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People of Nungba (Manipur) protested Oil Exploration and Drilling, 17 August 2012. Phto source: E-pao.net

Information Report (FIR) to communities
protesting against Petroleum Exploration in
Manipur at the environmental public hearing
organized by Manipur Pollution Control Board
(MPCB) on 17th August 2012 at Nungba. The
filing of FIR has proved that the Government
of India, Govt of Manipur and the Jubilant Oil
and Gas Pvt. Ltd (JOPL) only insists on
militaristic forms of development in clear
violation of indigenous peoples rights.

The Committee would like to clarify
that, Communities were expressing their
opinions freely against oil exploration in
Manipur. That, the Government of India,
Government of Manipur and JOGPL has signed
production sharing contracts and Petroleum
Exploration licenses in 2010 without informing
and taking the free, prior and informed consent
of the indigenous peoples of Tamenglong,
Churachandpur, Jiribam and rest of Manipur.
That, innocent villagers are duped to sign No
Objections        letters or NOC for Seismic
surveys by Alphageo Company without
informing them the details & impacts of seismic
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Physical Assault on Dalit Women by PDS Dealer (retired from Armed Forces)
in Patan, District Palamau, Jharkhand

Report of the joint fact-finding exercise by
a team of People’s Union for Civil Liber ties
(PUCL), Palamau and Right to Food
Campaign, Palamau

A joint fact-finding exercise was
conducted by the PUCL and RTFC Palamau
on 29.07.12 after all major newspapers
reported on 28.07.12 of a physical assault on a
Dalit woman by a Public Distribution System
(PDS) shop dealer in Gaharpatra village,
Panchayat Hisra Barwadih, Patan block of
Palamau district. Members of this team were
Jawahar Mehta, Shabbir Ahmed, Mithilesh
Kumar, Birendar Kumar, Rajesh Vishwakarma,
Ramanek and Shubham.

On the morning of 26th of July, 2012,

around 9 am, a group of women
(Saraswati Devi, Poona Devi,
Pankaliya Devi and others) from the
Jeervataan-Harijan Tola (a Dalit
hamlet in the village) in Gaharpatra
went to the PDS shop whose dealer
is Lalmani Singh, an ex-armed
forces person. They had heard of
ration being distributed at other
places. They enquired about their
ration which they were supposed to
receive every month; it was pending
since the last 4 months.

When the women asked
Lalmani Singh as to why they
weren’t getting the ration since 4

months, he shouted at them saying they won’t
get any ration for the next six months as well.
He dared them to go to any authority and do
whatever but he won’t give them ration.

When they again requested to the
dealer that in the drought like condition, they
needed the ration to survive, he started abusing
the women and asked them to get out of his
place. He also took out his gun and said he
would shoot them then and there.

The women asked him not to use
abusive language and said that there were
women in his family also and he should respect
them. On this, Lalmani Singh, his son Azad
Singh and his grandson, Regal Singh became

(Continued in page 2)

The Committee on the Protection of
Natural Resources in Manipur (CPNRM)
expresses our strong condemnation

regarding the news report of the
Manipur police of the Government
of Manipur for filing First
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surveys and oil exploration.
There is no question of

rioting during the public hearing at
Nungba. That, communities did not
resort to any violent means but
express their rightful opinions to
defend and protect their land and
future democratically. Rather the
communities were infuriated as the
MPCB’s officials hastily announced
postponement of the public hearing,
also in a clear cut case of deceiving
the communities.

There is no question of
coercion to the Deputy
Commissioner, Tamenglong, any
officials of the MPCB, and the
JOGPL representatives to cancel the
public hearing. The communities
were only demanding for a written
note of cancellation of public hearing
as MPCB and the Government
officials in earlier public hearings on
proposed Tipaimukh Dam,
especially the one at Kaimai Village
on 26th March 2008 has falsely
reported of public hearing despite
the fact that the hearing could not be
held due to massive protest from
affected communities. The CPNRM
would like to call upon the
Government of India, Government
of Manipur and the Jubiliant Oil and
Gas Private Limited (JOGPL) to:

* Stop all Oil and Gas Exploration
& Drilling in Tamenglong,
Churachandpur, Jiribam in Manipur
* Repeal Armed Forces Special
Powers Act, 1958

Sincerely Yours,

Pamei Tingenlung
Convenor
CPNRM

24th August 2012

very angry and said “You Chamarin
(lower caste woman) want to match
our women?” and started beating up
whoever was caught.

Out of his fear and guns,
some of the women ran away from
his place but Lalmani Singh and
others caught Saraswati Devi and
beat her with his gun, repeatedly
slapping, punching and ramming her
on ground. She became unconscious
because of the severe beating and
was taken to the Primary Health
Centre, Patan block with the help of
some villagers where she was
treated.

An FIR has been lodged against
Rajmuni Singh and others by
Saraswati Devi with the help of other
villagers and member of the
Panchayat Samiti, Kamuda Devi at
the Police Station in Patan. The Sub-
divisional Officer, Daltonganj,
Deputy Commissioner, Palamau and
Superintendent of Police, Palamau
have also been informed about the
case and a copy has been submitted
to them.

The copy of the FIR says
that the case has been registered
under IPC 341, 323, 504, 34 and SC/
ST Prevention of Atrocities Act,
1989.

(Oppose Attack on Democracy ....)

(Physical Assault on Dalit ....)
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The women said that they
received violent, abusive and
insulting response even after using
respectable language for the dealer.
“Despite using locally very
respectable salutations like Babu
Saheb and Gaunwa for the dealer, he
abused us so badly and even used our
caste names very insultingly. It was
our right and an entitlement from the
government that we were asking for.
After this incident, we feel so
terrorized that we wouldn’t be able
to go to ask for our ration for a long
time. He and his men are still
threatening us. They tried to stop us
from reporting to the police, the DC
and SDO. They say that if we raise
this issue, they would kill us! They
freely roam around with fire-arms. “

Other than the women
whom the dealer had assaulted, the
people in the village said that the
dealer had been very irregular in
giving rations. He had been filing
false entries in the ration cards of the

villagers. “If we go for buying
kerosene, he would also fill in the
entry for grains and give us none”,
they said. The people in the village
showed forged entries in their cards
to the team. It was also reported that
there is a significant number of poor
people in the village who do not have
ration cards.

Lalmani Singh belongs to
the Rajput caste and is locally a
feared man. He and his men carry
guns openly in the village and as per
the locals, his son Azad Singh was
arrested before for various cases.

The most important part is
that Lalmani Singh is a retired person
from the Armed Forces. This clearly
establishes that caste based
discrimination and atrocities can be
committed even by people who are
considered to be heroes in our
society.

