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On the Occasion of the International Week of the Disappeared
Unabated Impunity versus Memory and the Struggle for Justice

23 years, 8000+ disappeared, and the Indian State refuses to be
held accountable for the crimes of enforced disappearances, and
numerous other violations, that it has been responsible for. Today,
as a part of the International Week of the Disappeared [27 May –
31 May 2013], APDP reiterates its commitment to the struggle
against impunity for crimes in Jammu and Kashmir.

To date, not a single personnel of the army, paramilitary
or police has been prosecuted for a human rights violation in
Jammu and Kashmir. The court-martial process has proven itself
to be a tool to ensure impunity. The institutional culture of moral,
political and juridical impunity has resulted in enforced and in-
voluntary disappearance of 8000+ persons, besides more than
70,000 deaths, and disclosures of more than 7000 unknown, un-
marked and mass graves.

Sanhati Statement on the Unprecedented Detention of CDRO Team by
Police

We strongly condemn the absolutely arbi-
trary and unprecedented action of the
Jharkhand police administration in detain-
ing eight members of a CDRO (Coordina-
tion of Democratic Rights Organizations)
fact-finding team while they were address-
ing a press conference in Ranchi. The team
had just returned from a fact-finding mis-
sion to Chatra, where ten members of the
CPI(Maoist) had been supposedly killed in
a long gun battle with the TPC, a splinter
group actively supported by the state gov-
ernment, in March 2013. However, at that
time, there were local media reports that
the CPI(Maoist) members had been poi-
soned and then shot to death in a false en-
counter. The fact-finding team, consisting
of members from PUCL Jharkhand, APDR
West Bengal and PUDR Delhi, had gone
to investigate the veracity of these reports
and the circumstances behind the incident.

They were in the process of addressing the press and releasing their report while
officials of the Jharkhand police, accompanied by a large number of policemen
came and picked them up without providing any explanation.

The audaciousness of the act, committed in presence of the assembled
press, clearly shows the scant respect for democracy and democratic procedures
which the Jharkhand police has. The members of the team, including a woman,
were detained in the Kotwali police station for a long time till they were released
late in the evening. The police maintained that they had just been picked up for
finding information, although it is unclear what information the former were seek-
ing which could only be obtained by picking them up from the venue of a press
conference using a posse of armed policemen. This is clearly a tactic of intimida-
tion by the Jharkhand government to dissuade future fact-finding teams from visit-
ing sites of incidents where the state government, or groups supported by the state
government, are complicit in criminal activities. However, it is incredible that such
a thing can happen in broad daylight and in open view of the public and press. We
unequivocally condemn this blatant attack on the activities of democratic rights
organizations and the attempt to muzzle them in order to hide the criminal complic-
ity of the state government in encounter killings and other illegal activities.

Sanhati
May 29, 2013
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The unwillingness of the In-
dian State to end impunity is particu-
larly apparent when it comes to the
issue of unknown, unmarked and mass
graves that has a direct bearing on the
issue of enforced disappearances. The
Government of Jammu and Kashmir
Home Department declared on 13
August 2012 to the State Human
Rights Commission [SHRC] that it
could not act on the SHRC recommen-
dations for investigations into the
graves. For example, on the question
of conducting DNA tests on the bod-
ies interred in the graves, it is stated
that with “only 15/16 recognized labs
in the Government as well as in the
Private Sector, in the entire country”
a comprehensive process cannot be
undertaken. Instead, a ludicrous and
unique solution is put forward: a blood
relation of the victim “should be in a
position to indicate with fair amount
of certainty the exact location of the
graveyard and the grave which is now
sought to be re-opened”. In contrast,
the Indian State is willing to carry out
DNA profiling of all its soldiers.

Further, it is almost six
months since the release of the IPTK/
APDP report: “alleged Perpetrators:
Stories of Impunity in Jammu and
Kashmir” where 500 alleged perpe-
trators of human rights violations in
Jammu and Kashmir are named and
their role analyzed. The army made
an unsubstantiated rejection of the re-
port and its allegations. The Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir stated
formally that it was a serious report
and would be considered. The infor-
mal response came shortly afterwards
when three police officials named in
the report were promoted/given new
responsibilities [Chief Vigilance Com-
missioner Kuldeep Khoda, ADG S.M.
Sahai, DIG Anand Jain]. There was
no formal response from New Delhi.

IPTK/APDP has taken two
steps in the ongoing campaign on the
report.

First, a process of engagement with foreign governments, includ-
ing the European Union, has begun. These governments have and will con-
tinue to be urged to blacklist and take action against any personnel of the
armed forces or police who have been responsible for human rights viola-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir. The action sought will range from denial of
visas, to prosecutions against such alleged perpetrators if and when they step
on foreign soil. The list of 500 alleged perpetrators in the report forms the
present basis for the campaign. The list will be updated.

Second, to elicit responses from the Indian State, the report was
formally handed over to the Vice-President of Indian National Congress [Mr.
Rahul Gandhi] and the National General Secretary of Bhartiya Janata Party
[Mr. P. Muralidhar Rao].

Despite the passage of 23 years, and absolute impunity for crimes
in Jammu and Kashmir, APDP, and all its supporters, take strength from the
cause: a quest for truth and justice. The struggle will not end.

Tahira Begum
Spokesperson, APDP
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Delhi Metro Workers Gathered at Jantar Mantar

Hundreds of Delhi Metro Workers
gathered at Jantar Mantar today to
protest against the serious and open
violation of labour laws by Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) un-
der the banner of Delhi Metro Rail
Kamgar Union (DMRKU). Delhi
Metro workers held a large demon-
stration against the unreasonable ter-
mination of 250 workers by the Metro
Management which would be effec-
tive from 1 June. They also burned
the effigy of Metro Management.
DMRKU handed over a memoran-
dum along with a charter-of-demands
to the Prime Minister’s Office, labour
minister and metro chief Mangu
Singh which had been signed by hun-
dreds of workers.

