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NCW Shamed into Reopening
the Soni Sori Case Af ter Gherao

On 10 October, activists from women’s groups and several peoples’
organisations stormed the National Commission for Women (NCW),
protesting against the continued inaction in the Soni Sori case. It has
been one year since the arrest of 36-year old Soni Sori, an adivasi school
warden from Dantewada, Chhattisgarh, and her custodial torture at the
behest of the then SP of Dantewada, Ankit Garg. Soni Sori’s right to life

and dignity have been violated by various jail and police
authorities several times over – from foisting false cases
against her, sexually torturing and humiliating her in the
police station, denying her medical attention, and most
recently, humiliating her by publicly stripping her in prison
in the name of conducting physical search. It is also one
year since women’s groups first met the NCW to seek their
intervention.

Since the first meeting last year, these
organizations have approached the NCW on several
occasions to take steps against Soni Sori’s custodial torture
and continuing ill treatment. Every single instance of
illegality by police and jail authorities was brought to the
attention of the (NCW). Soni Sori herself wrote to the
NCW seeking their help. But all this has fallen on deaf
ears.

On 27 September 2012, when the NCW was once
again approached regarding this case by representatives
of some women’s organisations, Hemlata Kheria, the
Member-in-Charge of Chhattisgarh was not even aware
of Soni Sori’s case. It took two hours for her file to be dug
out, and it was then discovered that a reply of the
Chhattisgarh police had been lying in the NCW office since
17 February. The NCW has

Dhinkia Gram Sabha Unanimously Resolves NOT to Divert Forest Land for POSCO
Anti-Posco: Villagers Resist the Government’s Push to Acquir e Lands

On 18 th of October 2012, more than 2000 people
particip ated in the Dhinkia Gram Sabha
(Panchayat level assembly of adult members)
meeting and p assed unanimous resolution
stating their refusal to grant consent to the
proposed diversion of land for POSCO for it s
Rs 12 million steel plant covering 4004 acres of
land under the right s provided to the Gram
Sabha under the Forest Right s Act, 2006. It may
be recalled here that Gram Sabha happens to
be most fundament al unit of decision making in
India’ s grassroot democracy guaranteed by the
constitution.
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CONTENTSneither taken cognizance of this
reply, nor forwarded it to the
complainants.

Today, to the shock and
consternation of the protesting
organizations, they were informed by
another member secretary Charu
Walikhanna that the Soni Sori case
had been closed on 4 Oct 2012, that
too once more without informing the
complainants! Clearly, the NCW had
satisfied itself by reading a “report”
by the accused in the case, the
Chhattisgarh Police. The closure
report says, “at our end, nothing
seems more to be done”. Various
members of the NCW came up with
frivolous excuses of not having the
“power” to take up a case which is
pending before a court. The activists
were then forced to read out the
provisions of the NCW Act, which
give the commission the power to
intervene or/and assist in any
pending case.

After prolonged discussion,
the NCW finally relented and has
reopened the case. Also, the NCW
has given in writing that within a
week it will “consider intervention
in the Supreme Court case” and carry
out a fact-finding.

NCW has frequently denied
reports of sexual violence by security
forces in several parts of the country,
instead of seeking to investigate and
end impunity granted in such crimes.
It’ s apathy has been criminal – it
refused to get involved in the
Shopian case where Nilofer and
Aasiya Jan were sexually assaulted
and killed; it remained a mute
spectator when the Chhattisgarh
police whisked away Sodi Shambho,
the crucial witness to Gompad
massacre, from right under its nose
in New Delhi to some place where
she still remains untraced three years

later; it is still to take any action on
a 15-month old petition asking the
NCW to investigate the human rights
violation of Irom Sharmila, who is
being illegally detained by the
Government.

The protesting groups
today also pointed out that Members
and Chairpersons of the NCW are

chosen not by virtue of their
involvement in and championship of
women’s rights and struggles, but by
their participation in and patronage
by the ruling political parties.

October 12, 2012
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The resolution that was
read and resolved contained the
following:

“The Gram Sabha of Dhinkia
panchayat in its meeting on 18th

October 2012 hereby decides and
resolves on the following matters
relating to the Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006 and its implementation in the
village. This has reference to the
letter (No. TD 11 (FRA)-06/2011)
issued by the ST & SC Development
Department on 7th September 2012
that had instructed the Collectors to
ensure discussion and planning on
the pending claims under the Forest
Rights Act and to ensure
consolidation of list of claims for
further monitoring and disposal.

* The villages under this
Panchayat have rights over forest
lands and have initiated process of
claims on rights under Forest Rights
Act. Claims on the forest lands
approved and recommended by the
Palli Sabhas of villages (Dhinkia,
Govindpur) are still pending for
recognition and no step has been
taken to recognize and vest the
rights. No information and training
on the Forest Rights Act have been
provided to the villages, forms and
necessary records have been
supplied by the government to
support claim making process, all
contrary to its obligations under the
rules. In this regard the Gram Sabha
directs the District Level Committee
to ensure completion of the process
for recognition of individual and
community rights as per claims
submitted by the Forest Rights
Committee/Palli Sabha of the
concerned villages which are still

pending. In this regard Gram Sabha
asks the SDLC and DLC to provide
the status of claims to the Palli
Sabhas and FRCs of the villages.

* The Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights)
Amendment Rules, 2012 have been
notified on 6th September 2012. As
required under the amendment rules
the Palli Sabha shall initiate the
process for claiming community
forest resources rights under Section
3 (1) (i) of the Forest Rights Act. In
accordance with the amendment
rules of the FRA, the Gram Sabha
calls upon the District Level
Committee to ensure recognition of
the community forest resource rights
in the villages coming under this
Panchayat as required in the
amendment Rule 12 (B)(3).

* The Gram Sabha calls
upon the government and district
administration to comply with
decisions of the Palli Sabhas with
regard to use and management of the
community forest resources in
accordance with Section 5 of the
Forest Rights Act. The gram sabha
reiterates the decision of the Palli
Sabhas of Dhinkia and Govindpur to
protect forests, biodiversity and all
livelihood resources in the boundary
of this panchayat.

* The Gram Sabha in
particular endorses the resolution
passed by Palli Sabha of village
Dhinkia on 3rd October, 2012 and
asks the SDLC and DLC to complete
the process of recognition of rights
under FRA and to desist from any
proposed diversion of forest land as
the recognition of rights is not
complete and Palli Sabha of the
village has not given consent. Any
such diversion will be a criminal
offence under section 7 of the FRA.

* The Gram Sabha takes
note of the disruption of the Palli
Sabha meeting of village Govidnpur
on 4th October, 2012 which was not
allowed to pass resolution on the
decisions taken on claims under FRA
and on the diversion of forest land.
Obstruction of the proceeding of the
Palli Sabha amounts to obstruction
of the process of recognition of rights
and violation of the authority of Palli
Sabha under Section 6 of FRA. This
Gram Sabha considers this as
violation of FRA and an offence
under Section 7 of FRA and issues
notice to the State Level Monitoring
Committee to proceed against the
DLC and officials involved. Gram
Sabha also takes the decision to hold
Palli Sabha again in village
Govindpur and directs the authorities
to provide necessary support.

* The Gram Sabha endorse
decision taken by the Palli Sabhas
to not give consent to the diversion
of forest lands under its customary
use and boundary for the purpose of
the POSCO steel plant project, or for
any other purpose, and directs the
District Level Committee and the
State government to ensure strict
compliance with the provisions of
the Forest Rights Act, the guideline
issued by Ministry of Environment
& Forests on 30.07.2009 and the
guidelines issued by the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs on 12th July 2012 in
this regard. Diversion of forest land
without compliance to the Forest
Rights Act and the above mentioned
guidelines is a violation of the Forest
Rights Act and a criminal offence.”

It may be recalled here that,
on 3rd October 2012, the villagers of
Dhinkia Gram Panchayat organized
Palli Sabha (Village level Assembly
of adult persons) and passed
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resolution not to divert the forest
land to POSCO. Under the Forest
Right Act 2006, no forest land can
be diverted until all the rights of the
people in the area are recognised and
the consent of the concerned Gram
Sabha is obtained for the diversion.
This is a statutory requirement under
FRA, mandated further by a Ministry
of Environment Ministry’s order of
August 3, 2009.

The inhabitants of
Govindpur village had organized
Palli Sabha on 4th of October and
passed a similar resolution stating
their refusal to grant consent to the
proposed diversion of land for
POSCO. However, sponsored goons
of the company and the state
agencies, created disruption and
forcibly took away the resolution
paper in a pre-planned strategy.
Against this, the PPSS members held
a one day protest at Erasama block
office. In the end, villagers of
Govindpur received their resolution
copies.

People’s resolution sent a
strong message to the Government
that people are against illegal
diversion of forest land for the
project and gave a befitting reply to
the recent declaration of Mr. Yong
Won Yoon CMD of POSCO to start
the project soon. This resolution has
also exposed the government and
POSCO’s earlier claim that people
are in support of the POSCO project.

The POSCO and the state
government are repeatedly
announcing that there will be no
forcible land acquisition. This Gram
Sabha resolution has given a strong
message that majority of people are
against the project. Hence they
should respect the decision of people
and cancel the POSCO project
outright.