Demands:
PUCL and RTFC, Palamau

demand the following for Saraswati

UP-PUCL Secretary Seema Azad Granted Bail

The PUCL welcomes the suspension
of sentence and granting of bail to
Seema Azad, UP-PUCL organizing
Secretary, today 6th August, 2012
morning from the Allahabad High
Court. Her lawyer Ravi Kiran Jain
told us that it took no time for the
Honourable Judges to suspend her
sentence and grant her bail. The
senior judge orally observed when
the prosecution was pushing for
rejection, that this was a case of the
right to hold different views which
had space within Indian Democracy
and the Indian Law. The names of
the Judges were Justice Dharni Dhar
Jha and Ashok Pal Singh.

The PUCL is extremely
happy that justice has finally

Devi and others:
1. Immediate Arrest of Lalmani

Singh, Azad Singh and Regal
Singh

2. Cancellation of license for PDS
shop of Lalmani Singh

3. Punishment to Lalmani Singh for
irregularity in ration distribution

4. Immediate distribution of pending
rations to all the card holders.

5. Compensation to Saraswati Devi
and payment of legal expenses.

6. Issue of ration cards to eligible
people in the village who
currently do not have cards (a
significant number of poor
people in the village mostly
from SC communities do not
have ration cards while most of
the upper caste people have it)

PUCL (Palamau)
RFC (Palamau)

prevailed and that Allahabad High
Court restored the Civil Liberties of
Seema and her husband Vishwa
Vijay, thus reversing the travesty of
justice that the district Court and the
prosecution had indulged in using
section 121 of the IPC “waging war
against State” along with various
sections of the undemocratic law
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) to detain her in prison.

Seema had been convicted
on the basis of hearsay evidence,
mobile sim and Maoist literature
which the prosecution alleged had
been found in her bag and her house.
It may be known that Seema was
taken on an illegal remand after
hundred and eighty days as the police

had no evidence to charge sheet her.
Also the evidence was tampered with
in the court.

The PUCL would like to
thank all the progressive groups,
fellow citizens and the media which
supported the struggle for the justice
and release of Seema Azad and
Vishwa Vijay and upholding the right
to dissent in Indian Democracy.

It may be known that on the
8th of June 2012 Additional District
Judge, Sunil Kumar Singh, Presiding
officer of the District and Session
Court, Allahabad, pronounced life
imprisonment to 36 year old Seema
Azad, writer and editor of Dastak (a
monthly magazine) and the
Organising Secretary of the People’s
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Union for Civil Liberties, Uttar
Pradesh branch, under sec 121 of the
IPC, waging war against the
Government of India and for
offences related to being a member
and supporter of a terrorist
organization. Her husband Vishwa
Vijay too was similarly sentenced.
The Judgement came exactly after
the two had spent twenty seven
months (two years and three months)
in Naini Jail. The exact sections

under which she was convicted are
(Sec. 13), for conspiracy to commit
a terrorist act (Sec. 18), for being a
member of a terrorist gang or
organisation (Sec. 20), offence
relating to membership of a terrorist
organisation (Sec. 38), for giving
support to a terrorist organisation
(Sec. 39), and under the IPC for
criminal conspiracy (S.120B),
waging war against the government
of India (S. 121) and conspiracy to

wage war against the government of
India (S.121A).

Prabhakar Sinha (President), V.
Suresh, Mahipal Singh, Kavita
Srivastava and Chittranjan Singh
(national secretaries)

August 6, 2012
New Delhi

Joint Protest Demonstration Against the State
Repression on Workers of Maruti Suzuki at Shram

Shakti Bhawan

Police brutally beat up
the protesters and

detained them

9th August 2012

On the recent development in
Manesar plant of Maruti Suzuki in
which 114 workers including 12
union body members has been
arrested and against repression on
Maruti Workers, a joint protest
demonstration has been organized by
20 organization and pro people
intellectuals on 9th august 2012.
Protester gathered at UNI building
and started their rally towards Shram
Bhavan with raising slogan in
solidarity with struggling workers
and against severe repression on
workers. Meanwhile police forces
stopped the protester to reach Shram
Bhavan. When the protesters did not
succumb to police barricading, the
police started abusing and dragging
people away. And finally resorted to
brutal beating up of the people, even
women comrades were not spared.
Then police forcibly detailed all
those who were protesting and taken

to Parliament Street Police Station.
We condemn the police atrocity on
the peacefully protesting people. We
stand by the struggle for Maruti
Workers and condemn the role of the
State machinery.

The incident of 18th July
shows total apathy from the state
government, its labour department,
civil as well as police administration
towards worker’s cause. Workers are
facing tough time due to highhanded
approach of Maruti management,
who is in clear connivance with state
government and its labour
department and they are entirely
responsible for the prevailing
industrial relations in the Manesar
unit of Maruti Suzuki India Pvt. Ltd.
The incident of 18th July is one stark
example of management
manipulation to push the worker in
corner. In the afternoon of 18th July,
a supervisor in the shop floor abused
and made casteist comments against
a dalit worker of the permanent
category, which was protested by the
worker. Instead of taking action
against the said supervisor, the
management immediately suspended

the worker concerned without any
investigation as was demanded by
the workers. When the workers along
with Union representatives went to
meet the HR to demand against the
supervisor and revoke the unjust
suspension of the worker, the HR
officials flatly refused to hear
worker’s concern. The
management’s attitude was quite
clear: they were in no mood to
resolve the issue amicably. They had
another nefarious design in their
mind. More than 150 bouncers
(private goons on the roll of
management) were called from
outside the plant to attack the
workers. They blocked the ingress
and out-gress of the plant with clear
motive to attack the unarmed
workers. This is criminal act on part
of the management which must be
condemned and immediate
cognizance of the issue must be taken
by those who are responsible for
bringing out industrial peace. The
move of the management caused fear
in the mind of workers and chaos
prevailed over efforts of workers’
union to arrive on an amicable
settlement.
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Meeting was addressed by
representatives of All India
Federation of Trade Unions (New),
Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra, ICTU,
Correspondence, Krantikari
Lokadhikar Sangathan, Krantikari
Naujawan Sabha, Krantikari Yuva
Sangathan, Mazdoor Patrika,
Mehnatkash Mazdoor Morcha,
Mazdoor Ekta Committee, Shramik
Sangram Committee, s, People’s
Union for Democratic Rights,
People’s Front, Peoples’ Democratic
Front of India, Pragatisheel
Mehnatkash Mazdoor Morcha,
Pragatisheel Mahila Ekta Kendra,
Radical Notes, Students For
Resistance, Sanhati-Delhi, Jati
Unmulan Andolan, Shramik Duniya,
Vidyarthi Yuvjan Sabha, Workers
Unity Trade Union.

