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EMERGENCY AGAIN

l'[ surprised quité a few when the Bangladesh Presideny proclaimed a state

of emergency: they were under the impression (hat emergency had been
declared much eardier and much too often and was still in force. Perhaps this
fime it is a super slate of Emergency. l}mu.n_{h the reasons given do not sound
s0 urgeni because they are so familiar: a group of people, who had opposed
the war of |liberation and had doné their hest yo prevent the emergence of a
sovereign independent Bangladesh, have since then Dbeen active an varous
subversive aclivities and they have been joined by others who failed 1o attain
power by consiitutional means, ‘“Some collaborators of the Pakistan army,
notorious for their anti-national crimes, extremists and enemy agents in the pay
of foreign powers for subverting the State are engaged now in activittes winch
are creating impassible conditions in the country for attaining normal political
stability and arderly ecouemic progress.”

A presidential order has suspended fundamental rights conferred by
certain articles of the Constitution., This also is news.  Were not these rights
suspended, in practice. long ago? Socon after the Constitution was framed, ghe
Government passed Presidential Order No, 50 and other laws to empower the
Rakkhi Balini apd other para-military formations as well 2 the police to
warch, arrest and derain’ people without trial, It was these legal powers which
institutionalised violenee and terror and political assassinations have been a
daily feature. The atrocities committed by these forces are too well known o
be repeated. Tt ¢ alse known that it &s the rapacious, corrupt ‘farias’ passing
off ‘as politicians and zdministrators who have bled the people white and made
it impossible lo attain sconomic progress. The grass domestic product s down
by about |4 per cenl. agricultural vield by 15 per cent and industrial output
has shrunk. Prices have risen more than 80 per cent, Foreign aid amounfing
to LLS. 33000 million has enniched quite a few, not excluding Mujib™s near
and dear ones, by not the masses. Thousands of people have died and are
dving in the Famine that still stalks Bangladesh. It is heing suspected that
the Covernment i not allowing lacal and most foreign relief workers 1o operate
because it would like the majority of the rural unemployed to be eliminaled
through starvation and disease—a policy of quie; genocide. The Government
knows that the floods. the famine and the high prices have not devitalised
the entire péssantry. Sheikh Mujib is in the habit of saying that the skyvhigh

price of rice and! other agricullural produce is a boon to the pezsantry who




form over 80% of the population. In
fact rural unemployment was some-
what reduced and the daily wages of
rural  labour went up. Those who
could nop benefit have, however, mnv
right to survive.

Events since December 1971 have
shown that is the Awami League, in
collusion with the Government of India,
that has prevented the amergence of a truly
sovereign, independent Bangladesh. The
trappings are all there; but inside i 1s
all hollow. The distress is so keen that
after three years people have started
speaking wistfully of the good old
days before 1971 when Pakistan was
intact.

It is difficuly to guess the reason for
the latest state of emergency under
which troops and para-military forces

haye taken up positions in cities and
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towns throughout 1he country. True,
Mujib no longer has that ¢harisma—but
does ke care 5o long as the forces of
law and order are ruthless? A poor pea-
sant starving to death, may say, ‘Mupb
has no problems; he has three mealsa
day’, but ne party or combinstion of
parties has yet been able to organise and
be an effective counter-force. This, in
spite of the large. quantities of arms and
ammuntion still at large.
nat come out of the barrel of a gun if
the hand that holds it is not guided by
the right politics, Objective conditions
are ripe for a violent upheaval in' Ban-
gladesh, but the situation 1s and will be
more difhicult to

Power does

grasp even if some
parties can rise to the occasion: there is
bound to be foreign intervention, as in

Sn Lanka.

AdCraluitOUS Advice

There is nothing new in the opinion
expressed by the Chief Election Com-
missioner that an amendmeny of the
Constitution will be necessary to make
a midterm parliamentary poll before
April this year possible, The constitu-
tional proyision making it mandatory to
delimit constituencies on the basis of
revised population figures after every
census is well known. Mrs Gandhi's
Government took refuge under this pro-
vision to turn down the demand for an
eatly election to the Gujarat Assembly
whicl would have certainly resulted in
a miserable defeay for her party. But con-
sistency not being part of her political
style. the possibility of her meddling with
the very provision which stood her in good
stead in Gujarat has always loomed.
Taking all things into consideration, in-
cluding perhaps Soviet advice and astro-
logical forecasts, if she decides on a pre-
April poll, nothing will prevent her from
seeking parliamentary approval for a
proposal to amend the Constitution. The
meek majority in  Parliament is ever
ready to grant all her wishes.

The Chief Election Commissioner’s com-
ments are important for a different rea-
son. He holds his office under the Con-
etitution and as Mr Swaminathan himself

has declared, he is an independent con-
stitutional authority responsible for con-
ducting free and fair elections. It is odd
that a person charged with the responsi-
bility for ensuring that elections are held
in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution should himself suggest amend-
ment of a mandatory provision of the
Constitution for the benefit of the ruling
party. The gratuitous advice can be rea-
sonably interpreted as approval by a digni
tary holding a supra-governmental posi-
Maybe the TV interview was
arranged to enabie the Chief Election

hon,

Commissioner to proclaim that no ethical
principle will be violated if the Constitu-
tion is amended and parliamentary poll
is held on the basis of partial delimita-
His idea of faw
electians is sufficiently elastic to encom-

tion of constituencies.

pass two different categories of constitu-
encies—delimited and undelimited. Only
a few days ago it was officially announc-
ed in Pailiameny that delimitation work
would not be completed before July;
but Mr ‘Swaminathan has said that the
work can be condensed a linle and com-
pleted by "about April or so”. It
seems he is  hurrying the Delimitation
Commission lest it should be caught with
its pant down if the Prime Minister opts

to the Food

for an early poll but witlout sniR
ment of the Constitution.

Some opposition leaders
exception to the blatant pa
the Chief Election Commissiontel
ruling party. It is inherent {0l
position reaction thap free and
is not possible under the p
pices. There is no indication 4
opposition parties are thinkingiy
ing up to their prognosticalionl
of crying themselves hoarse "oi
crafty plan of the Prime _l_l_
spring a parliamenlary éleclioniey
if they had unitedly deelared 58
would not participate in & pall g
be held by .u]ni!lﬁi'l!_\‘ s'ﬂnlrndil‘lg\
datory provision of the Consl
might have had some effect oni
Even the one-parlyeg
Ministex h__
pariig
trounced in elections by fair mel
foul. But this form of protest/iSs
want to the opposition partics
vell will always stop short of 3
They will never il

elections knowing

ing party.
cracy the Prime

needs some  opposilion

disapproval.
take
that the elections will be' rigges
Prime Minister
much the opposilion parties may 0

part in
knows thay
against 4 snap poll, they will gi
democralic respectability by parg
Naturally, she does pog

a tinker's cuss for prolests by &

ing in L.

oriented parties,

Same As Before

The current food policy of th
Bengal Government is going to he
mal Failure as it was last vear Wi
could procure only 1.5 lakhs tonme
of the target of 5 lakh tonnes. Th! 11
is simple; the food policy has
retained the previous vears p
appeasing the jotedars, the rich pes
and the rice millers.

Available reports from distriels
that peasants hardly sell their -
Corporation's  pio
agents, Jhe Goveynmient ;pro ar
price is much less than the markel
of rice, and the rice-millers as
hoarders, taking advantage of
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0 Jurchasing rice in huge
i e open market to fill
i Distress sale, which ac-
Batly 20 per cent of the mar-
wod paddy, 15 being almost
gup I>y the jotedars who
i slock 10 pay  their levy
g tlieir own stock for sale

i (he prospect of another

i West Bengal Government,
of the Ministers, are say-

i other than the Congress
procutement  operalions

e Congross Government always
side of big traders and

vod hy & recenl statement
Shinde, Minister of State
hure and Irrigation, in the Lok
o wholesaler had defaulted
bver nice and wheat to the

i oo nccoumt of the 50 per
Ay is known, when the whole-
ver of wheat was gives up.
ibWas o surrender to the black-
fictich of the traders, the latter
pliand over 50 per cent of their
it the Government, By July
o quite clear thay the whole-
oald not care less. The total
Bnbiin wheat was lees than 2 mil-
s 'J‘l\"lﬁl‘.ll was tml)‘ 8 per cenl
RRliidhion, the previous year's
having been of the order

per cenl.  The governmenls

B and in the States were left

and food prices ran'away
There were famine
W dilferent States, Even after

ptie claimed that the whole-

Iy Iie & Minister of State
e and lirigation or Minister
ho.'\l‘dm\s and blm_-l;mnr—

Pie In The'Sky

Wi Finance Minister, Mr C.
flam’s rather bland
ntre will “monitor” the use of
i 1o States for drought and

1o say the least, intrigu-
aniam has not said that

4, 1973

stalement

the money is being misused, but ke has
implied more than that, He has now
only confirmed whatp has been an open
secrel for all these years—that the re-
lief money kardly ever goes to the peo-
ple for whom it is meant.
leaks out of the long distribution chan-
nel and goes to line the pockets of pow-
erful politicians and mfluential officials,
conniving with one another, To these
people, the exclusive interest in life s
making money, and no avenue, no op-
portumty 1s
This has been

It somehow

too low ar too bt‘iibll}' for
gong on for
vears now, and has almost been accept-
But what 5 sur-
prising 4 that the Centre should wake
up to this practice only now, after allow-
ing it to fourish and get firmly en-
trenched over the past decades.

