and talking
about silly Bengali screen hits with
greater animation than about anys
thing else. The public lbraries
are haunted either by borrowers of
a later-day popular fiction or by
scholars grubbing among books for
materials for a doctoral thesis, The
bars—no equivaleny of Elizabethan
pubs or taverns—are infested by 1mn-
tellectuals who think little and
dink much. :though hardly know-
ing how to do either properly. The
coffee houses? Nothing like real
conversation or social amenities are
practised in these haunts of long-
haired and béarded youths.

So all Calcutta’s culture is con-
centratted in the pages of popular
periodicals, especially in their annuzl
puja editions. The advertisemenits
put out by these journals for their
special numbers clatmed as  much.
Taken together with phe spreée on
the puja pandals they sum up all
that is best fmn our culiural life to-
day. Writing about culture some-
one once remarked that ip is Some-
thing connected with a desire 10
preserve and communicale some-
thing derived from our enjoyment
of classics. [y derives from our love
of a few books; piotures, tunes. The
list of favourites may be made more
inclusive or  exclusive a=d  vary
somewhat. but the attitude and ap-
proach remain the same. There is
also a broad general agreement
abour those who matter. The cor.
rect approach is always based on a
faith in something ‘permanent and
irrepl:u*eahle, unique anid worthy of
preservation in all thae is besg in
man's cutloural achievements.  From
this point of view, is there anvthing
culturally important in the literary
fare offered by the establishment
journals? Like ghe clay images of
the goddess whose annual wortship

inspiires (he icreative !
are objects of short-lived 3
After the four or five daysi
ghip the images are [rowni
river, In less than 3 moni
numbers are sold away withigl
papers,

True, even Dengalis ges
exhibiting an interes; in il
their own classics (witnes iig
for cheap editions of olil il
Bug this may be mote fromi
of duty and irrational S
than anvthing like a (rue inks
ihe works themselves. Therel
a thing as cultural mobbheEs
is 2 good thing to be able ol
library of old Bengali auttos
such a small cost.

A ‘Reformed’ Ishs

MRIGANKA SEKHAR KAY

N Haati-ke-Daant B, ROl
seems to be on a cruside
{he self-styled guardians of i
ciety’s morals who are full o
vices they themsélves are GuiiEel
bat. The central character it
business magnate who' i
againsy the excesses of sex At
lence in the movies But
ashamed of sleeping with Hiees
ol one of his contractors i EAEHE
of favours bestowed on I, IS8
really ‘tryving 1o expose (thees
paigners against  Chetna-typeili
Maybe, but his attempts HivSu
totally [utile, because the hilg :
{o penerate anything byt coms
For the mept and childish appe
of the director, There zre man
masallas, some worn-ouy clichen
father-domination with an il
ture of murder and blackmailedl
is mot much exposure of thells
andtomy, the familiar Ishara 15
mark and at firsy sight, ong
think thap he has turned 3
But actually he has beécome Sl
in hoodwinking the censors, Wi
off-screen love-cooings, the it
'‘doublameanings “and U
angles are more vulgar thats
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curt

i and simple pndressing scenes.
1l o wreads on  the beaten

o fhe chssic teargkrking mate

il ihe story of a respectable. youth's
rfglularacion for a prostiurte. Here

SolERE [l focis 18 on unmasking so-

W top brass, for the prostituli

I out o be . the illegitimals
eliter of a famons udege.  This
miale reaches its climax with a
Bnley and 1he court-room episode
Bollows streteheés beyond all
Bweieible  limits of credibility,
Ll The expoution §3 shoddy and
Mgl we don’t have Dbare
1 pxpoied middriffs, the general

Bite I one of cude vulgarity.

al-
busats

To Comrades

J. Lo me congratulate Comrade
By Sanyal and others for their
fels revolutionary letter (published
Wovember 4, 1972 in Frontier) -
s & g0 regsler niy broad agree-
ut with the letter. '
l Responding o the call given
h'lht mmrades for self-criticism let
witicise mysell unreservedly for
S st 23 a CC member in the de-
bmene of deviations in our €or-

A

I 'Eaﬂj line. Proper self-criticism
| be done through practice with
I help of the lessons leatned. The

ibod of  marwyrs is Tever
Wls time only wiif) judgle, how we
Y the debt of blood and évalualte
e il ricism thereby.
8 Aslor me, [ mever ried or will
gy to ke out that 1 am
o Comrade Chary Mazum-
g, Admittedly, Comratde Charu
Miaumeat’s responsibility was big-
B boy that can never be made an
o for my own deviations. In
Bides (0 extablish ahe correcy con-

st

1 ]
1 scape-
i

) of the developmeny of revolu-

BlNnnry authority that we ~learnl
Birongh our bitter and valnable ex-
petinces, We had 1o attack Comrade
Bl Mizumdar spolitically.  But
Wit showld nog be taken as an at-
Wyl 10 hide our owm responsibi-
i As we had pointed oug in
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document, the development of
ynternal

Ourt
a thing is the result of 1ts
contracliction.