Organizations feel that the management of Maruti Suzuki India
Pvt. Ltd. is entirely responsible for18th July incident. Speakers demand
that repression against workers should be stopped immediately and labour
law should be implemented properly in all factories and violator should
be severely punished as well as only permanent recruitment should be
happenned for the permanent nature of work. They also demand that:-

* An independent inquiry by reputed agency of India is constituted
immediately to inquire into the whole incident including the role
of management in 18th July incident.

* Immediately release all workers and take back to work who have been
falsely implicated in this case and witch hunt of workers be
stopped immediately.

* Security in-charge of Maruti Suzuki India Pvt. Ltd. be interrogated to
get the whereabouts of bouncers involved in the incident of 18th

July 2012 and they must be arrested immediately.
* Managerial staff responsible for employing bouncers must be arrested

immediately.
* Restore labour laws in Maruti Suzuki India Pvt. Ltd as well as in other

industries in Haryana.
* F.I.R. under S.C./S.T. prevention of atrocity act be registered against

supervisor who have made casteist abuse against worker.

If Human Rights activists think
they’ve the right to communicate,
have the right to share their
dissenting  views on various
government policies and actions,
agonies or joy with friends and
fellow citizens  by SMSs through
their mobiles, regarding rights
violations due to corrupt practices
deeply housed in the existing
administration of the state and in
private institutions with its
clandestine administrative
patronage, the West Bengal
Government with its   Lalbazar,
‘famous’ for its unlawful abuse of
Police powers, is there to teach them
a lesson.

The following are some
recent facts :

* In recent weeks, quite a few rights’
activists have found their

You May Not Telecommunicate
The Latest Assault on Human Rights in West Bengal

mobile services terminated.
* On query, their mobile service

providers have informed
that services have been
discontinued on instruction
from the cyber crime
department of the Kolkata
police.

* On approaching the police for
clarification, the activists
have learned that FIRs has
been filed against some of
them at the Jorasanko
police station, alleging that
these individuals have
misused their mobiles.

* The nature of the alleged misuse is
far from clear.

* The police have not clarified why,
and on the basis of what
investigation, have mere
FIRs led to this drastic

action.
* When the aggrieved activists or

APDR contacted the
police, they were told that
the exact complaints
against them cannot be
traced unless they obtain
the exact reference number
and date of the instruction
from the police to the
service providers.

* Nor have the mobile service
providers provided the
aggrieved activists copies
of the instructions that they
have received from the
police.

* So, they have been made to feel
utterly harassed and
frustrated.
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The following features
stand out:

* The action has been taken against
activists who have, in the
recent past, dissented
various government
actions.

* All these activists have, in the
recent past, circulated
SMSs critical of
government actions.

* The activists whose services have
been blocked have not been
intimated either of their
offence or the impending
action against them.

* The police have acted against the
activists mentioned in the
FIRs, if any, in a hasty
manner while in the recent
past they have taken no
action on many other
complaints. The complaints
lodged by the APDR
against goons who had
attacked its rally at Hazra
crossing in Kolkata, by
women victims of sexual
assault, even by a woman
forced to undergo a foetal
sex-determination test are

cases in point.
* So, the action is arbitrary,

discriminatory and
amounts to violation of the
victims’ civil liberties as
well as consumer rights and
human rights.

We would like to point out
that these actions are

* examples of the assault on the
freedom of speech and
expression by the state, and

* assault on individual liberty,
especially one’s right to
communicate.

 Victim No. Blocked Service 
provider 

Date  Background 

Sumit Chowdhury  9830249430 Vodafone  23.07.12 
 

Social activist. 
Immediately before the 
action, he had been 
campaigning in 
solidarity with the 
movement of the Maruti 
workers. 

Kunal Guha Roy 9143137099 MTS 14.07.12 Environmental activist. 
Immediately before the 
action, he had been 
campaigning against the 
murder of Tapan Dutta, 
who had launched a 
movement to save the 
Dankuni wetlands. 

Uttan 
Bandyopadhyay 

9831240790 Airtel 13.0712 Patients’ rights activist. 
He had spread the news 
of a court judgement 
pulling up the 
management of the B.M. 
Birla hospital for 
practices against 
patients’ interests. 

Dr Shyamal Roy Several 
numbers 

Mainly 
Docomo 

06.04.12  Information activist. 
Runs a mobile news 
network on people’s 
movements and related 
issues called Dadhichi. 
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* calculated and politically
motivated but gross misuse
of the IT Act, 2008
[particularly Section 66(A)
of this Act] by Lalbazar.

Therefore, this action is a
violation of articles 19 and 21 of the
United Nation’s Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
Article 19 of the Indian Constitution.

We, rights activists and
other concerned citizens, vehemently
protest against this action.

We demand:
* that the suspended mobile service

of the activists be restored
immediately, and

* that all those who are parties to this
abject violation of natural,
legal and constitutional
rights be immediately
brought to book.

We further urge upon the
government to desist from all efforts
to curb the rights to freedom of
expression thereby destroying the
very fabric of democracy and better
listen to the voices of dissent and act
upon them.

Some details of the recent
violations brought to our notice are
provided in the table listed above.:

We request the media,
whose very existence depends on
the freedom of expression, to give
wide coverage to our protest and
demands.

Thank you
Yours sincerely

Dhiraj Sengupta
General Secretary, APDR.

9 Aug 2012

PUDR condemns growing incidents
of sexual assault by CRPF personnel
on young women in Paikmal block
of Bargarh district in Odisha. On July
24, a few CRPF personnel placed in
the same block assaulted a 20-year-
old woman of the Vindhyabasini
colony of Paikmal. The jawans of
CRPF accosted her as she was
collecting water from the tube-well,
and asked her to go with them to the
forest nearby for which they offered
her money. When she refused, she
was dragged. On resisting, she was
kicked, marks of which are still on
her body. She somehow managed to
outwit them, and return to the village
where she narrated the incident to
villagers present. In the evening the
villagers decided in a meeting to
lodge a complaint with the local
police. Initially the thana-in–charge
and the SDPO of Padampur refused
to lodge a FIR against CRPF on the
pretext that it required the
permission of SP Barhah. It was only
after when 100-150 villagers
gathered and put pressure that the
local police was forced to register the
complaint again the CRPF
personnel. The local police was even
reluctant to give a copy of the FIR
to the complainant.