If the Centre means
really goes aboul monitoring the use of

them.

ed as a part of life

business and

the relief funds, it could possibly raise
nest. But like most other
ministerial statements. nobody has pre-
sumably taken it seriously.

a hornet's

Like most
other well-intentioned moves, it will also
never become a ro;l|ily. It has so many
flaws, so many loopholes that the cor-
rupt politicians and officials will manage
to cireumvent it in one way or the other.
After all, the ;Ilelnphe who would be
asked to do the “monitoring” will them-

There s

nothing fo euarantee that they in furn

selves not be above board.
would not be corrupled. Past experi-
this type of policing
to the
In faet, reliefl funds have long become
a handy devier for
distributing largesse among

ence showe that

agency becomes a party game,
politicians  for
their  res-

The evil 15

thus not in tha stars, bul in the palitical

pective  camp followers.
Mr Subramaniam s
protector. To

believe thay a mere threat of monitoring

svstem of W!:ft‘.h
both a product and a
would undo a vile practice that has
grown over the vears is seeing pie in Lhe
skv. How far much better would W
have been indeed if instead of spend-
ing so many crores of rupees on relief the
Covernment had mare some really earnest
efforts to  minimise the davages of
dronght and floodsd But what is ration-
al is pol always politically (he most wise
or even fccsibh‘.

From Crisis
To
Confrontation :

Economic Disorder And

The Working Class
RAanpiT SAy

ROLONGED setback in industrial

production, widespread famine con-
ditions, and rapid inflation — all thess
maladies are interwoven in the currenl
situation in India. While the roats of
these three phenomena go down much
deep into the polity and economy that &
India, and quite far back in its longitude
of tme, the reasons for the occurrence
of this particular conjunction as it had
happened since mid-1972 are more imme-
diate and proximate.

The bourgeoisie in India has an un-
canny knack for making a fast buck. It
seeks specially those lines of production
where the profit is certain, and quick to
come. Durable and semi-durable con-
sumer goods or their ancillaries are most
favoured by the capitalist to engage in,
their market being fairly assured and
attractive. Meanwhile, the Government
obligingly provides the necessary infras-
tructure, and builds up the areas whers
private capital would noy or could net
This arrangemen; of convenience
i= nothing new; it could be found sven
i the paged of the Bombay Plan of

Tata-Birla, dated 1944,

India’s industry, however, remams &
market limited 10
a thin uppermost stratum of the popu-
lation, The richest one-ifth of the po-
pulation eat up more than half of the
consumer goods produced by ndustry,
The top one-tenth of the population alone
('I(_'VO"T' over 01’1(:'|hird- TI]CTC are [:Ical
indications that ﬂm poorer sections of the
pa'.opfc are reduced to a po:iitir)n of spen-
ding lese and less of their budzet on m-
dustrial goods’ The home market for
industrial consumer goods of course is
not absolutely static: it is only rising

3

enter.

prisorer of a




P —
L

—

within the confinements of narrow walls
as demarcated by the top len per
orso, of the population. Under such cir-
cumstances, the bourgeoisie finds it worth
while to restrict output, hike prices and
make the most out of a bunch of inelas-
lic consumers. Strange i sound,
bul evidently less production pays more.

cenl

may
It was a gmnd arrangemenl; il was
But something gol out
of hand, could no
longer keep up the balance; it faltered.
Since the early sixties public investment
like the stone of Sisyphus began to roll
Basic and capital goods indus-
about

well,
The Government

warking

down.
tries by 1963-64 were working at
and as public investment
c dried up the user indus-
linkage began to

full capacity:
in these areas
tries in the forward
feel the pinch. Excess capacity arose
here and there. Moreover,
of 1963 accentuated the tension,
soon tesulted in a full-scale recession all
around. except in consumer durables. The
hrief revival of 1968-70 came in the wike
durable

the drought
and

of a =pur in the demand for
consumer goods that was stimulated by
the bumper harvest® It was a shor
spells the economy ook & plunge ence
again. All along the Government had
fpiled to sustain its level of mmvestment.
Today's industrial stagnation is the cul-
mination of that had set
i cluring the early sixties, Stale capital-
iem in industry had approached its dead
end.
The
ched officially in
ta the rich f
rrf PuTIi-li'h l'{ur_\'.atiu -'1l'!1| Western UP

(-I con-

the process

agricultural strategy” laun-
1965 was n

n II!:’ i]l'-'.,'vll"l'.{ alens

-
new
!'i-‘.‘ﬂi.n:‘,:'}
farmers
in particular. It was a strategy

cetitrating the resources such as fertiliser

agncultural implement, ec. in o limited
zone which already had assured water
suply.  The initial resuly in terms of
additional encouraging; but
soon the euphona gave in to disappamt-

And by 1972 1§

agricultural strategy’

oulpul was

was all over.

had cey-

menl.
The
tainly helped
grains production had returned lo where
it was before. Now there more
profit in trading wheat than in producing
i? The days of the traders have come
back with a vengeance. [f State capil:i[-
ism in industry has reached its limit, in
agriculture it has lost its way in the maze
of merchant capital.

"
new

a few rich farmers but food

was
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‘Triangular Monopoly’

Foodgrain prices indeed have shot up
the most, and far bevond the extent of
shortage in production in the last twc
years Meanwhile, a three-dimensional
concentration has taken place food-
cropwise, it is mainly one crop,
wheat. that accounts for ;qii)]oxinlatel)'
half of the additional output in recent
region-wise, a contiguous area of

grains:

VEArs
Punjab. Harvana and western U.P. has
produced the bulk of this output: and

class-wise, a small group of rich farmers
have taken to the new technalogy with
T|1i:

"has a

enormous advantage to themselves.
triangular monopoly, so to speak,
built-in infationary bias™.4

]m! AS Illdh'l.'.'* indll‘:tl')' stands on a thin
layer of basic and capital goods, so does
s agriculture on a narrow strip of iryi-
gated land, with the vemamning four-fifths
of the total cultivated area expossd o
and flood.
cannol be

the uncertainties of drough
In such an economy, growth
steady; cyclical fluctuations are bound
to be recurring, if nol increasingly severe,
Merchant capital thrives in such a soil;
for trade is more lucrative than produc-
tion,

The rapid rise in foodgrain prices was
far above what was warranted by (he
shortfall in oulput in the last two years.
industrial though rising

at 0 slower pace,

As fo prices,

th‘ l]l(‘.]“l? can S('.?.I'C('I_\"
.illl'_‘ |)Ii(:f_‘ r.’]c

for inst-

o T . .
be laid on the cost side.
a tonne of cement machinery,

ance, had gone up by four times between
1963 qn.! 1974, while its major input.
steel, had become only twice more ex-
pensive, It s obvious that neither labous
-1!..!1'-'. o [1‘." l]llf'z’l_“ l:l fs'l!(‘: Nli s
determine the dynamics ol incustrial

pricing. I is a eoterie of manufacturers
who send the prices spiralling

Todayv's economic disorder can hardly
bhe understood, much less explained, un
lese the elass alignments i the country
the imme-

the

are itl'l’ﬂ in - view. ”t»\»'('\'ei.
diate faclors which consummated
constellation from mid-1972 onwards are
The "new

to achieve and sus-

easier 1o locate, failure of the
aaricullural strategy’
t1ain a breakihrough in fooderains produc-
tion became eviden; to all by 1972; side
success in making the rich
farmers richer was felt all around. On

hand. the continuous faltering

bv side 1ls

]‘:!(' {~I||r‘r

of the Government 1o hrﬂp-'
of State capitalism zoing mlh
public investment in basic il
already cast a shadow of

oot of fal

With #
ol trade |
',‘ hiad lost

private capitalists: now. se » ;