The secretary of Delhi
Metro Rail Kaamgaar Union, Ajay
said that the contract of the Trig com-
pany that does the work of giving
Tokens at metro ends on 1 June 2013,
after which DMRC should take the
responsibility of these workers. Ajay
also said that in Delhi Metro the mini-
mum wage, E.S.I, P.F etc fixed by the

Government has also not been implemented. The main demands enlisted in
the memorandum handed over to prime minister and others are- the reinstate-
ment of all the workers terminated by the contract company Trig, Metro should
reinstate the workers even after the tender of the company working on con-
tract ends, the implementation of Labour Act (regularization and abolishment),
1970 ensuring the permanent appointment of workers and the strict imple-
mentation as well as adherence of the Labour Laws. Naveen, a worker at
Metro and a member of DMRKU said that Delhi Metro which is considered
the pride of the city and which serves as a lifeline to millions of Delhites for
commuting, works so efficiently due to the hard work and toil of the workers
who are paid the least attention to and provided with no respite by the Metro
management.

Shivani of Bigul Mazdoor Dasta said that to wage this struggle fur-
ther DMRKU will file a PIL making it illegal to hire contract workers for jobs
of permanent nature. She said further that all metro workers, guards, TOM
operators and sweepers face gross abolition of labour laws. To fight effec-
tively against this all workers must unite under the banner of DMRKU.

Various Student-Youth organization as well as women and labour
organizations extended their open support to the demands of DMRKU and
Metro workers. Organisations like Disha Students Organisation, Naujawan
Bharat Sabha, Stree Mukti League and Karawal Nagar Mazdoor Union etc.
were present. Representatives from these organisations (Sunny from Disha
Students Organisation, Yogesh from Naujawan Bharat Sabha, Baby from Stree
Mukti League) too addressed the workers.

Ajay
Secretary, Delhi Metro Kamgar Union
New Delhi, 30 May.

Manipur: Condemn Destructive Project and Forced Eviction

Campaign for Peace & Democracy
condemned the forced eviction per-
petrated by the Government of
Manipur in Sangakpham area on 13
May 2013. The act fully reflected
the use of colonial Land Acquisition
Act 1894 to serve the capital inter-
est of contractors (including the
owners of excavators) and bureau-
cratic manipulation. Firstly, the
homesteads that had been more than
30 years old and the economic live-
lihood based on it were destroyed
at gun point without any prior alter-
native arrangement. Secondly, no
sufficient time was allotted to take
up legal initiatives against the evic-

tion order. The eviction notice released on 9 and was informed on 10 evening.
The following two days were second Saturday and Sunday holidays. On 13
morning forced eviction was carried out with the support of repressive forces.
There was obstruction to media coverage. In the cases above the issue of
human rights was absolutely bypassed. Constitutional rights were violated.
It was a big blow to the weak and impoverished by a collusion of contrac-
tors and bureaucrats in the name of project. It is fully exposed that those
bureaucrats who had educated in India and enforcing colonial laws are merely
stamp pads of contractors cum political elites. We condemn the inhuman
act of the clique who acted as disgrace to humanity and violated humanitar-
ian laws. The displaced families of Sangakpham, Kabow Leikai, Loktak,
Lamphel Yaifa Leikai, Mapithel dam, etc must be adequately compensated
and rehabilitated. Lei-ingkhol must not be forcibly destroyed in the name of
project to make the villagers suffer.

Campaign for Peace & Democracy (Manipur)
17 May 2013



4 CDRO Bulletin

Orissa – Joint Statement Condemning Police Excesses in Lower
Suktel Project in Bolangir

We, the undersigned, are anguished
and appalled by the brutality and ex-
cesses of Orissa Police on peaceful
demonstrators and concerned citizens
near Magurbeda village of Balangir
District in Orissa on 29 April 2013.
At least 40 persons received severe
injuries in this unprovoked lathi-
charge and police brutality. We
strongly condemn such police action
and demand that responsible police-
men be brought to book immediately!

Shockingly, during this
standoff police dramatically turned
into a confrontation, women were
pulled by their hair, thrown on ground
with policemen deliberately trampled
over their feet and private parts as if
they were trying to get confessions out
of hardened criminals – all this under
the supervision of the Sub-Divisional
Police Officer and the Sub-Collector
of Balangir, the latter with magiste-
rial power.

It is absolutely unacceptable
that state police in tacit approval of
the state government engage in such
brutality on peaceful protesters. The
Odisha government needs to explain
to its people as why Lower Sukhtel
area has virtually become a war-zone,
when people are democratically press-
ing for their demands.

Notably, Amitabh Patra, a
journalist-filmmaker, who was shoot-
ing the confrontation, was purpose-
fully targeted and rounded up by about
a dozen policemen who beat him and
kicked him ceaselessly on his head
and face. Policemen seized his two
cameras and broke both even as he lay
unconscious for several hours. We
would want an explanation from the
government as what authority the
Odisha Police has got to stop film-
makers from shooting such stand-
offs? Under which rule of law, the
Odisha Police has the power to strike

at a journalist or a filmmaker with such brutality with intention to damage his
head, when he was only a witness to what was going on? More shockingly,
under pressure from the police and administration, the doctor at the govern-
ment district hospital was refusing to admit Amitabh despite visible head in-
juries until a few local activists and journalists made a noise and forced him to
do so!

At least 16 persons (including 9 women) were arrested from the site
including Lenin Kumar, writer and editor of Odia literary journal – Nisan –
and Amitabh Patra himself. We also strongly condemn the unilateral fatwa of
Balangir Bar Council not to take up any cases in favour of any ‘outsiders’, as
Lenin Kumar and Amitabh Patra are not from Balangir! Only after much de-
liberation, a lawyer friend from Titlagarh came forward to move the bail. Con-
frontation between police and a determined people has almost become rou-
tine since 8 April 2013 in the area; and on several occasions, the peaceful
protestors are lathi-charged, foul-mouthed, and physically abused. In these
last four weeks, more than 100 persons have endured massive blows of lathi
and beatings in hands of an armed state. About two weeks back, 80 protesters
were arrested and later released on bail. The demonstrators have been peace-
fully opposing the Lower Sukhtel project over concerns of loss of livelihoods
and displacement for over 10 years. The project will submerge more than 56
villages, pushing the displaced and affected to precarious futures.

The project was seemingly abandoned by the state for a long time
since originally conceived in 1979 following the rout of BALCO from the
Gandhamardan Mountains (for bauxite mining). Water from Lower Suktel
will be purportedly diverted to the mining company. The project has been
variously criticized by several research and human rights groups since its in-
ception. Most notably an authoritative study by Anita Agnihotri for UNDP
(2008), only stops short of quashing the project calling it ‘prima facie unjusti-
fiable in terms of anticipated benefits’ and in suggesting that ‘it will be worth-
while to explore an alternative to this costly undertaking’ and the government
has viciously responded by refusing to make both the DPR (Detailed Public
Report) as well as the Environmental Assessment Report public.