The next day, the CRPF
Commandant from Nuapada, visited
the victim at her house on the pretext
of conducting a departmental
enquiry into the incident. He was
accompanied by 50-60 jawans of
CRPF and the thana-in-charge. The
jawans had cordoned the victim’s
house. There were no women police

Sexual Assault by CRPF Personnel
on a Woman in Odisha

officers when he spoke to the victim.
He explicitly asked her to withdraw
the police complaint as she would be
unable to pursue a long-drawn legal
battle herself. Such intimidation of
the woman by the CRPF
commandant is condemnable.
Instead of giving justice to the
woman, the efforts are geared at
protecting the accused. A complaint
has been lodged by the woman at the
State Womens’ Commission on
August 1.

According to a local
journalist the incidence of
misbehaving with local women by
CRPF jawans is quite rampant.
These jawans lure women by
throwing currency notes on them in
a lewd manner and also lecherously
stare at them when these women
bathe in the nearby check dam. As a
consequence, girls and women of
this village are scared of going to the
check dam for bathing. Importantly,
this is not the first case; many such
allegations have come in the recent
months from other villages of
Paikmal and Khaprakhol Blocks.
Such incidents draw attention to the
intimidation and vulnerability that
people, especially women face in
areas where security forces have
been posted to ostensibly tackle
Maoism.

Paikmal in Bargarh district
of Odisha, is in the foothills of the
Gandhamardan mountain range of
western Odisha. Paikmal has been
part of the anti-BALCO movement
of the late 1980s. Again in the last
few years NALCO, setting its eyes
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on the Gandhamardan hills again for
bauxite mining, has agitated the
people of this region. To suppress the
agitation and resistance to mining by
the people, the government has
unleashed the paramilitary forces on
the people. Murder of two activists
in fake encounters in December
2010, is an instance of that. In the
apparent bid to fight Maoists, the
CRPF has helped the state suppress
the people’s resistance to the mining
of Gandhamardan hills for bauxite.
The result is routine harassment and
interruption of all activities of the
local people and the total lack of
safety for women in their daily tasks.

While condemning the
sexual assault by the CRPF
personnel on the young woman,
PUDR demands the following:

* The local police should
immediately initiate legal action
against the erring jawans and render
all possible help to the woman in the
legal fight. The local police should
protect the innocent and not the
culprits; the local police should not
allow itself to be partisan, whatever
the difficulty.

* Justice should be secured
immediately to the woman.

* The State Women’s
Commission should be serious about
the assurances it has given to the
woman and follow up on the case in
the interest of the woman.

* The government should
withdraw all para-military and
security forces forthwith to ensure
that such acts are not repeated.

Preeti Chauhan and Paramjeet
Singh (Secretaries)

People’s Union for Democratic
Rights

Shiladitya Chowdhury’s arrest on last
Friday by the Belpahari police was
actually a politically motivated arrest
instigated by the Chief Minister
herself where political intolerance
seemed to be the driving impulse. It
shows how the Hon’ble Chair of the
Chief Minister is presently cross
pegged against democracy and
citizen’s right to dissent and right to
public protest under Art 19.  It’s said
the test of tolerance comes when
someone is in the brute majority.
Here, she has utterly failed. APDR
is sharply critical of the arrest of
Shiladitya on manufactured ‘reality’
and concocted charges which are a
product of an abhorable after-thought
under political insistence from
highest office in the Writers’
Buildings. It’s an affront against the
Apex Court judgment and Order of
22nd September2006 (Prakash Singh
vs. Union of India) for urgent police
reforms to free the police from
unwanted political interference.
Police mustn’t continue to act today
as stooges of the political executives
as rampantly happened in the past.

APDR and its branches in
Paschim Medinipur will conduct a
fact-finding on this incident very
shortly together with protests in all
other forms including street corners
in Kolkata and elsewhere.

We request our Hon’ble
CM not to further make a mockery
of the failing system of criminal
justice in our state (together with the
rest of the country) of which she
herself was a victim at Barasat in
1994 (her arrest was ordered by the
Barasat CJM Siddhartha Roy
Chowdhury who asked Kolkata
police deputy commissioner
(headquarter) to arrest and produce

Statement on the Arrest of Shiladitya
Chowdhury

Mamata Banerjee before the court on
February 2, 2006).

On earlier occasions we
found her expressing her displeasure
ordering police actions against a girl
who dared to question about her role
in the Park Street Rape case. This also
happened to a school boy in the past
in Jyoti Basu Jamana.

Democracy teaches
tolerance; but, for the emerging
scenario in West Bengal we see
power corrupts at a faster rate than
democracy teaches leading to
tendencies of autocracy in
governance. APDR appreciates the
public denouncement of police
actions against Mr. Shiladitya from
various quarters of the society and
demand for justice to him and his
family including his unconditional
release.

APDR further demands true
sympathy and compassion for
Shiladitya from our Hon’ble CM in
admitting  falsity of her public
allegation against him as ‘a Maoist’
and compensate for losses incurred
by him and his family.

APDR strongly denounces
the campaign of hatred let loose by
some very close cabinet colleagues
of our Chief Minister against Human
Rights movement calculated to
defend the wrongs done to their
dissenters by the present government
in the state. Surprisingly, they ‘loved’
Rights movement before May,
2011pre-poll Singur-Nandigram
days.

Dhiraj Sengupta
Association for Protection of
Democratic Rights

14th August, 2012



 CDRO Bulletin                9

The Human Rights Forum (HRF)
takes strong exception to the recent
declaring of the Revolutionary
Democratic Front (RDF) as an
“unlawful association”. This is
clearly part of an attempt by the
government to proscribe that
organisation. We also condemn the
extension of the ban by one year
(under the AP Public Security Act,
1992) on the CPI (Maoist) and six
of its affiliates.

We are of the view that the
AP Public Security Act is a political
instrument disguised as penal law.
What it proscribes is not violence –
which has been proscribed ever since
the birth of the State in history – but
social sympathy and political like-
mindedness with the view point of
the naxalites. Such an approach is
unacceptable in a democracy.

HRF feels there is a
pressing need to have a meaningful
and effective policy to handle the
naxalite phenomena. We have
consistently held that the naxalite
movement is a political movement

with a base among the people,
particularly among sections of the
most deprived and marginalised. The
factors that have given rise to the
naxalite movement are immense
material deprivation, social
oppression and un-freedom. A
meaningful and effective
governmental policy would be one
that will address this deprivation.
Instead of doing so, the government
is treating the naxalite movement as
an outbreak of sheer criminality and
fashioning undemocratic tools to
meet it. This is fundamentally
antithetical to the democratic spirit.

