
paper had a fresh and original approach which was
independent of government and a11political parties.

Yours sincerely
Sd.

lHumayun Kabir)

'\'1

8. Ashoke Road.
New Delhi.

November 24. 1967

Prof. Humayun Kabir
Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha)

My dear Samar Babu
As you know I have sometimes been un-happy

about the policy and the general trend of NOW.
When we invited you to be the Editor. we told you
that the Editor would have the full independence within
the limits of the policy of the Trust. The Trust
was established to advance the cause of democracy
and develop public opinion insisting on constitu-
tional methods as the only way of bringing about
radical change. The Trust has included some pro-
visions of the constitution among its Articles and as
such any appeal to violence or extra-constitutional
methods would be outside the policy ot the Trust.

I think you will agree that as Editor you have
had fulI independence not only in editorial but also
in financial matters. The Trustees had a right to
expect that you would honour the commitments
you had made with them but it seems that in the
recent months the paper has become the mouthpiece
of a particular political coterie. The Trustees have
never objected to independent criticism but they
cannot agree that the paper should toe the line of
:some anti national groups.

( had intended to talk to you when I was in
Calcutta in the last few days but I was too busy to
.do so. On my return to Delhi I have received the
enclosed letter fr om another trustee. It is time that

Minister for Petroleum &
Chemicals

Government of India
New Delhi

5th June, 1965

f~C5Q f~~ <fif9f ~t"OltC<fi9ft~tC~1~c~f~.,I '!ft~fit<\'

@~f~ C!f'€~1~.:

15th June, 1965,

Dear Shri Sen
For the first time since the publication of NOW

there are two or three articles which to may mind
have fallen from the high standard you have set
yourself ...You will remember that the central
policy of NOW must be non-alignment internally
and extrenally. This issue does lend some justifica-
tion to the cirticism that it leans a little to the left.
I am sure this is not the picture you have in
mind.

I am expecting to come to Calcutta on 24th or-
25th June when we can discuss this further.

Yours sincerely-
Humayun Kabir

Dear Shri...
... It (Now) is of course left wing, but you will

appreciate .that today almost all intellectuals are
left-wing. In the home of capitalism in U. S. A.,
left-wing forces are strong and vocal. All that we-
have to guard is that the paper is not destructive
and this I think we can definitely claim. Once Mr.
Tata was travelling with me in the plane and he said
that he liked the articles of Now even though he-
did not always agree ... Shri Masani also recently
had a talk with Shri Lalbhai Patel and told him that
while he often disagreed with Now, he found the'



we should meet with the members of the Trust in
which we can discuss the general policy of the
paper afresh and decide how it is to be run in the-
future.

Yours sincerely
Humayun Kabir

Copy of letter dated November 22, 1967 by
Shri M. R. Shervani, M. P. tRajya SabhaL 11
Sunder Nagar, New Delhi.

I am feeling increasingly unhappy at the Editorials
of 'Now'. It has almost become a mouth-piece of
the CPI(M).

After all, you and I are the founders as well as
owners of the paper as Trustees. I believe in an
independent journalism, but to do that, a journalist
should be a free lance. If Mr. Samar Sen has
accepted employment with us, he must carry out
our policy.

Yours sincerely
Sd/M. R. Shervani

Calcutta
December 14, 1967

Dear Sir,
We regret to inform you that your services with

this Trust as Editor of "Now" are no longer
required and are hereby terminated with immediate
effect.

One month's salary will be paid to you in lieu
of notice in addition to your salary up-to-date.

Yours faithfully,
for Nation Trust

(Sd.) Humayun Kabir
P. N. Tagore

Trustees
Sri Samar Sen,
15-C. Swinhoe Street,
Calcutta-19

P & 0 Buildings
Nicholson Road.

Delhi-6
2nd January, 1967
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25. Carlisle Mansions,
Carlisle Place,

London,S. W. 1.
1st July, 1965

Dear Sen,
I have formed a great respect for your paper

and should like to contribute to it again. Have you
anything particularly in mind to write about?
I don't know if I can manage it. but I'd like to if
I can.

Yours sincerely
Kingsley Martin
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