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THE BEAR’S SHARE

HE Asian Colledtive Security idea of Mr Brezhnev. s becoming some-
thing like the idea of God—it is very vague, very vast, very
meaningless and very ominow. Like the word, God, which may mean
many things to many people, rom Biahma w  gtom.  Asian Colles
tive Securily may mean o multiple of things. Mir Brezhnev thinks, or
at leadt his spokesman Mr Zamyatin wanits us to believe that he thinks
o, thyt it is nothing but u gradual development of ries liased on  the
principles of peacelul co-existence. I jt were yeally so, Mr Brezhney
should have been equally engrossed  with  Alfricin ~ Collective
Security. pr South American Collective  Secufitv, deveiopmeny of ties
being a very moble ddea which should ger a global currency. But
M Brezhnev italks of this only withh reference o Asia. Nt for!
nathing, therelore, one of the documents signed during the Brezhney
tour has become thoroughly suspedt. ‘The document relates to a new
consular comvention which may define the terms on which facilities at
Indlian ports will be made available to Sovier ships. The American ships
are making 5 dash towards the TIndian Ocean—mavbe through! detente,
the Amercans Eknow better.

Indo-Soviet co-operation i economic planning began two decades
ago, with # bang it was supposed 1o prove, among other things, that
soicialiym was obtainable hy peaceful means and  edonomic compeli-
tiom, The slogan  wads, the Soviet aid  wodld enfleeble ' private
capital. The slogan was. India would achieve self-reliance through
socialist pid and thus our of gratitude veer to socinlism. The matier
of the fact s, Soviet afd has produced a mess everywhere, Textiles
and wagons showed that the Russians meant business and nog socialism,
And about the gronommv of India. the dess said the better. The latest
hndines of the Churman of Weight and Measives Commission :
defective weights have produced in the last five years Rs. 9000 croves
of black money. Undeterred. Mr Brezhney has sioned a 1h-year trealy,
mowving inte more vital sectors of the economy.

Mr Brezhhev was a guesy in thik counfrv and for decency's sake
had o say thay India had won place of prestige in the world. The

Jeader of the country, which has the lowes; per capita  income, |owest

mitake of ealories and total bankruptey in economic planning, however,




took the complimemt ap face value.
Fhiv new Alice m Wonderland be-
ilieves: whay she wants to believe or
whit it suils her to believe. How-
ever, the sights she is seeing these
'.I...y\ ArE not very wholesome, the
rags bumsting at every semm. and the
Opposition  getting 2 handle
mitny for  attack. O course the
kufight has come in the form of M
Brezhney has  been reported
s have siid to Mr Madbhu Limaye
that India now can dispense with
the Opposition  parties who
stunbling Dlock against the mipport
the i the
lll-u.plr ] Thas 4-[1':1|r_'_i!
hint Jor the CP1 w take s ¢and—
by will the other partics be equal-
ly obliging
All said and
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Spelt out in more spe-
cifit the treaty will reveal
how much more India would have
to vely on loreien aid, to offer which
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Massive Protest
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I'he the
intolerably anti-pegple inllzgionary
pdlicy of the Government locally cul-
mimeting in the sharp rise in busfares
Ferinchs the 1966 food
yeiment, should be realised
this N essence Mo
vement, A\ rise alone
would gt have cavsed such an up-

wave of protest agalnst

mo-
that

one ol

It
is

Lo lood

i bus-fares

samgee; 00 0 a0 culminanive  pro-

gdhuct of 2 l'”-".l |nb|1n1 ] (_"-;ll-ll'ri.l.(l
ton aud deceit, Coming on wop ol
the erwibing rise 1n the prices of all

ull
busilane

and COmMMon

the

vital  loodstartks

gonsmer  goods, rite
causea the long \||]-|_|"l'-“-t‘-1 Fury of
the pauperised people 1o boil over.
IS0,

Thoueh roused by a pavticicha
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slyow
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this & a general protest against the
sweet-tongued
exploiters.
Also, as in 1966, the suffermg
masses, regardless of their loose party
affilizgtions, joined in ‘the massive
pwotest. Breaking through ‘the
senseless party sireants
youwthiul cadves joined hands wilth
the masses in launching a vigorous
protest that threw the ruling: lasses
angd ther fitde
confusion on  Monday—thy
the total transport. paralysis:
or

and

cordons, ol

day of
L
Ly shoot, to nr
L0 (althengh several fathi
charges didd (ake place), Even tlu
different ‘winges ol the Chhatra Pan-
virtuol de-

Lhe

not drrest

nol arresi

loryard,
IIT;JHI_L),H' 3)|
wa which they belong, to
inti-people
Evon

shad camy i

fiance ol 1he rul
ing party
protesy  aguin
measures the Governmerit.
the augudy commandment Wff Con
orods Presidenit Arun Mafira,  casl-
img upon the Parishad 1o the
anti-fare rise agitation has gone un-
thougzh,
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heeded. Tt would =eem s
despite the cautious muddlemanship
of the ordinary ‘polgtical

workers are ag (long last coming 'o

leadiers.

understand the baste distinction be-
the exploiter and the  ex-
Yer another promising fea-
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ple had
their own aftes lead
had i ullal
me the movemeng all
their militans cadres arrested threugh
the fiour preceding days ¢f Gandhian
agitation. Butr while on thay occe-
wome Chhatra Parishad i
Coneress dlements had ivied
Bandh U1

reality  has

areat
i
hy

Cin
having
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Youth
Fesing
dtarker economi
ly brought them euy together,

\ U(JII'\])'!':!I_\ o byeak phis NEw-
however, is

ATi-

Ly itle i the

Lok oy~

grown unity of people,
alveady afpot,  The Trmspor
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mister whe hak beep ur!
into day over the |asr ey
over the tadio on Mol
noon thag ‘the pt"a('ufu] it
agiation started by thitl
vouth had come o itaks
turn (though none saw g
anywhere because of S
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multiple jcold-blooded
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Das Muonshi, M.P.
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Left cadres, Ll into this ySies
orap and dissooats ”H‘Jll.ﬂ"\_
thie aggrieved  masvels wiinie
they had o eagerly supporil
the (mvistble) Leflg leadens
another of their long-pracuisss
miostatic responses and idyies
tical™ retreat as the heip S0
ting the !-t’t?!-_ll' lown ;IEU.‘.I!'II
I]!I‘.ln ony Opr will
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ing in the face of reactioniiy
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Cone  November and 2l
economic problems would ._
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would wrrive the  markets
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Ast Tew g y
Monday s Y seems (o failed
aful ary i) ke the  muychadvertised ap
v the (COnmRERRREte; rvidently the hoarders and
y ake DU Rlrtkeeers have of
any ViR iproved e orgynuisaltion
[ the gty phut they ¢an now <¢on
he Laith e hundle 1 cop wliich by all
hered. ottt s b been of a good. enough
fire to R They cin alwitys rely o bank
o Gl _'. 0 supplement their  bluck
led s _. hoatehs 10 Yake cave of the
fo e fuiies :‘f' hazanls  involved in such
wratict) s Vi . Food in Indiax is an ideal
¢ Minioer R in  miking money, and the
e ot ME flan s tow all the more strong
Chihatea Tl Hhe Government by (s re-
leaders 34 s erd has mude it
|r!|1n|m|_,-i"g h ﬂl‘.’i”ll‘l' miends nor 18 com-
Atration of 8 0 mterlore in such a right
vhe  moveimmmmiton,  After all,  the im-
R thing 15 1o keep mp the
‘\11- ™" v 1":"\-!' lhill l[ll" (trn‘l‘rl]_ltleftu’
ko reprads gl out to wsher o sociallsm
coniiae radically change the
jve of the economy, And this
e done by (:(11|1|'}|;I~fll'\' procure-
lewy orders and ol those ela-
Bl nch advertised  parapherna-
111:- rest is easy. All that you
e do, like 2 Calcutta traflic
iun, 05 to move way Irom the
& spot and leave the partics
e thie soore.
Admetmes
e official spokesmen give up
Bl 1 confluse the dritiics
(ST - ftine  dressed-up statistics,
Wi cfiter  Teaig fen. it eould bBe embarrassing,
(his meew ERMD Dharia, the Union Minis-
ove more ol Siate o Planning, must have
otionary b when e had o give in the
B Siblia the per cipita consump-
¢ h\}!ﬁ ol ithe noorest sections, As
Minister, and more so as o
Iy eonnected 'with planning,
i ie argnstomed to talking in
L wl crores aid mallions of
e il 5o if he got rather mess-
ip aver the sums which hardly
o two dicids, he should be
But e should not have
far he was giving anly
ace, il B figures.  Anyway, he con-
TGS D il more  up-to-date ones
pened T'ha nld becos available only some
Bliier.  But pray, Mr Dharig,
pu kindly explain how then

ligve

lulfe  so
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v 1 Lo Tos clasy
in boea Kot
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the Planning Commission  keeps on
oyving out all sorts of hgures ol the
income «f the decible,
recy.  even (o second
PO

were !