The present haste to start work on the project need to be seen in
conjunction with the applications by a number of mining companies to mine
the mountain. This renewed interest also needs to be located in the electoral
dynamics of the state, which is going to face elections in 2014.

The trampling of peoples’ right to peaceful protests cannot be toler-
ated in a democratic polity! The Odisha government must answer some com-
pelling questions. What calls for such mindless police brutality when people
were peacefully raising slogans and organizing? Why concerned citizens and
activists are repeatedly targeted, as is in Magurbeda at the moment?

The state government needs to remember always that people have
constitutional right to protest and register their grievances. No state govern-
ment, not even the Indian state can abrogate that right! It’s time that state
governments, and police, are made accountable for their unjustifiable actions!!

We demand:
* Immediate and unconditional withdrawal of cases lodged against
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the people arrested on 29 April 2013
* The state must ensure

proper treatments to all those who
were injured in police brutalities on
29 April 2013

* The Superintendent of Po-
lice and the sub-Collector, Balangir,
and all those police personnel who
were engaged in the act must be put
on trial immediately

* Police force must be with-
drawn immediately from the lower
Suktel area

* The Odisha government
and the state police must apologize to
those injured and / or arrested on 29
April 2013

* Trumped-up cases against
all those part of the Lower Suktel re-
sistance since 2005 must be with-
drawn immediately

* Land acquisition on the
Lower Suktel Project site must be
stopped immediately

* The government must im-
mediately set up an independent ju-
dicial inquiry into the more-than-100-
crore-rupee scam involving land-ac-
quisition and compensation for the
Lower Suktel Project, which even the
CAG has pointed out. The inquiry
must also look into all illegal land
dealings done in the area by urban
vested interests – with full knowledge
and direct compliances of the district
administration – in the submergence
area even after land-acquisition noti-
fications were made

* The Lower Suktel Project
must be scrapped immediately, and
the suggestion by the Lower Suktel
Budi Anchal Sangram Samiti to con-
struct series of small barrages in lieu
of a big dam be considered in all sin-
cerity

In solidarity ,
PUCL, Delhi; WSS; Socialist Front;
Krantikari Yuvak Sangh; Inquilabi
Mazdoor Kendra; People’s Demo-
cratic Front of India; Left Collective;
Jan Morcha; New Socialist Initiative

(NSI); National Alliance for People’s
Movements (NAPM ); Indian Social
Action Forum (INSAF); Students For
Resistance; Gandhi Peace Founda-
tion; POSCO Pratirodh Sabha;
SANHATI; All India Forum of For-
est Movements (AIFFM);Jharkhand

Jangal Bachao Andolan (JJBA);North
Bengal Forum of Forest People and
Forest Movement; and many more
individual, students of Delhi, and so-
cial organizations;

May 4, 2013

On Refusal of Delhi Press Club to Hold Press
Meet on Fast by Yasin Malik

We, the undersigned, wish to express our outrage at the manner in which the
Press Club of India canceled the booking of the Press Conference called to
condemn the illegal detention of Yasin Malik and the refusal to allow the fun-
damental right of democratic protest to Kashmiris (families of victims of “dis-
appearance” and those languishing in jails over years) at Jantar Mantar today.
Under the clear instructions of the Indian State, the Press Club officials (them-
selves journalists) canceled the booking for the Press Conference at the last
minute. The officials used the language of the state by branding it ‘anti-na-
tional’ which again is the language of the Indian State to justify the suppres-
sion of all dissenting voices. This is the first time the Press Club of India
canceled such an event at the venue in the name of ‘protecting sentiments’.
Further, the officials, along with the Delhi Police and right wing organizations
gathered at the venue, bodily pushed and heckled Vara Vara Rao and others
attending the Press Conference.

Vara Vara Rao said to the press, “Today, while Jantar Mantar has
been shut for the democratic right to protest, now even the Press Club of India
has been shut to our fundamental right to freedom of expression.” He added,
“The Press, which is supposed to be the fourth pillar of democracy, has fallen
prey to the control of the Indian State, its Police force and the right wing orga-
nizations.” In light of this, we see the clear collusion of the Indian State, the
Police, and the right wing forces to suppress all voices of dissent. Aam Aadmi
Party cadres were seen holding placards wearing party-caps along with many
other right wing organisations and did not allow this press conference to take
place.

The press conference was called in protest of the arrest of Yasin Malik
as well as the denial to express the anguish of hundreds of Kashmiri families
through the democratic means of protest in the form of a two-day hunger strike
at Jantar Mantar. These Kashmiri families have been victims of persecution as
members of their family have either been the target of forced disappearances
or have been languishing in Indian jails for many years and in some cases even
decades. Not only were the democratic right to protest and their demand the
for the release of these political prisoners denied, these families are also being
harassed by the Delhi Police, threatened with arrest, surrounded and detained
by the police force.

We strongly condemn the decision to cancel the booking at the Press
Club of India by the Press Club officials, the Delhi Police under the instruc-
tions of the Indian State.

Committee for Release of Political Prisoners
May 5, 2013
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Mahapanchayat Report fr om Maruti Suzuki Workers Union

On 8th May 2013, more than two
thousand workers, our families
and common toiling people
around the villages and towns
participated on our call for a
Meeting and Mahapachayat in
front of the D.C. Office complex
in Kaithal district, Haryana. It
sent a strong message to both the
Maruti Suzuki Company man-
agement and the Haryana gov-
ernment that this brutal attack
on the working people will be
fought by an ever strengthening
unity of toiling people, and that
our 147 jailed fellow workers be
immediately released and the
terminated workers be rein-
stated.

In this Mahapanchayat,
workers and representatives
from workers’ organizations
and independent and Central
Unions from all corners of the
country participated in our soli-
darity. These include Hero
Honda Employees Union, IMT
Manesar, Rico Employees
Union, Dharuhera, FCC Rico
Employees Union, IMT
Manesar, Suzuki Powertrain
Employees Union, IMT
Manesar, Bluestar Employees
Union and Trade Union Solidar-
ity Committee, Mumbai, Molder
and Steel Workers Union,
Ludhiana Punjab, NTUI,
Mumbai, CITU, Haryana.
Workers organizations and
mass student youth and
women’s organizations like
Inquilabi Mazdoor Kendra, Jan
Sangharsh Manch Haryana,
Krantikari Naujawan Sabha,
Bigul Mazdoor Dasta, Inquilabi

Jan Awaaz Punjab, Naujawan Bharat Sabha, DYFI Haryana,
Samtamulak Mahila Sangathan and many others also came in soli-
darity.