To
The chairperson
National Human Right Comission
Faridkott house ,Coparnicus marg
New Delhi —110001

Subject- Illegal arresting of Madan
khalkho and three peoples of
primitive tribe groups

Sir,
In Bhandaria (Dist-

Garhawa, Jharkhand) police arrested
Mr. Madan Khalkho(27 years) son
of Lere Khalkho  of Kutaku Village;
Mr. Manraj Korawa (21years) son of
Chalitar Korwa; Vinod Korwa (19
years) son of Lalman Korwa of
Polpol Village; and Paras Korwa
(45years) son of Ram Deo Korwa of
Budha Pahar village.

All of them are charged
under 17 CLA Act. The arrested
youths belong to a primitive tribe
groups which are endangered tribes.
They are fully illitrate. Officer in
charge of Bhandaria police has
charged them for keeping Naxal
literature.

According to the villagers
of Kutaku and Polpol the police
came to Kutaku and asked Madan to

Illegal Arr esting of Madan khalkho and
Three Peoples of Primitive Tribe Groups

guide for the way. They gave a bag
to Madan and took a picture in their
camera. Villagers objected to it but
police did not listen to them. The
women of Kutaku and Polpol with
their  elected mukhiya Tarsila Minj
went to the police station but without
any positive result.

Sir, the villagers of Kutaku,
Polpol and other 22 villages are
opposing MANDAL DAM since
1986 as it may cause displacement
and there is no compensation. The
Korwas are primitive tribe which is
an endangered tribe. The family
members of above said peoples do
not have any legal assistant. They are
too poor to go to the district court.
The prescribed standards of
arrestment (D K Basu vrs indian
state) is not followed in this case. The
arrested persons are illiterate. So the
charge for naxal literature is a fake.

I, therefore, requested you
to please arrange for a free and fair
investigation into this matter.

With thanks,

Shashi Bhusan Pathak
DT-1070, Dam side Dhurwa
Ranchi- Jharkhand
834004

We, the undersigned organisations,
strongly condemn the unjust
incarceration of journalist and
human rights activist Dayamani
Barla, and demand that the false
cases against her be dropped and that
she be released immediately. Barla
was granted bail by a local court in
Ranchi on October 18th, in a case

related to a protest held on 25th April,
2006, demanding job cards for rural
labourers under the Rural
Employment Guarantee Act.
However, on the day that she was
supposed to be released, jail
authorities announced that she had
been re-arrested on a second warrant,
for “obstructing government work”.

Condemn the Unjust Arr est of Activist
Dayamani Barla
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We learnt that on October 29th, Barla
was denied bail and remained
imprisoned.

We believe that the reason
for this incarceration is to intimidate
Dayamani Barla, who is one of the
leaders of the peaceful and resolute
struggle of villagers against the
acquisition of fertile land at Nagri, a
village situated at few kilometres
from the state capital, where the
government wants to build IIM, IIT
and National Law School campuses.
As per some estimates, at least 500
tribal families will be displaced and
their livelihoods will be destroyed if
the land is acquired for said
institutions, In January, the state
bulldozed farms just when the winter
crops, mostly potatoes and pulses,
were to be harvested. Following that,
the police filed FIRs against 12

villagers. We find the Government
of Jharkhand’s indifferent and unjust
response to this peaceful struggle
appalling- some of the protesters
have even expressed support for the
institutions to be built, just not at the
cost of the main source of villagers’
livelihood.

Dayamani Barla is one of
the leading anti-displacement
activists fighting illegal land-grab by
corporations and the government
alike in various parts of Jharkhand
and other parts of India. Known as
the “Iron Lady of Jharkhand,” she is
one of the national conveners of the
National Alliance of People’s
Movements (NAPM), along with
Medha Patkar and others and an
Executive Committee Member of the
India Social Action Forum (INSAF).
She is also one of the leading voices

of the Adivasi community.

Association for India’s
Development,Chhattisgarh
Mukti Morcha (Mazdoor
Karyakarta Committee)

Fabricated.in ,India Friends
Association

Indian Social Action
Forum,International Alliance
for the Defense of Human
Rights in India

Manthan Samayiki,Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan,Mining
Zone People Solidarity Group

Moving Republic, Bangalore,Our
Developing World

People’s Solidarity Concerns,
B a n g a l o r e , P U C L ,
Chhattisgarh

ViBGYOR Film Collective, Thrissur

The Conviction of Dr. Sunilam and Others in the Multai Police
Firing Case of 1998 in Which 24 Farmers Were Killed by Police Bullets: A

Critique of the Judgements

Background: What happened
On the 12th of January,

1998, 24 farmers were killed and 150
injured in a police firing in Multai
Tehsil, Betul District of Shahdol
division of MP. Since this was the
3rd year of crop failure, these farmers
were demanding Rs 5000
compensation as against Rs 400
offered by the DigVijaya Singh
Government. In this firing the driver
of a fire engine was killed and
according to the police more than
fifty policemen were injured.

66 cases were filed by the
police against Dr Sunilam and other
farmers. Dr Sunilam is facing trial
in 18 cases and convicted in 3 cases
on the 18th of Oct. Dr Sunilam was
convicted for life against cases 277,
278 and 280. Who is Dr Sunilam?
What are these FIRs? And why has

he been convicted? Here is a brief
write up.

Who is Dr. Sunilam
Dr. Sunilam was born as

Sunil Mishra on 27 July 1961 in
Bhopal, India. After schooling in
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Gwalior, he
graduated from Govt. Science
College, Gwalior and completed his
post-graduation M Sc. in Applied
Physics from M.I.T.S., Gwalior. He
received a Ph. D. in Bio-Medical
Electronics from Delhi University.
He was Research Associate with
CISR. After returning from Burn’s
Institute, Melbourne, Australia, he
became a full-time political worker.
A social activist, politician and
writer, Dr. Sunilam had published
and co-authored two books. In
Samajwadi Andolan ke Dastavej (in

Hindi with Prof. Vinod Prasad
Singh), he collected various facts and
papers relating to the socialist
movement. In English he prepared a
book with Shri Surendra Mohan, the
late shri Hari Dev Sharma and Prof.
V.P. Singh entitled “Evolution of
Socialist Policy in India”. Dr
Sunilam had also compiled a book
on Urvaiam, the Northeastern
frontier by Rammanohar Lohia.
Sunilam continues to write articles
in national newspapers and local
dailies. Dr Sunilam was twice MLA,
once as an independent from Multai
between December 1998 and
December 2003 and the second time
as a Samajwadi Party MLA from
2003 December to 2008 December.
He lost in the election in 2008
December. His defeat is attributed to
his struggle against the land
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acquisition which was being under
taken by the Government for
Adani’s Pench power plant and the
construction of the dam on river
Pench by Adanis which was
displacing more than 35 villages.
His removal now from the scene has
already hastened the process of land
acquisition with the district
collector giving an ultimatum that
if farmers would not vacate their
farmland and homes by the 4th of
November then their homes and
crops would be razed and taken
over. This order came on the 30th of
October. Police and Para military
has already spread itself in that area
for the takeover.

What are the Cases
Judgement 277/2006:

Attempt to murder and injuring an
incharge S N Katare and snatching
his arms. Total witnesses examined
16 - Policeman 13, Doctor 1 and
Independent 2.   Dr. Sunilam and
two others convicted u/s 148 for
one year, 145 for one year, 152 for
one year, 333/149 for five years and
Rs 1000/- fine and 307/149 for
seven years and Rs 1000/- fine.

Judgement 278/2006:
Attempt to murder and injuring
policeman Sarnam Singh. Total
witnesses examined 14 - Policeman
8, Doctors 3 and Independent 3. Dr.
Sunilam and two others convicted
u/s 148 for one year, 332/149 for
one year with Rs 500 fine and 307/
149 for seven years with Rs 1000/-
fine.

Judgement 280/2006:
Murder of Dhir Singh, driver Fire
Brigade. Total witnesses examined
30 - Policeman 12, Doctors 3,
Administration 10 and Independent
5. Sunilam convicted with 7 others
u/s 148 for one year, 145 for one
year, 152 for one year, 323/149 for

one year and Rs 1000/- fine and
302/149 for life and Rs 5000/- fine
and section 3 of prevention of
damage to public property Act Rs
50000/-
fine.

What a travesty of natural
justice that the police and
administration who in a pre-
meditated manner had come in full
force to kill and repress a gathering
of farmers who had shown no
inclination to violence in their
nearly week long agitation (give
details) have been left scot free and
unaccountable for their crime. But
the leader of the farmers Dr.
Sunilam a believer and practitioner
in non-violent politics has been
convicted for life. It is clear from a
perusal of judgement in the three
cases in which Dr. Sunilam has
been convicted that the
administration and the police
connived to frame Dr. Sunilam and
his close colleagues in order to hide
their own act of pre - mediated
murder and repression inflicted on
farmers protesting for their rights.
It is unfortunate that the judgement
bought the police case hook line and
sinker and reflected the police bias.

Regarding the unfortunate events
of 12th January, 1998 there are
two versions or narratives.