lowest cOl
the diegromnl
And how revealinge: the houres

Ihe monthily per capita oon

-~|.':|||'g.:-1'.iuil {.',\[JL‘H'.“.IIII'(: of the noor

ost classes ¢ame to Ry 1054 in rural
ateas and Rs. 1295 Gn

i 196768 l']h.’) waork
paise and a ljttle jover 40 prlise W
day the

‘.F!iji['tl At
our Lo ih
respectively.  Presumalbly

sittrallion st have tirmed worse

ruingcway
Byl

what Ds |1:-|:'[-4,--|4-L1 to all those No

since then because ol Lhe

inflation ol the past  momiths

vember promiees ;

Amnesty

. number of “collaborators”
are being released from Bangladesh
jails, including the former CGoverner,
Mr Milik, by Sheikh Mujibar Rah
Some of them were garland
Not all of the
thiy Pakis
the
present regime were rounded wp on

than,
e as they came oul
Hreed wittlh
tan  Government ; opponents ol

collaborated

VATIOUS In‘f’hrx{v—.l}u.’!'t' was a lime
when -[ugnlsic who had noy takon
shelter in India were suspect,

The motives behind the amnesty
are not clear. Hunwanity? Human be-
for this
the

the

ingr power are not famous
quality days. Perhaps
Sheikh  thought—on the eve of
union eleciions—ithay those who had
helped the established aulthority will
collaborate  with him They
will perhaps further bolster the three-
party alliance in mecting the chal-
who have taken
areas of Ban
“gollabor alors™
the
not

these

T1OW.

“gxtremists”
w;uuu:rul
gladesh. That ‘the
are being released shows ‘that
“AMuslim Bengdl” movemenit is
much of a tha't |31'<'ri');!2j;t1‘ulu
it is somelimesd a cover fon

against the leftises, How-
there no indicatons of a
wide upsurge agamist the Awami
[.eacue at ‘the moment,

lenwe: ol
toe @rms in

force
mbou't
action
ever. are
Prices are
skyhigh but the countryside, though
orcaning in  mdiery, s nat Tising,

(9117

laving .«

theory is thi i
fne  tinic
prices wf their products are fetching
The lot of the over 3 million landleés
taken inio
an this section ¢l the

Bangladesh Maoists
!n”'- ]1..\\ tev e

them in.

Fariners. are

Deciee. al Bl

labourers is nor  beipe
accounit, T is
poor that il

will be

emplieg] to

QR thing,

take

The Greeks’ Mistortune

PMresudent Georou Papadaopoulos
the e
hers of the military juita who cons
pired with him
ol King: Constantine i April 1967
Soon gfter the coup General Pupade
| FTIEERET
he proposed 100 run

Tor i ]rl']ili(l

Wk l!\'t"l‘!ilr".ll\'ll IF\ SAlme

o end the resime

poulos gave a fair idea 1o

complices how
the
of six arad a half years he played s
carrds quite deftly \
d System ol pLoor

affairs of Greece.
weries of o

ctal transfers and
ous surveillance did not permip the
growth of a c¢oherent opposiion
within the army. Another
thar helped the General fo remain 1o
was an exceptional
io the suyp
and munificance he received
the Americans and the LEuto-

I'he sin for which he paid

ot
power 50 long
economic boom, thanks
|}I}I|

firom
|‘rf‘3l!]‘|.
ihe heayy price was his promis¢ o
o 1974
introduce a demacracy af conyenienc
and ithe immediate redson  for
overthrow the student revolll
Licutenant-General Phaidon Gizikis,
commander of the First Army group,
the new

held elecuons n in ordey 1o
his

Wis

has been  swopn in as
President. It is; however, well known
that the real powerful man in the
Brigadier Demetrio:
ANt - COIMLInEs

Geners|
mentralise

new set-up I
fonnidis, the
vhief of the Military Police,
1o

strong
Papadopoulos could
the power 0l Bricaclier Tonnidis, ‘o
he was not inclined to gecept a poli
tical assienment, The new militars
rulers said that the deviapiem of ‘the

Pypadopoulos regime from the ob.
1967 "revolution™

The

jectives - of the

compelled them to intervene.




formey Presidlent was accused of tak-
ng ‘the nation back o “the same
forms and habits” which made the
armed forces revolt in 1967. It was
further said that Papadopoulos’s ob-
jective was to deflegr the army from
their national mission and wvse them
for an electoral rravesty in order to
humiliate the people. The army
everywhere fis allergic to any move
towards democratiddtion  and ‘the
Greck generals were panticularly re-
sentful of Papalopoulos' idea
ulu:!s':-rlcmncmcy where they had no
role to play. Papalopoulos. however,
wanted to reign supreme till 1967
when the firs ‘presidential  election
was scheduled under the Constitution.
The divilian Govermment headed by
Markezinis wanted 'to win 'the con-
fidence of those wha did not accept
the 1967 coup or its results. It pro-
mustd the people a free election but
warned them at the same time of the
danger that might follow if its efforts
to vestore democracy came nou-
ght. The studants would, however,
have nothing to do with the sort of
democracy Papadopoulos had in
wind. They wanted the immediate
restoration of people’s sovereign
rights, freedom of the Press and othe
muass media and rights of trade uni-
ons and political par'ties. Bur it
was just not possible to reconcile the
dictatorial prerogatives that the
Constitution gave to the President
with the students’ aspiration for li-
berty. The workers and students
had a real taste of the liberdlisation
medsures when more than a hundred
of them were Killed by 'the army.
Brigadier Tonnidis took advantage of the
confused situation to ease out the
President. The Pres muzzled
under the Papadopoulos regime and
lonnidis told the publishers that they
were free to publish or moy publish
their newspapers bur #f they did
they would have to sulpiporit the
new Government. It will not; there-
fore, be easy to know whay the ge-
nerals do not want to tell the
world, What the world knows af
the moment i that the Nevember
coup is another misfortune for the
Greeks.
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View from Delhi

The Party Is Cover 7

From A PoLITICAL
(CORRESPONDENT

HE Santa Claus from Moscow

came and went and sunshine has
been restored to the hearts of 2ll those
trafficking in public credulity.  The
party is over. On the balance the
CPI seems to zhve lost on the swing
what it gained on the roundabout.

For the first time in Indo-Soviet re-.
lations, the Congress party in India
was singled out for fulsome praise.
When' the CPI delegation mey Mr
Brezhnev, this became an issue flor
discussion. When the CPI spokesmen
drew (the Commiisar’s Attention 1%
the discomfiture his Red Fort speech
had caused them, Mr Brezhnev snap-
ped. back to question 'the utility
or the rélevance of strikes and agita-
tions in a developing economy and
pulledl them for their obsessive fears
about the growth of monopolies.
Iranically, even when Mr Breziiney
was holding his summit with Dr S,
D. Sharma, the Prime Mimsler was
vather apologetically justifying to the
Congress Parliamentary Party execu-
tive the grant of expansion licences
lo the big business houses (most of
them multi-national corporations)
e Ly down on lI'I'l.i)[')Ii\ J'Iﬂll'[‘\l for-
cign exchange scancity. There s
little doubt that the Sovidt party
will do business with the Coneress
party without the mediation of the
CPL. 1t is not needed any more.
The CPPs credibibity as an opposi-
tion panty will be eroded further,
Mr Brezhnev's homilies to Mr Madhu
Limaye on ‘the redundance of Op-
positton in Indiz ft in well with
Mrs Gandhis hesig thalt all the
Opposition parties save the CPI are
interlopers  and  therefore had no
right to exist.

