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Press Release

What’s Happening   In Chinsurah Rice Research Station ? GM Crop And Corporate 
Invasion  In Agriculture Via  Backdoor In Bengal. 

Right now Indian agriculture is passing through a deep crisis and food market is simply 
ablaze. 

• Agricultural  production  costs  have  jumped  several  folds  and  productivity  has 
declined due to unsustainable practice of the so called Green Revolution. 

• Future trading made the food market volatile and profiteering is rampant. 
• Corruption is the chief nourishment for this abnormal growth and decay. 
• The problems are mostly man-made, and Government policies are adding further 

fuel  to this fire.  

Despite all these odds, Indian farmers are facing the overwhelming task of meeting the 
food,  feed  and fiber  needs  of  the  nation. We suspect  that  the  crisis  has  been  partly 
designed to facilitate the entry of corporate agro-business concerns such as Monsanto and 
its allies in India.  It is becoming clear, day by day, that the corporate giants have chosen 
this vulnerable moment to enter into the Indian agricultural market, under the garb of the 
Second Green Revolution.  

Principal  aim

Their primary aim is to capture the market for agricultural inputs like seeds, pesticides, 
insecticides, herbicides, fertilizers, even water, to grab the value chain and control the 
public funded government or semi-government  research infrastructures. 

We suspect, that  they will  also  use India as a vast  testing ground for all sorts of risky 
GM related technologies  –  just like  unethical  clinical trial practice being carried out by 
pharmaceutical corporations. One was sanctioned and spearheaded by Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) and other by Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 
The latest incident in the Rice Research Station at Chinsurah  (RRS-C) where a  GM rice 
trial  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  GEAC (Genetic  Engineering  Approval  Committee), 
Govt. of India,  is an eye opener in this direction. 

RRS-C is linked with the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) which is a Manila 
based organization  that  introduced and controlled  the Green Revolution.  RRS-C now 



maintains about 1200 rice varieties in a moderately sized experimental farm, which is a 
very important task. 

Impractical Proposition

The proposed  trial of GM Rice, with a 200m isolation zone in this farm is not practically 
feasible.  It  will  interfere  with  its  normal  germ-plasm  maintenance  duty  of  RRS-C. 
According  to  Newspaper  reports,  several  leading  agricultural  scientists  have  publicly 
expressed  concerns  in  this  regard.  This  incident  has  clearly  revealed,  what  sort  of 
irregular practice is going on in the name of so called march towards “ Second Green or 
Evergreen Revolution” !  

One  investigator  in  the  Calcutta  University  is  reported  to  be  involved  in  this  whole 
episode. From the public interest viewpoint we want to know whether this investigator 
has taken permission from the competent state government authorities before sending the 
application  which  resulted  in  this  approval?  The  “Marxist”  Government  in  the  state, 
despite their constant rhetoric against Corporate and GM entry into Indian seed market is 
conspicuously mum in this whole specific issue. However, as informed citizen, we cannot 
allow this type of back-door entry of genetically modified Rice and corporate interest in 
our state.  The proposed tests,  as  reported by the media,  are  trying  to avoid even the 
minimum safeguards  prescribed  by the  GEAC. We call  the  attention  of  the  press  to 
further investigate and highlight this issue, which is of utmost importance to the farmers 
as well as the consumers of this state. 

India  is  one of the major  rice producing and rice consuming countries.  That is  why, 
Corporates such as Monsanto, Syngenta, Bayer, Du-pont, BASF, Wal Mart and others 
want to capture the Indian rice seed market. Moves to introduce GM rice have faced stiff 
opposition from Basmati  growing farmers in Northern India.  The Govt.  of India also 
expressed concerns – as Basmati export market will suffer, if they are contaminated with 
even nominal traces of GM products. We all know, that the GM foods are banned in the 
EU market. Hence, states such as West Bengal or Bihar are now being tapped to test 
other  GM  rice  varieties  to  make  the  initial  inroads.  These  states  are  rich  source  of 
varieties  of  rice  genotypes.  Once  contaminated  by  the  GM  rice,  the  loss  will  be 
immeasurable. We would like to alert all the stake-holders of this immense risk.