We received support and solidarity from over 150
panchayat leaders from across the state of Haryana who came to
the Mahapanchayat. This has given our struggle a stronger social
dimension and we hope that this is part of making this struggle a
social and political struggle affecting all sections of the toiling
masses. It was the 46th day of our dharna in Kaithal, which has
started on 24th March 2013, and which included a fast unto death
from 28th March, which we only temporarily halted after 8 days at
the assurance of the Chief Minister of Haryana, Bhupinder Hooda
and State Industries Minister, R.S. Surjewala. But this was not acted
upon, as the government is hand-in-glove with the interests of the
Maruti Suzuki Company, at the cost of workers and common toil-
ing people whom we expect it to represent. The Public Prosecutor
is being paid crores of rupees by the government to fight the case
against us, while we are terminated from our jobs and jailed, and
the unemployment continually rises, not to mention the continu-
ous harassment and repression by the police in different forms.

After the day-long meeting, we blocked the roads in front
of the D.C. Office in the evening since our demands are not being
heeded to even though our struggle has been adopting completely
peaceful, at which the D.C. came to receive our memorandum to
forward it to the state government. The Mahapanchayat gave a
warning to the government to listen to our demands, failing which
the Industries Minister residence in Kaithal will be gheraoed on
19th May 2013 with an increased strength of the toiling people who
came in support.

Our struggle started for our rights and work with dignity
in the factory, and the right to organize and abolition of illegal
contract worker system are the two principal demands for which
we are being attacked by the company, as the owners and rulers
want that the workers ad toiling people be divided among them-
selves. Against this model of development imposed in this man-
ner by the company-government-administration, we will continue
to raise our voice. The movement will also continue to gather
strength until our demands are met.

Provisional Working Committee,
Maruti Suzuki Workers Union
8th May 2013
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Stop the Police Brutality against Maruti Suzuki Workers

The Haryana Government yet again
in a brazen and outright cowardly
manner has sought to protect the in-
terest of capital and particularly the
management of Maruti Suzuki India
Ltd by refusing to allow the victimised
workers and their families to under-
take a peaceful demonstration planned
for today which was expected to draw
in ten thousand people from across the
state.

A short while ago, police
lathicharged a peaceful demonstration
of workers families outside the resi-
dence of State Industry Minister
Randeep Singh Surjewala. Scores
have been hurt in the lathicharge and
the demonstrators are being arrested.

The Haryana Government,
on the eve of this peaceful protest at
Kaithal, imposed IPC Section 144 in
the town and arrested close to 100
workers and their family members
from the dharna site at the Kaithal
Mini Secretariat at 11:30 pm last
night. Several more were picked up
from the entry points to the town in-
cluding the bus terminus this morn-
ing. The workers and their family
members have been sitting on an en-
tirely peaceful dharna at the Mini Sec-
retariat from 28 April 2013 demand-
ing release of the 147 workers in
Gurgaon Jail and reinstatement of the
workers, both permanent and contract,
terminated without enquiry following
the 18 July incident. Despite the heavy
police mobilisation and barricades at
entry points of the town, thousands of
people from across Haryana have
been pouring into the city to gherao
the State Industries Minister, Randeep
Singh Surjewala at his residence.
Wives, mothers and sisters of work-
ers are present in large numbers at this
demonstration demanding a just in-
quiry and an end to the state effort at
criminalisation of the workers.

Officers at Kaithal Civil

Lines Police Station and at the Office of the Superintendent of Police refused
to provide copy of the FIR or even provide details about the arrests since last
night to us or even to the advocate of the workers and their families. They
even refused to mention under what charges the arrests had been made and
where the workers and others who were arrested were detained.

There were two other large demonstrations in Kaithal today - one to
celebrate Parshuram Jayanti organised by the Brahmin Samaj addressed by
the Haryana Industries Minister, Surjewala and another of the Haryana Janhit
Congress. So, the imposition of Section 144 IPC was clearly aimed at denying
the Maruti Suzuki workers and their families their democratic right to peace-
ful protest. The large police mobilisation with tear gas and water cannons was
only aimed at the Maruti Suzuki workers.

84 Sarpanches from across Haryana had extended their support to
the Maruti Suzuki workers struggle at the last demonstration of the workers at
Kaithal on 8 May 2013. The Haryana Government has stopped the funds to
these Panchayats. Thus it is using both brute force and its fiscal powers to
obliterate the struggle of the workers and put down the solidarity and support
mobilised by the Sarpanches across the state.  Elected representatives of the
people are refusing to talk to citizens in their attempt to protect the interest of
capital.

We continue to stand in solidarity with the struggle of the members
of Maruti Suzuki Workers Union and their demand for a fair inquiry, release
of the arrested workers and reinstatement of the workers terminated after the
18 July 2012 incident. This struggle against capital and the complicit state is a
critical turning point in upholding democratic rights of the working class.

We support the demands of the Maruti Suzuki Workers Union:
1. The Haryana Government must immediately stop the assault on

the workers of Maruti -Suzuki.
2. The Haryana Government must immediately order an enquiry into

the events at Kaithal in the last 24 hours.
3. Government of Haryana should withdraw all charges and release

all Maruti Suzuki workers and their family members arrested at Kaithal in the
last 24 hours.

4. Government of Haryana should not oppose the bail application of
the 147 workers in Gurgaon jail following the 18 July incident.

5. MSIL must reinstate all permanent workers who were summarily
dismissed after the 18 July incident and regularise all contract workers who
were on the rolls of the Company on 18 July 2012.