What is the upshot of the visit ?
1t deemed to have been med to

provide the utmost demonstration effect.

to proclaim o ‘the world tha the

Soviet Union was still the &on
force in the South Asian s
nenit dnd Indo-Soviet relatiog
not soured since the 1971 e
five documents signed i
pressive on paper, :houdh
came through ‘the ecouorma'
ments ¢could have been got I
without the formalities. 1l
year agreement at best instill
lises or formalises an existing!
pion. It iy \clear thay meS
Union will underwrite the
in New Delhi wihether if i§
gentre or might -of - cenire ug
rightist, ~ Mr Brezhnev coulif
lless for ideology. HEW
for the Congress party and the
gramme amournts to endorseu
tne Congress party, its leides
and 1ts non-ideclogy. The (il
be oblized to bring its own (i
in focus with the Soviet lé
and jrstify
rank and fle.
are beginning.
The ruling classes have jo
their options in relation (o€
it would seem. The China issusl
them a leverage with the
dership even yfter ¢he cold wal
ended. Every time the need U
down Sovier arms to Pakistan'
secure MmMore arms for India wil
fhese alasses asserted their restli
make their China policy “He
The gptions were closed jind
with the signing of the Indos
treaty and now one hears INTNN
Delhi the talk that mrr_ﬂm.lismi'
latfons with China
and Soviet
more important. Even "selfd
needs o be underwritten Tyt
super-power the other,
United States 15 keen on imps
relations with India, in the d
spirit and Mrs Gandhi has l8
old apprehensions and reeni
about the super-power detente,
joint declaration in New Dell:l‘
this clear, Mr Brezhnev has Succe
in persuading her to belitvel
the detente will do India
India should go along with thess
powers. As a sop forill
susceptibilities, the Asian ol
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e Soviet

gl o ahesid with the plm with-

; Aerttion
8 tut Me Brezhiey chose to attack

owilRlaanels Titked

1
N . Biree with

& ¥ foteive me.
SRah Narayan Mishra.

d e

fy plan was net mentioned in
(leglaration but the gap
gn thie Two countries on this
b all buy disappeared.

diplomatic offensive for
ncs Of Asian countries 1o
i iy socurity plan might take
flur ot the end of the New Delhi
it was claec that the Soviets

1

1

Wliinese participation. Pious de- |
linoe fhat the plan is pot aimed :
b my counyy are mtched by
Eniieions of China, The Delhi
made mno reference 10

i in his Red Fort speech when
relerred to those allegedly intez-
foe In India’s internal affairs. Even
Tndien Government has not charg-
Ching with such interference,

"'nﬁ'_- yisrl Wis A spectactlar show,
fydie Russinns behaving like second-
Americans setting up colour TV
vy the satellite and the

fo domonsirats to poor Incdians
fal thoy do matter in (he super-power
St Mr Beczhney scems to have
Bt vy vosy pictire . of Indials
gonomy and would mnot agree with
b B 1imava who had 5 differ-
yletire Lo painf. well, Mr Brazh-
Wy not agree cven with the CPI's
emilations or assessment of the ¢lass
Bhteweter of Mrs Gandhi's CGovern-

)i presa coverage Of the visit was
Who whole wel! “managed” and the
Ben cheef could call an Indran jour-
“incompetzat’” because he did
15 -correspondent’s in-
ntian ol the ks,

SWhlis on the press, hote 18
e (e Lok Sabha records:
My friends from the Press Gallery
I am.talking about
Every time.
am 1old, he goes dbroad, he gets
'I,-- waiches, suit lengt! For
fine covernTe in {he newpapers he
by journalists for dinner and arti-
iput 1m ypecial  envelopes
pen o Wem,  Those envelopes
Ntim sometling  Mr  (Chavan
Wl with every day. .fmance. Shri
IR, should ywelcome enquiry to le

-

L |

quote

12 ale.

e, on November 21.
December
WOEMBER R, 1975

prisons, parti
gal, has heen

jails has taken
under the

Covernment,
of hundreds of prisoners.

b same out.. . Mr Jyotirmoy Bosu :
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Study Of A Jail—I

By A Group OF REPORTERS

OR the laft three or four years

shooting  prisoners dead in

ure of the atdmingstration in fthis et ofx} i 1

I n ! g acter 1= T o Class 1 4 Couniy

ouniry, While this sort of thing ‘ By o ,'“"’

! . s where such monstrosities. caly axidy As
pok place only once during British e

' alzo the character of ihe Feftist op

“National Democratic’

This is ¢me aspert of the matte

The other aspect relates to the comn-

ditions, #v which thousands of Pr
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daily receive.
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after
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nt they
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like, “Why are you putiing so much
oil @n that (oilless) curry? I will
make them ill. Can dogs digest ghee?”
The substances in question are, of
course, duly transferred to the quar-
ters of (those who can very well digest
them.

Opposite the Chowka you will find
a large aowed gathered around two
water-taps aruggling  to get water
for drinking and bathing, Espeacialls
i summer it is excesdingly difficult
to get more than four mugs of bath
me water. All of 3 sudden you will
ser two or lthree persons in convict's
uniform arriving with a huge drum
which they start filling, quietly shov-
ing everyone off. No complaint &
posdible Dbecause the water in #he
drinm  is needed for the “25th De-
gree’’ conwvicts, ie, those notorious
convict agents (chamchas n jul
parlance) with whose aid the autho-
rifies run the prizon. (More on this
“26th Degree" later). Anyway, the
result is that the entire presure des-
eends on the remafming tap. Maybe,
juit then two more such people car-
rying a huge bucket get hold of the
other tap this time 0 secure witer
for the “Tamadar Sazbh" and the se-
poys. Complaints would be equally
futile All have to stand by help.
letsly until the drum and the bucket
have been filed. Within a few minu-
f25 again turn up people from the
Milk Department with huge empty
cans Everyone knows what' this
water is for—to be pug into the milk.
Yer they feel grateful in a way that
they are taking fresh water from the
tap rather than getting it from some
dinty diich.

“Tenth Degree”

The way to the godown 'passes by
the Kitchen and alongside it is a
huge filthy drain down whidh all the
fire from the prison flows. Right
upon it stand the punitive cells—the
“Tenth Degree". These cells admit
neither hight mor aw and each has a
single wventilator opening rizht on
fthe gtinking drain.  Five of ithese
cells are snhabited by prisoners suf-
ffiering from leprosy while in the
other five “dangerous” and “obsn-

nate" priisoners are kept by way of

punishment. Ir is in one of these
that the Naxallte leader Jan.
gal Santal is ap present being forced
fo pass his days. There are 44 more
ordinary cells in amother part of the
Jail and they are not much bet'er
than the puniive cells.

Accommedation and SanRation

Turning West from the Chawka
one comes across alter i coupls of
minutes’ walk, a long ‘two.storyed
building divided mnto wards—the
“rosidendgs” of conviglts aid
trial prisomers and “without trial™
In each noom RO o 100
prioners are kept confined; at
times many more, (In [971 more
than 250 people used to be packed
at times in each)) At such times
there is ll;n'dly room enongh for all
even to sit on the fnor. Besides,
there is 3 huee hall known as “Dari-
hazst" or “Darie® im which about
850 people are forced to live. In
1971 near about %00 prisoners nsed
to be forced it. Presidency
Jail has an official capacity of 2000
priseners, In 1971 nearly 4000 peo-
ple used to be kept there.

All the wards are lacked up for
the night at 530 pm. (earlier in
winter, and from then till 6 in the
merning the hundred or more peos
ple inside urinate (within the room)
at a2 windowside drain . For defeca-
tion during the night there is a b,
practically exppred to view, set in
a coner in each yoom. The terri-
ble allnvght stink is stifling, Stink-
ing drains run immediately outside
the walls of each room. DBesides, the
entire  Jail premies of
clumps of bushes, filthy open drains
and broken old crsternis full of
dinty stagnanit water, rendering them
a perfect breeding ground for flies
and moiquitoes. These piests ren-
der the lives of the prisoners into-
lerable by night and by day.

A prisoner 15 taken to his parti-
cular ward the day after he arrives.
There he gets from the “Mate”, Le,
Ward-in.Charge (a :cnrwiﬂ} a
couple of blankets, an aluminium

plate and a bowl (manufactured in

under-

detenus.

ito

are 'Tull

the Jail). It fs of conrss &l
in the “Darihazat™; thin ®
can be had unless one an
it. (More anon on this
ment” business.)

The dovrs of the wirds il
at 6 am. for two Thous s
prisoners, (o brosh their el
answer calls of naturé SesNg
of courtyard i attached 10 tHa
of every ward (which also S o
the vpper storey. On ong 11
it are the latrined, each Shonges
feer wide, the partition wallii

.