A democratic government
will address the many issues
concerning the people that the
naxalite movement has thrown up
and not resort to banning parties and
organisations. Apart from the ban
being objectionable in principle,
there is strong likelihood of its abuse
against political opponents and those
with dissenting views, particularly of
the underprivileged. We have seen
this over the years in AP.

Press Release from Human Rights Forum

HRF calls upon the
government to desist from any
undemocratic action against the RDF
and to revoke the ban on the CPI
(Maoist) and its affiliates. The
government must make serious
efforts towards addressing the
Maoist movement politically. It is
not our case that the instruments of
the government must keep silent
when the Naxalites indulge in
violence. The police must deal with
acts of violence, but they must do so
fully respecting people’s rights and
the Constitution. Banning parties
does immense harm to the very
notion of democracy.

S Jeevan Kumar
(HRF State president)

VS Krishna
(HRF State general secretary)

August 16, 2012

Kashmir civil society express
concern over Amarnath construction
plans Civil society groups of
Kashmir express their serious
concern over the recent Supreme
Court directions to the J&K
government for undertaking civil
engineering works leading to
construction of roads and other
infrastructure in the environmentally
fragile Himalayan habitat around the
Amarnath cave shrine in the valley

Statement on Amarnath Construction Plans in Jammu &
Kashmir

of Kashmir. This move comes even
as the committee formed by the
Hon’ble court for recommending
ways and means to promote safe
journey of pilgrims to the cave shrine
is yet to submit its report.

At a joint meeting of
various civil society groups held on
16 August at Srinagar, the following
resolution was adopted:

i) While we fully share
governmental concern to ensure

good health and well-being of the
intending pilgrims, we believe that
the yatra must be conducted in
accordance with the National
Environment Policy, the State Forest
Policy and also the Nitish Sengupta
Committee recommendations.

ii) Given the fact that a vast
population of the Kashmir valley
depend on the drinking water that
originates from the glaciers around
the Amarnath site, we believe any
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increased human activity through
large scale construction works will
greatly enhance pollution, pose
serious challenges to public health
and result in irreversible damage to
the flora and fauna of the area,
critical to tourism and agriculture of
the region. It must be noted that the
area through which the current tracks
lead to the Amarnath cave in the
Sonamarg area fall under the
Thajiwas Wildlife Sanctuary, and as
such any construction activity will be
in contravention of the established
laws. Conserving the pristine waters
of the Lidder, the Sindh, the Jhelum
rivers and their tributaries must be a
common goal, irrespective of
religious beliefs, political affiliation
or any worldview one might
subscribe to.

iii) We strongly believe that
the principles of conservation for
environment and administrative
facilitation as applied to the
pilgrimage to Holy Gangotri and the
larger conservation plans for the
Holy Ganga river be applied to the
pilgrimage to Amarnath shrine as
was the established practice in the
past. Any politicisation of the
pilgrimage could be fraught with
serious consequences.

iv) We note with deep
appreciation the government of
India’s in-principle nod for declaring
the 135-km stretch of the Ganga
between Gaumukh and Uttarkashi as
an eco-sensitive zone in November,
2010, seeking specific measures to
protect the rich biodiversity of the
region. We also view with
satisfaction that the National Ganga
River Basin Authority (NGRBA) has
approved discontinuation of 3 hydro-
electric power projects-
Bhaironghati, Pala Maneri and
NTPC’s Loharinag Pala proposed on

the river to improve the overall water
quality in it. We demand that the
same principles be applied for the
conservation of the area surrounding
the Amarnath shrine in Kashmir and
no human activity be undertaken
there in a manner that will
irreversibly damage the fragile
ecology of the area. Application of
uniform principles of conservation
and protection are not only
necessitated by the imperatives of the
National Environment Policy and the
National Forest Policy but also
emphasized by the uniform standards
of judicial principles.

v) We call upon the Central
Empowered Committee on Forests
and Environment and the
Parliamentary Standing Committee
of Environment to initiate steps that
the national environment and forest
policies be implemented in letter and
spirit and the plans of large scale
construction around the Amarnath
cave shrine be subjected to legal
scrutiny in the light of the established
laws and policies.

vi) While we support
administrative measures to ensure
good health and well-being of the
pilgrims undertaking the pilgrimage
to Amarnath shrine, we believe
construction of roads and cable cars
will not help in preventing deaths
because of the inherent health risks
in high altitude travel. It is a
medically established fact that
gradual acclimatization is needed for
ascent from 5000 feet to 14,000 feet
for any human being, including
pilgrims. Acute Mountain Sickness,
High Altitude Cerebral Edema
(HACE) and High Altitude
Pulmonary Edema (HAPE) can
happen in otherwise healthy people
as well if the basic principles of
acclimatization are not adhered to.

These clinical conditions contribute
substantially to high mortality
encountered during the yatra. The
health hazards are compounded in
the elderly, persons with high blood
pressure, heart disease, pulmonary
insufficiency and diabetes. Pilgrims
are especially susceptible to
hypothermia and hypoglycemia
which amplify morbidity and
mortality. An equally important
aspect of unregulated number of the
yatris and extended duration of the
yatra results in outbreak of water-
borne diseases namely –
gastroenteritis, hepatitis, typhoid etc
causing immense morbidity among
people using the polluted water.

vii) We strongly
recommend authentic medical
clearance for the intending pilgrims
on the pattern of the Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra where pilgrims
above 70 years are not allowed to
undertake the yatra and pilgrims are
to produce genuine medical
certificates certifying their health
status.. We believe these very basic
measures will greatly help in
preventing pilgrim deaths in the high
altitude area and at the same time
ensure conservation of highly fragile
and precious eco-diversity of the
area.