3 The contradicl
raye of hope were gone e in |
citements of the eventful yesr r,,.. ? B n
ped up a devouring appelite; B Iy 4

v that is, tl
SLEy Vis-:
i articulat
etton  betwe

tuaﬂ_\' the Ciovernment cul.li:l-
much, at least noy in propmhson i
the capitalists had countadf
by side. the rulling party. b-rd

k¢ one hand
sake of its own survival, hud ol ; Oﬂ ;
b fio - - agriculn
the palitical machine al fan
e . . I' IS 4 1]
price.  Money poured ing il
_ i b(- surplus
fast: and disappeared in whatlit e
the parallel economy — ofi il ‘:m_l
i, ']
terms, the underwerld of hluk id
il you now

In mid-1972" all these gol" iNiel

4 | o [ s |)f ”
into a monstrous combinationt

- today; !
net results are  heve and how
‘ more <t
[ 4] ser
u t_hc Chi

What we see lOd.ly 1, by : I[]:IIII 0{

a crisis of State capitalism, “probab
it is by merchant capital in & semil cqm.}:.zi
semi~colonial economy, -
c without
I = -y
e i n its he
Coniradictions B i
5 5 n '
Agriculiural  prices are 2@ v - *
: keteesin
latively much ahead of the prss . 4
z e hne ad

industrial products; & pair of s
il were is opening up in ofders
the vanishing consumer. The &
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gistry : my
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Hure, tk
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rnle ruli
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[Erests,

e fans.

pel 1he
on peop
il

ting terms of trade foy ',.1
apparently indicate a contradiobing '
tween agriculture and !udmln'l.l ]
I'ﬂll.l’l‘l .Il.l [ !

as the home

Rising foodgrain prices indesd .-'
consumer’s budget, and cut inip AR
mand for the products of indislly
one cannot be sore as 1o what e
whit ‘llw:y
of this proposition

the price index does oot captore il
sactions in the black market thals
Eﬂpv Part of the ').lll:mgh i) 1
mmfh ant capital is an allpervsigl us’y

it has brought undsr i w“‘?lb

official data, being

bear the brunt

namenon ;

CORRECTION

- "i'-li

The Fifth Plan allocation 'for
in science and technology [ A
it ‘Investment Strategy for WOR!
Inequality’. December 21 ;
R

%, col. 2) is Rs. 1600 crores:
Rs. 160 croves as mimrinted,

JANUL
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H0D crare,
rispried

farms as well as of fac-

it gsuch a denouement the
Mae Between agriculture and

']-"- Jost much of their edges.
fmdiciion hetween industry and
L [h,ludi.l today is reflected
h in the form of a ’scissors
U, e falling terms of trade
Wiaevis agriculture. as much
ated in the shape of a con-
Mietween | merchany capital on
wl and the primary produc-
pgalture and industry, on the
L1‘ \fade that absorbs the bulk
il valie; and the trading
B ewnght under its net both

band agriculture,

RO want 1o relate this conflict
E e corresponding classes in
iy, the picture becomes some-
Somplex. One i not  sure
e tlass of capitalist farmers ends
el grin  merchants  begins.
Bibly thie one and the same
s in atself  the dual
much of a Faustian con-

B lieest. It is likely that the ma-
B tapitalists  and the black-
fine merchant are rolled into
e, And so arises the

tion between agriculture and
Bhlite precisely, between the two
g elasses——onc based on agn-
fhe other on industry.  The
Seanumic disorder is partly an
this contradiction, which

r fing intensified as a result.’
Mling classes—that s, the ex-
i agriculfure and industry—are
e with an internal tussle of
Pollling each other in diverse
IWith ekvhigh foodgrain prices
fling income of the com-

the home market for in-
mer goods is finding 1self

07 wtedd,  This observation
SRt ot bie held as parallel
Eabews of the Narodniks at the

it contact:

RS BOOKSHOP
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torn of the century with regard to the
prospects ‘of capitalist development In
the then Russia, against which Lenin
waged a running battle. Lenin demons-
trated with Marx's theory of realisation
that capitalisy production, and, conse-
quently, the home market, grows not
so much on account of articles®of consump-
tion as on account of the means of pro-
duction.  For capitalism, therefore, the
yrowth of the home market is to a cer-
tuin extent ‘independent’ of the growth
In India the
State to
produce the means of production so that
high-profit
consumption. The
State in recent years has failed to per-

of personal consumption.’
bourgeoisie . asks mainly the

it can engage itself in the
articles of personal

form this task: and the future does not
State capital-
industry; and with it

monopoly  capital; as
have

appear to be any better,
ism in lndian
private
well, against the

wall,

coma up
The door is now being opened
s D industry and with
if  the monopoly  capital-
for foreign capital to come in, and to
breathe another lease of life into the

Indian
private

system® How long can it survive with
borrowed time, however, is yet another

maller

The Smoke-screen
The squabble among
engaged in

the explonters,
industry,
for the home markey is their own house-
hold affair. If merchant
weighing down upoen agricultural  and

agriculture and
capital 13

industrial capitalism, or if the class 1n-
interests. of the rural, agrarian bourgeoi-
sie are situated somewhat in opposition
to those of the urban, industrial
geoisie, no river as such is going to be
set on firve. This

ruling classes is a relatively mner contra-
diction: evidently it could be resolved
by them with compromise among them-

h{.)lll‘

wrangle among the

selves, but at the cost of the exploited
working class, Call it fascism-cume-im-
perialism if you like; in any case, it s
through the repression of workers and
peasants at home and agaression abroad
that the knot of conflicting class interests
of the industrial, commercial and agn
cultural bourgeoisie gets disentangled-

al last for the tme being."”

With the nges of State capitalism

blunted and the camp of the big bout-
geoisic divided in internal strife, the
impasse as it has
happened in India now,

economy reaches an
Some writers
have suggested a 'tunnel’ as an escaps
roule toward faster PIOETESS:
It is claim«
ed that the nature of scientiic progress
nowadays is such thay the fruits of ads
vanced technology can be brought even
to Lhe door of a small farm or a tiny fac
lory.

economic

Their reasoning is as follows.

That is, the production Hinction
exhibits constanl returns to scale; and
small and medium enterprises also cal
be as efficieny as their larger coufibers
parts. In the place of such scale-neutral
technological advance, some olther obsels
vers have cited a bi-modal distribution 6f
productivity with regard to farm size,
to reach the same conclusion: It is thers
fore possible to visualise a pattem. of
development in which State capitalism—
more particularly State ownership  of
industries in which ther¢ are econompiies
of scale—is effectively amalgamated with
Thos
then calls for new alignment of classes
with the benevolent umbrella of Stale
capitalism over them. The State ac-
cordingly has to bypass the big lJOL’I\'gF.Qi‘
sic. and landlords, and strike a bargain
with petiy r.'d[lililh?il entrepreneurs m. M=
dustry and ;n_{l'icuilurth

the interests of small producers,

In the words of an author of this view=
point: “We have seen thal the petly
capitalist enlreprencur 1= guile wi]iiug' to
adopt relatively modern lechniquesg the
same 15 lrue ol the cu;.rlt:'-iisn farmar ine
volved in the ‘zreen revolution', though
Under the eir=
cumstances Lhe governmeny support of!
petly :‘:‘]rlti:ilsl enterprise will raise the
national level of productivitys
boast the domestic demand for produges
goods and widen the opportunities for
So the process
of capitalist integration will be intensified,

nat to the same extent

labowm

industrial development.
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and the prosent weak sectors will catch
up with the large-scale industries, Un-
doubtedly, this will be better for mna-
fional economic development.!9

IL 8 recognised that governmen; sup-
port of small-scale capitalist enterprise
w industry and agriculture is a way of
C;Il}i-

ENCOUTAZING |I'.lf (!!2\'(?!'-.'5.‘111"’UI ‘_1](

talisy relations. Such a policy has two
Now as for ats
negative side, this policy of forming a
wide layer of petty capitalist enlrepre-
neurs  mvolves
penses. 1he funds for the purpose can
Be raised only by the redistribution of
the incomes of millions of dirécy pro-
gicsrs in town and country, So the
of the second echelon of In-

din’s suling class iz a heavy burden on

opposite conseguences,

great.  government ex-

fopmation

the mass of the population.
The author continues: “the
biman of the material and financial re-
sourees in
preneurship can temporarily slow down
the technical and economic progress in
Iatge-scale industry, whether public or
private, The result of this may well be
that the standards of India’s industry will
imereasinely fall behind world ones, thus
leading to a drop in exports which, in
turn, would cause a deficiy in the ba-

lance of payments.”!?

recistri-

favour of small-scale entre-

So these are the pros and cons of
the petty
der the protective and fostering care of
State  capitalism. The State in  this
scheme would dizg a tunnel so to speak
i order to reach the petty capitalist en-
treprencurs in farm and factory. l\)';r:lss_—
ing the big bourgeoisie and landlords.
M doubtedly, this will be better for
fiational economic development.™™  Bul

bourgeots development un-

i 12 an expensive policy fraught with
the danger of disrupting the balance of
Phyments,
bichudes that, while petty bourgeois de-
velopment is a wviable alternative for a
gountry like India for rapid economic
wrowth, “this policy can be conducted
Ponly af there 8 an imflux of foreign re
soprees, 't He kills two birds in  one
stane: he gives vou not only a plan for
dﬂ\'elulmu‘!l!, but also-the rationale for
beontinuing reliance on foreign
Now  the
mernly !
The Siate is cssentially. an instrument

capital.