1) Of the agitating farmers.
2) Of the police and the

administration.
To summarise the version

of the farmers is: that it was a lawful
and peaceful assembly of the
farmers at the Tehsil premises in
exercise of their constitutional
rights to freedom of expression,
protest and association and
assembly. When they gathered they
were making a legal demand and
when they gathered there were no

prohibitory orders in place. The
agitation demanding compensation
for the crops damaged by hail storm
had been on for a period of time in
the course of which the District
Collector himself had come to their
meeting on the 9th January, 1998
indicating a sort of understanding
with the administration. But on 12
January, 1998 the attitude of the
administration had undergone a sea
change and they had posted a
disproportionate police force in
great numbers to crush the
legitimate and peaceful agitation, of
the farmers violently. Section 144
of the CrPC was imposed suddenly
to deliberately declare the assembly
unlawful, unprovoked lathi charge,
tear gas and police firing followed
in quick succession resulting in the
death of 24 farmers. The three
judgements completely disregard
the few witnesses of the defence to
this narrative. But it relies
preponderantly on the testimonies
of the police and government
witnesses discounting the fact that
they could be bound by a common
self interest of washing of their
crime of killing 24 farmers and thus
colluding to frame the leader of the
farmer in false cases.

The prosecution cases and the
judgement rest on the following
points.

1) The Assembly of the
farmers was unlawful and violent
led by Dr. Sunilam.

2) The violence among
other things resulted in the death of
a the driver of the fire brigade Dheer
Singh, attempt to murder and
injuries to Sarnam Singh and Thana
Incharge SN Katare and Sarnam
Singh.

3) Dr Sunilam is culpable
for this violence not only as the
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leader instigating a violent
gathering but he led an participated
in the acts of violence in full
knowledge and murdered and
attempted to murder the persons
concerned in full knowledge.

4) The use of force by
police, including lathi charge is
justified to disperse an unlawful and
violent assembly of farmers and
establish the rule of law.

The three judgements’
reliance on the testimonies of police
and administrative witnesses,
which suffer from several
contradictions of its own is
demolished by a perusal of the
Roznamcha Sanah (daily diary
12.1.1998) of the police of 12.01.98
the day of the incident. This daily
dairy is quoted by the judge in
Judgement number 280/2006 but
not in judgements 277 and 278 of
2006. A careful reading of the daily
diary reveals that the police
activities of gathering in full force
had begun early in the morning in a
pre-meditated manner even before
the agitating farmers had gathered
and a little later the evidence quoted
about the violent intent of the
gathering farmers was quite flimsy.
The daily diary also revealingly
betrays the fact that the declaration
of section 144 CrPC precedes and
the lathi charge and tear gassing on
the crowd precedes any violent
activity from the side of the crowd.
In short an inference can validly
drawn from the daily diary of the
police itself that the declaration of
sec 144 CrPC was pre-meditated
and merely a tool used to declare
the assembly unlawful. This chain
of events revealed by the case diary
but ignored by the judgement
makes the subsequent testimonies
by the police and Government
completely untrustworthy because

they seem to be an afterthought and
a result of collusion among these
witness bound by a common
interest of hiding the crime of
wilfully murdering 24 farmers. The
judge has completely ignored the
fact that to do this they framed the
leader of the farmers Dr. Sunilam
through false testimonies.

According to the
Roznamcha Sanah (daily diary) of
the police of 12.01.98 quoted in the
judgement 280/ 2006 the police
activity began at 7.25 am when the
interaction with the SHOs of
various police stations began by
which time the agitating farmers
had not even gathered. At 9.03 am
various police officers were
deployed with full force at the
premises of Multai Tehsil with
proper instructions “even before the
farmers have gathered and begun
their activity at the aforesaid
premises”. The question here arises
as to what these “proper
instructions” are since these have
been left unspecified.

In the Roznamcha the first
reference to any so called violent
intent of the gathering farmers is at
11.32 am on 12.01.1998 in which
one Ashok Ghanghoria is said to
have given the information that
members of the Kisan Sangharsh
Samiti intended to encircle and to
lock up the Tehsil and information
is said to have been received from
an informer that members of the
samiti were bringing illegal arms
and stones hidden in their pockets
and bags and also in tractor trolleys
with an intention of causing
destruction and arson in the Tehsil
premises. The intention of the Kisan
Sangharsh Samiti members was
supposed to be extreme and
dubious as they were shouting
slogans like “die or kill, our right

will be ours.” The reliance on the
supposed informers is highly
dubious. How would an informer be
able to look into pockets and bags
for illegal arms and stones and how
could any informer on the basis of
the aforementioned slogans which
are routine in any agitation surmise
the violent intentions of an agitating
crowd. It is important to note here
that according to the Roznamcha
the agitating farmers have not
indulged in any actual violent
activities till 11.30 am that day.
According to the Roznamcha CrPC
section 144 is imposed at 11.35 am
without any violent act having
occurred and by 11.40 the
roznamcha is still recording the fact
that the crowd was merely shouting
slogans. According to the
Roznamcha the announcement of
imposition of section 144 was made
at 11.45 am. It is clear from this that
section 144 was imposed without
any actual violent activity occurred
and the purpose was to simply
declare the assembly illegal.
According to the Roznamcha tear
gas and lathi charge were ordered
at 12.55 pm but there is said to have
no effect on the mob as it is said to
have become violent. It is
noteworthy that the 1st instance of
stone throwing from the side of the
agitators is recorded at 12.56 pm in
the Roznamcha after the use of lathi
charge and tear gas. Thus the stone
throwing should be inferred as a
reaction from a section of the crowd
to the violence unleashed by the
police. All subsequent violent
actions by the crowd have been
entered after 1.05 pm including the
so called violent acts of Dr Sunilam
for which he has been convicted.

All the three judgements
taken together have painted Dr.
Sunilam as a superman or
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spiderman who within a short span
of nine minutes, between 12.56 pm
and 1.05 pm beats the police tear
gassing and lathi charge to enter the
premises snatches the rifle from a
police officer and tried to kill him
and injured him in the process then
went on to attack another police
officer and tried to kill him and jump
on to a moving fire-brigade vehicle
dragged the driver out, smashed his
head with a stone in order to kill him.
All this is highly impossible for
anybody whatever the testimony of
any of the witnesses was.

The SDM is said to have
testified to have given the firing
orders at 1.15pm on the basis of the
information of the police officer
regarding the above mentioned
implausible acts of violence. Clearly
the SDO has signed on the dotted
orders. It is unfortunate that the
judgement has accepted such a
flawed police case.

It is on these grounds that
the judgement must be read and
analysed.

It is our opinion that the
judgement is biased and section has
become a tool for declaring all
constitutional expressions of
democratic dissent as unlawful. It
has also become a tool to inflict and
justify police atrocities and absolve
them of all crimes. This flawed
judgement has naturally ignored all
the contradictions in the testimonies
of the various police and
administrative witnesses which are
major and cannot be ignored, even
the doctors have differed on the
cause of death of Dheer Singh the
driver of the fire brigade.

Kavita Srivastava, PUCL
(In consultation with Sr. Council
Ravi Kiran Jain, Allahabad High
Court, Supreme Court)

Gour Chakraborty, the
septuagenarian former spokesperson
of the CPI (Maoist) West Bengal
State Committee, is lying in a critical
condition at the Bangur Institute of
Neurology, Kolkata, after suffering
a cerebral stroke at the Presidency
Correctional Home. He has been
incarcerated there for more than
three years under the draconian
UAPA.

We are deeply concerned
over his health condition and
demand that he is released without
delay so that he can be with his
family and friends and receive
proper medical and human attention.

We recall with horror that
earlier, another UAPA prisoner
Swapan Dasgupta, editor of the
Bengali People’s March magazine,
had also fallen seriously ill in jail,
had not been released despite
repeated demands and ultimately
died in custody.

This strategy of the
successive state governments in West

Freedom for Gour Chakraborty!
Justice for All Under trial Prisoners!

Bengal of holding even terminally ill
political prisoners and pushing them
to death deprived of the peaceful
company of their near and dear ones
is nothing but a continuation of the
colonial detention policy of uncivil
vengeance.

Undertrial prisoners at
various correctional homes, political
and non-political, have been trying
to draw attention to their long and
unjust incarceration devoid of the
right to have a fair trial through
hunger-strikes and other methods.
We have petitioned the State Human
Rights Commission in this regard
and the Commission, in its order
dated 28 September has directed the
IG (Prison) to look into the matter.
We demand immediate settlement of
their demands and an end to the
inhuman treatment meted out to
them.

Dhiraj Sengupta
General Secretary
APDR

RD Nimesh Investigation Commission
Report be immediately released by SP Govt

Speaking at a press conference at the
Lucknow Press Club on ‘Innocent
Muslims imprisoned in the name of
Terrorism’, Ex-Justice Dr. Rajender
Sachhar said that the RD Nimesh
Investigation Commission report
should be immediately released by
the UP Government. The
commission was set up to investigate
questions raised on the arrest of two
boys from Azamgarh and Jaunpur,
Khalid Mujahid and Tariq Qasmi
respectively, in the 2007 court blasts
and the report of the commission is

lying with the UP Government since
31st August 2012.

Justice Sacchar said that
not only are the lives of the two boys
at stake but what is also at stake is
the justice for those who died during
those blasts. The public ought to
know who the real culprits were. A
list of 68 people framed in terror
incidents was made public at the
conference and investigation of
charges demanded for each of them.