In principle, we are not opposed to any technology. But proper risk assessment must be 
independently done, adhering to the scientific norms and standards. And these should be 
made  transparent  to  all.  We lament,  that  such  scientific  spirit  is  now missing!   We 
strongly  feel  that  societal  utility  and  sustainable  development  must  be  scientifically 
weighed and ensured in a case to case basis. GM assessment should include all  such 
parameters, and foresight. So far, no such assessment in any Indian state or region has 
come to our notice. The Minister of Environment & Forests has asked for this from all 
the academies of sciences in the country – and the report they have submitted twice has 
no objective assessment, which is a shame! It clearly revealed, that the country is not 
even ready to  judge  vital technology impact issue such as GM seeds.



The benefits and risks of any particular GM crop depend on the specific and complex 
interactions of its ecological setting. Both evolutionary and ecological factors need to be 
evaluated. These studies must be published in peer-reviewed and open access journals. 
The natural history of a crop in a particular environment is of utmost importance, and 
studies to judge their drastic genetic manipulation  are sophisticated and  time consuming. 
This needs close and friendly participation of the farmers and local people. If they are 
kept in the dark,  it will be unscientific, unethical and illegal. However, this is exactly 
what is happening in various parts of this country. We want to resist all such attempts, 
and FAMA and TASAM jointly with all other like minded mass organizations will fight 
to protect the interest of our farmers and the public interest in general.

Finally, we would also like to point out that the scope of assessment of GM crops should 
be broadened to include alternative agricultural practices, ecosystem management, and 
agricultural  policy  in  general.  Such  an  assessment  would  be  facilitated  by  a  clearer 
understanding of the indirect costs of agriculture and the ecological services that support 
it. The benefits of GM crops should be compared to those of other means of agricultural 
intensification  such  as  organic  farming,  integrated  pest  management,  and  agricultural 
policy reform, which so far have been neglected by the government. In fact, numerous 
literature and studies (including UN agency reports) show, wherever such examinations 
have been carried out – the farmers’ benefits and societal goods from GM technologies 
failed to out-perform the traditional or agro-ecological practices.

 BT COTTON – AN EXAMPLE OF CLAIMS VERSUS PERFORMANCE 

A large number of reports now show that Bt cotton has failed as a crop; its yields have not 
been what had been forecast by the company, and inputs in terms of fertilizers and pesticides 
have been more than that of non-GM cotton.  

The  attempted  introduction  of  Bt  Brinjal  as  a  food  has  resulted  in  large  scale  protests 
throughout India. Government was forced to declare a moratorium, and those  scientists  who 
have supported Bt Brinjal have failed to prove that it is safe for health, safe for ecology, and 
will give long-term benefits to our farmers.

The contrary evidences are now mounting against introduction of Bt–seeds.  What has been 
actually  achieved,  through  the  introduction  of  Bt–technology  is  opening  a  floodgate  for 
widespread pesticide resistance of the insect pest, and contamination of the natural cotton 
plant  by pollen  flow from Bt  cotton plants.  As  a  result,  now in  places  like  Gujarat  and 
Maharashtra,  the  only  cotton  seeds  available  are  of  the  GM variety,  leaving  the  cotton 
growers at the mercy of Monsanto and its allies. It is no wonder that the highest number of 
farmer suicides are among the cotton growers of Maharashtra. Furthermore, Monsanto itself 
has accepted the fact that Bt-cotton has failed to resist pink boll worm which was their unique 
selling point. 

We understand that the introduction of GM seeds into Indian agriculture will surely displace 
the  traditional  seed  varieties  and  make  us  completely  dependent  on  the  foreign  seed 
companies jeopardizing the country’s food security. In fact, such an attempt is liable to be 
interpreted as giving up national sovereignty.  



DEMANDS

• The agenda of corporate-led ‘Second Green Revolution’ should be scrapped.
• The global food, seed and chemical giants should be stopped from entering into the 

Indian Market.
• Under no circumstances the public funded research establishments should be used to 

promote private interests. 
• The government should  protect and promote the cultivation of local seed varieties. 
• The  government  should  support  independent  research  initiatives  to  develop 

indigenous technology in harmony with the traditional sustainable practices already 
known to the local farmers.  
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