Indian econemy can grow

Hence, the author finally con-

FRONTIER

in the hands of the big- bourgeoisie and
landlords to further thetr class interests.
It is naive to expect the machinery of
State to be so deployed as to touch these
exploiters in any way. The pattern of
petly
State capitalism is therefore a utopian
dream. Frue, the economic
crisis has gone ouy of their hands; the
ruling classes are placed in a

'_ll?lli';lilr.]iﬁ {il_‘\'l."OE)ll'l(_'IIl lllldL’T

current
defensive

They may even be forced a
few steps back, but they

position.
could come
back with a vengeance very soon unless
the bridge is burned once and for all.
Under these circumstances today's scheme
of petty bourgeors development would
turn out to be a nightmare tomorrow:
This. would be a costly way of buying
time.

The current econemic crisis will soonex
or later pass over inlo the pages of his-
tory, Meanwhile, the contradiction be-
tween the workers and peasants on the
one hand and the ruling classes on the
than
Will this mighty confron-
tation hasten the day of showdown?
Or, will the opportunity slip out in the
midst of pelty

other has been accentuated more
ever belore,

bourgeors development
that is only a smoke-screen for the vest-
ed interests of landlords, big bourgeoisie,
and imperialism?
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ASHIM

IS s rathier a late response lo the
ppeal made in the
Bliokon Mazumdar and another
0 all he members of the Cen-
Binmittes of the TPT (ML) elected
,iﬂ-lndia party congress held in

S 1870, 1

In my ecarlier statement !
b

name of

L on the great debate concerning
itys instead. 1 echoed the call for
fon by combating all
iwsued by the six comrades
"I"_ Com. Kanu Sanyal in ‘their
0 mAry lettet from jull. This silence

furm.\ uf

Biiraved some to support or op-
b on the basis of wild conjectures
Bunded claims. A

statement on

istion as wall as the wider question

W fevolutionary unity of all revo-
that
BN Supplements my earlier stale-
iblished 1n May, 1974
yery outset lel me state 1l pre-
AL | think the formation of the
) on 22nd April, 1969 was, in
gotrecl, Theve had been an
ol unecsssary haste and certain
fb sme extent, of id."f)l!'}t_jlt?’al'
Blipreparaiion as has been rightly
:nu. by Com. Kanu Sanval; but
W tormation of the CPI{ML) can-
fibould not be ruled out on that

it All comrades, specially those

B forces = necessary. In

mling areas, folt its necessity and
fed i, As such, it was the pro-
Wbnbiective necessity.  The forma-
| the party was grecled with tre-
@ mnthisizsm by the whole rank
el hailed by fraternal parties
ikt over. including the great, glo-
ol correct (PC. From my per-
Bnerience, | can firmly state that
B the formation of the CPI(ML)
it struggle i Gopiballavpur-
RO not iave been possible. Ne-
e formation of the CPI(ML)
sfion of all the

o armed strugzle, both posi-
il nesative, i the recent past
throusl * tremendous
_ e 4 hetrayal of the martyrs.
the guestion. of evaluation

._qmgmﬁ of the party held

aluable ex-

5aC rirn;v.

CHATTE

Response
[EE

in May, 1970.

El]l]d.’!l(l{!r(ld o

Undoubtedly, the whole
congress left-sectarian
Evervone presenl approved the
assination in the name
annthilation

policies:
hine of secret a

-‘ ‘.‘Lr'-:e enemy ![l'] none
qu-‘r?iu:‘_ﬂ:f even !l:r- Drogramme .'n- .‘.Jmi‘
That

sence of any land policy or agrarian pro-

hilation in cities and towns. ahb-
gramme signilies the negation of the main
content of our people’'s democratic revo-
lution was nol puir}lr?d oul l_r‘f anyone

combination with

The question

none advocated

other formt ol =hugele.

of mass organisation and mass move-

ment, ite relation with the formation of

an. army or the uestion 1Intr

The ll"ld'i.'rh
bourgeoisie as a whole was termed com-
As has
been Sl!bhr!qm‘-llfh' pm-.-mi |=_\‘ Oy -‘!\'l\:*rf-
all

policies.

was not raised by anyone.
parador without any protes|
these were mislakes m

In spite of all | still
think that the positive aspects of the party

ence, grave

'[!l“-:'.

congress far t-11l-.v=-is;i: 15 m?‘._'-:.-:i‘;"-‘ ones.
In the entive history of the communisi
movement in India) this coneress has the
unique glory of upholding the banner of
Marsism-Loaninism Mao Tse Tunz Thou-
oht for the first me. The charvactenisa-
tion of the state power, of the four ene-

neluding

the stage and

mies of the Indian revelution,
Soviey social-imperialists,

nalure ot our revolution was, on the

whole. correct. - The congress rejected
the revisionist trash of ‘peaceful orien-
tation’ with contempt and firmly stood
for armed struggle. All these were some
of the achievements and had
deep political impact in the life of the
whole Therefore, 1 recognise
the eighth party congress g nd the Central

positive
country.

Committee elected therefrom. One should
never forget that the CPC declared the
the
correct, after reviewing all the documents
of the CPI(ML) has
the glory of a message from Chairman
Mao himezell, "By you (m plural), India
has hope™

Unfortunately, at presenl, the party

‘general orientation” of party o be

PAarty cOngyess.

has been divided inlo groups and fac-

tions because of the continuation ol lefi-

seelarian pol ies for a long ‘l_n-j‘iucl. The
left-sactarian now ]_‘:Mlt
defeated asz is apparent fram the facy that
majority of pa in-

g all the Central Comymitles members

deviation has

:mfmhc-'r:

Tty

1.1'1\:

¢t, because of
sence of a full fledged positive poli-
methodieal, persistenty
deep and all pervading ideological sriug

have firmly rejected 3t Y
the
l]I.L“.'AI

line and

vemuants of the old left-sectarianism
In

the ideos

'.Elf‘
and the r.i.'.l\i.’_f"]' therefrom persisl.
hindering

different garbs, 1t is

logical, political and organisalional re-
organisation of the party.

From the platform of the tenth con=
of the CPC. Chsirman Mas
issued the great call. “Practise Marg:
sm, and not revisionism; unite and don’t
split; be simple and above board, don't
an ﬂl]lj“ TlIc-
of unity for practising Marzism:
Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung Thought, Huk
the revolutionary mehtod of doing
For our
Lrcauss
politics and methiod of

253

conspire and intrigue’.

necessity

it has been clearly stated here.
party which suffered immensely
of the ideology,
work of Lin I)I.‘i-a. this las =;‘,-u--.tl :ir_;tﬁ-
ficance

Reconstitution, Reum=
fieation—=call it by any ‘name, it is poliis
( .-:“_\ The

ries, beset as they are with irres oncilable

i?.;--ﬁ'-:{ nisation,

Indign rencliona-

necessary

conltradiclions, are paper ligers styaleoi
tactically, they should ha
Te win real mde.-pend-
and freedom for the people is @
task, I demands thal we fight
-'1|‘,':;s—"'.:\.|.':.‘.:'.. ]1!:1):_‘1:.‘é||3n| ;:ﬂ(':‘ do-i
Hence all

e revolutionary force that can be unitesl
should be united. Only the CPI(ML) with
experts

1Ful

seriously.