Srinagar
18 August 2012

Signed by:
Abdul Majeed Zargar (Chartered
Accountant), Akhtar Rashid (Former
chief engineer & social activist), Dr
Altaf Hussain (Pediatrician),
Anuradhu Bhasin Jamwal
(Journalist), Anwar Ashai, Arjimand
Hussain Talib (Development
consultant/columnist), Dr. Ashraf
Beg (Writer/columnist), Bilal
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Ahmed Dar (Academician), Faiza
Qadri (Electronics engineer), Dr
Hameeda Nayeem (Academician/
chairperson-KCSDS), Dr Hina Altaf
(Dermatologist), Dr. Javed Iqbal
(Columnist/writer), Kaiser G
(Director, Punjab Technical
University, Srinagar), Khurram
Parvez (Human rights activist),
Khursheed Ahmed (Academician),
M. Saleem Beg (Head INTACH-
J&K chapter), Dr Maroof Shah

(Veterinarian), Muhammad Shafi
Khan (Social activist), Dr. Mubeen
Shah (President, J&K Joint Chamber
of Commerce & Industry), Nadeem
Qadri (Environmental lawyer/
activist), Dr Omar Kirmani
(Radiologist), Peerzada Ashiq
(Journalist), Parvaiz Bukhari
(Journalist), Qurrat-ul-Ain
(Academician), Raja Muneeb
(Social activist), Riyaz Ahmed Lone
(Pahalgam Peoples’ Welfare

Organisation), Shakeel Qalander
(Ex-President FCIK, Kashmir),
Shujaat Bukhari (Senior Journalist),
Shuja ul Haque (Journalist),
Sulaiman Hussaini (Medical device
professional), Umar Shafi Trumboo
(Businessman), Zahir-ud-din
(Lawyer/columnist/human rights
activist), Zareef Ahmed Zareef
(Poet/activist), Z G Muhammad
(Writer/columnist), Dr. Raja
Muzaffar Bhat (RTI Activist)

PUDR strongly condemns
banning of Revolutionary
Democratic Front (RDF), Andhra
Pradesh Unit by Andhra Pradesh
Government in the name of
‘Maoism’ under the draconian
Andhra Pradesh Public Security
Act, 1992. This is the latest
instances amongst the series of
repressive measures adopted to
criminalize political opinion and
legitimate activities of
organizations and its members; to
crush democratic voices and
people’s movement in name of
‘fighting Maoism’.

RDF has been
consistently opposing and
campaigning against the ‘anti-
naxal’ military operations, fake
encounter killings, anti-people
policies and militarization in the
tribal regions of Central and
Eastern areas. For campaigning
against anti-people policy of
government, Andhra Pradesh
government termed the RDF, an
organization which does not have
a formal organizational structure

Condemning Banning of Revolutionary Democratic Front in
Andhra Pradesh

nor has units across AP, a ‘frontal
organization of Maoist’, a part of
‘Tactical United Front’, which
carries out ‘unlawful activities’ in
the state.

If state puts citizens
behind bars or kills them in
encounter for questioning its anti-
people policy, for opposing its
repressive regime, then it smacks
of authoritarianism. Government
should know that by branding
oppositions as ‘Maoist’, banning
democratic organizations and
killing dissenters, it cannot
suppress people’s voice, rather it
will further deepen the
subversion of constitutional
democracy.

PUDR strongly
condemns AP Government’s
policy of suppression and
repression of democratic voices
rather than cleaning up its own
acts and policies. Banning of
RDF and other organizations is
an act of direct assault on the
democratic and civil rights
movement. We oppose all the

draconian laws which
consistently used to stifle
oppositions. We strongly
condemn the act of banning and
criminalizing RDF.

PUDR demands
immediate revocation of banning
all democratic organization and
also immediate repeal of all the
draconian laws.

Paramjeet Singh and Preeti
Chauhan
(Secretaries)
People’s Union for Democratic
Rights

19th August 2012
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Land acquisition for the Kutku Dam
Project began in 1986. The
government did not stop work
despite widespread opposition. On
6th August 1997 there was a
tremendous flood. The dam gate got
jammed due to branches from the
forest flowing down. As a result the
flood water spread into surrounding
areas causing terrible devastation.
People were swept away by the flood
waters and were killed. People’s
houses and animals were also swept
away. Despite repeated appeals to
the officials in charge the gate was
not cleared. Finally the Maoists
killed the Chief engineer Baijnath
Mishra. Some people have also been
jailed in this case. But this incident
gave the government a good
opportunity to suppress people’s
protest. Kutaku Dam Virodhi
Sangharsh Samiti’s Jagat Singh was
falsely arrested twice despite the
Maoists having taken responsibility
for the incident. The people living
in nearby areas damaged the
materials meant for building the dam.
The dam has not been allowed to be
completed to date. In the name of
anti-Naxal operations police and
CRPF personnel are harassing the
local populace. Recently during one
such operation on 31 July the police
arrested 3 youth of the Adim tribe
from Chemo-Saniaya Village, and a
tribal boy named Madan Khalkho
from Ayar Kutku. According to the
villagers the police first planted
some objectionable material in
Madan’s house and then on the
pretext of showing the way they took
him away. The thanedar/ constable
from Bhandariya PS placed a bag on

Peoples Movement against KUTKU Dam Project in
Jharkhand

Madan’s shoulder after which he
took a photograph of Madan
standing under the Imli tree in the
center of the village. The villagers
went to the police station in protest
but nobody listened to them. Due
procedure was not followed in
making Madan’s arrest. Madan’s
wife Durgi Bara has complained
about this to the State Human Rights
Commission.
A meeting of the people belonging
to the submergence areas of Mandal
Dam was held in Kutku village on
23 July. About 1000 people from 32
villages attended the meeting.
Collectively the people took the
following decisions:

1. The Dam would be
opposed whatever the
circumstances

2. Compensation for the land
acquired for the Dam
wouldn’t be accepted.

3.  They would demand that
the Government
compensate for the damage
due to the flood.

4. A meeting of the Kutku
Visthapit Sangharsh Samiti
would be held every
Sunday.

5. Some young men would be
included in the Samiti.

Its to be noted that following the
meeting the police patrolling in the
name of Naxalite operations has
increased. The CRPF has arrested 4
youth from Kutku Sunaiya Chemo
etc villages and sent them to jail. On
1 July the police requested Madan
Khalkho to show them the way.
Following this, the constable from

Dhanariya placed a bag on his
shoulder and photographed him.
Then they started taking him to the
police station. When the village
people protested the security forces
trained guns on them.Later the
women from the village went to the
police station together with the
village headman (mukhiya) , but
nobody answered their queries. Its
worth noting that due procedures (as
per the DK Basu vs. the Government
of India judgement) were not
followed.
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From 18 July prisoners of Alipre
Central Jail and Presidency Jail of
Kolkata stared hunger strike
demanding speedy trial or bail. Most
of them are in the jail from atleast 3
years to 14 years. Their logic is very
simple. If former telecom minister A.
Raja, Kanimojhi, Suresh Kalmadi in
central level and MLA Susanto
Ghosh, former MP Laxman Seth
(both accused in mass killing) in state
level can get bail why are they being
refused. There are several cases like
Eklakh Ahmed Khan (14 years in
Presidency Jail as UTP), Abu Nasir
(10 years as UTP), Bappaditya Dey
(6 years in Alipore Central Jail as
UTP) and so on. They had also
protested few months ago. The
minister then talked to them and
promised to solve the matter quickly.
Few cases of prisoners are listed
below:

Krishna Kumar: Dhali; actual name
is Sanjib Kumar Mondol
Father’s Name: Sumangal Mondol
Village: Jaynarayanpur
P.O: Santinagar
P.S: Haskhali

Arrested in 11 November
2009; accusing to be Bangladesi. He
has pan card, bank account named
Sanjib Mondol, during hunger strike
forcefully he had been taken to
Baruipur Court where he got
senseless in prison van and
hospitalized.