B uir.
' e 0
Wil
bl o
Vel
T«

about 24 feer high, Thea o,
are nefither of the service NoFS el

sanitary variety, They are ¢
only once in 24 hours, ap b
am, The resalt is that theysh
most alli the time heaped uph

Wit

e
BE o
-‘tl it i

excrerpent,  rendering theme Bhr A1
their awful stink  and the DR 21w
of fies, '_:'.'.l':w']ir::H'_.' |n‘|:lpl1n -ll "]'.r
There is a water-tap and a l s1icx
for every two wards, ‘Thei

are mos'ly damazed  ond umil vy
and the taps pgar clogwed i}
ofte. When  working. the

yield the merest (rickle of Sa 1 ¢
and 150 1o 200 prisoners josle iz
ficht each no'her in (rying (oSSENles o
water for bathine, wirhing ERSEEEENTT (5
and utensils, for drinking o aof
latrine, efc. ap that slentler SOUNERERT tlic
'Many resort to the taps JESEEEES -n
‘Chowka because the Mow 55 IERSEEE] <t
there; bt the difficuliies s 7% 1
have already been deseribhed perkly
top of all this the great itk !
the SEPOYS (s‘.'.‘ﬂ';‘e‘:r’s_\_. often hi‘ C 1 en

indiscriminately with their SRR |1

to “prezerve law and orderSS 'l_ |
'times: the sepoys jux order the
prisoners not to go to the Gl sokr:

taps, reculline in a terrihle .|' DT

the raps in the wards, Then, 1 e o
often, it is not possible ey [ halo
one's drinkine watar, nop to Sl v
of bathing. Only if the seposy el
be effectively bribed with tea Gt

rettes, €tc. <an the prisones e hi
permission again t0 2o to) the G 11
ka taps. Bribine also hetomes il o
luftely necessary if, finding (he s tile.
lorted  Intnines clopwed ysth IR i o
ane wishes to  wse 3 letring I e

The wards SO0

neighbouring ward.
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nG things
Narna e

tup at 8 am., opening again
giber 1030 and cloced agasn at
B They are opened for the

IanasEene ot 3 pom. and locked up
e piighe vt 5<30 (5 pm. or

€ QSEaNNeirlier in winer).

enabile ._I Be yparde, especially the g:-'jund

t, Duthes Booms, admit very little light

"\. BN To make matters worse,
e ron ) Bire buffle-walls before most of
”;‘rf' fog pildows, The moms are dark
side of S Ihmp all' the time. The walls
Oy DNSRE (lie upper rooms  remain
o Detogird o ko | throughout the rainy
i"[fi“ g and on the ground floor
r of tNEMENY weps into the blankets
cleansil wive as hed:. Licht'ng or-
about USSEERenl: 3t night are even worse
v are alEE O the liuse rooms (averaging

up t;1 B S0 ft ¢ 25 [eet) are lip by
1, W?_ Azt lamps of which some
SwarmSsEEERlvat ot of ovder, somectimes
vachinh BNl e, Reading is oug of the

a cistenlRen; noching is visible clearly.
cisfornil

tnuSibleoSimsaraal Traffic

d oSS weird 1wilight go on the

e 1A N ihexiinl zctivities of the long-

W walehi ginvicts—which 3 under un-

ostle ANt rwistration from the awtho.

r o anill is one of the standing
r ClothsiRamsTs of their illégal income. This
tor U f of activity has been Foing on
er sourgs Juil for vears i @ folly plan-
al Sl orzanised way. The entire

s b BN, from 1he sepoyvs and jama-
(ht i} ;r{gh: up to the officers have
hed,  (Ipiu. §oot monthly arrangements
t arbiteriSERR e homosexual  criminals,

n hiy oulENiEy the new priscners arrive  in
veir TobhSSSee afternoon  these hardened

der',  ASSSMS eonvicls go out to inspect
rder ehellMEler  there are any  “bhalo
ie ChowkeSEetns" (“sood young men")

rush gt them, [f there are, bargain-
hen. quite (0 onge starts,  Thar ds.  this

-..,{-‘I-1 'n q.d
t 10 SpesiE
SePOYE C
bR, Cigas
OnETS e
the Ghelgs
comes gl .
1z thy 1
withy e
atring’ i .
'R\'LU'dS nf

lo chhokra” is put on auction,
i Seventy! One hundred!—the
jilling goes on. The unforrunate
mih is put in the ward in which
highes bidder lives. The helpn
" antl complaints of the boy
o deal ears, and prove qni'te
b the enlire staff in-
BlRE the officers have been ren
ol "Baralibar”, ie,, squared, with
—| “There is, of course, a rule
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designed to prevent this sorn of
atrocity—-for pu'ting the prisoners
under 18 years in a separate room
known as the *Youth File”. But
that paper regulation has mp effect
on the wiumphant running of this
racket.

Prisoners iln  entire wards often
have their sleep rudely disturbed by
‘the noise of the cruel beating in-
flicted on their viktims :'_1}r these ho
monsters and the pitiful
the victims. But anyone
daring to protest is sure to be beaten
mercilesily by the sepoys and jama-
dars next morning.

There are some “dangerous” §iri-
soners in many of ‘the wards whote
feet are kept chained erther with
“"danda-beri” or with “shikli-beri”
for three months or six months or
indefiniiely, =s the case may be.
But if you can make a cash arrange-
ment (“nagad karbar") with Ithe
jamadars and the officers, you can
ger vour chamns off immediately, On
the other hand, inability to pay may
resitlt in a prolongatiom of the pun-
ishment.

There is a standing alliance be-
tween contractors and the Jail au-
thiorities Yleading to enormour mu-
tual profh®. At intervals the con-
busy with repairing,
whitewashing and painting work.
Nething is done. "The whitewash
leaves the walls almost as
drab-looking as before. Plaster which
had been omly recemtly done and
wirich is in quife good condition is
taken off wtith greag pains amd new
plaster put on. This process nay
be repeated only three months later.
Another of the ways in which the
Jail authorities add w their income,

mosexual

aies of

Prisoners’ Food

Food ¢ drrved to 'the prisoners
thrice daily (i.e., usually). No
food is served at night. The meal
that is served at 5 or 5-30 p.m. im-
mediately before the wards are lock-
ed up 15 held 10 be ‘the meal for
the night,

Most of the days the prisoners get
boiled chlola (gram) for breakfasr;
without any trace of oil or spiges,

ar pmes withouy salt. Copiously
nvixed with the chhole are gravel,
dirt of a wide variety, including the
droppings of mice and cockroaches,
and dead worms. Ar times a kind
of thaxd, dry, unchewable muri is
served; on uther occasions z kind
of gtinking chira (chura) with a
proper admixture of dirt, gravel and
paddy grains. With 1t s given a
few drops of the coarfesy and filthi-
est molass, half of which is made up
of jute fbres and, of course, pure
earth. On some days is served the
famous lapsr, a nauvseating  haotehs
oich of boiled broken rice, wheat
and other cereald with a dash of
salt and (urmeric powder and all
sorts of dire. If the quantity is
found inadequate, a few buckets of
water are simply poured mto the
stuff, Yer, in a desparate bid to get
a litle more even of this filthy
broth, the hungry prisoners afmost
fight each other bgcause they had
their lasy meal 14 or 15 hours ago
—at 5 or 6 on the previous eveming.
Breakfast for Grade I classified
prisoners (MISA-B or Undertrial.l)
is supposed to consist of a slice of
brezd-and butter, a banana and tea.
The tea has a filthy tasle and a
stink which makes it pradtically un-
drinkable; the banana 1s either "un-
available” or, if available, is no
bigger than the human thumb; and
the butter provided could put out
a4 good sived fire, so Tull of watker
it @, Nop that good quality stuff
is not proyided but it 8
all transferred to the quarters of
the "good" people.

I'hen, av abour 12 noon or 12-50
comes the midday meal—supposed
to consist of rice, dal and curry,
But the quantity of rice is not
enough even to appease the hunger
of a ten-year-old chuld. The rice is
spiced with all the  usnal items—
paddy seeds, gravel, dead worms,
etc. Since the receng cut in the rice
ration; the quantity has further gone
down. The “rules” in this respect
provide that the cut in the rice is
to be made up with. potatoes or
some such stuff.  This rule is fol-
lowed by supplying two tiny pota

7




toes (one, if bigger) fo cach famish
ed prisoner. Of these potatoes most
are rolten; bup many of the despe.

rately hungry prisoners [can’t even
leave these off, and there i no dearth
of prisoners who are only oo eager

ito pabble down the rotten potatoes

discarded by others, The kalal dal
(pulte) served almosy evervday is of
incredibly  wrerched quality and
abounds in worms, gravel, excreta
of cockroaches and rats and cock-
roach's epgs.  The yegctables pro-
vided are the most wretched and
ratten available i the market. All
thisse stinking wegetables are put
into the curry with their rinds and
stems fintact: ‘the latter are supposed
to be part of the prisoners’ “diet”.
Fish and meap are supposed 1o be
wrved once a2 week each. These
often get dropped from the weekly
lit. When provided, the fish pieces
are of such a size thar a couple of
them (served 1o two people) could
be easily packed inside a match ba
The, quantity of “meat” seryeth §6°
a ‘person gels “los” Gf dgs :
from one bowl into andther In the
dal and ithe curry are som&times
found good-sized bils of high-protein
stuffi—hoiled cockroaches, They are
usually removed from the curry be-
fore being  brought 4o the wards.
(That 15 why one oltén finds dead
cockroaches ‘scattered abouy the
kitchen floor). ©On ogcasion when,
by oversight, the curries are brought
with ‘1le dead cockroches in them,
the prisoners refuse to  accept the
food, the swuff i simply taked bock
ta the Lkitchen, and after the cock-
roaches are removed, is brought back
as “fresh” stuff. Well, how is
possible to gook it all egain? And
supposing that is done, whay 15 the
guarantee that there won'; be cock-
roaches in that too?