4 On the East Pakistan question,
[ still adhere to our previous sl nd
Commaunists all over the worlil shauld
have helped the nationalistic  forces
in Pakistan in its just struggle
appost foreign intervention and  ag-
This 1s nog in contradic-
tion with the prighy of self-determina
tion ol the ]"""i'l" of Fas; Pakie'sn.
Fhe question was one of (he felative
Our stand
was a [ninnipl{-r_l one; nothing has
happened to change the palirics be-
hind §. I still think that the con-
cept of United Front againsl foreizn

(L8]

oression.

imporiance of the rwo.

ageression is'a sharp weapon of Mao

Tsedung thought an the hants ol

the world ]'nrnlt-k:ni:sl.

5. A correct political line ensur-
ing the formation and deyelopment
of the PLA and base arcas 18 still
lhl' ])I'imf_’ lli‘.(_{-‘x‘\itl}' ()[ Our l):l'l'i\.
Today the problem formation
and developmeng of the PLA is the
pmhl:-m of ]}{‘llill("i war in our coun-
trv. Without the PLA our party and
people are withoul the sharpest po-
litical As such the ques-
tion of the [formation of
command raised

nf

weapon,
milivary
document

in our

was nol a military qnus:mn merely.
The political aspect and “the pers-
pective should mot be missed.

6. The guestion of mass movements
and oreanisation: should not he judg-
ed in isolation. The }'t'l;:!in-u\hi.}'- be-
the
areas should be remembered
and emphasised.

7 Al :\”\.-JM.- effarts should b
made
party. Trrespomsibility of the Jeader-

these two and flormation

of hase

to matntain the umity of the

ship or inmpatience of the cadres on

this issue js  extremely dangerous
and hence should be firmly resisted.

% We should try lo follow the

radiiion of carrying out the revolu-
tion until the last moment of life;
this valuable iradition  has been
created by the blood of oar martyrs
indluding Comrades Babulal Pan-

chadri Krishnamunthy, Sushital Roy

\‘.".'
Choudhury, Sarbj Dutta and Charu
Mazumdar,
With revolutionary
Asriy CHATTERJEE

Flazaribagh
Aadatik

a

orectings,

Comtemporary scenes, when they
le-

conclusions.

are examined };ul\li(.:.lli\_ almost

. -
ways bring exireme
And i the absence ol suficient do-
cumentation, as in his-

our present

tory. such conclugions tend o pros
jecy cuhiective reactions, even roman-
fictiofL

SCEIes,

tie, indulging quite often 1n
Pointe made on contemporary
therefore, dre always found
able,
Oun

Aealions

iclegbyate

flm  Padatih
(ont |':a\}¢;-\\) .

has provoked
Some Tun it
down & moltivated,
Some fnd
ir quite wvalid, both aptistically and
politically. T, '

unobyjective,
superficial and sinigler.
o1 watich  and
see and take lessons, battling against

one,

41l romantic and stupid aberrations.
A certain  “hlm-goer”
October 20) having given his views

(Fromier,

qeamst the film and having quoted
from authorities lasy, ex-
pregeed his deepest concern for a
fact that | passibly
acquainted with knowledgeabfle cir-
cles.

has,

rm_-u-lim_rs; am
Here 1T must not hide my emo-
gion whin T say that 1 have nothing
but contempl for such personal at-
tacks. Tt is unethical. And ethics is
something which a true Marxist will
value much.

“Why 8
happy with the film?" asks the said
Why. if T may ask, the
“film-zoer”
with the filim, as
man and the

Amrita Bazar Patrika so

“Klm-goer™

SUSPICIONS s 0 anery
much a5 the States-
Anand Bazar group
are? It is silly, the logde of the “filne
oo,

“Why", he asks. “is the Glm given
financial assistance by the Film Fin-
ance Corporation and Neng Bank 2"
Why, 1 ask again. Fronter ]!'.!1!!1"[1(_’(]
Central Governmint
a1l kinds of
when. according te the “hlms

the M1

aclyertizements
oainst yviolence. ap a
fime

goer” cadres “were definite-
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R resloms. N -

L e

ly not mere canmon fodder 7

I make {this submission—all this
comes [rom a certain kind of roman-
tic obSession which invariably lgads
to absurd and odd ‘generalisations,
oversimplified and caude.