Bappaditya Dey
Father’s Name: Deb Prasad Dey
P.O: Hind Motor
P.S: Uttarpara

Recent Hunger Strike in Presidency and Alipore Central
Jail in Kolkata

District: Hoogly
Arrested on 2nd August 2006, alleged
involvement in murder.

Manoj Prasad
Father’s Name: Rajendra Prasad
1229 Mahatma Gandhi Road
Hardevpur, Kolkata – 82

There are so many names.
Among the prisoners involved in
hunger strike Somenath Tanti and
Sambhu Naskar are in the hospital
till today. Sanjay Das and Kailash
Mahato were refused admission by
local hospital authority of Bangur
and National Medical College
Hospital when they were taken there
for severe weight loss and breathing
problem as a result of continuous
hunger strike. We have received
information that at least 300
prisoners had started the hunger
strike. Political prisoners like UAPA
arrester Gour Chakroborty,
Benkteswar Reddy alias Dipak, life
term political prisoner CPI (Maoist)
leader Patit Paban Halder, Santosh
Debnath were token participants in
the general prisoners’ movement.

To support their movement
Bandi Mukti Committee had
organized many programmes. On 31
July Bandi Mukti Committee
submitted a deputation to the IG
Prison Ranvir Kumar. On 2nd August
Committee met political prisoners
Gour Chakroborty, Patit Paban
Halder and Santosh Devnath in the
Presidency Jail to know the
movement in details. On the same
day Committee also met State
Human Rights Commission
Chairman Ashoke Kumar Ganguly

and gave details of the movement.
State Human Rights Commission
knew for the first time about the
hunger strike from Bandi Mukti
Committee on the basis of our
deputation (report published in the
Hindu on 11 August). Human Rights
Commission sent a letter to the High
Court registrar and Chief Justice of
Kolkata High Court to take up
necessary action on the matter.

On 7 August Bandi Mukti
Committee organized a protest
meeting in front of the Bankshal
Court of Kolkata because lots of
prisoners who had court date were
taking part in the hunger strike. In
the mean time we seek an
appointment with the State Law and
Judiciary Minister Malay Ghatak to
discuss the matter and also to know
the attitude of the Government about
the prisoners’ movement.

At Birbhum (on 8 August)
and Darjeling (16 August) our
district committees carried out
protests and sent deputation to the
concerned DM, SP and SDO to solve
the prisoners’ demand. On 16 August
we also met life term Suci MLA
Probodh Purokayet, and another two
life-term Suci Party member
Rajaram Roy Mondol, Prafullo
Mondol in Alipore Central Jail. The
appointment with the Law and
Judicial Minister was fixed on 17
August. Minister told our
representatives about the lack of
judges in the courts but expressed the
government’s concern about the lives
of the prisoners. On that date
representatives of DM, District Jude,
two first class judges of Alopre Court



 CDRO Bulletin                14

visited Alipore Jail and talked with
the prisoners who were on the hunger
strike. On 24 August prisoners of
Presidency Jail refused to get down
from prison van at Bankshal Court
(as they have court date) and shouted
and raised slogans.

The hunger strike is still on

because the demands are not
fulfilled. Bandi Mukti Committee
appeals to democratic and human
rights organization and people to
support and raise the prisoners’
constitutional demands as the
Supreme Court verdict in 2G
spectrum case, “Bail is rule,

committal to jail is exceptional.”

Choton Das
General Secretary
Bandi Mukti Committee

25 August 2012

Press Release on the Joint Protest Demo against
Osamu Suzuki

A joint protest demonstration was
organised by more than thirty
organisations at the headquarter of
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. Situated at
Nelson Mandela Road, Vasant Kunj
at 11.00am on 27th August 2012.
Hundreds of students from JNU, DU,
Jamia, IGNOU and various
p r o g r e s s i v e - d e m o c r a t i c
organisations, trade unions
participated in it. The protestors
gheraoed by the police on all sides.
We were not allowed to enter into
the gate so the protest demo was held
outside the gate with slogans such as,
‘Osamu Suzuki Get Lost’,
‘Imperialist Agent Osamu Suzuki
Down Down’, ‘Students-Workers
Unity Long Live’, ‘Relase all the
Arrested Workers’, ‘Take back the
expelled Workers’, ‘Stop the
Militarisation of the Workplace’ etc.

The sloganeering was
followed by revolutionary songs.
Representatives of All India
Federation of Trade Unions (New),
All India Students Federation,
Correspondence, Inqlabi Mazdoor
Kendra, Krantikari Lokadhikar
Sangathan, Krantikari Naujawan
Sabha, Krantikari Yuva Sangathan,
Mazdoor Patrika, Mehratkash
Mazdoor Morcha,, Nouroz, New
Materialist, People’s Union for
Democratic Rights, People’s
Democratic Front of India,

Pragatisheel Mahila Ekta Kendra,
Radical Notes, Sangharshil Yuva
Sangathan, Sanhati-Delhi, Students
Federation of India, Students
Federation India-JNU, Students for
Resistance, United Dalit Students
Forum, Vidyarthi Yuvjan Sabha,
Workers Unity Trade Union spoke
about the situation of workers all
over India, the constitutional right of
forming a union, minimum wages
etc.

A memorandum was
submitted to R.C.Bhargava,
Chairman, Maruti Suzuki India Ltd.
demanding to stop witch-hunting and
repression against MSIL Manesar
Plant’s workers and reinstate all
expelled workers and implement the
labour laws. The demands that were
raised in the memorandum by the
above-mentioned organisations are:

1) An immediate
reinstatement of 546 expelled
workers;

2) the witch-hunting and
persecution of the workers be
immediately stopped;

3) there should not be any
militarisation of the workplace;

4) the custodial violence
against workers must be stopped and
investigated;

5) the employment of all
the contract workers must be
secured;

6) the labour laws must be
properly implemented.