Rajender Sacchar who has
been the chief justice of the Delhi
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High Court and has also headed the
Committee set up for enquiring the
Status of Minorities across the
country said that at a time when
Muslim youth are spending almost
ten years in jail, before they are
released without any charge, it is
very important that the government
set up a separate committee for
investigating cases related to
terrorism.

He said that because of
such incidents Muslims are being
forced to believe that the government
is trying to frame them as part of their
policy plan. This is a dangerous
signal towards collapse of
democracy itself.

Raising doubts over the
secular character of various political
parties, Sachar said that even though
the governments at the Centre and
in the state of Delhi do not belong to
Modi’s party, but still Muslims are
being falsely framed in terrorism
related cases on a large scale. This
reveals the communal character of
parties other than the BJP.

Demanding investigation in

the custodial death matter of Qateel
Siddique in Pune’s Yarwada Jail,
Sacchar said that, “We would not let
Nazism prevail in India”.

He demanded that the
Sedition law, which had origins in the
British period, be abolished, as these
have no place in a democracy. That
the Congress government isn’t
abolishing these laws is shameful, he
said, as it was Jawaharlal Nehru
himself who found this anti-
democratic. He informed that the
PUCL is doing a country-wide
signature campaign against Sedition
laws which prevent people from
exercising their democratic right to
protest. A million signatures are
being collected which will be
submitted to the government.

Coordinator of the ‘Forum
for the release of innocents
imprisoned in the name of terrorism’
Md Shoaib said that on the one hand
the state government is not making
public the RD Nimesh report, and on
the other the two youth Tariq and
Khalid are being harassed every
night in Lucknow district Jail by the

Jailor and Deputy Jailor who under
the influence of alcohol abuse and
beat up the two boys. He said that
Tariq Quasmi had written a letter
from Jail exposing the psychological
pressure that the muslim prisoners
are undergoing. He revealed how
prisoners tortured by authorities and
intelligence agencies were even
contemplating suicide.   In such
torturous circumstances, if anything
uncalled for takes place inside the
jail, the SP government will be
responsible for it.

Allahbad High Court
advocate Ravi Kiran Jain raised
questions about the role of Police
and ministers during the riots at
Asthan village of Pratapgarh that
took place in the tenure of the SP.
He also released the PUCL fact
finding report of the riots. He said
that in Asthan village, due to the fear
and horror induced by rioters, people
haven’t returned home yet.

Investigation in to the Police firing outside Masoori  PS

The issue:
We found out from the

newspaper reports that on 14th

September, a huge crowd gathered
in front of the Masoori Police station,
Uttar Pradesh following an incident
where pages of Quran were
recovered by a few locals by the side
of rail tracks and the pages were
reportedly thrown from Kashi
Vishwanath Express. The pages had
abuses written on them for the
Muslim community and a phone
number. The pages were taken to the
local mosque. In the mosque, the
people dialled the phone number. In
response somebody was abusing the

Muslim community. As a
consequence, the Muslims from the
nearby area (primarily Rafikabad)
approached the local thana for FIR
and demanded further actions.
However, following the delay by the
police in recovering the identity of
the person who possessed the
number, after hours of wait, the mob
broke into violence. The police
retorted in violence and opened fire
killing seven individuals in firing.
Post the event the police filed cases
against 5000 unnamed individuals.

To probe further, a team of
four members went for a fact-finding
on 5th October.

The version of the police:
The first place the team

visited was the Masoori police
station where the reported instances
of violence had taken place. The
Thana in-charge during the incidence
was P.K. Singh who had been
transferred two days after the
incident took place and had been
taken over by A.K. Singh on 16th

September. A.K. Singh met us and
answered our questions. He narrated
the incident to us saying the on 14th

September in the afternoon at the
Dasna halt, two-three local Muslims
of Rafikabad bumped into a man
who was shouting anti-Islamic
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slogans. There were pages of Quran
Sharif thrown near the railway tracks
and had a phone number written on
them. When called, a man started
calling Muslims names and battered
bitterly. The pages were taken to the
Maulwi of a mosque in Rafikabad
following which around 35 people
came to the police station with the
complaint. People demanded
immediate actions in relation to
recovering the identity of the person
who had been abusing over the
phone.

There were announcements
made at various Mosques to mobilize
people to come to the police station
in support. Gradually the numbers
began to increase and over 4000
people congregated in front of the
police station. According to the
police, the phone number had been
switched off by then. Police assured
the people that they would take
action however, people where too
agitated and aggravated to wait, as
per A.K. Singh. He further added that
the Maulawi and other such
‘authority figures’ were not as
agitated and were trying to calm
people down. However, the crowd
was not comforted and they resorted
to violence. People started pelting
stones and attacked policemen.

Reportedly three
policemen were injured and taken to
Yashoda hospital. The mob broke the
lock of the lock-up and freed two
people who were incarcerated. They
burnt the police vans. National
Highway 24 was jammed and the
mob started attacking the by passers
and onlookers and looted them,
apparently also molested women.
According to A.K. Singh, 42
complaints of theft, loot, harassment,
etc. were filed by those who were
attacked.

Police force from other
stations was called for aid. He said
that the police resorted to rubber

bullets first then air firing and still
the mob did not disperse hence they
had to resort to firing in which six
people died. ADM had given orders
for firing. The firing went on for
about half an hour from throwing
rubber bullets to air firing to firing.
There was one round of firing and
there were four gunshot injuries
recorded.

Following the incident,
SHO has filed cases against 5000
unnamed individuals of theft,
looting, violence, molestation, etc.
No arrest has been made so far. SHO
of Modi Nagar, Ajay Kumar Yadav
has been given charge of
investigation. Rashid Ali is
investigation the issue of recovery of
Quran pages.  Two people of
intelligence have been suspended.

Discrepancies:
* Police did not disclose the

name of the two people who were
freed by the mob and who are still
absconding.

* We later found out that
some policemen were injured in an
accident later in the month who were
admitted to the Yasoda hospital. It is
most probable that police is making
them into cases of injured policemen
apparently attacked by the mob on
14th September.

* When asked if the police
used tear gas, A.K. Singh said
everything was tried. Later he
himself added that because the
situation was so tensed and the
resources limited, it was difficult to
make arrangements for things like
tear gas.

* It was quite evident that
police had resorted to no other means
before firing.

* When we spoke to the
family that stayed right in front of
the police station, they said the firing
went on for more than an hour.

* He said the police was not

firing from the roof top. However,
the people staying across the road
said they were. Also the boy Aasif
who was shot dead was standing on
his roof who could have been hit by
a bullet that was fired from the roof
top of the police station. The distance
was quite a lot and was clamped by
trees and constructions from the
ground (of the police station).

The family of the deceased had a
lot to negate:

According to the police
records, six people had died in the
firing. Aasif (18), Hayat (35), Vahid
(20), Lukman (14), Amir (16) and
Vasim (22).

The team visited the family
of Aasif who had died in the firing.
Their house was situated across the
road that ran in front of the police
station. We met Aslam, the elder
brother, Aasif’s, the father and
mother. The family was initially
reluctant in sharing however, during
our detailed conversation they began
to open up. There was lot of anguish
in the family along with pain. They
narrated the mishap starting from the
congregation of the mob which had
invited a lot of attention from the
locals. The kids of the colony had
gathered on the roof of Aasif’s home
to see what was happening at the
police station. Aasif, along with
brother and father had gone for
namaz. When they came back they
saw kids standing on the roof top of
the under construction house. Asif
went up to get the kids down and
while he was climbing up, got a shot
on his thigh. He survived for about
an hour and half after the injury.
Because of the tension, the family
could not arrange for a conveyance
in time. The hospitals had also
apparently closed down because of
the commotion and excessive
bleeding claimed his life. The family
was of the opinion that he was shot
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intentionally. It was a Friday, the day
of ‘jumma’ and Aasif was wearing
clothes that were sufficiently
redolent of his Muslim identity and
hence he was targeted.

The family said that the
mob had started to gather from the
afternoon. The firing started only
around 7 pm. If the police had so
much time to themselves, why wasn’t
the PAC called to cater to the
situation. Why did not the police do
anything till the evening? The firing
was not preceded by any move of
trying to disperse the crowd like tear
gas etc. Also the firing went on for
more than an hour. The mother went
to the extent of saying that the mob
wasn’t creating any violent eruption.
In fact the police itself burnt its old
vans and blamed the protesters.
Police had fired from its roof top. In
fact some policemen also attacked
people with the sangeen on their rifle
and injured them bitterly.

The families of all those
who have been killed have been
awarded 5 lac each as compensation
but the money still hasn’t come to
their accounts. However, the family
said that it is not enough and hence
they have filed a case in Gaziabad
Court for 25 lac compensation.

Discrepancies:
* The role of the police

narrated is completely different from
what the police said for obvious
reasons.

* There were
announcements made at the Mosques
for mobilization which was later
refuted by the maulwi of Rafikabad
mosque.

* The nature of the mob is
said to be not violent.

* According to the family,
the Maulvi and the local leader and
Chairman, Sajid Hussain were the
ones who mobilized people to come

there. The police had earlier narrated
that they were trying to calm people
down.

