
State  Repression  on  Punjab  Farmers19  on  19 th June,  2012

Peasants  Resist  Forcible  Eviction  and  Acquisition  of  Land

At a time  when  the  Sowing  of  next  Crop  has  Begun

Fired  upon,  Baton  Charged,  Shoed,  Tear  gassed,  Water  Cannoned

More  than  a two  Dozens  Injured  severely,  including  many  Peasant  Women

A Dozen  Vehicles  Smashed

Village:  Charason  and  Balberah  (situated  on  Patiala  Kaithal  (Haryana  Road), about  20  K. M. from  Patiala  
District  

About  four  dozens  of  peasants  cultivating  village  common  lands  for  decades  were  beaten  up,  fired  
upon  and  sprayed  with  water  canon  when  they  tried  to  resist  occupation  of  their  small  agriculture  
plots  (ranging  from  ½ to  5  acres).  16  peasants  were  admitted  to  hospital  including  two  women  
while  dozens  more  received  baton  blows  and  did  not  reported  in  hospital.  One  person  has  a  bullet  
shot,  while  many  others  were  hit  by  teargas  shells.  About  300  farmers,  mostly  small  and  middle  
gathered  in  Charason  and   Balberah  villages  under  the  leadership  of  BKU (Dakaunda),   when  police,  
revenue  officials  and  rural  development  and   panchayat  raj  officials  descended  on  the  two  
adjoining  villages  of  Charason  and  Balbehra  to  wrest  control  of  about  140  acres  of  land.  Both  these  
villages  have  about  800  to  900  acres  of  community  lands  of  which  the  Punjab  and  Haryana  High  
Court  has  ordered  the  eviction  of  cultivators  from  140  acres  of  land.  The  people  have  reclaimed  
these  lands  after  a  hard  labour  of  generations  by  uprooting  jungles  and  bushes,  treating  salinity  of  
the  soil  and  leveling  of  land  which  had  remained  unfit  for  cultivation  throughout.  The  people  have  
worked  on  them  since  1950,  before  even  the  panchayats  were  constituted.  These  are  community  
lands  and  not  the  property  of  government  or  of  any  government  department.  The  lands  belong  to  
the  people  who  work  on  it  though  they  have  not  been  given  ownership  of  these  lands  as  these  were  
cultivated  mostly  by  poor  people  of  upper  along  with  dalits  and  backward  castes.  The  influential  
and  rich  farmers  who  reclaimed  the  land  got  decree  in  favor  of  them  from  the  various  courts  and  
became  the  owners  of  the  land  which  they  cultivated.  But  thousands  of  farmers  in  three  developmet  
blocks  of  District  Patiala  i.e.   Sanaur,  Bhunerheri  and  Samana  who  reclaimed  these  lands  
(Operational  Holders  but  not  the  owners)  are  now  being  pressurized  by  the  government  
departments,  land  mafias  and  ruling  party  politicians  either  they  should  get  these  lands   at  rent  
through  competi  tion  or  increase  the  rent  at  the  rate  of  40% annually  or  leave  these  lands  for  rich  
farmers,  bureaucrats,   land  mafias  etc.

One  can  term  this  as  the  height  of  caste  discrimination  prevalent  here.  (Even  an  official  from  the  
police  department  ridiculed  the  Jatt  peasants  when  they  told  him  that  they  owned  2- 3  acres  of  
land.  He did  not  consider  them  as  peasants.)  There  are  many  villages  throughout  Punjab  which  have  
this  kind  of  problem,  especially  in  the  border  areas,  in  areas  along  the  rivers,  and  in  the  foothills.  
Patiala  (a former  feudal  fiefdom)  is  also  a district  lying  at  the  border  with  Haryana.

Now  when  these  lands  have  been  made  fertile  through  decades  of  hard  family  labour  and  with  the  
rising  prices  of  land  in  this  era  of  SEZs and  MNC penetration  and  spurt  in  land  mafia  operations  the  
land  cultivated  by  poor  common  people  is  being  made  the  target.  It  is  easier  to  dislodge  them  
without  paying  any  compensation  with  the  argument  that  this  land  does  not  belong  to  them  
primarily.  The  government  in  Punjab  is  trying  to  wrest  back  village  common  lands  from  the  
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possession  of  the  people  by  terming  them  as  government  lands.  It  is  being  done  in  the  name  of  
generating  funds  for  the  panchayats  and  the  revenue  department.  However,  the  people  who  till  it  
already  pay  the  panchayats  and  revenue  department  regularly.  The  government  has  no  right  to  
venture  into  economic  affairs  of  these  community  lands.