I hope in fuure the “filmegoer™
will nog chastise me for using the
raw materials  supplied by a huge
Establishmen; called Kodak YLimited,

MRINAL SEN
Alentea

In Padatik
special

Mrinal Serv  has put
emphasis on  four cardinal
points needed for (he people’s  de-
mocratic revolution in a semi-leudal
country like India. These are (a)
The existing class structure of our
should be overthrown. (b)
‘This overthrow of class society can
only be achieved through armed
struggle with people’s participation
and nop through peaceful iransi-
ton.  (c) In carrying out the peo-
ple's armed struggle. exireme caution
should be observed in isolating the
enemy [rom the real friends of the
revolition.  (d) In mobilising the
people in  support of the armed
strugple. the advanced cadres of the
revolutionary party should politicise
them ¢hrough active |participation
i all forms of struggle launched by
differemt mass fronts and organisa-
tions of ghe people. Any deviation
will lead o foral disaster.

Let people like A. K. Lahiri,
Abheek Mazumdar etc. learn their
Marxism first and grasp the real na-
ture and charadteristics of  ‘Tndian
revolution instead of hurling mali-
cious attacks on a film like Padatik,
SriLa SeN

Calcutta
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Mrinal Sen's latest film Pgdatik has
lor obvious reasons created a stir in
fitm circles as well as in some poli-
tical  corners.  NMuch  unnecessary
wrath has been directed asainsg the
director. Some have even taken
pains to discover a malign motive
on his pant.

1o me the theme of the story s
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very clear. It s a story of a revo-
lutionary youth who realises the
reality around him, ponders over i,
reads Mao and revolutionary litera-
ture and tries to find a correcy way
to fight againie the enemies. Fle
realises that without the masses—
especially “warkers, peasants and the
middle class and women! revolupon
impossible, Sufficieny.  hinmi—
which any intelligen filmgoer should
understand-—has  been given abom
the form of the revolutionary strug-
gle. . Shots-on the fight of the people
of Vietnam and ol Alrican
countries (with the globe moving
svmbolically) heen projected
on On the other hand
the caricature of revolution made by
the psendo-revolutionaries is also im-
pheie in the howls of the demago-
gues blown forth from ¢he micro-
phone in a Maidan rally, suggesting’
the uiter nonsense of such speeches.

Mao has been quoted by the hero
which suggests his reliance on Mao's
way and thought. Mention should also
be made of the last scene where the
vonth sits by the side of his mother’s
body—weighed down by griel hui re-
juvenated by the spark of his father's
courage and advice—'Be brayve’ _at
the time of his departure,

One fine quality of the picture 15
thar in criticising  the sectarfan
politics of the extremist party the
sparit- of its cadres has nowhere been
undervalued.

L Drir NARAYAN Mi1trA

< N Calcutt
No Courtesy

15

Home

have
the screen

On ‘October 19 1 was given an
appointmeng at 8-30 a.m, by the
Private Secretary of the Prime Min.
ister, Sm. Indiva Gandhi, in my ca-
pacity as the working presideny of
the Association for the Protection
of Democratic Rights. [ reached
Mrs Gandhi's residence with all the
necessary papers. including four ap-
peal to the Trime Minister with
about three thousand signarures of
the parents, relations and friends of
political prisoners in various jails in

TS X

West Bengal and in polies

I wanted to hand aver th
to her personally on el
these sgmatoried. Hawewnm
not allowed an interview Wl
Gandhi. 1 waited for o
till we were called to the'ss
the Private Secrdtary who s
that the Prime Minister Wil
see me. In frong of us &
away in her car and T was'com
o leave everyrhing with thell
Secrelary, perhaps to. be il
o the wastepaper baskel

A Smilar  treatmen wa&}
out to us by the Wesy Beng :
Miinitdr, Mt Siddharthy S
Ray. At the height of the Gl
summnier. he kept us waiting far
ly hours outside his ol
in the Assemblp House. Wi
did call us in eventually, ht
us to send individual cases ofl
tical prisoners for the State G
ment’s consideration,