* When asked what case
have they filed, they said it is for
compensation and only sheepishly
added later when probed, that it is
for justice as well.

The people in Rafikabad; the
‘silent voices’:

The next stop was the
village of Rafikabad where the actual
incident in terms of recovery of the
thrown pages, had taken place. We
went to the mosque where the pages
were brought. The maulvi of the
mosque, Abdul Kadir was the one
who had signed on the FIR after
lodging the complaint with the
police. There was an outright
rejection of everything that we had
encountered so far, in his narrative.
According to him, the people of
Rafikabad had not been involved in
the issue at all and only about five
people from the village went to the
police station to lodge the FIR.

The mob that had gathered
in front of the police station did not
have people from Rafikabad. They
were the locals from Masoori and the
people who had come to attend the
‘jumma bazaar’. He had gone to the
police station only to sign because
people insisted. They went to the
station by 5 pm and he apparently
left the police station around 6 pm
before the incidence of violence took
place. There were only about 50
people there and there was no
violence. Sajid Hussain, the
chairman had reached the station
when he was leaving and both their
roles were that of solacing the crowd.
He said there were no
announcements made to mobilize
people and in no condition could
there have been 5000 people.

He was trying to pass the
buck to another individual called

Gaffar who had brought the pages to
the mosque. He repeatedly kept
saying that everything started with
Gaffar and hence we should ask him.
When we went to talk to Gaffar we
found out that he ran a shop across
the railway platform – Dasna Halt.
The man was sufficiently scared and
it could be gauged that he had gone
through rounds of investigations. We
found him to be a simple man whose
role in the entire incident was that
of the carrier of the pages to mosque.
He told us that around the time for
jumma prayers in the afternoon,
while he was going to the mosque,
he was called by another person
named Rashid. Rashid gave him
around 50 pages of Quran and asked
him to take them in the mosque. He
had handed over these pages to the
Maulwi of the Rafikabad mosque.
After the namaz he came back from
the mosque. It was only late in the
night that he got to know that this
had created such a chaos and claimed
the life of six people.

Post that, we went to meet
the chairman Sajid Hussain. He was
not available in his office. We asked
his officials to contact him but they
could not. We took his number and
kept calling him from different
numbers, he did not pick up.

Discrepancies:
* The complete denial of

maulvi that people of Rafikabad did
not go to protest when it has been
reported otherwise everywhere.

* He trying to play
everything on Gaffar when Gaffar
had hardly any role to play.

* The maulvi completely
pulling himself out by saying he left
before the mob gathered and police
started to fire.

* The man named Rashid
who gave the pages to Gaffar has
been absconding.

* Gaffar told us that Rashid
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stays in the same line in which the
mosque is situated. Gaffar in fact
stayed at a distance. In that case, why
did Rashid ask Gaffar to take the
pages to mosque and did not go
himself.

* Gaffar also reiterates the
same story that people from
Rafikabad did not go to protest.

* We met the PAC officers
(from Anand Vihar ISBT) on duty at
Dasna halt in Rafikabad. They told
us that they were informed only
around 8 pm on 14 September and
they reached police station around
11.

PUDR

Anoint a colonized World Bank clerk
as the Chief Executive with
American blessings and have him
dance to imperial tunes and MNC
notes with Swadeshi songs and
swings. Include all the rogues,
rascals and rowdies as coalition
partners and co-conspirators; Make
“Loot and Let Loot” the philosophy
of governance and principle of
administration.

Grant licenses, permits, and
permissions for high amounts of
kickbacks and commission; Even if
the country loses income and profit,
just increase your cuts without any

How to Kill a Democracy

remission. Appropriate real estates
and properties, accumulate wealth
and ascertain aggrandizement;
Hoard the money in Swiss banks, and
have Quattrocchis operate them
without advertisement.

Open up national economy
for Foreign Direct Investment and
stringent structural adjustments; Set
up nuclear power plants all over and
prop up foreign economies and
nuclear establishments; Build more
nuclear weapons, blast more ballistic
missiles with corrupt military
procurements; Turn the country into
a super-poor superpower with these
deadly political determinants.

If anyone challenges any of
this, call them anti-national,
unpatriotic and even seditious; Claim
they’re waging a war on the State
even as you wage on them a war
malicious. Repeat the accusation
they’re instigated by external
powers, foreign money and spies
abhorrent; Foist false cases,
vandalize their properties, raid their
homes, send summons and arrest
warrant.

Ignore global civil society,
deem your citizens your own slaves
and treat them as you please; Flout
international norms, forswear human
rights, forsake human dignity and
citizens’ ease; Stamp out democratic
space, snub any political dissent, and
silence any whispers and murmurs;
Turn hope and faith into fear and
hate; engage media goons, and
employ terrorism discourses; And
thus you can kill your democracy
slowly, softly and surely!

S. P. Udayakumar
Kuthenkuzhi Village, India.
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Tarique Quasmi’s Letter Addressed to the People Sent from the
Lucknow Jail

Salaam!
We are also humans. We are

patriotic citizens and innocents who
have been forcefully trapped in
unholy plots and charged with
terrorist cases. Today we are so
distressed due to the never-ending
torture that we are even considering
commitment of suicide. Inhuman
treatment is being meted out on us
by the jail authorities which has
depressed us so much that suicide
seems to be the only option left to
us.

Each of us here has been
thrown behind bars in a somewhat
similar manner. We have been
illegally abducted from our houses,
markets, fields, or streets, kept in
illegal custody, made part of
manufactured stories by violent
means, and then after many days
shown arrested with illegal materials
in possession, from places like
Barabanki, Lucknow, Unnav and
others.

We have been miserably
tortured in ‘high security’ wards. The
torture continues even today in the
form of intentional communal
remarks.

Snapshots from 2008-09
Continuously locked in a

moist, dark and dull cell measuring
just 8 by 12 ft, we were never allowed
to move out for even a minute. On
13th of June 2008, Friday we were
beaten up with leather hunters and
lathis, our bodies torn and broken
down. The Holy Quran was made
unholy; its pages were torn and
thrown in the toilet. All our clothes,
bed sheets, books were confiscated.
In fact, in the initial days itself
restrictions were imposed in this
regard – only 2 pairs of clothes, a

lungi, a towel and not more than two
under wears were allowed.

Troubled so much, we sat
on a long hunger strike whereby we
completely boycotted food in protest.
Then from 27th January 2009 onwards
we were let open for half an hour
every day in a small verandah
surrounded by walls so high that
sunlight disappeared after 12 noon,
let alone even a single trace of
greenery. From December 2011
onwards after many requests our stay
in the verandah was extended to an
hour.

It must be brought to your
notice that, keeping in sync with the
prison manual, on the jail register we
were always shown freely moving
like other co-prisoners. But as said
earlier, were always continuously
locked in the small cell. Due to this
people had started falling ill here.
Whereas some have gone in to
depression, others’ memory has been
affected. Some others have started
losing their vision.

Many years have passed
since the magistrate responsible for
jail investigation last stepped into the
‘High Security’ ward. High officials
and authorities are not brought to this
side to prevent us from complaining.
Our requests are not forwarded to the
authorities so that we remain
deprived of human rights.

As per Supreme Court
guidelines, any undertrial must not
be kept in isolation when imprisoned.
Even the convicted must be kept in
isolation for not more than three
months. Why are we being subject
to illegal, inhuman and criminal
behaviour when we are citizens
framed under a plot?

Friends, in a situation
marked by short sightedness of

authorities, inaccessibility to higher
officials, delay in decisions regarding
cases and unavailability of
medicines, many of us are depressed.
This has led to frustration and
restlessness amongst us and we have
been forced to consider the validity
and scope of suicide. This question
about suicide is often raised to me
during our conversations. How and
what does one explain to such
people? When they go out in fresh
air for whatever little time they are
let free during the day, they request
for medical care and plead for their
life. They are mocked at and told that
even if they commit suicide or die
otherwise, it would get covered up.
They are openly told that they can
complaint to whoever they like.

My heart is shaken seeing
the helplessness of my co-prisoners
and my own self here. Are we in an
Indian jail or a British jail? Are we
living in a secular state or a
communal one?

We request you to help us.
Actions taken on government dictates
or with the help of authorities and
courts that are against human rights
can be put to an end.

For the strength and success
of this nation, please be kind and pay
attention to helpless lives sobbing
and crying in this hearth full of
hatred. Because it is justice that gives
strength to the nation and the State.

By,
Mohd. Tarique Quasmi,
Prisoner, High Security Cell,
C Block District Jail,
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

22nd September 2012
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Supreme Court Admits Petition on Extrajudicial Executions
in Manipur

Good afternoon members of the
media fraternity in New Delhi.

I, Neena, secretary of
Extrajudicial Execution Victim
Families Association Manipur
(EEVFAM), am happy to announce
that today a bench consisting of
Justice AftabAlam and Justice
Ranjana Desai of the Supreme Court
has admitted our petition requesting
for a special investigation team to
investigate the cases of extrajudicial
executions in Manipur. The Court
has appointed Advocate
MenakaGuruswamy as the amicus
curiae and the matter will be decided
on 4 November 2012.