6. MSIL must negotiate in good faith with the MSWU.

Pritpal, Association for Democratic Rights (AFDR), Punjab
Ramesh, People’s Union of Civil Rights (PUCR), Kaithal, Haryana
Kulbir Singh and Ranjana Padhi, Peoples Union for Democratic Rights
(PUDR), Delhi
Gautam Mody, New Trade Union Initiative

19 May 2013
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Labour Struggles and Violation of Rights in Maruti Suzuki India
Limited

On18 July 2012 a violent incident
occurred at the Manesar unit of
Maruti Suzuki India Limited (MSIL),
in which an HR manager died and
some other managers as well as work-
ers were injured.  Following reports
of severe harassment of Maruti work-
ers and their families in late July
2012, Peoples Union for Democratic
Rights (PUDR) began a fact-finding
investigation into the incident, its
context and implications.  We are re-
leasing our findings today in the form
of a report ‘Driving Force: Labour
Struggles and Violation of Rights in
Maruti Suzuki India Limited (PUDR,
May, 2013). This report follows
PUDR’s two previous reports Hard
Drive (2001) and Freewheelin’ Capi-
tal (2007) which recorded crucial
moments of the labour struggle at
Maruti. In the course of our fact find-
ing, we have met or spoken to the
workers (contract, permanent and
terminated), the union leaders, their
lawyer as well as officials from the
labour department, Gurgaon, and dif-
ferent police officials. All attempts to
meet the management turned out to
be futile because it did not give us
appointment for a meeting despite
our persistent efforts.

PUDR’s findings, recorded in the
report are as follows:

(1) The events of 18 July
2012 at Maruti’s Manesar unit are
still heavily shrouded in ambiguity
and the real culprits can be identified
only if a thorough investigation is
done by an independent agency
which is not influenced by the man-
agement. The Haryana police have
been consistently acting in a partisan
manner favouring the management
since the incident, and therefore can-

not be entrusted with this task. The lack of an independent investigation into
the incident has been amounting to a grave miscarriage of justice.

(2) In an absolute disregard for the rule of law, the entire blame for
the incident was put on the workers not just by the management, but also the
police and administration, long before the investigation was over. The nexus
between the police and the management got exposed most starkly after the
18 July incident. The close correspondence between the FIR lodged by the
police containing between 500 and 600 ‘unnamed accused’ and the termina-
tion of 546 workers by the company allegedly for being responsible for the
violence on 18 July, cannot be a coincidence. It shows exactly how closely
the police are protecting the company’s interests.

(3) This presumption of guilt governed the manner in which the
police acted after the incident. The police arbitrarily arrested a large number
of workers not through an investigation, but on the basis of lists provided by
the management targeting the workers who were vocal, articulate and active
in the union, subjected the arrested workers to brutal torture, violated the
constitutional safeguards regarding detention and arrests and harassed the
family members of the workers. Not only this it has been continuing to in-
timidate, target and attack the on going struggle of the terminated and other
workers in order to silence and criminalise their legitimate protest (See Chap-
ter Four). The scale of police action against workers seems to be aimed to
act as a deterrent for any agitation in future – not only by these workers but
also other workers in the Manesar and Gurgaon industrial area. Most re-
cently on 18 May 2013, the Haryana police imposed Section 144 CrPC in
Kaithal and arrested around 150 workers peacefully protesting there since
24 March demanding release of arrested workers and reinstatement of ter-
minated workers.

(4) Another example of the police colluding with the management
is that it has in the course of investigating the incident completely ignored
the discrepancies in the management’s account, the fact that the workers
were also injured, the presence of bouncers in the premises, or the fact that
Awanish Dev, was always considered by the workers to be sympathetic to
them.  In fact it is the workers’ who have been demanding an independent
investigation into the incident, a demand which has been ignored by the state
and the central government.

(5) We wish to assert that an investigation and trial based on pre-
conceived notions and not on the basis of scientifically gathered evidence
could mean that those responsible for Awanish Dev’s death will go scot free
and innocents will be penalised. A close look at the charge sheet filed by the
police and denial of bail to the arrested workers shows that the case is mov-
ing in this very direction. This would amount to a travesty of law and denial
of justice not only to the workers, but also to Awanish Dev.

(6) The incident should be seen in the context of the long chain of
events that preceded it. It can be understood in the light of the continuous
tension and conflict in the unit between the management and the workers as
well as their persistent struggle of workers of the Manesar unit to register a
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union and draw attention to their in-
human working conditions.

(7) In September 2011, the
Maruti management at the Manesar
unit imposed a condition that the
workers could enter the plant for
work only after signing a ‘good con-
duct’ undertaking. The ‘good con-
duct’ undertaking effectively takes
away the right of the workers to go
on a legal strike, a right guaranteed
by the Industrial Disputes Act (25T,
25U read with the Fifth Schedule);
this also amounts to unfair labour
practice as per Section 8, Fifth Sched-
ule, IDA. (See Chapter Three)

(8) Like all other
corporates, the main driving factor in
Maruti is reducing production costs,
maximising profits and competing
against other companies. Maruti’s
expenditure on workers is among the
lowest in automobile companies.
Moreover the company adopts vari-
ous measures to extract maximum
work from its workers. At Maruti
therefore, the production capability
and targets are set considerably
higher than the installed capacity, i.e.,
production capability of the company
is 1.55 million units per annum even
though installed capacity is 1.26 units
per annum (Annual Report, Maruti
Suzuki India Limited, 2011-12).
Workers are made to work non stop
like robots for eight and a half hours,
with a break of only 30 minutes for
lunch and two tea breaks of 7 min-
utes each. For years, workers have
been made to both report for duty 15
minutes before shift-time and also
work for 15 minutes extra every day
without any overtime payment. Fur-
ther the policy on leave is very strin-
gent and the leave record is directly
linked to the wages which are de-
ducted on account of any leave taken.
This contributes to the regime of
ceaseless production and drastic in-
crease in work pressure on the Maruti
shop floors.