In the late afternoon (but meant

For Frontier contact :
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for the night) @ served a meal of
thiree rofiis plus the same dal and
curry. Because of the recent cut in
the wheat ration the number of rotis
per head has cwome down to two,
The rotis are made of a mixtore of
besam, milo etc. with a litfle (wheat)
ata added. The paste for the roti
served in ‘the evening is prepared at
10 a.m. All stale leftovers are mix-
ed up with the fresh paste;, often
making the rotis Sdnk. Since the
reduction in the number rotis o sup-

plementary  item of beiled chhola,
gravel and dead worms is being
served.,

But even for this mormally inedi-
ble food the pritoners (at lesst the
great majority of them) tensely wait
like starved animal® in cages, Long
before the food arrmives they file up
with their plates and bowls in their
hands, Quite often the lordly sepoys
make abundant use of their lath's to
mainzin order.  But av this hour
not even the dreaded danda ¢on make
the pritoners budge an inch from the
food-1ine If, accidentally, there is
some dul left over,, there is a pitilul
scramble for 1it. The fortunate ones
who can get some extra dal instantly
drink vp the tasteles fil thy stufl.

There are days when the midday
meal arrves two or three or even
four lwours late. Unable to stand
the hunger some of the prisoners at
times go up to the Chowka to en-
quire, and receive a few Dblows
from the sepoys” dindas for their
pains. Then at 4 or 430 p.m. the
prisoners might find their midday
and evening meals arriving simulta-
neously. Extreme disarder prevails
as almost every ome of the starved
prisoners tries to get his food frst.
To add to the confusion, time is short
since, according to regulations, the
wards are 1o be locked up for the
night within half an hour or so. A

horrible, nerveracking chzos prevails.

The authorities are perfectly aware
of the natire of the food served in
the jail. Thar is why they take ut.
most care to seée that not a scrap of
prison food can be taken out of the
jails

(Ta be comtinyed)

The Communi
Movement In “-,_’
Germany—Il
HerprrT RHEINDOE

ROM among the old i
groups only the last tranill
forms still existed a& univ
nizations. The ideological
between the groups widensdiIR
yist. Anarcho-Syndicalise antis
Lentnisy lines emerged and i
often lasted for very [brie
Besides, there were tendenciesil
direction of the DEP and o'
KPDML. A national itleologicl
pute came afterwards; and
came it did so through and (@
with the struggle that was cops
with national rasks.
While the majority of thellk
frunden  (wage-scale disp o)
1970 ended in quick compms
withouy strike—as accepted i
trade union leadership—in 19
ger disputes and struggles wens
fn summer, during the strikeall
workers in the chemical industg
police—for the firt time '8
years—were hurled on Stk

In late autumn of the same this
workers in south Germany S Am
work over the metal workers S Xt

dispute, delying the trade i of
leadership. During the seconii of
of 1971, and especially on thals al
of the metal workers' wyge diplisp |
a number of propaganda § th
could for the first time agitate i

sively and were able o surcesy
and systematize the woksle '™
demands, § !

in these cases the questiongp I
was asked was: after and in S U

of acceptance by the trade it L
ders of power and reduced d '

vaice

v

as the basis for a position of gt '
tion, under what conditions GNe £
COmMmunist  organizations pROpESEE !
and maintain higher wage den 1

‘he number of foreign worki, '

the FRG is growrmg; they are lhe :
paid workers; in the sphere oliS
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m, thit i3 living quarters etc)
'I'ul'er especially severe exploita-
'Tluc Aliens Law—the right
,‘ Migsipline  forepn  workers—is
ecerned with preserving the
o lor ghe apitalists,.  Pro-
il was sey in motion in the

1unist i
n We' )
—II

EINDOR wof 1972 aga:n%: these Jaws
3 ﬂlup:u"n-_m which the DKP
old st e perticipate noquired its su-

after the in-
Olympic

pelevinee when,

a5t tratus N it .
at the Munich

Iniversiy

rical di e the Government started de-

‘deneds T fie countless Arabs. This cam-

9 and M i ended on October 8 with a

d and jndtialRREES demonstration of 10,000 peo-
brief peril Dortmaind.

ndencies.in g

and zlso of  wilh Vietnam
ileologieal @ alter solidarity with the
v and wh ¥ ol Indochina began 1o be

joote intensively propagated in
was concoriMieeentie FRG in view of the Ame-
CRRRE bombing and the approaching
ity of (he people, In many cities
phullises commirtees were formed

y of the

disputes
ccmp e i of solidarity with the
iccepted ByMRRRRIE of Indochina (solidarity that

jogmerely a record of sympthy for
giullering people bur solidarity
l.!ll people in their struggle for
Many

p—in 1970 I'
eules were
he strike @

al industeyi ponidince: and  progress) .
- tme 0 me Bl and also regional  demonstra-
on  SIrike were organized.  Building on
the same 3 b0 sharp reaction  againsg  the
ormany g it bombing before the New
I workers® B Was possible. The  suggestion
he trade @l tommunist groups for umity
the secnndl et and for organizing o nation-
Ity on the & Wnonstration 1 Born was  ac-
« wage dis The political substance of
paganda ¢ ‘Wemonstration was to be the
me agitaty ¢ gl for implementation of the
¢ 10 suCees aalng agreement and for ending
1ze the wol FRGY support for the US. and
Op January 14, 1973, 25,000
> guestion fith ¢hese slogans—demons-

Only the DKP and
did

an Bonn.

cl :ll'!t‘ i”l 3
enmincratic organizations

trade und

redaced '.Pﬂtﬂ: they maintamed that
sition of m & indispensable to preserve their
conditions Slogans: for peace which did
ations ‘g tm the basis of the Bonn de-

il tmtion. They thus showed that

rowage dem i
sreign worl ;Ml‘(- noy really prepared to
utéy are W tngether with communist
e sphere of bns  They staged their
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own demonstration in Dortmumd on
January 21 with about 20,000 people.

Another reason behind numerous
demonstrations and foundmg of com-
mitees In 1972 was the removal and
exclusion of so-called radicals f{rom
public service, Here public service
includes schools, universities. railways,
postal and health services etc. Pro-
fessars, teachers, hospital doctors and
many others are Beamte (avil ser-
vants). In these areas the bourge-
oisie very painstakingly saw Yo it
that the State continue to remain
unhampered as their instrument for
suppressing the people, Thus we
see acain and sgain waves of purges
in the public services; there were the
laws tor the reestablishmeny of the
elite cvil service, the decree
of the FRG Governmeng over parti-
cipation in politics of public servants
against the ‘fundamental democratic
principles’ of 1950, and also the “pri-
nciples on the question of anti-con-
stitutional elements within the pub-
lic services” evolved ony of the con-
ference of the chiof ministers of the
FRG in 1972

These purges have always
directed against gll democratic forces;
thus a teacher was fired because he
had written in a letter to his trade
union that resiStance fo undemocra-
tic laws 15 legitimate. This purging
is sharper in those provinces where
the SPD is in power than in those
where the CDU rules. The commu-
nists are being increasingly successful
in turning their struggle agains; pur-
ges into a fight for the abolition of
deprivationy m the public services
against the ban on strikes by civil
servants and against the planned ex-
tension of the same to all public
seTvamnits.