This  is  totally  against  the  social  and  community  rights  of  the  people  over  their  lands  and  these  
things  are  to  be  decided  by  the  entire  Gram  Sabha  taking  into  consideration  the  well  being  of  all  
sections  of  the  village  people.  This  right  of  the  people  cannot  be  violated  under  any  rule.

This  attitude  of  the  government  lays  at  the  heart  of  confrontation  between  the  peasants   and  the  
state  machinery.  And  in  this  battle,  the  government  officials  violate  all  accepted  norms  and  rules.  
The  state  cannot  take  control  of  any  piece  of  land  without  informing  the  Sarpanch,  the  panchayat  
members,  the  concerned  person  who  cultivate  that  land  and  in  the  absence  of  any  decision  by  the  
Gram  Sabha  (the  gathering  of  the  village  people  as  a  whole)  because  the  land  belongs  to  the  village  
community . It has  to  announce  its  arrival  prior  to  the  act  of  possession.  In Charason  and  Balbehra  it  
had  come  twice  but  the  people  assembled  there  and   did  not  allow  it  to  carry  on  the  act  of  
possession.  The  government  has  also  tried  to  acquire  such  lands  in  other  villages  of  the  district  and  
at  some  places  it  forcibly  took  away  or  burned  down  ripened  wheat  crop  like  in  village  Haryaoo  
Khurd,  at  other  places  its  attempts  were  thwarted  through  the  resistance  of  people  like  in  village  
Kharabgarh.

On  19 th  of  June  it  came  unannounced  with  a  heavy  police  force.  The  people  started  gathering  after  
they  noticed  the  arrival  of  police.  They  informed  the  people  from  adjoining  villages  through  public  
address  systems  and  through  telephones  and  exhorted  them  to  come  to  their  help.  As  the  people  
men  and  women,  came  running  to  the  fields  and  on  their  motorcycles  and  argued  with  the  officials  
about  the  illegal  method  they  had  adopted  to  arrive  and  take  possession  the  things  came  to  a  boil  
and  both  sides  ended  up  in  a  clash.  As  the  police  was  armed  and  the  people  were  bare  handed  still  
the  people  were  able  to  make  the  police  forces  retreat.  As  more  police  forces  arrived  and  
outnumbered  the  people  the  police  was  able  to  deliver  heavy  blows  to  the  people  using  sticks,  tear  
gas,  water  cannon,  and  even  the  fire  arms.  The  police  allege  that  some  among  the  people  also  used  
fire  arms  is  just  a  subterfuge  to  justify  its  vast  repression  let  loose  on  the  people.  The  people  on  
their  part  say  that  they  only  hurled  broken  bricks  in  their  attempt  to  thwart  the  police  action.  Later  
the  water  cannon  vehicle  earned  their  ire  and  it  was  rendered  ineffective.

The  clash  continued  for  one  and  a  half  hour.  The  police  took  into  custody  one  of  the  local  leaders  
(block  president  of  Sanaur  of  BKU (Dakaunda)  Sukhwinder  Singh  Tulewal)  who  was  later  let  off  as  
other  peasant  leaders  of  the  area  argued  with  the  police  for  releasing  him.  With  more  than  one  and  
a  half  dozen  people  needing  admission  to  the  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  burns,  blows,  injuries  
and  fractures  the  people  rushed  them  to  the  district  government  hospital.

When  the  peasants  had  brought  their  injured  to  the  Rajindra  government  hospital  in  Patiala  for  
their  treatment  and  the  district  leadership  of  BKU Dakaunda  and  other  people  arrived  to  meet  the  
injured  in  hospital  they  found  the  hospital  premises  teeming  with  police  forces.  Nothing  of  sort  of  
anger  was  there  to  be  seen  among  the  people  as  they  were  busy  in  making  arrangements  for  the  
treatment  of  the  injured,  for  their  ex- rays  and  in  securing  medicines  and  money.  