(9) The wage deductions on
accountof leave are made from the
incentive-linked part of the wages of
Maruti workers, under the Produc-
tion-Performance-Reward Scheme. A
single leave taken by a permanent
worker, with permission from the su-
pervisor, could also cost him a loss
of Rs. 1200 to Rs. 1500. Both before
and after the 18 July 2012 incident, a
part of the wages is fixed, and a ma-
jor component paid as incentive
wages linked to production, profit
and leave records, which makes the
wages fluctuating. Norms of incen-
tive linked wages have been arbi-
trarily fixed and changed by the man-
agement at Maruti’s Manesar plant.
(See Chapter Two and Three)

(10) Maruti management
especially at Manesar have been re-
sorting to use of temporary and con-
tract labour as a norm, for regular
work. In July 2012, according to fig-
ures tabulated by the Labour Depart-
ment, less than 25% of the workers
at Manesar were permanent. These
workers are paid only for the days
they work (i.e., 26 days a month) and
considerably less than the permanent
workers, for doing the same work.
Not only is this a major cost cutting
measure but it secures for the com-
pany a more vulnerable,
disempowered and pliant work-force,
less likely to be vocal and demand
their rights. The company’s an-
nounced after the 18 July incident,
that it will regularise its workers. This
is yet to materialise. (See Chapter
Two)

(11) The Maruti manage-
ment has also consistently violated
the workers’ rights by creating
hurdles and actively preventing them
from organising themselves. The
policy of the Maruti management not
to let the workers unionise, is a vio-
lation of the Indian Trade Union Act
(1926). Since mid-2011, as the work-
ers’ struggle intensified, the manage-

ment has responded by targeting ac-
tive workers through suspensions,
terminations and registration of false
cases against them. Once the union
got registered, its members and co-
ordinators have faced similar or
worse harassment. All the union lead-
ers and many active members were
implicated in the 18 July incident
leading to complete breakdown of the
union and making the workers vul-
nerable as they have lost all avenues
of negotiation with the management.
A large number of active workers
were subsequently terminated by the
company, as mentioned, because the
company arbitrarily held them re-
sponsible for the 18 July incident.
After forcibly removing the union
from the unit, the company is now
making a farcical gesture towards
dealing with workers’ issues, by set-
ting up a joint worker-management
‘grievance committee’ and compel-
ling the workers to be a part of it. The
legally registered union (MSWU)
whose members are continuing to
take up workers’ issues are not being
allowed to function inside the unit.

(12) The Haryana Labour
Department has connived with the
management in depriving the work-
ers their right to unionise. In August
2011, it rejected the pending appli-
cation of the workers for registration,
citing technical grounds. Effectively,
an application for registration filed
on 3 June 2011, resulted in actual reg-
istration of the union on 1 March
2012, after months of fraught
struggle. Moreover the Labour De-
partment does not appear to have
ever intervened in support of work-
ers’ rights in the labour disputes at
Maruti. When the management de-
ducted Maruti Manesar workers’
wages on account of the lockout of
2011, by describing it as a strike, or
when the management failed to act
upon the Charter of Demands of
workers in 2012, the Labour Depart-
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ment did not intervene. It has failed
to question the management on its use
of dubious and unfair labour prac-
tices, the ‘good conduct undertaking’
or the use of contract labour for regu-
lar work. (See Chapter Three)

(13) One of the notable fea-
tures of the recent labour struggles
at Maruti’s Manesar unit has been an
unprecedented unity between perma-
nent and contract workers. The
labour union has consistently taken
up issues pertaining to the contract
workers. One of the main demands
from the beginning of the struggle has
been the regularisation of contract
workers. The terminated workers
who have regrouped under the
MSWU include both permanent and
contract workers. Contract workers
are also among those who have been
held guilty of the violence on 18 July
and are now in jail.

What makes the Maruti
story extraordinary is certainly not
the company and its cars but the ex-
traordinary struggle of its workers
that has continued inspite of ruthless
repression by the management and
the police and failure of the labour
department and the judiciary at all
levels to provide any justice to them.
Above all, the workers have tena-
ciously fought for their political right
to form their own union. The struggle
has also concentrated on creating
democratic structures within the
union, and through these, finding
ways of articulating their grievances
regarding the highly exploitative
labour regime.

PUDR demands that:
1. An independent and un-

biased judicial enquiry should be ini-
tiated into the events that led to the
death of Awanish Dev. The judge
nominated should be someone both
parties are agreeable to.

2. The police investigation
into the 18 July incident carried out

by police officers of Haryana should
be nullified and a fresh investigation
be initiated, by an SIT comprising po-
lice drawn from other states.

3. The role of hired bounc-
ers that led to the precipitation of the
events at the spot be investigated.

4. The Haryana police offi-
cials, responsible for violation of le-
gal guidelines regarding arrest and for
custodial torture of arrestees and ha-
rassment of their family members be
identified and criminally prosecuted.

5. Re-instatement of all
workers should be ensured in the ab-
sence of definite evidence of their in-
volvement.

6. Role of the labour depart-
ment should be investigated and ac-
tion should be taken against the offi-
cials for not fulfilling their obligations
related to labour laws.

7. All the workers arrested
for the 18 July incident should be
immediately granted bail. The trial
into the incident should be speedily

done and those not guilty should be
acquitted.

8. Workers’ right to have
their independent union be restored
at Maruti. The MSWU which is the
legally recognised union of the
Maruti Manesar unit should be al-
lowed to function inside the plant
with immediate effect.

9. All the contract workers
both at Manesar and Gurgaon unit be
immediately regularised and practice
of hiring contract workers for regu-
lar work should be stopped.

10. The rights of workers
guaranteed in law be enforced at
Maruti with immediate effect.

D. Manjit
Asish Gupta

Secretaries
People’s Union for Democratic
Rights
23 May 2013

Struggle Continues in the Face of Repression

Our spirit of struggle has been further tempered in the hearth of repression.
We are resolute to continue our struggle against the Maruti Suzuki manage-
ment and Haryana government’s collusion with it, even as the Haryana po-
lice administration came down with brutal force to break our 57-day long
dharna in Kaithal on 18-19th May and put 111 of us behind bars.

When we were being taken to Kaithal Jail and even inside it this
week, we sang ragnis and songs of freedom and struggle in the face of this
repression. Four of us were kept in solitary confinement to pressurize us, but
for two days from 18th May, we staged a hunger strike inside the Kaithal Jail
to demand our rights and pledged to renew our struggle. In this spirit, we
have decided to hold a protest demonstration and indefinite dharna from 1st

June 2013 on, against the repressive actions of 18-19th May, in Kaithal and
appeal to all pro-worker and democratic forces to join us in our struggle. We
will also go ahead with our demands of release of 147 workers in Gurgaon
Jail, the reinstatement of terminated workers and quashing of the case against
the 11 workers and activists lodged in Kaithal Jail.