I collected a sufficient amou
documentation and then mudes
appeintment with Sei Subratd
kherjt who was then Home Migl
of West Bengal. On' the appolg
day and hour, 1 weached SHE
kherji's residence. Howeysn
Minister did mot keep his apns
ment with me—he went off 48
airport to catch a [flight 1o
Although he walked ouy in frang
me, he did not have the courtels
saying “sorry” for not ‘fL.tring-‘
his appofmtment. During 2 till
quent appointment, I was made
stand in the verandah of Sri Mill
il’s house,

This sort of behaviour is
ed contrasy (o that of Dr B, GRS
Pandit Nehrn, Lal Bahador SHSE
Dr Shyama Prasad Mookherjef g
Dr S. Radhakrishnan. All thesss
nent people displayed {nmpietll
couriesv during vdhe numerautis
pointments which they wete I
enough o ewve me. When 1 _
with a delegation to Pandit o
during the Assam languape yiote
1960, he preferred to stand Wi
the memblers of the delepaus
ladies) were given \chairs 1o e
I also remember the day 1 wenfyl
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I RO sk hus help in the pre-

alice @ o0 ol the ranster of  women
r the app ' ]':riwnus 10 the Andamans.
behelf off (i m‘dy sent off a telegram
vever, | nile B Andrews wnd L aly ]anmn
ew with ME u af the Bonga) Crn'emul)

tWo i
O I|
forlel
v wolld
us i !
as cOrm peliss
the I'f
= Lhrowih il

gitl) of the poet’s endeavonr (ag
thay of G F. Andre ws)
galitical  prisoners
D e Andlamans,
BRI oW iving in a supposed-
iy s Yy there are  fow
O pratest against the primi.
Qe |)('i|1_=.{ inflicted on o
oL, saners o West Beneal to
t OWAS T ]J:rvc ) unnv lives been sacri-
Bengal CHEBESI the fisht suainst the British
tha  SoNKEEEEM(E 40 India where such bar-
the CalcolSebehaviour soes on with
ing for g )
his chamib
When k
ly. he asks
ases of -I
fate ‘n_ \ |:

the Wo-

vho o

WEIe

im-
:

KALYANT BHATTACHAR]EF

f_\'\’m'k.l'!l‘yl Presiden.

dition for the Proiecrion

of Demoeratic Rights)

Caleira

t amotnt o
1 made W

A Lost Community

L e 1

Subiratin RSN mile, it 15 believed, once said
me Minlespine Bengal  thinks today, the
e aproiielEEnt India thinks  tomorrow.
wed  Sei ARIREEIE Rimmolon, Ramgdkrishna,
wever, (iERBands, Rabindranath  etc,
his .:[lmi i engals  and were pion.
C ofl o ehain irir respective [ieids, the
el it

' mu think they are superiox
fropg o1
. countesy nl Bingalis culiivated this  su-
fn\m'l x-. fmplex possibly because
o subseSlleRs of depeneration and decay
as made 18 fing i amongst (hem.  For
- Sri MuRhisssRied las nop thrown up any
BBl 8l India prominence, Even
Canlliii  was the
Bl the country and  Nehru
el of the young Indians
lis did not accept them as
eIs Bl all the same they
'_'t B produce any one jaccept-
lhe whole country. Gradu-
heeame isolated.

1
ng

190 e
ol R R
oy Shastel
kherjee Sniapn
I thege 'em #15

i peccstl
Jedlaageli i |
were i

accenied

e T aven gmpotence of the Bengalis
mdit Nehn glening alwr independence.
ace  TiON o |';-'|| 1947 Wesy Benoal (or
taind gl pgal) was  diseriminated
Jegaton I ﬁj the Central Government

5 U Sig of V
v I went )
EMBER 10,

but we could never ga

1973
FR. M, TR

ther the courage to revolt, We
cried and - surrenddred for
gains, Thus we came to be known
as  permanent grumblers and the
authorities ar the Centre knew that
the leaders of West Bengal would be
satishied with crumbs from the table
How the entire commus-

ity clear

just
smeall

llch;l.\u!