.'.l[[}'.
taken
ence
greal
stiral

yestic counter-revolulicnaries.

its sincenly, dedication, honeaty,
and poli-
The ves; majority
of the party cadres as well as the people

ence :mr-}_ ;‘Jm\'c -i”. li!.'ﬂlfl”\'

tical line can do it

fervently demand reumfication,

Reunification
Until now there has been na major pali=
tical difference. so far as the general line
1= goncerned, among the different groups

is politically  possililes

'.\'}'.0 |\_.1\|_~ [_!i:;('il |'1'].l'(l I‘I"[r= ﬂr'! \"it't-‘ll‘i-'lfl “i"lt!.
All the present “differences’” can be diss
cussed and resolved within the framewotk'$
of a single

Some comrades, headed by Sﬁi_\'a N-‘l'
have formed o “revived
[t 15 an undeniable

pariy.

rain Sinsth
Central Commitles”



L kon

f.‘l'.‘.i l‘-f party IT‘I."!l.rr_.' that n|un‘g with our
tespectedd martyr Comrade Sushital Roy
Chowdhury. Comrade SNS  initiated,
however unsatisfactory. partial and meom-
plete & way. the hghg
tian deviation inside our party.
& valiang effort to create a centre in a
difheull situation. Bup this Committee has
falled to rally the vast majonty of com-
rades because its formalion suffered from
three defects:

against left secla-
It was

(1) The concept of revival is noy a
Marcist-Leninst does not dex
note & To many comrades il
appears as an indirect effory to place all
the yesponsibility for the mistakes m policy

onm It

process,

gn mdividuals. | do not know if this
goncept of revival has any international
Wrecedence or not.

{i1) [deological any
level precedes organisational reorganisa-
tion. rganisation frst,
thien ideological struggle’ is the policy of
patting the cart before the horse, Reorga-
nisalion is done only on a clear ideological-

reorganisation at

The policy of ‘reon

puhllcnl basis.

(i) No effective mitiative was taken

to contact all (he Central Committee mem:

bera including these in jail. Naturally, the
gpmions of those
Jatl should not count erganisationally but
poliieally i
There 1s another techmical flaw.
Ferences. ave being made to
with comrades SNS, Com.
and Com, Mohinder. Save
SNS | had not the opportunity of meet-
e any of the above
my t.fire_'rl assacialion \\'illl the merits or
dvmmlts of the T\'r.-\'t-mbt'r dm‘umc-nl
does noy arise, though 1 broadly
with the general political line,
Some comrades headed have
formed 5 COC. The claim of this cen-
tral body 10 act as the centre of the CPI
(ML) is more dubious, The hght against
L any 'deviation is One should
bl‘ ufliﬂ!i.&»'; ur||_:'|-.’::li\‘€|\-'
refate the
one's
general line §
- mmst
Central Commitlee or with the line being
Kho-
Also, 1

slate

comrades who are in

does matter.

Re-
my meeling
Gurbox, RK

and excepl

comrades. Therefore

afgree

by 8G,

= | P]'L\C!‘_"cr.‘
One  CANND)

of o

awakening.

with
the

is al-

initiation process
A
Moreover,

the COC

of the revived

own
weached by

identic ..T with that

preached and practised by Com.

Mazumdar and -others

think. SG should categorically to

FRONTIER

the Party cadves his present stand regar-
ding the national-chauvinistic position
taken by him dunng the dismemberment
[ hope he will noy sidetrak
the issue. by pomting out some of
mistakes.

It iz interesting o note that both the
revived CC and the COC have been com-
pelled to distory the Party history, After
bitter lesson should consciously
try fight all Forms subjectivism
Personally, I shall be happy to be able
to work together with comrades SNS and
SG along with other comrades again,

of Pakistan,

we
t)f

Our Party was like a very wvaluable
Because
of our immaturity and lack of revolu-
tionary vigilance and alertness, it has,
as if, dropped off our hands and broken
But still it can be mended
and a better picture produced. Hence,
1 appeal to all the comrades, particularly
to take
this task of reunification 'of the party
seriously and call upen the entire party
to follow this example.

picture placed in our custody,

into pieces,

the Central Committee members,

Basis of Unity

What should be the basis of umity ?
Obviously the party programme and party
constitulion adopted in the eighth con-
préss  with amendments. The article
‘Spring  Thunder' and valuable sugges-
of the fraternal Parnty should be
the guideline. A document 15 to be
(1) Party pro-
proper amencdments (and
nop a new programme) and the reasons
for the amendments, (2) Party constitu-
tion with proper amendments (and not
a mnew conslitution). (3) Self-critical
report.  (4) Political-organisational

repert,

tions

prepared consisting of:
gramme with

One should yemember that the nega-
tion of the documents of the eighth con-
eress is msm:iiau)’ the m‘galir;n of the
congress itself.

This decument,

consultation

due
serve
In

process of development the ninth con-

after
will

reorga nisation,

|!mpar(’(|
and diseussion,
a¢ the basis of the
gress should be convened as early as pos-

sible.

al, however imporant, should not be made

The evaluation of any individu-

a precondition of re-unification
Next comes the ask of unity with ali

fraternal groups outside the CPI (ML)

who idenlogically subserilie 1a
Leninism-Mao Tse Tung Thos

are eager to develop armedy

gle. This task has no controdicling
the reorganisation of the CFI( 1’
is my unforfunate experence, i
indirect, thay whenever we tlle’ of
rmrganlsallun of the CPI(ML).
comrades feel injured and inx f
try to inven! some plot ‘or ]
sectarian policies. Thia i u legagy
We had practised n polig

the past,
closed doorism dogmatically tow o b
comrades, (reated them with comls
as almost counter-revolitionaries
behaved with them with arroganeet ™l
wrong, Sincere and opens
self-criticism on our part will clex

Was
atmosphere and pave the way foru
<.l1n{|m!1 and mutual respect. .r'\”
sible leadership should be patient i
all honest political diffores
To put politics in command meanes
tially to put revolution in command
On the other hand, these :
should be told clearly and fu!ml}:
liquidation of our Party can n
a precondition for unity with 1hm.
should be told that they made & m
by nop joining the Party in |9698
day we shall invite them to joifd
Party. The door of mutual dises
shall remain oven; we aiiall mait
a close haison and tiy to syn
actions with theirs, a8 i

SUI\'IIIP

all our

possible, keeping the independence s

initiative of the Party intack

Then there are other parties; i
and individuals with whom unity
partial,  temporary and

termined by historical eonditionsy 8

Party should lay down a policy

respecl.
We

possible

try 1o unile as i
all groupt
individuals wha (1) pursue a palig
anti-hegemonism against the (wo

(2) stand for
China and other Third World %
tries; (3) work genuinely for ﬂu-
est of the people, particularly thes

should

with parties.

powers;

In our ol

is faced)

ill_ﬂ CI{}.‘E -?.I](! plﬁ.".S«"lIIll’}'.

where armed revolution
armed counter-revolution, the
towards armed strugale is closelysi

with this eriterion.
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relative, ¥
be necessary, This necessity will el
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miy serve as he three
unity ‘at present, Why
yone of the three criteria
a matter of detailed dis-

non

L)% ndence and mitiative

reck of united front must
of B ! In the present interna-

J. st ‘_ wnal situation any kind of

ited bwith the force of imperialism

nnamn
egacH
U(‘“ '

ards il

contem

Tl wilh l+l{! forces of sn(.i'.'ni-
i particular is ruled out:
Wt front, incompatible with om
il lmli[ir.a“)' harmful.

ol all the apparent divisions

e ieal ditorder, the ever in-
- II towards inevitable unity
ren-heal ititiary forces i militantly
: ."-I“.'., i no experience of a setback
for w8 i the Party has successfully
."\ fevere one. Politically, we
hent B B flonger position ap present
‘h“ﬁ_ Wime before, We, Marxist-
neA gl Always study all phe-
Sadion: lelooment.  The present 1
S J us but bright path of
frmly A8 e path of liberation of
in  neysss

h t
-‘.]!_-
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‘The Clean

Old Man

AKIO YAMARAWA

MRLE clicice of Miki Takeo as Japan's
: nexy Prime Minister was unexpect-
ed. Most observers felt sure that one of
the other of the powerful faction leaders
—Fukuds or Ohira—would emerge vic-
tovious from the complex party in-fight-
ing, and the agreement on the mucli less
powerful Miki seemed almost like a ma-
gic trick,

In retrospect it 1s clear that choice of
one of the more powerful figures might have
split the Liberal Democratic Party ay a
time when it wvitally needs unity. But
Miki is more than simply a "“consensus
candidate”, and his selection reveals a
great deal abouy both the troubles faced
by the LDP and the party strategy to
overcome these troubles,

In annomcing Miki's nomination,
LDP Party Vice-president Shima Etsusa-
buro offered two reasons for the choice:
(1) he is “clean”, and (2 he has the
“philosophy and .courage (o fight and
overcome |0ng—stnl1ding evils in the
ILDP." Indeed. Miki has a “progresdive
image’’ in the context of the LDP.

Of course he has been a Diet member
continuously since 1937, buy during the
war he is koown to have “‘guarreled
with the Tojo Cabinet, and during the
Occupation he: briefly formed his own
party {the National Cnupfzrali\'c Party),
espoused the doctrines of Robett Owen
and criticised the Yoshida Covernment
for its excessive pro-Americanism. He
participated in the Socialist Katayama
Cabinet in 1947 and was an early advo-
cate of normalising relations with China.