After the arrests of 100 workers and activists and uprooting of our
dharna site by the brute force of thousands of Haryana police personnel on
the night of 18th May and 19th May morning, we saw our fellow workers,
family relatives and supporters and activists who were staging a peaceful
democratic protests face brutal lathi-charge, water cannon and tear gas on
the evening of 19th May in front of the barricades near the residence of the
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R.S. Surjewala, the Haryana Indus-
tries Minister. Our parents and old
women and men, were seriously in-
jured, and 11 workers and activists
have been arrested including Provi-
sional Working Committee, MSWU
member Ramniwas Kush, the advi-
sor to our union and Gen Sec of
Hindustan Motors SSKUnion
Deepak Bakshi, local panchayat
leader Suresh Koth and Kaithal mu-
nicipal councilor Premchand under
ridiculous charges of attempt to mur-
der and many other non-bailable of-
fences.

From 20th May on, the se-
curities to be shown for bail-bond
was set at Rs.40000 each for the 100
workers and activists, which is clearly
with the intention of harassing us
through all possible means. On 22nd

May, the bail application in the
Chandigarh High Court for 16 of the
147 workers in jail since 18th July
2012 has been rejected and the case
dismissed. We believe all evidence
continues to clearly show our inno-
cence and the management’s com-
plicity in the incident of 18th July
2012, and its malicious intent to pun-
ish us for raising our voice for our
fundamental right of freedom of as-
sociation to form a Union and against
the contract worker system. We are
thus being subjected to repression not
only in the form of police baton
charges, but also through the corrupt
channels of injustice. The same gov-
ernment which declares us criminals
without any investigation, baton
charges and arrests us to crush our
questions on its jobless growth
model, spends Rs.1.43 crores on the
special public prosecutor in just 8
months as a RTI has shown.

Against all this combined
repression by the government admin-
istration police and the legal system
which refuses to give us justice, we
are resolved to struggle. Our friends
and comrades and toiling masses

throughout the country have lend us
support, as the protest demonstra-
tions have showed. Yesterday 27th

May 2013, the joint trade unions of
Gurgaon-Manesar-Bawal showed
their solidarity by protesting in front
of the Gurgaon DC office against the
police repression on our struggle on
18-19th May in Kaithal and submit-
ted a memorandum to the Chief Min-
ister, Haryana. This includes factory
unions like Maruti Gurgaon MUKU,
Suzuki Powertrain, Suzuki Bike,
Honda, Hero Motorcorp, Rico
Dharuhera, FCC Rico Manesar,
Munjal Showa, Omax Auto, Satyam
Auto, Endurance, Lumax Auto,
Napino Manesar Union as well as
central trade Unions like HMS,
AITUC, CITU, AIUTUC, and oth-
ers. Similar demonstrations are been
organized daily in solidarity in Delhi
on 19th and 20th May by various or-
ganizations in front of Haryana

Bhavan and Jantar Mantar and in
front of the CM Haryana house, in
Kolkata on 27th May where all strug-
gling trade unions organized a joint
rally of over 1500 people in front of
Maruti regional office, in Patna, in
Punjab and across the country in vari-
ous places.

We appeal to all workers,
trade unions, pro-worker and demo-
cratic forces and individuals to con-
tinue to show solidarity by joining us
on 1st June 2013 in Kaithal, Haryana
in the protest demonstration and
dharna by MSWU and stage solidar-
ity actions in the coming days as we
intensify our movement.

Inquilab Zindabad!
Mazdoor Ekta Zindabad!

Provisional Working Committee
Maruti Suzuki Workers Union
May 28 2013

Statement on the Arr est of Abhay Sahoo

We strongly condemn the arrest of our leader and president of PPSS Mr.
Abhaya Sahoo this morning i.e. on 11th May 2013. As you are all aware 50
cases had been filed against him at different stages of the movement and all
the cases are blatantly false and fabricated. The district administration and
police were after him as the movement instead of withering away under
severe repression has gathered more momentum. Abhayji has been taken to
Kujang jail in Jagatsinghpur district of Odisha.

We understand that this is part of a larger game plan to destabilize
the movement and force the project on our unwilling people. Earlier also
Abhaya Sahoo was arrested in 2008 and was kept in jail for 14 months. Mr.
Sahoo was again implicated in another false case leading to his incarcera-
tion from 25th November 2011 to 14th march 2012.

Every time when Abhayji was arrested the movement got further
strengthened and our people threw up more leaders with solidarity from you
all.

We have been informing you that our life has been severely dis-
rupted since the state government signed the said project with POSCO. The
police force has been using coercive measures to suppress our constitu-
tional right to dissent. We have been peacefully resisting all types of crimi-
nal forces for more than eight years, but ironically hundreds of cases are
being lodged by the police against us. Our protesters have been murdered
by bomb attacks, assaulted by hired goons and beaten by police-all done by
at the behest of administration. Local authorities ignored our demands for
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recognition of our right to the land.
Instead, armed forced were engaged
to silence our voices. Till now more
than 200 false cases have been regis-
tered against our villagers by the gov-
ernment, 1500 warrants have issued
out of which 340 are women.

Our people are unable to go
out and receive treatment because of
the threat of arrests. None of the cases
has any basis and all are fabricated
by the police to keep our people in-
side jail for as many days as they
think by doing this they could spoil

our democratic movement. The gov-
ernment of Odisha has been clamp-
ing false cases against anyone trying
to oppose POSCO, It is matter of re-
gret that all the actions till date by
the government of Odisha against us
is totally unjustified as the entire
projects stands on shaky ground.

We call for all the Jan
Andolans, People’s organisations,
Political parties, activists, intellectu-
als and people at large to condemn
in strongest possible terms this cow-
ardly and undemocratic act of the ad-

ministration. We appeal you all to
demonstrate and demand immediate
release of Abahya Sahoo. Also please
lodge your protest near the follow-
ing authorities.

Let me assure that our
people will put up a more determined
resistance and what they all need is
your continuous support and solidar-
ity.

Posco Pratirodh Sangram Samiti
May 11, 2013

On the Arr est of Abhay Sahoo

PUDR unequivocally condemns
the undemocratic ways of the
Odisha government in trying to
further corporate interests under
the rhetoric of development, sub-
jecting the locals to repression,
displacement and a threat to sur-
vival. The arrest of Abhay Sahu,
leader of the Posco Pratirodh
Sangram Samiti (PPSS) from
Bhubaneshwar airport on 11th

May in connection with a bomb
blast case at Posco’s proposed
steel plant site in Jagatsinghpur
district is symptomatic of the
same attempt of the government
trying to eliminate all voices of
opposition.