tan hecome was during

the recent Pujas. Wesy Bengal is pass-

WOISL @ver crisis
The country-

néar-lamine condition,
one reads of  starvation
of sucide due to hunecer, of
selling of children just for a
of food. Thousands ire

ing thnough the
independence.
side is in
Everyday

|1('.‘:[h\,

singe

morsel
coming (0
d[(lllll in the hope of living: we
see Lhem begging in
mg from door
in raillway stations, During thd
Puja could escape ghe hun-
gry cries of hundreds for a chapati
handful of rice, the sighy ol
children in tattered clothes and hun-
gry hands the heaps ol
garbage if any. Prices are
reach- of nog only the
hungry but even of people of
moderate means. The powyer crisis
was acu'e and production in a large
number ol industries was

stregts, g0
huddling

o door

i
nobody
ar a
scrounging

[:‘JI‘ f{_;m_l.
beyond tha

affected,

Educated and uneducated unemploy-

ment
cent ol -the
poverty line,
tion one’ could expecy the
i be conducted in an austere
manner and the money thus saved
utilised for some humanitarian pur-
pose. The abundance of illumina-
lion. the cost of decorations and (he
pompous. immersion processions be-
trayed: the callous unconcern of the
The vulgarity was all
the more sickening because the or-
ganisers mostly youths, It was
the youths who were drunk and made
obscené gestures in the Tmmersion
processions, They competed with
one another in the matter of illumi-
nation and decobration. it
that the degeneration of the Bengalis
15 complete and there is hardly any
signi of redemption.

Is at its peak. Sevenily per

preople are below the

Pujas

Oiganisers.

Were

Roy
Calcutta

In such a critical situa-

The Pujas

There was a time when it was a
malter nf meer friends
and relations on the eve of and dur-
Ing celébrations of Durga Puja,
Saraswati Puja, Kali Puja ete. We
exchanged idea%, and renewesdl our
friendship. But what is happeiiug
todiey 7 Young
daoor to door collecting subscriptions
by threats and intimidation, People
[ear them, I have seen
how petty traders on streets are forc-
ed 1o pay their meagre earn-
ings. It is tune to rescue religion
from ¢he hands ol these anti-secials.
They have the least respect for reli-
g1oT manner
The man-
the stress being
and the

Hindi

rejoicing 1o

people po  from

Lo 1]]‘4.!1]”_;(;

[rom

in the
the pujas are performed.

net is

as 15 evident

anti-religious,
on decorations, lights
playing at random of lghy
songs. It I8 difficult to understand
whether @t is a puja or an exhibi-
tion. The use of mikes for days and

Fiven

nights even after the pujas are

over by objec-
the
'.I\}!" "Il[

There 15 no doubt

18 intoleralble, any

tnon ensures further torture,

police remaining neutral. L:

rupees are spent.

that the ruling class and the admi-

nistration are patrons of such pujas
They want to misguide and corrupt

and corrode the younger section,

trying to make them forget their

grievances and aspirations. Isn'p it

time the young people realised how
they are usd for evil designs and
political gambles ?

S. CHATTERJEE

Calcutta

is clear!
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Defend Prisoners

The Legal Aid Committee has been coming from all democratically-

organised 10 defend all those who are
being victimised for holding politi-
cal heliefs dissimilar to those of the
party in power. Our object iy ta
delend such cases irrespective of the

political ideology of the victims.

There: are thousands. of de-

fEnus and -undertrial }'I}.‘}OIIUS in

West  Bengal only, Innumerable
tases have been pending since 1968-
69. Despite reminders the police are
reluctant to submit chargesheets and
bail is being opposed stubbornly. If
one ia granted bail he is tagged to
some other cases. Thus the prison-
ers are virtually denied any defence.
The overwhelming majority of those
who had to be reléeased after ithe
Supreme Court struck down Section
I7A of the MISA, were immediately

re-arrested.

There is great need to expand our
work and the task before us is huge.
We can hope to tackle it adequately

only if greater co-operation is forth-

minded people not only in this State
but in the whole of India,
We appeal to all democratic peo-

ple :

To contribute generously to this
Committee ;

—]ﬂ (lJl!IEHllnilillf‘ 1o us ?l]] cases
of political victimization in
need of legal aid,

Cheques drawn in €avour of Bina
Baneriee may be seny to either of
the addresses given below; money
orders, cash and communications 10
the office (2).

Bina Danerjee

Account No, 10816

United Bank of India,

Sealdah Branch,

98, Acharya Prafulla Chandra
Roy Road,

Calcutta Y,

Jayasree Rana

Legal Aid Committee

11, Old Post Office Street,
Third Floor,

Calcutta-1.

Visiting hours: 4-30 p.m. 1o
6-50 p.m. on weekdays (bat-
ving holidays).

————