Today’s development here
in New Delhi is a result of a long
journey. For me, this journey started
on 4 November 2008 after enjoying
a family lunch, my husband
Nongmaithem Michael, went to a
friend’s helping him to set up his
father’s shradha ceremony. Around
3 p.m. he got a phone call and left
the place. At 3.32 p.m. I received a
call from him saying that he was
apprehended and told me to inform
his sister who is well connected to
the Police to secure his release. I
cannot believe what he had said and
I call him again to confirm. But he
didn’t pick up; instead somebody
else picked it up. When I enquired
about my husband he told me that
he was in the toilet. I ask him where
they were and he told me that they
were near our residence.

I informed his sister and our
family members. They tried to locate
him in various police stations but in
vain. In the 9.00 p.m. ISTV news I
saw the lifeless body of my husband
is showed as “militant”/”terrorist”
killed in an encounter with a hand

grenade by his side. I was shocked
to see how they could murder my
husband and frame him as a
“terrorist”. I immediately inform my
family members. My brother-in-law
worried that my mother-in-law might
see the news telecast pulled down
our cable wires. My younger brother-
in-law rushed to the morgue and
confirmed that it was indeed
Michael’s body.

The next day the local
community staged a sit in protest in
the heart of Imphal condemning the
killing. After conducting postmortem
Michael’s body is brought home and
consigned to flames according the
Manipuri customs.

Our family submitted
memorandum to the Chief Minister
of Manipur and the Director General
of Police, pleading them to take
action against the killing of my
husband and the false charges
leveled against him after he was
killed. But no action was taken. I
started attending public meetings
testifying how my husband was
extra-judicially executed. On the
advice of human rights activist I
petitioned the Guwahati High Court.
The High Court ordered the district
judge Manipur east to conduct an
inquiry into the matter on 10
November 2009.

We have to do much
persuasion and request for the eye
witnesses to dispose before the court.
After much personal request to him
as well as his family members an old
man who actually saw my husband
whisked away by the police
commandos in their Gypsy finally
agreed to dispose before the court.
After almost three years of an uphill
struggle the District Court finally

wrote its findings on 12 July 2012
and concluded that:

In the r esult, I have
decided that the husband of the
petitioner, Nongmaithem Michael
Singh, was killed by the personnel
of Manipur Police Commando,
Imphal West on 04-11-2008 at
around 4.45 p.m. at Yenkaobung,
Kameng and not from the
exchange of firing or encounter
between the husband of the
petitioner and personnel of
Manipur Police Commandos,
Imphal West.

The report is forwarded to
the registrar of the Gauhati High
Court, Imphal Bench and we are
awaiting the final decision of the
High Court on my case.

I could at least manage to
extract the truth behind my husband’s
killings, but there are hundreds of
young widows generated every year
as their husbands are arbitrarily
executed in Manipur. Many of them
are in a lot worst situation than me.
It was a glimmer of hope when some
human rights activist started
organizing these widows. On 11 July
2009, some thirty of us got together,
shared our stories and cried the
whole day on each other’s shoulders.
On the other hand pouring out our
pent up emotions and finding that we
not alone was such a relief, we all
felt considerably light at the end of
the day. We wanted to build on this
collective strength and fight for
justice together. This is how
Extrajudicial Execution Victim
Families Association, Manipur
(EEVFAM) was born!

EEVFAM is an
organization of widows and mothers
of those killed by police and security
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forces. We are discriminated as
young widows and also as families
of the “terrorists”. We cannot access
the basic schemes for widows
namely widow pension given by the
Social Welfare Dept. because they
had not attain the age of 40 years.
We cannot access the ex-gratia given
by the State Government because our
husbands are killed in “encounters”.
We also cannot access the children’s
education support under the National
Foundation For Communal
Harmony given by the District
Commissioner because they were
meant only for children killed by
“non-state actors”.

Having nowhere to go we
decided to help each other. We meet
every second Saturday and share our
day to day problems and stories -
happy ones as well as our sorrows.
We contribute a little amount of
money to save as our organization
fund. We formed some self-help

group and take loan from Just Peace
Foundation in low interest. The
loanee uses the money according to
her own choice and convenience to
improve their lives. Some are doing
business in clothes, some weaving,
some are running small grocery
shops, yet others are farming or
making detergents, etc.

EEVAM has given us the
strength to be who we are and face
the world in our own terms with
dignity and grace. The mental and
emotional support that we draw from
this collective can hardly be over
stated. Besides pursuing the cases of
our husbands individually we are
now collectively fighting for justice.
With the help of Human Rights Alert,
we are petitioning the Supreme
Court of India, we have placed 63
cases with detailed documentation
from 2007 to 2012 and also a list of
1528 cases of extrajudicial
executions compiled by the Civil

Society Coalition on Human Rights
in Manipur and the UN demanding:

(1) Setting up of a special
investigation team to investigate the
cases.

(2) Conducting disciplinary
proceedings in all the cases listed and
to facilitate the giving of evidence
by the family members and other
eyewitnesses to punish the guilty.

(3) Paying compensations
to the families of the victim.

(4) Declaring that the
sanction under section 197 Cr.P.C
and section 6 of the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act, 1958 or any
other similar provision in any other
law is not necessary to be obtained
in cases of fake encounters.

Statement by EEVFAM

1 October 2012

Thousands of tribal people
from 22 villages around Chaibasa,
headquarter town of West
Singhbhum district, on 3rd October
2012 organised a massive rally with
traditional weapons demanding the
immediate removal of a local Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) camp
allegedly set up illegally on tribal
land and dismissal of the jawan who
allegedly tried to rape a tribal woman
a few days ago.

The rally was led by
president of Manki Munda
Association, Antu Hembrom and also
attended by local MLA Deepak
Birua. It started from Gandhi Maidan
and went to Deputy Commissioner’s
office. The participants handed over
a memorandum to the DC requesting
for immediate action on their
demands.

“We demanded the
immediate removal of a local Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) camp
and arrest of the jawan who allegedly
tried to molest a tribal woman a few
days ago, vice-president of Akhil
Bharatiya Adivasi Mahasabha
Mukesh Birua informed.

Addressing a public
meeting, Birua warned the district
administration to order for the
removal of the camp within a week
failing which he would take the issue
to the tribal advisory committee.

 “According to Article 13
(2) of the Constitution, the approval
of the traditional tribal manki munda
samiti was a must for giving a land
to anyone. It was not done in the case
of the CRPF camp so it was illegal,
it should be removed immediately,”
Birua said.

Tribals Take Out Mass Rally

The protestors also
demanded the dismissal of the Jawan
of the 174 battalion of the CRPF who
allegedly tried to rape a tribal woman
on September 24, in Manduedel
village. Hembrom and vice-president
of Akhil Bharatiya Adivasi
Mahasabha, Mukesh Birua also
addressed the rally and expressed
concern over the rising incidents of
molestation by CRPF jawans
involved in anti Naxal operation in
Chaibasa and other areas of the State.

Leaders and activists of
Adivasi Ho Samaj Mahsabha,
Kolhan Yuva Raksha Sangh, various
gram sabha, Khuntkattia Bhoomi
Raksha Samiti and other tribal
organisations also participated in the
rally.
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Coordination of Democratic Rights
Organisations, CDRO, condemns the
move by Jharkhand police to prevent
Narayan Sanyal from coming out of
jail. Narayan Sanyal is a senior
politbureau member of CPI (Maoist)
who was granted bail in all three
cases against him. On 8th October,
2012 SP Hazaribagh accompanied
by an Inspector arrived at
Hazaribagh Central Jail to search his
cell claiming they had information
that he was in possession of a mobile
phone inside the jail premises.
Subsequently, they claimed to have
discovered a mobile phone and used
this excuse to keep him incarcerated.
Narayan Sanyal was arrested in
December 2005 by the Chattisgarh

Statement on Narayan Sanyal, 9th October 2012
police but he was officially shown as
having been arrested by Andhra
Pradesh police. He was then
implicated along with Binayak Sen
and Piyush Guha in the notorious
fabricated case.

The manner in which police
and prosecutor are deliberately
preventing CPI(Maoist) leaders from
being released on bail—by either re-
arresting them under preventive
detention as in Sushil Roy’s case in
2011, and/or foisting trumped up case
as has been done against Narayan
Sanyal—clearly makes a mockery of
the government claim that we live
under Rule of Law. Surely, if a person
is granted bail, then it stands to
reason that he/she should be released

too. What the latest instance yet
again reveals is how police and
agencies work to subvert the criminal
justice system and holds the
judiciary in contempt.

While CDRO is moving the
NHRC against such blatant violation
of judicial orders we urge all
democratic minded people to note
this new trend which is accelerating
the process of lawlessness that has
come to characterise the conduct of
Indian police and agencies.

Asish Gupta
Kranti Chaitanya
(Co-ordinators CDRO)

October 11, 2012

That the Hindus most often succeed
in pulling down Untouchables is
largely due to many causes. The
Hindu has the Police and the
Magistracy on his side. In a quarrel
between the Untouchables and the
Hindus the Untouchables will never
get protection from the Police or
justice from the Magistrate. The
Police and the Magistracy are
Hindus, and they love their class
more than their duty. But the chief
weapon in the armoury of the Hindus
is economic power they possess over
the poor Untouchables living in the
village. —Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in
1943

On 1st October 2012,
National Campaign on Dalit Human
Rights (NCDHR) facilitated a fact-
finding visit to Dabra Village of
Hisar District in Haryana where a
Dalit man committed suicide after

Fact Finding Report: Gang Rape of Dalit Girl by Dominant
Caste Youth and Suicide of Girl’s Father at Dabra Village, Hisar, Haryana

his minor girl was gang raped by the
dominant caste youths.