The trade union leadership during
1972.53, for instance over the wage
disputes of the metal workers, once
again settled for very small pay in-
creases. As a resulp of this the wrend
that had existed for several years—
namely a steady sinking of the real
wage--was allowed to continue. In
1978 all the instruments with which
the bourgeoisie suppresses the people
appeared with reneéwed vigour; com-

been

pulsion yowards greater labour inten-
in taxes and social deduc

Sity, risc

tions  (bealth, insurance  elc),
rise in prices ap an average rate of
Hr;'é-\—-‘.'ﬂr food items more than [|‘]1:-;;r

—, and such others. In early summer
some of the better paid workers—
nymely in the printing industry—
reacted with a strong sirike, Some-
thing else happened that astounded
the bourpcecisiec—in many factories
all over FRG the workers soruck
prior consent and
the union
leadership. The demand was for pay
rise at fsclory level (that is, for a
rise over and above a rise that could
be implemented only after a nation-
wide agreemeny berween the trade
wuons and the capitalists). The
most important roles were played by
workers in the large metal concems
—Hoesch, Manncsmann and Valks-
wagen;, bup there were equally big
sirikes in the smaller ones—Karrmann
{Osnabruck) , Harvster (Heidelberg),
John Dgere (Mannhejtm), Vulkan,
Werft (Bremen), Klockner (Bremen),

of
lrliit(f

without the

legatizing through

AEG (Ollenbiirg
This strike movemeny was of the
highesi importance because it was

clear that the strikes could nop have
materialized withouy the orpganized
participation of communisg cells and
because this was the firsg t'me that
communis oreanizations had the lea-
ding role. The [actory newspapers
of the communists were the organizers
and the mouthpiece of ¢he workers.
Here is a a new factor thay the bour-
peosie 'will have to deal with. The
answer of the capitalists was preme-
ditated, restrictions on the suspected
leaders of the movemeny (which how-
ever) were almost gll—under pressure
—mnullified). Expulsion from trade
unions also followed, The SPD orga-
nization in Bayern (Bavarmi) declar-
ed thar raking part in wild strikes i
ireconcilable with the conditions of
membership in the SPD.

Alongside the wage srutggles there
are numerous other movements
against house rents that are often ex-
orbitant, rises in tram fare, agiinst
legalizing abortion, against the ex-
treme moise of highways and military
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airfields, and also against Portuguese
colonialism, * By far the stronges; of
all these moyvemenis 15 in the univer-
sities; here, since around 1968, there
have been only a few student’s union
that are not under the conurol of pro-
gressive students, The struggle here
esults from the fact that the bour-
geoisie’s  “selfregulation  process”
cannoll  function together with
wide autonomy  for the wsiu-
dients ;  the  diudenis have a
geoisie together with wide au'onomy
ko0 critical position against the bour-
geosie for this to be successful, For
example, such autonomy means high
ineffective expenditures for the State;
such . autonomy would imply ‘thai,
say, a studeny can study one subject
for sometime and then change il he
desires; this, hewever, would mean
an utier wasfe of momey for the
State since the State is always looking
fior the best return for its investments.
'Fhus scienees hostile to the people
there be i the  universities.
The frtedom of criticism
ing lectures largely cunailed ;
even questions pug by students can
result in jail terms and rustication if
the professor concerned ‘feels that
such questions make iy impossible for
him to continue his lecture. He can
impose this punishmem whenever he
feels Iike it—for example, if he 15
forced into discutsions alien to the
contents ‘of his lecture. There have
recenly been instances of police be
ing posted around Tecture halls so
qhat the profescors in disselving their
lectures can — if they wish—point
out to the police those students they
with to see in jail,

All these strugoles that
the workers and the people in general
are eyver more on the pffensive be-
gause they are even more freeing them-
selves [rom all types of reactionnry
ideologies. However, the strugezles
are still scatitered, Although the com-
munists have succeeded in seizing the
leadership in a number of cases, the
communist programme of strugele is
noe rooled in the different movements
and therefore cannot unite the vari
ous movements. In so far as the
communists are successful in achiev:

mst
dur-

is

indicate
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ing this, they will also be able ¢o
bring about their owm unity and re-
organize themselves into a communist
party.

APPENDIX

The DRP

One mafm problem of the commu-
nists is their relation to the DEP.
The DKP has in ig a great many of
former of the banned KPD;
these elements are to be found espe-
cially outside the universities. They
constitute ghe core of the DKP, The
membership numbers 40,000, the
weekly newspaper of the party sells
30,000 copies, and in eleations the
party secures about 19, of the votes.
Espacially the stagnating number of
copies of the newspaper sold, and
the election results show ghat the
DKP is incapable of carrying ¢hrough
an independant political build-up
The DKP seldom criticizes the SPD
policies, mever ‘its Tole an the party
system and uncritically yields (0 SPD
trade uniomsts for the sake of “trade
union unity”. The party advacates
capital export in order to keep the
jobs of the workers seoure. ‘The
party offers iiself ¢o the people as a
kind df “betrer 'SPD"—somtth.hg
the masres, over and above the SPD,
do not need, No remarkable success
has 1ill now been rezistered by the
party; consequenitly the party finds
itselt 1 a2 delensive stance. In sum-
mer 1973 the strongest local branch
lefy the party. The DKP is: never-
theless strong in the universities,
where togeher with the focial demo-
crats they control a majority of the
student unions. ‘These SPD.DKP
coalitions concentrate in their pro-
grammes on a demand for participa
tion of students in the affairs ol the
university. The party’'s delensive
statice is shown by ifs general policy.
The party rules out the possibility
of any unity of action with the Mao-
ist groups, inspite of the fact prec
sely that such unity is seen ever more
frequen iy among progresiive organiza.
tions and communisg groups without
the DKP, (eg. Vietnam, the purges
in public service) .

cadres

Communisi Circles
To the left of
orent disunity Tiiles
thougl overcoming  ofi8
differences with) growing exp
is something that appedss @
within reach. In spile ¢f (he
city they receive anarchis
of no relevance, . Small A
Syndicalist groups are to be [olSiurs
Berlin, Franklurr and Munichl
Troskyist weak and el
lojing impontande; among :
Fourth International (Uniedi$
tariat) is the largest group, %

the 0l

: 3

e
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Marxist-Leniftist  organizationig
arly and increasingly doming

I. Communist Bund
Hamburg, Communist Werkenl
ration-Stuttgart and Workers LS
for Rebuilding the KPD—M
These are the thyee groups thag
te a certagin extent similay polid
and are in their vespetive el
relatively strong, For: thess v
the economic siruggle and thell
movement stay in ¢he foreg ol
Thus they have not always il
part in national demonstrationsy
Vietnam, Aliens Law ¢€te). TH
members. at times forego @ pibil
stance as communmnists: they prels
appear as dedicated trade umioHs
Some of hem often [ail to engalti
pardllel  independent  propisags
when participating in a unity 6b
tion with other groups.” In' i
politics they stress the danger ol
cism. . Some refuse propaganda
criticizing. the Sovier Union,
have apparently no plans or siSs
fioms for the unity of all' communisss
The ‘newspaper of the Hamb
group sells nearly 20,0007 copis
Noue of the groups is strong joil
universities,

2. Der Rommunistische = Big
Westdeutschlann ) KBW-—The Com

et
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munist League of West Gergupy)Sao'r

was founded in the summer of ;
having afrived at a programmes
a statte after Jong, public, il
cal debates Dbetween various
COMmmAtnist The
works in the trade unions onlis
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s programme, It
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8 unity of the masses.
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9 KPD.
e KD was formed i 1970
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) KPD is in no way conneq
he oll KPD. DBoth KPD ¢
of DML claim 10 be the vanguard of
" Bhe prolotariar in Germuny—
of fal iting he l(illR_ “Hence .{h:‘ I-"\I

. wollh : illni'l'r:-'i'l_lf the party agni
'I"hf:y . Sovier Linion. . :

the foundine

R pnt, alternative trode un
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pations: the KPDML wants
this putside
e the KPD—lor the tme
=Wthin the unions.
e sl very much at
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Biographical Note -
Calcutra, 1918 With
Simmla. 1924 His [ather
Penares alter retirement
to Intermediate at the Anglo-Ben-
gali to”e-:c, Allahad. Could
completz studies owing to the civil
disobedience movement. 1981-85
faipur School of Arts, stocod Ist Class
Ist, 1085-28 Madras Art Collese
where Debiprasad Raychoudhury was
Prmicipal. Paritosh Sen, Prodosh Das
Gupta, Kali Kinkar Ghose Dastidar
were his [ellow spudemits.  Stood st
Class 18t Toured India an cvcle,
1938 Return Caleutta Wrate
illustrated travelogue for Bang-
1839 Taushy at the B.T.
Depariment. Sroltish Churili College,
1945
Group,

1913 Born in

father Sn
lives '
Read up

not

ter
an
shree.
Founded the famous Caleutt
Worked as part-time
ing  lecturer i architecture,
Collere, Shibpur. 195152 Taught
the Government College of Art and
Crafl, Calrutta. Gapal
ma hzs a dauehter and a erand.
daughter, Exhibitions: 1931 hrst
one-man show in London ereaniced
by Tolin 'de La Valeda., All
out for Rs. 2,000. 193536 Madras,
1937 Tumkum Madura,
Since then over 30 shows in Calcutta,
Delhi, Bombayv, 1963 toured Ame-
and Europe.