The  police  officials  arrived  and  arrested  a  number  of  people  from  the  hospital  premises.  All  this  
went  on  peacefully  without  any  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  people.  A total  of  ten  persons  were  
taken  to  the  local  thana,  booked  under  various  cases  and  then  turned  them  over  to  the  Sadar  police  
station.  The  arrested  included  District  President  of  BKU Dakaunda  Dr.  Darshan  Pal,  District  
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Secretary  Satwant  Singh  Wajidpur,  Karnail  Singh  Lang,  District  Vice  President,  Mukhtiar  Singh  
Dullar,  Samana  Block  President,  Nirmal  Singh  Lachkani,  Patiala- 2  Block  President,  Jang  Singh  
Bhateri,  District  Committee  Member,  Darshan  Singh  Shekhupur,  District  Finance  Secretary,  Pala  
Singh  Dakala,  President  of  Dakala  village  … … …and  Gurmeet  (Satnam),  Writer  of  Jangalnama.

Two  of  the  leaders  were  severely  beaten  up  in  the  Sada  rThana .  One  of  the  two  was  the  District  
Secretary  who  had  protested  against  the  beating  of  Mukhtiar  Singh  Dullarh.  Police  officials  had  
slapped  Mukhtiar  Singh  Dullarh,  took  off  his  turban,  pulled  his  beard  and  booted  him  after  calling  
him  into  a  room.  He  is  a  marginal  peasant,  a  baptized  devout  Sikh.  This  was  enough  to  raise  a  
protest  from  others  and  the  district  secretary  raised  slogans  against  this  highhandedness  
committed  against  Dullar.  He  too  was  severely  beaten  up  for  raising  his  voice,  his  shirt  torn  off,  
turban  soiled,  pushed  to  lie  on  the  ground  and  shoed  in  the  belly  and  on  the  back  and  showered  
with  bad  names  along  with  Mukhtiar  Singh  Dullar.  In charge  of  Sadar  police  station  so  afraid  of  BKU 
(Dakaunda)  that  while  he  along  with  two  other  police  officials  was  misbehaving  with  these  two  
leaders,  he  raised  slogans  like  BKU-Murdabad  and  crushed  the  badge  of  BKU under  his  foot.  It 
looked  as  he  had  lost  control  and  was  behaved  like  a hysterical  patient.

In  the  mid  of  night,  all  these  ten  were  let  off  on  a  personal  bond  after  being  invited  into  the  
chamber  of  SP (D) for  talks.  It  was  agreed  that  the  police  and  revenue  officials  will  not  go  for  
possession  of  lands  in  any  village  and  no  more  arrests  will be  there  till  the  Kisan  Union  and  district  
officials  have  sorted  out  a solution  to  the  problem.

Next  day,  sixty  more  peasants  and  workers  of  the  Union  were  booked  under  various  clauses  of  the  
IPC. These  60  belong  to  a  number  of  villages  and  a  majority  among  them  is  from  Charason  and  
Balbehra,  where  the  clash  took  place  along  with  some  Union  leaders.  

On  the  20 th  of  June,  the  front  of  Seventeen  Peasant  and  Rural  Workers  unions  burned  effigies  of  the  
Punjab  government  throughout  Punjab  in  protest  against  repression  and  highhandedness  of  the  
police.

It is  a good  thing  that  some  Kisan  organizations  in  Punjab  are  taking  up  the  cause  of  dalit  and  other  
lower  caste  poor  peasants.

The  main  demands  of  the  peasant  organizations  are  as  follows:

1.  Those  peasants,  who  are  tilling  these  plots  for  five  decades  and  who  have  made  barren  
lands  fertile  with  labour  of  generations  be  declared  Abadkars  and  given  ownership  rights.

2.  The  concerned  police  official  (In  charge  of  Patiala  Sadar  Police  Station)  and  Block  
Development  and  Panchayat  Officer  be  booked  for  inflicting  injuries,  smashing  motorcycles  
belonging  to  the  people,  firing  without  warning  and  without  any  orders  from  the  Sub  Div.  
Magistrate  and  torture  in  the  Sadar  Thana.

3.  Cases  against  the  people  and  Union  leaders  should  be  withdrawn  immediately.

The  leadership  of  BKU  (Dakaunda)  invites  all  struggling  and  justice  loving  people  and  
organiza tions  to  stand  for  the  cause  of  Abadkars  and  condemn  the  repression  let  loose  by  the  
state  machinery.

Posted  on  June  21,  2012
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