Such “progressive’ positions as these
had always kept him out of the LDP
main current, and he was defeated three
tmes in bids for the LDF presidency.

But “imagze and reality are not the
same. The corrupt financial practices
and business connections that ended

Tanska Kakuei's premiership are what
the LDF is all about; and Miki would not
be a politician in that party were he not
ihvolved in the same thing. Among party
professionals, Miki's reputation is that
of a pood swimmer in the swamp of the

ruling party's politics, a kind of “Balkan
politician” who keeps his small faction
alive by tenacious mntriguing,

Like all LDF politicians he iz kept
afloat by certain business interests. [lme
poertanl Miki faction supporters are Sumi-
tomo Bank President Hotta Shozo, Fuji
Bank President Iwasa Yoshizama, Tokyo
Electric Power President Kikawada Ka-
zutoyo, and Inayama Yoshihiro, a lop
leader of Nippon Steel. Moreover he
is related by marriage to Anzal Masao
of Showa Denko, Anzai Hiroshi of Tokyo
Gas, important LDF leaders and even
the imperial family,

Whatever one mighy say about this res
cord, Miki is as clean and progressive a man
as the LDF can dig up. Nevertheless it
is symbolic of the LDF's waning popu-
lavity that a “progressive” as well as
clean candidate is called for. Put into
power by the paity’s nght-wing forces;
Miki is an experiment in right-wing rule
under a progressive mask; a preview of
the day when the right will have to tiy
o maintain its power through a genuine
coalition government In this connection
it 15 significant that one of the important
theoreticians in the Miki faction is- lshi=
da Hakuei, a [eader of the New Right
who argues that the LDF should seek to
arrest its historic decline by cooplive
compromizes with the labour movement

But Miki will not be able to get far
on image aloné. Soon he is going to
have to -start producing results. In do-
mestic affairs he will try to make cons
ciliatory gestures toward the oppesition
parties and other gestures toward LDF
reform, In foreign affairs he will try 10
normalise relations with China further

——

For Frontier contact
VISALANDHRA
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while trving to keep Soviet hopes alive.

The right-wing will object to none of
this, but will alse press him 1o support
pro-Taiwan and pra-South Korea poli-
gies. One notorious Korea labbvist has
said thap he expects Miki to be an effec-
tive channel both for prometing coope-
pation with South Korea for
setting limits on some of that gevern-

(lE!LI .‘1lsu

ment's “spoiled demands on Japan'.

Miki's most difficult task, however, will
be deahng with the US., His diploma-
tic policy will of courze hinge on the
LIS, alliance, but he is also notably pro-
Arals
1o fulfill

Arab States on his

Whether he can discover a way

the promises he made 1o the
trip there last vear
withoul antagonising the U.S, Govern-
ment (which is said to be prepared even
for ‘military intervention 1o protect ils
ail interests) is a question which may
determine: the length of Miki's stay in
office.

Then there 15 inflation. If he cannot
slow the 27 percent annual mfation rate,
the 1L.DF -will suffer in the local elections

And if the LDP's

base ovodes even further, someone may

this vear, electaral

find it convenient lo "r_‘xpmﬂ-” Miki's elec-
Miki's

Sasagawa

find it convenient to “expose’
with

uf_l'ﬂ.llrilfn'r” of

financial  connections
Ryoichi, the notorious
the right wing,

Pu:‘%ibl}' because he

cullies that lie shead of him, Miki has

knnw3 the diffi-

geveral times since his momination asser-
ted, “l carrv a cross on: my back".

But he isn’t that clean,

For Frontier contact
PABITRA KUMAR DEKA,
Assam Tribune,

Gavhau-3,

Assam,

A Tricentenary Tribute To
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Al can

John Milton S

Himresx Gonaix

lT is a pity that the death centenary

of John Milton in 1974 passed with-
oul altracting nolice i our country, 1he
reaction againsl comprador culture may
go too far, Besides, in his own life-time
Milton already became something of a
European celebrity, 2 man with a mission
and a message not to be cramped within
narrow The most
active part of his life was spent in de-

national fronters.
dicated service to the cause of the frst
demoeratic revolution in |‘uatnr_\.‘. and the
content of his poetry — because rather

than in spite of the contradiclions -—

sprang from
ment to the ideals ot the revolution. We
who live in a different revolutionary epoch
may. well find in him themes and pas
sions that speak to us more ntimately

his profound commit-

than the arcane mysteries of symboliats
who have long dominited the scene,
Not that this perspective 1s eazily won
from the clutches of crablied scholar-
ship. U still remember my bewilderment
wht-n ] [I'i-“f! to ﬁ!h‘] a sl!{'lt‘:"\'ivn l.'m my
a Ph.D degree on Milion™
back in 1965, No one
seemed to be interested in Millon. My

frantic search provoked pitymg or amu-

research for

poetry wav

sed smiles, and thay was in Milton’s own
umversily, Cambndge. F. R. Leavis
was still around, and the English scholnrs
seemed to be more awe-struck by Leavis's

Milton by Milton

If one is allowed to strike

crusade against than
himself,
personal note, | mav even murmur that
my dissertation flew in the face of aca-
demic prejudice that had been buill up
in the decades since the thirties. [t was
possible for me to have that perspective
for the simple reason that 1 was nal
stuclent of English literature in tha; parti-
cular milied, that in fact | had gone from
a country where there were simmeving
revolutionary possibilities,

With the exception of one or two scho-
lars like Don M. Wolfe most of the eii-
tics and scholars of Millon have been

men  withoul any inlerest or involye-

bigh "

e fronp
for Scruii
ment i public affair They i e
professors with sedentary habusie Mliedrmire
critics lacerated by privale 1t platitu

b noied
- n -

The oo .,

and cultivating ‘o disiosio

a vulgar ' activify-

as poll
tude of admirntion was el byl ol with |
of men of an altogether diffesml filion

Divden, Johnson, Blake, Coll Werocals
Wordsworth — all of them Sl "'disi'-_a-":

acquaintance with or knowleds B signih
major political Forces or el e witl

own time.- But Eliot and [Pou S ks
l.,'-'-"'-‘!"" weile -‘:' h?ﬁl :'-I IhE |"'" I'| Wl

the actual politics of the thme s ny t!
launched their holy war againghil Wits
Hence their ulter hilindness ld 0|
tivity to the mait theme and oo By
Paradise Lost: liberty, ite chamel BHlake,
concitions. B rving
The holy war of Eliot ind Bn Pro

to mention the numeroid epi Silan
ted attention from the mam
strength and inspiration of our
I‘::r_'-:'f‘.-','d 5] on Iii:\ uh\'llnlls
A man who knows Milton's
inside s horrified by the patron
the slack and smup ichiocy WilkS
petly minds with & deadly i
;\il]‘uqf'ﬁ('!l swezl oul their WDI*- 1

graton. A. J. A, Waldeck

Peter; 1o name only two, Fip Sae

ton's epic witly the same puEguds
roughness as Tolstoy displayad S
ing the alleged inconsisiencies
ditics of King Lear. Eminent enf
(espeare like Wilson KJ‘LLQJ'I[ |'- |
have pointed out that Shaks 1_;
King Lear was noy mterested ml
conzistency or naturalistic veru it
but poetic, s_\'mhu“c truth. !| )
that scholam  have Sl
it fit to read Paradise Lost as il
fied fairy tale. demanding from
that sort of 1
Textual eriticiam. the pussian 8

Q1
P [ 1

prestigions

attention,

[F we sttack Blal
with the same deadly lHerslnts
happy ¢nitics bring ‘to beat s

conception




e may very well produce
like the following:

Bl A tizer burn’ al night? Ll
Wlilinting jis prey only because
Hum or become conspicuous

of devoted critics who work-
Rliny were az assiduous i dis-
wlun's Lheir
Bvs in our country parrol (he
with gusto,
Wehiolar of Blake, S. Foster
s oul that Blake had illus-

failures, and

Wloving care all the chief works
fexcopt Samson Agonistes. [n
g Milton, whom Leavis had

ent .
-";1
||.';l!
AN |
s of
11!!(!
;l'll“r
vhes

pded with very little fuss’ by

nii_\' shares a [.‘»]m:-.- of pne
fiwo other immortals, Chaucer

o {he first person, and until
e unly ane. o rerne_:ni?'? that
0 symbolic poet.  The great
Meaders [ook Paradise Lost as
etpansion of biblical history
B Bowever knew that  Milton
th sy ‘Things unzttempted
gt Rime: he read |}1t- slories
IR Aclam as profound studies
ses of Sin  and Milten's

en and Hell were "written
about Man, who contains

\ The Poet as Visionary, ed.
Blnto). We need not worry
PRliout the metaphysics of Sin
Miatk above.
B loniz complained that Milton
Mlvation and sin ;' Milton's