The fact-finding team
comprised Seema Misra Adv.,
MARG; Adv. Ambalika; Dr. Ajitha
WSS; Ms. Pradnya Deshpande,
PUCL; Ms. Sunitha Thakore, Jagori;
Mr. Sanjeev Kumar, Delhi Forum;
Ms. Asha Kowtal, General Secretary
of AIDMAM; Ms. Sumati, JNU; Ms.
Abirami, NDMJ; Ms. Savitha, State
Secretary, AIDMAM-Haryana; Mr.
Rajesh, State Secretary, NDMJ-
Haryana.

The team members met the
Victim, the family members of the
victim, civil society Committee and
SP of Hisar.

The key findings of the fact-
finding team are:

1. Dabra Village, Police
Station – Sadar Hisar, is just around
15 Kms. from District Hisar Head

quarter. The common opinion
amongst the civil society groups: the
people of Daabra and the SP stated
that the accused were known bad
elements. It is surprising that they
were not under the radar of the police
or any preventive measures were
taken.

2. A committee consisting
of 21 members including activists,
local leaders, 2 advocates has been
formed to support the rape survivor
by providing legal assistance and
monitoring the case till its conclusion
to ensure that she gets justice.

3. The victim has been
provided 24-hour security by the
police and two women constables
from 8 am to 8 pm and two men
constables outside the house at night.
In spite of this the fact finding team
feels that there is likelihood of the
family being pressurized into settling
the matter. The family and
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neighbours of the family revealed
that well known local politicians had
come to tell them that it was a matter
of the village and should be resolved
in the village. They also said that
outsiders and media should not be
allowed to discuss this case. We were
also informed that some days ago the
some people belonging to the Jat
community had broken cameras of a
well known television channel’s
crew who came to cover this
incident.

4. The arrest of the accused
was a result of brave and insistent
protests of the Dalits group and
Women’s group of the village who
refused to cremate the body till the
immediate arrest of the accused.

5. Dalits of this village are
still under fear. The relatives of the
rape survivor said that after the
incident many people had stopped
sending their daughters to school
even in the village and the older girls
to college in Hisar.

6. The community people
informed us that the village
panchayat met on 20th Sept and
decided that outsiders and media
would not be allowed to intervene
in this case. The panchayat will take
the required actions. They said that
outsiders were ruining the
atmosphere of the village. The SP,
DDPO were present in the panchayat
meeting.

7. The rape survivor is 16
and half years old and is a bright girl
interested in further studies. She
informed the team that her favourite
subjects were Economics and
Sanskrit.

About Dabra Village:
Dabra Village is located

about 15 Kms of Hisar District Head
quarter. It is populated with more
than 6,000 people, comprising about
800 Jat households, 150 Chamar
households, 150 Dhanuk

households, 10 Nai households, 5
Valmiki households, 8 Baniya
households, 10 Khati households, 6
Lohar households and other
communities. The Chamar
community is largely economically
dependent on the Jat population in
their village for their regular
livelihood based on farming.

About the incident:
1. On 9th September when

the Dalit girl namely XYZ (16) D/o
Kishan, belonging to Scheduled
Caste (Chamar) community, r/o
Dabra village, Hisar, was on her way
to her uncle’s house, she had been
kidnapped by around 8 dominant
caste youths to a nearby field situated
on Tosham road. A youth gave her
some tablets and later seven persons
raped her while the other five were
guarding the area. Due to fear the girl
didn’t disclose this matter to her
family members on the same day.

2. On 18th September, 9
days after the incident, the victim
XYZ revealed this unpleasant
incident to her mother after her
mother continuously enquired why
she was so subdued and quiet. Her
mother then informed her husband
Krishan, a labourer. Krishan raised
the issue with the elders of the village
who then started questioning the
boys allegedly involved in the
incident. The accused allegedly
threatened the family that they would
make the girl’s objectionable
pictures public if the matter was
reported to the police. Apprehending
public humiliation, Krishan
allegedly consumed poison and died
on 18th September.

3. An FIR has been
registered under section 376-G, 506
IPC and u/s 3(1)(x), 3(1)(xii),
3(2)(v) SC and ST (PoA) Act against
accused Sonu, Ajay, Pawan and
Vikas, residents of Dabra village and
eight other unknown persons.

4. As the police officials did
not arrest any accused till 21st

September, the angered residents of
Dabra village staged a protest on 22nd

September demanding the
immediate arrest of all the accused.
It was only after assurances by
Deputy Commissioner Amit Kumar
Aggarwal and SP Mr. Sateesh Balan
that the protesters allow the body of
the girl’s father to be taken for post-
mortem. The body was cremated at
his native village on 23rd August
2012.

5. Till now the police
department has arrested 11 accused.
The family informed us that a cheque
of Rs. 65,000/- was received. We
were informed, by SP that police
security has been provided to the
victims and it will be continued until
needed. The administration has
assured free education till she
completes her higher studies and also
assured a job. The SP informed us
that a child psychologist visits the
victim regularly and is providing
counselling. The accused have been
arrested through the active support
of the villagers including a few
people from the Jat community.

Our Demands:
We urge you to make use

of your good office to initiate
intervention to provide justice and
protect the Dalit victim. Hence forth,
we pray that:

1. Charge sheet should be
filed immediately as per S. 167 CrPC
and Rule 7 (2) of SC/ST (PoA) Rules
1995.

2. Ensure that the relief and
compensation money is put in a bank
account in the rape survivor’s name
or in a fixed deposit to be used after
she becomes an adult.

3. Proper Compensation of
Rs. 3,00,000 /- be paid to the rape
survivor as per Rule 12(4) r/w
Annexure I S.NO.10, 12, 20 of SC/
ST (POA) Rules 1995. [3(1)(x) –



18 CDRO Bulletin

60,000, 3(1)(xii) – 1,20,000 and
3(ii)(v) – 1,20,000 ]

4. The case be tried in the
courts set Exclusive Special Court to
be set up for Speedy Trial.

5. An experienced criminal
lawyer be appointed as special public
prosecutor for this case as provided
under the SC/ST (POA) Act.

6. The rape survivor be
provided a legal counsel of choice to
her throughout the trial as per the
decision of the Supreme Court in
Delhi Domestic Workers Case.

7. Ensure that a conducive
atmosphere is created in the court
while the rape survivor is deposing
so that she can do so without fear and
pressure. During examination and
cross examination of the girl in court
a screen is provided so that she does
not have to see the accused.

8. That the economic
support promised by the
administration to the family that is
job for the brother and higher
education and job for the rape
survivor be given. Besides this, to
provide rehabilitation to the family
as per their wishes.

9. Take steps to ensure the
girl’ s security so that she is able to
attend school regularly as per her
wishes.

10.Take all necessary steps
to ensure that the family is not
pressurise into a compromise. The
National Commission for Women
should appoint an observer for the
trial.

11. Provide adequate
protection to the victim’s family and
prevent from appraisal.

12. TA/DA to be given to

the victim as per Rule 11 of SC/ST
(PoA) Rules 1995.

13. As the number of rape
cases in Haryana are increasing day to
day the State and the police must take
proactive steps to create an atmosphere
and environment to ensure that girls
and women are safe. One suggestion
is creating awareness and spreading the
message, through posters, wall
writings and radio and television
messages that any sexual harassment
and assault on women will is an
offence and strict action will be taken.

14. To establish State level
SC/ST commission in Haryana.

15. NHRC should conduct a
Haryana State level public hearing and
include the cases of violence against
Dalit women to depose before the jury.

October 11, 2012

PUCL-Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
learns from the press reports and our
colleagues that a group of 11 human
rights activists heading to
Koodankulam on 12th Oct.2012 for a
fact finding mission on police firing
on KKNP protestors last month, were
arrested at Moondradaipu toll gate in
Tirunelvi district under sections 353
of IPC (assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from discharge
of his duty) and 7(1) (a) (The
Criminal Law Amendment Act,
1932). It is learnt that they were
remanded and taken to Palayamkottai
jail.

The details of the arrested activists
are as follows:

1. K. Kesavan (33), an
advocate and State Joint Secretary of
Centre for Protection of Civil
Liberties (CPCLC) from Sellur,
Madurai

2. Jehan (23), member of

Student Apprising Movement for
Social Welfare, Madurai

3. Palanisamy (48), Anti
Imperialist Movement, State
Secretary, Tamil Nadu

4. Hameed (43), member of
Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties
Committee (APCLC)

5. Damodar Puri (32),
Member, Ranchi Dist., People’s
Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL)-
Jharkhand

6. Aravind Kumar Avinas
(50), President, Ranchi Dist.,
People’s Union for Civil Liberties
(PUCL)-Jharkhand

7. Dastagiri (24),
Rayalseema Student Federation,
Andhra Pradesh

8. Pratima Das, an
advocate, Odisha High Court & part
of Committee for Release of Political
Prisoners

9. Priya, Democratic
Students’ Union, New Delhi

10. Agarathi, a woman
advocate and part of CPCL of
Madurai

11. Varalakshmi, General
Secretary of Revolutionary Writers
Association, Andhra Pradesh

PUCL, Tamil Nadu-
Puducherry strongly condemns the
arbitrary arrest of these activists and
spreading of news by the police that
these activists possessed serious and
sensitive literature. This is totally
unwarranted and is meant to
intimidate the rights activists. They
are educated and concerned citizens
of the society and it is their duty to
go for a fact finding mission of this
nature. Hence, PUCL demands the
government to immediately release
these activists and to drop of all cases
against them.