The memorandum was
received by the Ravi Nayar,
Executive Director who came
outside the gate to ‘address’ the
protestors. When questions were
asked by the workers and students
about the release of the arrested
workers, conducting an independent
inquiry regarding the 18th July
incident and taking back the expelled
workers he did not utter a single
word except, ‘I can not say anything.
I need to discuss with my seniors’.
We also asked him about the
militarisation of the workplace. to
which also he had no answer. When
he was asked on what does he think
about the caste abuses, he, going by
his loyalty to imperialist agent
Osamu Suzuki, said that it is your
opinion. So according to his opinion
caste abuse is not casteism! And
without answering any question he
went back with his boggey of
‘chamchas’. Afterwards again the
protest continued with slogans and
songs. And the protestors dispursed
on the commitment that there will be
more activities taken up in future
until we get justice.
Students-Workers Unity Long Live!
Workers of the World Unite!

August 27, 2012
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I Am Not a Maoist, Cries Freed Shiladitya

Shiladitya Chowdhury freed
on bail after 14 days in jail

MIDNAPORE: “Aami ar kichu
bolbo na. Bollei dosh hoye jabe.” (I
will not speak any more. If I say, it
will go against me),” said Shiladitya
Chowdhury (32) on Friday, stepping
out of the Jhargram sub-jail after
spending 14-days behind the bars.
A Midnapore district court had only
hours before granted bail to
Chowdhury, who was arrested on
August 10, two days after he had
questioned chief minister Mamata
Banerjee on rising fertilizer prices at
a public rally in Belpahari. Police
claimed that Chowdhury had broken
the high-security zone and posed a
threat to the chief minister - a Z+
protectee. After reaching home,
Chowdhury broke into tears and
said: “I am not a Maoist and had
voted for Mamata Banerjee’s party
during the last assembly polls. On
August 8, I didn’t run away, the
police had released me.”
Midnapore district judge Samar
Chowdhury granted Chowdhury bail
and directed him to furnish a Rs 1000
bail bond and asked him to meet the
Investigating Officer (IO) once a
week. The judge’s order came after
Chowdhury’s lawyer Chiranjit
Bhowmik told the court that

Chowdhury had gone to the
Belapahri meeting on August 8 to
speak on behalf of the farmers. “He
was detained that very day and
questioned and then released. Two
days later, based on a suo moto
complaint by Belpahari police
station inspector-in-charge Nirmal
Mazhi, a police officer came to his
home, while he was working on the
field. He was arrested from there,”
Bhowmik said.
The lawyer also said, “Even in the
arrest memo, the signatory is not any
family member of Chowdhury, but
one Jaladhar Panda. This person is
the Trinamool Block Youth Congress
president and is himself accused in
a murder case. Chowdhury was
accused in a false case and yet
slapped with non-bailable charges.
He has today completed 14-day jail
custody.” The public prosecutor Raj
Kumar Das opposed the bail plea and
said Chowdhury had broken the
high-security zone. “He had through
his words and defiant action tried to
incite nearly the 70,000 crowd who
had attended the CM’s meeting.
Moreover, he had not given a correct
name when he was detained. He said
he was Jaladhar Mahato. Police
found the correct name later and he
was arrested,” Das added. After this,
the judge delivered the order.

All this while, in a corner of the
court, Chowdhury’s elder brother
Tilak tried to keep an impassive face.
He broke down after the order was
delivered. “We have faith in
judiciary,” he said. “I had not lost
hope when the Jhargram court had
earlier turned down the bail plea.
Today we are vindicated. My brother
is not a Maoist. The day, he was
arrested he didn’t get anything to eat.
He was on the field when picked up
and sent to jail in the evening,” he
said while breaking down.
The order passed by the Midnapore
court was produced before the
Jhargram court, where Chowdhury
was also produced during the day at
the end of his two-week jail custody.
The bail orders were sent to
Jhargram jail. Chowdhury walked
out of the jail around 6pm, where
Tilak was waiting for him.

The scene was the same at
Chowdhury’s home, where mother
Sandhya and wife Khukumoni kept
waiting throughout the day to take
him back home.

August 27, 2012

Source: http://indiatimes.com

Call for an All India Rally and Dharna

Coordination of Democratic
Rights Organisations, as an
association of civil rights and
democratic rights organizations
gives a call for an All
India Rally &Dharna on 7th September,
2012 in Delhi to protest against

escalated forms of violence and
repression that various sections of
people within the country are
being subjected to. The course of
democracy in India is increasingly
witnessing a violent assault not
just on people’s rights but the very

existence of people who dare to
stand and act in negation of the
status quo is being jeopardized.
The current year has been replete
with instances of mass violation
of civil and democratic rights of
people. While the brutal and
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prejudiced side of the state is
obvious in its “arrest or kill”
policy towards those
resisting corporate take-over of
their land, forest and water in the
name of counter Maoist
offensives such as killing of 17
adivasis in Bijapur district of
Chattisgarh. Equally evident is the
state-corporate partnership
exploiting peoples’ resources in
the name of industrial
development. The conscious
attempt of the state to target
vulnerable sections of society, to
‘construct’them as criminals is
visible in numerous cases of
Muslim youths being falsely
implicated in terrorist cases by
Anti-Terrorist Squads of different
state governments. There have
been increasing instances of
sexual assault on women by
paramilitary forces. Incidents of
violence against and social
boycott of Dalits as a repercussion
of their assertion of legitimate
rights are escalating. Physical
attacks on social activists for
raising genuine concerns against
the fatal consequences of state
policies that pass under the
rhetoric of development, together
with a massive and shameful
deployment of draconian laws
such as sedition and UAPA are
being used against civil and
democratic rights activists to
silence their critical voices.  Out
of 640 district of India, 101 are
reeling under Armed Forces
Special Power Act (AFSPA) and
in another 37 districts we find
similar conditions. This war
against our own people has
thrown up social and ethnic
divides whose tragic

consequences can be seen in
the current bloodletting in
Assam and the exodus of
people from North East out
of Bangalore, Chennai,
Pune, Hyderabad etc. We are
also alarmed at the
indifference shown towards
uncovering of mass graves
in Kashmir which may hold
the key to solve the mystery
of 8-10,000 victims of
enforced disappearance.

Raising concerted
voices against the gross
violations at the hands of
state and societal power
structure we demand:

* Stop military
offensive against Adivasis
 in the name of waging war
against the Maoists.

* No to corporate
loot. Yes to ‘public resources
for public’.

*Repeal draconian
laws like AFSPA, UAPA,
IPC sections on sedition,
CSPSA, and others.

* Stop attack on
Muslims in the name of
terrorism.

* Condemn attacks
on rights activists.

*  Protect the rights
of the indigenous people of
the North East

* Constitute an
independent commission to
investigate mass graves/
unidentified graves.

*Ratify the
Convention Against
Enforced Disappearances
and Convention Against
Torture.
* Abolish Death Penalty
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