" d presents man's destiny
o moral 1erms;, not m theo-
Inewclentally, religions lan-

e characterizstic idiom of that

Aftar all. pious

nt crilig isven Gerard Winstanley, the
he andl Blle Communist sect, the Dig-
kespe ... I8 of his social and political
«d I i (L lt*; with: Adam ‘and Eve
 ria il L

11 i n

ave  the ite of Will’

5

om

S5

iz el

s reectionary phase Cole-
et the cusence of Milton's
pore hrmly than many of our
i savants. Comparing the
Bibethiats

n m
ue @
o ol

the luminaries

ving aftd with
Hiuke's i f1A, he remarks that t]“-"
|nees sunlone the lattér with

andd bnllinnce,

but, on

@penre. Foster Damon remarks:

FRONTIER

the other hand ameong the later “there
was a vehemence of will, an enthusiasm
ol principle, a2 depth and an earnestness
of =pirit, which the charms of individual
lame and personal aggrandisement could
not pacify,—an aspiration after reality,
permanence, and general good—in short,
a moral grandeur in the lauer p(-rit.-d.
with which the low intrigues, Machiavel-
lian maxuns, and selhsh and seryile am-
bition of the former, stand in painful
{"Lecture on Milton™), After
pointing ouy that Milton's milien com-

contrast

bined the influence of the Elizabethan
periodd with that of its austere successor,
he thus describes Milton's personal cha-
“In his mind itself there were
purity and pity absalute; an imagination
to which neither ||1l? past nor the present

racler:

ini(‘t'tislitlx_’,. eXxcepl as far as thc-y
called forth and enlivened by the
iddeal, in which and for which ke

were
were
greal
d: a keen love of pruth, which, after
weary pursuils, found a harbour
m a sublime listening to the still voice in
his own spirit, and as keen a love of his
country, which, after a disappointment
stiill more depressive, expanded and soar-
ed mnto a love of man as a |n'0§.m1iuncr
The memorable last
lines of Paradise Losg do indeed present
man As a probationer, but not so much
of an immortal fate as of a specific hu-
man destiny, of liberty which must be
preserved by care and sacrifice.

ol immorialily™.

Milton liked 0 remind the readers of
his prose works that he had written them
but with his left hand, and that his true
vocation was that of a poet who would
the glories of an awakened
England, wilness of 'Cod's work for man’
in hiz time. In our secular language we
should call 11 England’s world-historical
But the prose
pamphlets struck a mighty

celebrate

role in the [7th century

CIIIC!

tracts
blow for that work ngainst the ywin bas-
tions of reaction; despotic monarchy set-
Tim( at defiance the powers of the Com-
mens, and the Episcopal Church that
fetter man's conscience with its
emply ceremonies i]!'ld |1':rr;1r{'||ir-s. Thc
Reason of Church Govern-
ment, Areopagitica, Tenure of Kings and
Magistrates the resounding Latin
Défense of the English People — rolled
like a lava of impassioned thetoric to
overwhelm the enemies of enlightenment

would

great tracts

and

As Latin ."_:t'rrl:tul'y of the
preésent=day  equivalent
of 4 Foreign Mmister to a revelulionary

and freedom.
Commonwealth :

government, he spent diligent hours por-
ing over documents and inditing letters
When after
Cromwell’s death the generals were plan=
ning to recall Charles [T as the King af
England Milton wrote ‘A ready and easy

until his evesight failed lum.

way [o esablish a prue commonwealth’
to stem the bde of monarclncal sentiment,

though \\'ilhwq SLICCeRs,

The revolution abortive. . Thae
generals and the gentry of England found
it more profitable to inves; in a monar-

Wwias

chy shorn of its powers. and certainly
thf::lg_[n it safer than the npihiun of an
awakened multitucle open _to the jnflu-
ence of radical groups like the Levellers
and the Fifth Monarchy men. Miltan
lived to see God's work in England go
all awry, betrayed by a peeple who had
proved themselves unworthy of the great
The returning Royalists were ex-
Cromwell's
om its grave, and

trust,

acling cruel vengeance,
body was disinterred fr

his head phu:f‘{l on a stake on the batle-
Sir Henry Vane

faced death and in

ments of the Tower.

and others JEiEDN-

ment, Milton weny underground, with
his property under a decree of confisca=

Tl'lr.‘ re

bars 1n |.|l:‘nl\'.

rencgades znd Irai-
Milton saw the decline
and fall in moral terms, az a consequence
Oi- I-ll'k r-‘i :‘--‘.'”-\‘f.!llll'ﬂl. IiL’ was Cm])il'
tered by the venality of the Generals and
the vacillating loyalties of the populace.
But though robbed of hope he did nol
He sets the altainment
And

the tension bewteen hiz surging hopes,

tion. were

abandon faith,

of liberty in a millennial future.

tended for years, and the grim sequence
of events that finally dashed them ta
the ground. finds expression in the epic

poem where poetry salves jhe pain of isoe
The famous
invocations to the Muse at the heginning
of some of the books of Paradise Lost
take it up as a refrain: Standing on
Earth, not rapt above the Pole.

lation, gmrief and despair.

More <afe | sing with mortal vojes,
unchang’d

To hoarse or mute, though fall'n on.
evil days

On evil days though fall'n and evil
tongues
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Defend Prisoners

The Legal Aid Committee has been
functioning since August 1972 to help
thousands of political prisoners living
in sub-human conditions in different jails
in India. Most of them being poor peo-
ple and peasants are not able to de-
fend themselves against the large number
of charges (sometimes as high as 60)
framed against them, If any one is
granted bail or acquitted, he or she i
lagged onto other cases and rearrested.

The task has not been easy. Getting in-
stand by the side of the victims irres-,
pective of their ideology.

The task was not easy. Getting in-.
formation and instructions from the
prisoners, organising legal defence in
various courts, acute financial and
numerous other problems, specially in
a regime of police terror, stand m our
way, But a large number of friends,
sympathisers, and democratic-minded
people and organisations have cooperated

During the past two years the com-
mittee has participated in various demo-
cratic movements to demand the release
of all political prisoners and protect the
civic and democratic rights of the people
al large.

The committee knows that very little.
could be done so far and that our efforts
barely touch the fringe of the vast prob-

lem. The committee appeals to progres- ‘
sive and democratic people and organi-
sations to set up support groups in their

rcspcc!i\'e ncigllb(mrhoods in order |to \

provide continuous help to the committee. |

It invites eriticism of s work
and suggestions. It appeals to all con-
cerned to come forward and help it fin-
ancially, organisationally and by com-
municating information about
still langmishing m jail.

those

Cheques drawn in favour of Bina
Banerjee may be sent to either of the
addresses given below Money orders,
cash and communications to the office

(2):—

|. Bina Banerjee,
Account No. 10816
United Bank of India, Sealdah,
Branch, 28, Acharya Prafulla Chan-
dra Roy Road, Calculla-9,

2. Jayasree Rana, Secretary, |Legal |
Aid Committee, 9, Old Post Office

Street, (First Floor), Calcutta-).
Office hours: 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Meonday to Friday
Sd/ Amar Prasad Chakravarty
President, Legal Aid Committee

Sd/- Jayasree Rana, Secretary,
Legal Aid Committee.
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Here is a LOOK FOR
to make M THIS MARKING

buyi
satistying @ ON EVERY

business CONTAINER

Very often you feel
disappointed, after

you have bought a
packaged commodity.

You realise you have paid
more and bought less.
Perhaps you have failed
to look for this marking®
on the contalner...

the marking that ensures
the net weight of the
packaged goods, be it
hread, detergent, oil or any
consumable item...

the marking that indicates
the right quantity for the
price you pay...

the marking that infuses
confidence in you when
you buy.

Underfilling and erroneous
markings on containers
are crimes under the
Weights and Measures Act
and severely punishable.
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darkness, and with dangers com-
round,

pasl
And solitude;
Visitst my slumbers nightly
VII).
It 1s the moment of loss, defeat, cor-
that

potmn

vet noy alone, while thou

(Book

suption of orignal nnocence finds

memorabile the time

and agamn:

EXpHession In

S0 Sayuig, ner rash hand in evil hour
Forth yeaching 10 the Fruit; she pluckd,

she eat -

Earth felt the wound, and Nature from
1“_'] seat

Sighing through all her works gave

r*i— woe,

signs

That all was lost.