Ghose iz
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Buneralow,
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The Interview

I went to Gopal Ghose’s house in
Haripad; Dutta Lane, Tollyguunj.
I found him in a nearby ‘,[’Illif}‘lt:!'}'
shop, squatting on his haunches and
chatting with ¢he petple the
neighbourhood. As he saw me pet-
ting down from he
stood up to take me home. He
showed me his small garden which
has mangoe, lemon and seveéral other
rees. and g beautilul cattus. His
racm  was ‘overfull with [urnfiture,

al

the rickshaw,

Col ||*'“_f_ C.

books, notebooks, water-colours and
two nearly futhed canvags done
in oil. The room did not have ATiY-
thing of Muence i it, but there was
enough prool that the artist is very
hard-working, "We had been nod-
ding acquaintances for some time
angl so it did nor lake me long to
build up a rapport

With each

time

individual iy
he inerviewee
whar he is alier.
There are rimes when he can never
get this through and the intevyiewee
takes over, The interviewer iries i
vain to probe, but as they are not
on the same wave-length, the inters
viewer looks on helplessly as the in
terviewee This is exacily
what happened to me with Gopal
Ghose. He was reacting in the same
would in g

way as he
interview telling me siories and anece

takes
sSome belore

Can  communicate

0 1 08

a0es

journalidtic

dotes, which althouch very interest-

ing were what I was after. I

contly tried o steer the conver

not

ion
Gaopal
track, told
was
alnst certain
Il('g_‘i‘,ﬂiﬁ:}-'l Ravchou-

colre,
the

alone the
(a_f'ln';.--

abaor i

proper
T

:.:;.-_h-r-_n!

o stories, remindsced,
His diatribe a
arthisrs ke
dhury and poets like Bishnu Dey [
He had
some very interesting storiey to tell
about his student days, his struggle
and 'tour abraad. ;
He handed me a photograph of
his {ather and lovingly told me that
father, an army captain, had
ingpived him to paing and provided
when- he was in the Amt
Evidently he nor omly
dironely  identified with his father
but also his feelings for him verged
on adoration. Not a single word
did he uiter his ‘moither
However, it seemed stranee that he,
an artist, had not painted a poriral
of lhis father. He also showed me
photographs of his daughter and hes
hushand, Even twld me how Bishnu
Dey had been  instrumental in his
marriage, He talked pbouyp davs he
had lived together in Madras gharing
a Mapy with Paritosh Sen as students,
how C. R. Rajagopalachari had taken
a fancy for him. Sketched ouy the

bt LeT.

found quile interesting.

his

for him

abour




personalities of Prodosh Das Gupta
and Kaxlilmkar Ghoss Duastidar—Hhis
contemperaries in Madras Art Col.
lege.

Copal Chose finally zor my point,
He said that one cught to learn how
Iy be stdl in one s sert, This was the
greatest problem that Indfan artist
faces. Urhanvdisation ureettles him
the speed and change and 2l ghat

Fle Iooks outward, instead of in-
ward, FHe must work hard every
dey. He must nop beg for the good
things of life. He must noy’ run
after fame or money. He must
hold his head high. On the other
hand;, he mus; learn his mrade—

anatomy, drywing, geomdtry—what.
ever is essentinl  for pamnting. He
teed not go teo Furope. The ar
treasures. of India, the life, climate
s people are mowe  than enough
for findmg a point of departure,
One cannot be an artist by imiat
g, Look at the Pansreturned
artiesthey smear  their canwvises,

They leatm  the art of living in
affilnence and wearing European
clathes,

Gopal Ghose began to recount
his travels  abroad. He could not
forger the impresson that the works
of ancient and modern masters
made on him, He felt, however,
thay they conld not and should net
be aped, for their life-style amsl cli-
mate: were different,

ditions that. had mfiuenced them
was dissimilar to  those of Indis.
The Indian sun was different from
the sun that shone in Paris.  The

trees, flowers, people and rivers of
the sub-conuinent were different.
Each season was dilferent from the

scasons ¢lsewhere m the world.

Yer there are thinos that we can
learn [rom Furopean masters, t!ling‘\‘
like discipline, putlting in hours of
hard work, overcomine impatien'ce
earning one's own  livelihood, not
depending vm others for bread, love
of liberty and the ary of being one's

own master, These we 1the basfi
qualities of great  European ariists,
We muosg  learn to suffer; eecept

even defeal, for our artistic integrity,
From India one must imbibe the
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trad¥ion of Tt pgreay aff, nop as

swometinng to be revived but as some-
thing to be ntegrated im one’s own
soll.  Leamm Yo work withiouk ex

[pecting reward. Learn ko persist
and styive for oues visbn stib.

bornly, being ready to die for it
An artist must believe thay he has
a goal, bur he must be humble
enough to admit thar he doss not
know the road. e musdt have the
explorers’ temperament, He must
ha aware .that howrver unconvesw |
fional his work is, he has to abide
by certain rules of flexible artistic
grummar, Today 'the griticc  are
afreid to criticise gimmicks, idiosyn-
cracres that pass in the name of art,
Peaple have forgotten the difference
between good art and gimerack.
Therelore, the rue artist must suffer
reot only eéconomic hurdship but glso
mental and Spinitual agony ‘1o be
creative.  He must lewn to sit and
be stlll and kontemplate, Abamin-
dranath’s “Bharatmata™ was the first
work of such contemplavion. Gopal
CGhose was amgry wih a friend who
had subtly denounced the works of
Abanindranath, Ramkimkar, Berode
Behari and Amita Sher-Gil, He did
not agree with the tone of the apti
tle. He believed the ground was
being prepared for the advent of
greap arrists;  His only advice o the
young artist was yo be true to the
spiritr of India, p the bmehiness of
its sun to themselvess When i n
doubt they should bring a child near
the painting and study how the
chitd reacted for the  ‘muin
husings of pamiting was cominuni-
cation ‘of ideas. Whether this was
don¢ properly, rightly, or in  style
were alter-thoughts and did mor kelp
ceativity,

His Art

Probably no artisy in India  has
loved the Indian landseape as much
as Gopal Ghaose, Nip one has been-able
Yo poing out its majesty and gran-
deur he For this he hag
handled  water-colours and pastel
with. unusual mastery. Pify that he
did not try his hand in qils when
hie was in his prime.

as hax,

Gopal Ghose is basically
tic who has been unable
himsell to  the complexigs
urbanisation brings. Cutthiog
petitiveness, ' corrupt valusl
breakdown of stalblihed
bhave upset him. He haf
againyt this and gone LS
tre, His approach 1o [t might
mind one of Wordsworth! Bugil
studses his paintings cloesly une
that he 4 nog a ‘pantheiy
lizves in mecharical ditermin
Rather he is a Tagorean wial

Banigh:
admur

! T‘

o be one with nature, fisly
Trees, birds, mountains MR opcn!)
valleys, clouds have all g e
him and he has lovingly Bl 'l‘lll”:r

capture nature’s various moodSe |
light and shades, the chings 'i‘_“*'
seasons, the atmosphers, HiSUN ““""4
are aflame with nuances of {08 nos
ity. Even when in Americ il g
Rockies the prairie, the lons -
tus thay rauzlh! his attention pan
plant

haw identificd with the grantel

ithe expansive American outigee -
Straneely enohgh, he has ho e i
ment o make about the Amtess '
people or ftheir fulture S "
Ghose's paintings make § W "'
seem . thay Tndiz or cven  Ass lf' o
does not have people, Herel -
his tragedy, Most of the He "’
seems to hove deliberatiely [di@ ,_'l
men and beasts. [His  bom "" ¥
kingdom seems o lack
warmth. Devoid pf  humatems =
tion, confliat and compassion i Eor
seardh for some kind of mysticall .
Structurally this has made HiRe I:””
ethereal and to some extent ¥ ;;‘1;
less, and finally  forced him 40l o
somewhat répetitive. } ’1“‘.
Yer in spite of his many miee® i .
faulps, one murst acknowlpdsstill: i
before Gopal Ghose, no tng il |
dtudied the Indian landupsiel .1
singleminded tenacity. 1 warill bt

a highly stylised | backdop S8 .

which the human or divine S, -
ters acted out their parts or NS

recent times gn- artistic exercieu i
half seriously. It s Gopal I .,
who explored the posibIUtsa .
paimting the variety of Indisais ple
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¢ However much he is discie
i ihese days, future generations
i m mirch that thev will

Subtle Comedy

" MRIGANEA SEKHAR RAY

! : who are normally fed on
Alie Miptrojann-Loran b and ol
B omedy, loud, rumbnttious.
‘erolic. sometimes a [little
e bleak humour of Germi
By, andeht find Palidaro’s charming
W Tu Hed Or Not To Bed shiehtly
Rhpslnting. The (un here is com-
i subdued, the (umour gentle,

il '(Ihckuvinn in ils subtle nuances,
ﬂu: avcent is more ona omplex

: of tharacters and moods
Wi ofl creating comic situations o

mting the familiar gags.