October 15, 2012

PUCL Demands Immediate Release of Human Rights
Activists From Across India Arr ested When Heading to Koodankulam
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The Sub-divisional Judicial Court
here has referred the matter of
murder of MASS activist Manoj
Konwar to Gauhati High Court.

Manoj was murdered on the
night of September 22 last by
unidentified gunmen at Lukhura-
khan village under Sonari PS. Police
registered a case U/S 302 IPC R/W
25(1) (A)/27 Arms Act and 10/13 of
UA(P) Act and made ULFA
extremist Rupantar Kakoty and
Ganesh Lahon as accused.

Later on the court of SDJM,
Charaideo recorded the statement of
mother of the deceased Bogitora

Manoj Konwar
Murder  Case Referred to HC

Konwar and sister-in-law Jutika
Konwar who suspected the
involvement of police in the case.
After going through the statements
of the witnesses, SSA Rahman,
SDJM, Charaideo, observed that the
case should not be investigated by
Sonari police in the interest of justice
and referred the matter to the
Registrar(vigilance) Gauhati High
Court for presenting it before the
appropriate authority for necessary
direction in the matter.

SONARI
22 Oct, 2012

There was a protest demonstration
at Uttarakhand Bhawan, Delhi on
20th October 2012 against repression
of worker’s movement, particularly
against registration of false and
fabricated F.I.R. against 32 workers
related with Inqulabi Mazdoor
Kendra who were participating in a
peaceful rally organized after
completion of their 2 day long 3rd

Conference in Haridwar. Activists of
different organization gathered at
Uttarkahand Bhawan and submitted
a memorandum to Resident
commissioner demanding quashing
of fabricated FIR. They also
demanded judicial inquiry in
registration of false FIR and
punishment to officer involved in
imposing the said false and
fabricated FIR. Activists of Inqalabi
Mazdoor Kendra , Krantikari Lok
Adhikar Sangathan, Krantikari
Naujawan Sabha, Mehnatkash
Mazdoor Morcha, Mazdoor Patrika,
Pragatisheel Mahila Ekta Kendra,

Memorandum Against Repression of
Worker ’s Movement in Haridwar, Uttar Pradesh

and others were present. A gate
meeting was also organised where in
speakers emphasized on fight against
onslaught of Indian state against
workers and the poor. Text of the
memorandum submitted to the R.C.
Uttarakhand is as follows:

MEMORANDUM
Dated: - 20.10.2012

To
The Resident Commissioner
Uttrakhand Bhawan
New Delhi

Subject: Memorandum
against repression of worker’s
movement and registration of false
and fabricated FIR against workers
and activists at P.S. Ranipur
Haridwar.
Dear Sir,

We the undersigned
organizations/ individuals have
come to oppose the repression of
workers and rampant violation of

worker’s as well as common citizen’s
democratic and fundamental rights
by Uttarkhand Police.

Uttarkhand Government is
adamant to repress the worker’s
movement. They want to kill the
worker’s unity at nascent stage and
for that purpose resort to illegal use
of police force and other
administrative machinery. On 15th

October 2012 a false and fabricated
F.I.R. bearing no. 321/2012 at the
PS, Ranipur has been registered.

The local administration as
well as concerned police authorities
was aware that on 14th and 15th

October, 2012, 3rd Conference of
Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra was going
on in Haridwar, Uttarakhand. At the
end of the conference a procession
was taken out from Chinamay
Degree College to Rawali Mahdood
village and written intimation dated
05.10.2012 regarding this
procession was also given to the
SDM Haridwar10 days in advance.
(Copy Enclosed).

The said application was
forwarded to the SHO Ranipur with
direction to do the needful. However
on the instructions of authorities at
state level, a forged and fabricated
F.I.R. No. 321/2012 U/S 147/341/
447/505 I.P.C. as well as under 7
Criminal Law Amendment Act was
registered against 32 named persons
and 150 unknown. It is pertinent to
mention herein that several persons
who were not present in the
conference or those who had never
visited Haridwar have been named
in the F.I.R. with ulterior motive to
crush the worker’s movement at
nascent stage.

There is state offensive
against the general masses as well as
working class of the country, who are
prone to state repression. The
worker’s right is being violated
rampantly by the state machinery.
Labour department has become
defunct institutions and labour laws
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gets place in books of law only for
record.

The incident of 15th

October is one stark example of
worker’s repression. On 15th October
when the activists and members of
Inqulabi Mazdoor Kendra came out
with the procession namely Majdoor
Adhikar Jagrukta Rally in a peaceful
manner, police registered a false
F.I.R. against them.

We are living in a
democratic country. Holding
meetings, taking out processions,
organize conventions, make slogans
and protest in peaceful manner is
democratic right of the Indian
citizen. Article 19 of the Indian
Constitution guarantees the freedom
of speech & expression as well as
freedom of association and assembly
in peaceful manner. In the incident
cited above, local police have
crossed the limit by registering false
and fabricated case and violating the
fundamental right of the innocent
citizens of India. The Uttarakhand

Government as well as Indian state
has failed to protect the rights of its
citizen, particularly of those which
comes from vulnerable sections of
the society.

We the undersigned
organizations/individuals feel that
the police had lodged entirely false
and fabricated FI.R. against the
activist and members of Inqlabi
Mazdoor Kendra. We also condemn
this police action on the innocent
members and the activists of Inqlabi
Mazdoor Kendra.

We demand that:-
(1) F.I.R. No. 321/2012

registered at P.S. Ranipur , Haridwar,
uttarakhand against workers,
activists and members of Inqlabi
Mazdoor Kendra be quashed
immediately.

(2) Police officer be
punished for lodging a false and
fabricated F.I.R.

(3) Stop repression of
worker’s movement.

(4) Restore worker’s right.

The imposing of ban on Telangana
media for the Prime Minister’s
Hyderabad visit during the Bio-
Diversity Convention is nothing but
curtailing the freedom of press by the
state. The APCLC is of the opinion
that such decisions by the state are
not appropriate under democratic
rule. The apprehension of the state
is that the media representatives, if
allowed would discuss the people’s
aspirations in the international
convention and would result in
international campaign on the issue.
The intellectuals and democrats of
the country can understand as to what
type of democratic rule is

implemented and run by Prime
Minister.

It is almost nine years, since
the Telangana issue was seriously
taken note of by the Prime Minister
but despite many martyrdoms,
thousands of cases on Telanganites/
activists, sacrificing of life at
parliament etc., our Prime Minister
is unfazed/unmoved. The Prime
Minister’ s attitude is seriously
criticised by the APCLC.

The APCLC condemning
the imposing of ban on Telangana
Press had participated in a ‘sit on
‘dharna’ at Gunrock Park and called
it a ‘black day’ in the history of

Telangana. To express our protest,
the APCLC also participated in the
‘pen - march’ held on 31.10.2012.
The attack on Telangana march, Raji
Reddy’s murder, Venkatesh’s
murder, ban on Telangana media is
viewed as part of ‘state violence’ by
the APCLC and has appealed to the
people and democrats in the ‘pen -
march’ to fight against the state
violence. The participants from
APCLC in the above ‘pen - march’
are Hanmanth Rao, Durga Prasad,
Shyamal Rao, Ratnamala, Narayana
Rao, Srinivas, Laxminarasaiah,
Ramakrishna, Medak Ashok etc.

The Andhra Pradesh
government has not given
permission to conduct a “Telangana
march’ but resorted to illegal arrests
in the entire Telangana region. Also,
on permitting the meeting it
continued with illegal arrests and
implicating Telengana people in
false cases. At around 11:00 am
shelling tear gas shells on the dais
of the meeting began, a meeting for
which permission had been
granted.The shelling of tear gas
shells continued and water cannons
were also deployed against the
leaders and others occupying the dais
before the scheduled time for closing
the meeting at 6.45 pm for which
permission had been granted. All
these incidents indulged by the
Central and State governments
against the Telangana movement are
part of severe repression on
Telangana and is highly condemn by
the APCLC.

The APCLC appeals to the
intellectuals and democrats of the
country to raise their voices against
these heinous acts of repression and
question the authoritarianism of the
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.

APCLC

Why the Prime Minister Who Convened
Bio-Diversity Convention is Silent on Telengana

People’s Diversity
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The Terror of Law

Repeal AFSPA Save Democracy
We Want Citizen S tate Not Police S tate

Reach Raj Ghat, Delhi on 6 November 2012
12th Anniversary of Irom Shamila’ s Fast Program

Venue : Samat a Sthal (opposite Raj Ghat)
Time: 8 am to 5 pm

All are requested to join and support.