A

How an thou lost, how on a sudden

lost,

Defac't, deflowrd, and now te Death

Buy its counter-point is a vision of the
original goodness of creation, its beneh-
cence and bounty for man,
the musical "Rese
ly Tiees” or in the swarms of fish that
“sporting with quick glance/Show to the
Sun the wav'd coats dropd with gold”

glimpsed
as in Dance the state-

Samn is now Cfln‘iidl’fc(! A more com=-
plex hgure than the cardboard monster
that amused the thirties. The very con-
ditions of liberty go into his making. But
lie removes the positive content of liberty
— which 15 but service of man and the
woild — to replace it with the worship
of his own will.
with fierce but barren desire while Adam

That is why he bumns
and Eve snjoy love “imparadised m one
aother's arms’,

The chayge of a lack of human. inter-
esl in Paradise Lost dates from Dy John-
80N 5 himes, and means oo maore than
a lack of interest in bourgeois domesticity.
Buy the central story is instinct with' Jove
and betrayal, forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion, to make it sufficiently human. Be-
sides, Milton sees what is obscure to purb-

lind pedants — that politics may be the
arena where the human soul is formed out

of struggle, at least in certain historic

epochs.
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Black Light

SANDIP SARKAR

RAKASH

tried to

Karmakar has all along
"‘?\‘}’.FI'.'JT{' the posaibilit)‘ of
visual language by & search for images
which would be capablé of communica-
ting  contemporary themes. His
work has never lacked archetypal under-
figurative painter
who has steered clear of surrealism. His
one-man show at the Birda Aca-
{December 24 to January 5)
pr{)\'{_'{l olice more lhill. I.'lf.: h:ld l]]('grcS'

He calls

currents, vet he is a

{.i(_'”l}’

sively changed for the better.

his theme ‘Black Light'—light that can-

not bear the onslaughy of darkness and
despair and almost becomes black. In
28 canvases, neither too large nor too
small, he treats this theme and improvi-
along.

ses as he goes

He makes use of genuine Indian vis-
ual sensibility, for let us admit that like
the genius of any language, there is such
variance of
Man in genéral and

a thing 25 a geographical
visua) language.
woman in particular have always been
used in art as an object of adoration, as
In Indian
painting the human body
18 highly stylised, but never seems to lack
the breath of life. Indian artists have
always been fascnated by ample breasts
and heavy Prakash takes over
from his ancestors this fascination for
the female body, but in the process the
image breaks up into fragments. The
broken pieces scatter and arrange them-

a symbol and an imagery,

sculpture and

1ips.

selves. -There are signs of torture and

lacerated agony. Semetimes he uses

these disemembered limbs as sithouettes
on the flat surface of the canvas.

He varies his imagery and starts from
that of a

being trampled by an untamed horse—

one of known ones WOmAn

and goes on o use a bouquet, which
locks less like Aowers and more like hu-

man beings, well-tounded breasts, prea-

nant bellies, hips, exposed wombs which

I(nJI:

eyes.

like (embs in a cave, and lips or
There is sometimes a brief candle
enveloped in darkness. He has com-
pressed and and blob of

green is enongh to suggest & tree. while

minimized

any member of the lumsn Hod

suggest a4 penon. His [

of the torse is l)reallh!nk : I3y
pamting he user the

men, with suggzestions of . FOWARI
in curved lined "and a cigal B dram
top of the canvas 1o il ademy ol
and also possibly the aq of &
Sometimes the body becomes 1§
breasts and the belly l:ecme Roman
ples and the resp of the borlz tual
A ug and all these -N'I‘Tlm [ e docs
form  themselves lnto &M
By a sinister process, everything
of death, decay aned alienstin
in this morbid state Prakish s Bibsank
faith, he makes us witness e of Spai
lies and even birth pangs & ag

lire

L of s

ghion  its
it and
o of

He is accurate and neat nd ppamic s
torial arrangement is clasie ! '}“’ <!
He has tned to judpe and' pfous ¢
mner urge, o be precie nd a l
and lueid in his linear movemens L poss
coloured areas are well & ,.._'_' ETuc:
he has postically mixed aml i -
colours with a prelerence fof our
hues and this reminds us of f h By os |

Here atiel therd ol fllor, m

e e 4 iy whic!
some similarities with  pastel

by .
ihrinedd

que of wash,

oL sC
the overall impression is that of'8 il
!}r“lhwﬂfk .. . 1[4

with restraint. g1
ment:
il
went.
Arun
everything known o litle 1WHINS of

A sV

for the mosy part.
[is composition, stvlisation W

colours are quite unexpeeted, bi

1

cate the decay of sociely andi

eIt
& wi

ity

to make the moral ool
Tie afily)

sm | have 18 that the coloor A

and ‘tries
ficant mm wvisual perms.

times a bil oo sweel, I le &

| would say that this is one oSl
. - _—
exhibitions | have been to /i

five wyears

CORRECTION

Rigmaroly's 4
and p. 8
The pma

It was of course
‘Digmarole” (p.
DecembBer 28 jssur).

nol J.'E:KL



Spartacus

Iy A Dranvia Crimic

and sense of oppression  which
words could not have brought out with
Equally powerful and
mesmeric was Draba's Mwbrdless tevolt

mere

such conviction,

with a Indent in his hand and his charge

to fall back on and willingly, let them-
selves be used as cannon fodder by a
cynical and ruthless establishment in the
interminable power game which goes on.
Unemployed, rootless hardened by ad=

ety BD Fza's novel Spartacus was
e lsatised  and  staged at the
ale | " Fine Arts L_\' the well known
copl goup Chetana”. The immortal
thing lﬁw slave vevoll in the days of
et an Empire is part of our in-
Iy 1 Wardrobe and the story
nod not need yetelling, The pro-
a i Wit was forceful and compe-
vihi performance of the
1 LI i consistently. high standard
h nes ot Ghosh gave a fine rvender-
preg M and brought out first the

politicised, these
voung men are pl‘w-'ic{:t(] \v‘f'ﬂll drugs.
alcohol, and debaded cabarel
dances 1o keep them on the leash, This
can only happen under a system which
i¢ [l disintegrating under the pressure

audience in the versity, msufficiently
This play was not merely an echo of

The

IIL':(Ef.' T.[‘.I(.i Ii]f: (?IT‘IO“O!IS C\'(}k!?d Ilil\'C i

ap the

arena.

the forgotten past. statements wamen,
— | | S sl
very specinl relevance to current condi-

tions in our countiy today. The rule of

there-

the privileged few continues metrily at ©f s own \'r.nt.r;\(lirti()n.ﬂ and has totally
outhved 1ts utlity.

It is a lasting tragedy for us {0 want
to copy the utterly bogus and debased
life stvle of the decadent Wes; uncler
the active encouragement of a vicious and
cold-blooded (.‘hllil)hélillll‘!l'll- Tl'lrlt ton
few are aware of the sinister campaigh
to corrupt the morals of the young and
thus stifle revolutionary initiative and
guell the mounting disaffection amongst
Il.mn \:hu\',"i o \\‘I‘Iﬂ.l Il'llsﬂlls I.hr.‘ govern-
If such

|I'It' exXpense f_.'f 111‘.' I;I:ld izlii'-CS (II'I!! ‘;'I'.

1 1
Wale Siavos. n(l!‘ can i:IH' discern I

various

discontent
Are we

smouldering sense of acule
spreading amongst the people.

not then wait for a modem Spartacus

to light the fuse and deliver us from

geony of indecision and later the insidiotie
il ef rebellion that triggered

stie ¥e reyolt and [ed to
nd S liceesses 1n Jjthe mitial stage.
in kit d Uhistdike appearance and  al-
' - . -~

g his charisma, Spartacus

T manacles?

a l\d |.' !

such
Letters

menl can go o prop itself up.

.\-n " . - » -
ol 3 . - Aht‘.l’l‘ﬂllﬂnﬂ catering for the base desires of the hai-
lemarcal plied i the end only to vemain - e
T B o e e Vast (8 man heart isn't one form of successful
N -I the ' ;m'"'“'"’}‘ B '|” As the crisis deepens i our country, oo oo roency, what is?
e forlg BRI slaves, Lourangajban o harrations of all sorts show up every Samir Mukerjes
i of the [ Draks, the lllWl!lf'Ith*“ black gla- pore Lately, cabaret dances and plays Caleutta
there L with ].ns nntur:dl ff-r-'--' with an aceent on sex have iavaded the
sste]l olnE fiter tumed into a feeling of respectable middle class areas of Calcutta.
A L ane apen defiance of his mas- Cabarets have normally been associated ‘Balaka’
that of 8 finder the looming shadow of : ] : i ] A
+« B - Lo . 21180 : with Westem-oriented mnight clpbs and
vork I8 penng slaye "“"_‘"‘ the result snooty restaurants in certain select areas The name of the group mentioned
,mmu with Spartacns who  of he city. but today Bengali plays with  in the drama review of December 21 s
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