Aiberto Sordi plays an Italian mer-
Bt on & visit to Swedem  with
to mix  Dbusfness
i The Business is the fur auction
Siieh he succeeds, the pleasure
the Quedish women with whom
Halls,  Nourished on  false
@ions about the sexual proctivities
Wordic  women, who, our hero
. fever miss an opportunity (o

ip with virible malds, Sorcli

p hls amorous expedition  right
tho moment he touches the

Wl snil.  Thewffairs are tickli=h

Wy ind often bizace, A teenage

[ g!m him a patient hearing
mothing ‘else. An intellectual

fe msplms kim with her excit-
shition on free love, buy when
ot 10 the thing itsell, the woman

| mia off, leaving Sowdi to the
Wi care ol a tentalising linguist
{ Wim into a nudist colony,
- Ilmm:h!th leaves Sordi in
el jumping into  the

ol her boyfriend.  Sordi's

i) mmrplr:‘if whien

mcdlcd across an ice-covered

b in & hactic  car-chase with a
pe fatale who uses this sim-
lom as @ dupe for a mock
her own fance.  As the

A1 .:::_ & wvs

¥ "*

2ross

plea-
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ice beneath starts cracking and the
woman promptly vanishes into a res-
cuing helicopter, Sordi's rosy, roman.-
tic visiong furn intp a mightmare. He
goes back home a sober, experienced
and perhaps a sad man

The avoidance of the usual comic
tricks has inevitably led the director
tougher task—the buildup
of humorous moments in which he,
has been zminently The
protazonist 1s the typical average man
who so cheerfully hugs the delusions
of “romance” denied to him in real
life and Alberto has so brillianty weap.
pedd  himself amx in  this  ar h:hr“r
ambitions

o A

successiul

image that his angd  frus

I[‘.:IE‘)I!"- become our owr

Lattars

Treatment

‘Special”

November 15, 1 mer Antha for
time after a break of nearly

She was at the Cannanore

{n
the
OTHe

first
vedr.,

Jail bur the Superinténdent there con-

cocted charges azainst her and trans
fered] her 1o the Trvandrum Central
Prison.

I had
hall

[ailor,

101
the
the
Bpirits 0

her
0!

mterview  with
ot the
surrounded. by
jail stafl., She is in high
spite of the enhanced lile
riven ]:I\ Ithe I"ll'_f;_:h Court,
living: condition 1s gruelling.
comple lr¢}J ikolated from the wothex
jail inmates numbering 25 and odd.
vhe watch,
sy much so that even if she fo1
to the toflet. she is fol-
is not given any phy
Mainly she spends
time reading.  But books—by Marx.
Engels, Lenin, Stalinn and Mzao Tse.
(the unimflammable ones) and
are delaved Her morn-
COMI T 1SES tean - hoiled

hard to

an in presence

most ol
senience
But her

She

1%

Moreover, is nnder strick
oles
wnshimg
lowed

sical

or
She
work

1
e

tung
jourmals
ine food
wheat balls

evenr for a he

VETY digest
salthy
mal condition, nol
who cannot have
t"i:& Her Tace was
pittam (bile) and 1
thar e health  muse

nor-
one

person mn 3
Lo .,]';f-,.l_ ol
cal exer
cue to
nresume
been

any phy
swollen

ol

shiatteredd. 1 beliewe that comrades
a1 the Cannanore Central Jail mus
he experiencing the same cruel life.

Why such treatment? In its own!
interest this reactionary and coun-
rer-revolutionary governmeni  has
adopted the ambivalent policy of
sometimes considering ‘them as poli-
tical prisoners and Somelimes a5
crimimals, From this one can con-
clude that the powersthat-be are
mortally afraid of the new force
which 18 getting deeprooted among
the people. They may be able o
crush our comracdes but they can
never  crush Marxasm-Lenimis-
Mao Teestung thought which is the
suitde to adfion For the new forke
rising on the horizon ol our eoun-
fry.

1 am writing ‘this
informed about the “special” treal-
ment given (¢ Ajitha, one of the
besst proletarian daughters of Kerala
as well s Gujarat. 1 am writing
this not only as the mother of

oy keep: you

\jitha but as her proletarian mother.

NARAVANAM
Kerala

A ANDARINE
[Calicut,

CORRECTION

Owing to machine 'rouble many
corrections could not be carried out
in last week’'s Frofitier. Ay plags
sentences were dropped.
victims Prince Sihanouk, He
said in a recent letter o The Far
Fastern Feonomte Reyiew that
GRUNK was no longer a govermns
ment in exile, thay all GRUNK
members who were on  diplomatic
mission abroad, had transferred
their portfolios to the head of she
inrernal resistande in Cambodia.

was

For Frontier contact :

SUNIL KUMAR MOHANTA,

Collectorate Compound,
Balurghat,
Dist. West Dinajpur.

One of the




Legal Aid

There are nearly 20,000 political
prisoners in West Bengal glone, hot
o speak of the rest of India. \bout
1000 have so Far been miven  the
fife sentence, including Miss Ajitha
i Kerala dnd 12 sentenced to deaith,
inelucding Nagabhusan Patnatk,
Ashok Das eLc.

Nearly [ 00 !J“Ii'f el Prsoners
1 Westt Beneal wanged aid from the
Leoal Aid Commitge. The Com-
mittee has so far moved about 200
hail pénitions in different  courts.
0O these 185 are undertrial
and 52 are MISA cases. Bail wuk
soanfied o Aix underdrials and 46
MISA detenus. Only six persons have
been released so far,

The Comunyitee 'filled 50 masdl.
laneous ipentions and atiended 35
ssions (rials. Out of these 27
acented have been dcquitted.

The Committee filed 20 appeal
oses in connection with life  and
death semtenices  ar the High Courd
for special  Ieave two the Supreme
Court. Appeals filed before 'thie
Supreme Court number (wo.

In three session cases altogether
15 people were re-arrested alter
their release by the Court.

Many problems conifront the Le-
il Afd Committee.

The authorities do not allow it to
gotftact the prisoners even on legal
griounds.

Papers to defend them are inacle-
fuate.  These are available neithe
from he Governmeny nor from the
pris‘.mit:r-_ Communications  with
the pripopers age  frequienlly  di-
rupted for unknown reasons—main
ly by the authorities.

We appeal to all democratic mind
ed and progresiive people and ins-
titutions 1o come forward and help
the Committee.

Jaxasarr Rana
Legal Aid Committee
Calcuiita

Turning the
smallest amount

into a
go0d habit...

We help make the saving habit a

good habit by making it an easy affair.
By providing facilities for several
convenient saving schemes backed by
speedy personalised service. What's
more, our comprehensive loan schemes,
through over 600 branches, cover almost
every socio-economic group,

Helping people to help
themselves—profitably

United Commercial Bank

UCOC-5
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FRONTIER

61, MOTT LANE, CALCUTTA-13

Subscription Rales
INLAND
One Year: Rs, 18,00 Six Months : Rs. 9.00.
Five Years: Rs. 75.00. Seven Years: Rs. 100.00
By Surface Mail
AN countries : Rs. 40 or 5.50 dollars
Foreign ATR MAIL Rates (One Year}
Revised
America: Rs. 116 or 17.60 dollars
Furope : Rs, 98 or 14.30 dollars
Asiz : Rs. 88 or 12,10 dollars
Please supply FRONTIER for
Six Months/One Year/Five Years/Seven Years
I am sending Rs

by cheque/money order®

a‘zg"uamre

# Cheques should be drawn in favour of Froniier
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Come laste tho
good life with
Liptan’s Richbiu

Yeu'll love the
areat 1aste of

this great tea and
the extra cups you
aet from esch pack
of Richbru

Only packn
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