Since February 2012
government of Orissa with the
approval of the Central Govern-
ment has been forcibly evicting
people and acquiring land for
the POSCO project. The use of
police and paramilitary forces
has become a norm and it is a
dangerous practice in a democ-
racy. PUDR has earlier de-
manded the withdrawal of
forces from the place and adop-
tion of democratic process for the
acquisition of land. It has been

clearly opined by experts that this project will lead to impoverish-
ment on the area. Contrary to that, the Government has flaunted it
as the biggest FDI in India and the PMO has taken keen interest in
forcing this project on the locals despite their unrelenting opposi-
tion to it. Abhay Sahu was arrested earlier and has obtained bail
from the High Court of Orissa. Arresting him this time, when he is
leading the movement in opposition to the project, is but an attempt
to criminalise dissent.

Instead of being on the hot trail of Abhay Sahu, the Govern-
ment of Odisha should focus on an investigation into the bomb ex-
plosion and booking the culprits for the same.

PUDR is also deeply concerned and appalled at the brazen
way in which the government of Odisha is trying to push the dam
project on the lower Suktel River as well as the mining of the
Niyamgiri hills by Vedanta. At both these places the government
has used undue force against unarmed citizens to satisfy corporate
interests. Foisting false cases against citizens with limited means
and suppression of dissent has become a common practice by the
BJD-led government in Odisha after the death of Biju Pattanaik.

PUDR demands the unconditional release of Abhay Sahu. The un-
democratic land acquisition in Odisha must be stopped immedi-
ately and the police and para-military forces must be withdrawn
from the area. We urge the government to take the democratic path
to acknowledge and accommodate dissent.

Asish Gupta, D Manjit
Secretaries
People’s Union for Democratic Rights
13th May 2013
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Condemn Arr est of Jaya Vindhyala of Andhra Pradesh PUCL

The PUCL National Executive meet-
ing in Delhi today strongly condemns
the arrest by the AP police of Ms.
Jaya Vindhyala, State President,
PUCL AP at 7.30 am today (12th May,
2013) in Hyderabad. Ms. Jaya
Vindhyala has been exposing the cor-
ruption of the Chirala MLA, and
other senior officials of AP.

The PUCL strongly be-
lieves that the arrest of Ms. Jaya
Vindhyala is a vindictive action of the
state police meant only to silence the
growing voice and demand for fair,
independent investigation into the
corrupt deals of the Chirala MLA as
also other high dignitaries and offi-
cials.

The PUCL feels that the
timing of the arrest on a Sunday is to
ensure that no legal recourse like bail
can be availed by Ms. Jaya. The
PUCL questions the need for the state
police to arrest Ms. Jaya Vindhyala
especially in view of the Supreme
Court directions in the case of
‘Joginder Kumar vs State of UP’,
(1989) that arrest of a person need
not be effected if the person will ap-
pear before the police on summons
and there is no danger of the person
absconding, threatening witnesses or
tampering with evidence. This is not
the case in the case of Ms. Jaya
Vindhyala who is a widely respected
person, and is a senior and well
known Advocate of the AP Bar and
is a well known human rights de-
fender.

It is revealing to note that
the three FIRs registered by the
Chirala police against Ms. Jaya, in-
cludes offences under section 307
(attempt to murder), 506 (threaten-
ing with intention to kill), 120-B
(Conspiracy) IPC and Information
Technology Act. These provisions

are routinely abused and misused by
the police to foist false cases and in
the cases against Ms. Jaya, we learn,
are all based on false allegations not
making out any of these offences.

The PUCL has also learnt
that 9 other members of PUCL – AP
have also been named in the FIR and
the police is hunting them down.

The PUCL demands the immediate
release of Ms. Jaya Vindhyala and
closure of all the cases against her,
as also other PUCL members, in
Prakasham district.

(V. Suresh)
National General Secretary, PUCL

People’s Convention against Onslaught on
Freedom of Expression and Association

Need to change the judicial and political system, resolves people’s conven-
tion

New Delhi, May 18th 2013: A people’s convention on the State’s
Onslaught On Right to Freedom of Expression and Association organized
here in the backdrop of suspension of INSAF’s FCRA and freezing of its
bank account resolved to fight against the demonizing and draconian laws of
Indian state in favor of dispossessed people and their basic rights.

Speaking on the occasion in the Constitution Club of India, NCP
spokesperson Devi Prasad Tripathi informed the packed house that he has
recently written a letter to the Home Minister of India Sushil Kumar Shinde
to revoke its FCRA orders against INSAF unconditionally as this step may
cause embarrassment to the government. The letter states, “…I apprehend
that you actions against INSAF may appear to be motivated and may cause
embarrassment to the government…INSAF and its allies are engaged in de-
fending democratic rights of deprived communities and in strengthening secu-
lar spirit of the nation”. Tripathi said that the judicial and political system of
this country needs to be transformed completely.

The convention started with paying homage to Dr. Asghar Ali Engi-
neer, the founder President of INSAF who passed away two days back. Delhi
University Professor Achin Vinaik elaborated on the life and works of Dr.
Engineer. After this, senior journalist Anand Swaroop Verma gave a detailed
backgrounder of the corporate-security establishment nexus in India that
started with a report of FICCI and ASSOCHAM and including the “wise”
suggestion of the Prime Minister to “co-opt” the media in a meeting with
home ministers of states way back in 2006. Manisha Sethi of Jamia Teachers
Solidarity Association updated the same issue with new facts regarding de-
fence deals and media-corporate nexus where Reliance group has a
shareholding in 25 news channels.

Forward Block General Secretary Devbrat Biswas emphasized on
continuing the struggles and people’s movements with people’s resources
and leadership whether FCRA is continued or not. Educationist Anil
Chowdhary categorically said that if the government vows not to take any
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foreign funding for development,
then INSAF will be the first to sur-
render its FCRA and continue
struggles without foreign funding. He
said that since the government does
not have the courage to do so, hence
it may categorically state on its
website whether which struggles are
not applicable for foreign funding.
Chowdhary satirically said that the

government has a last and very easy
resort to add a footnote in the con-
stitution that all the rights apply to
just 15 percent population of this
country.

Other speakers including
Kalyani Menon Sen, Ramesh Dixit,
Anil Singh, Ashok Chowdhary,
Ranjana Padhi and John Dayal ex-
pressed solidarity with the struggling

pro-people forces and condemned the
state’s onslaught on people’s basic
rights. The convention concluded by
passing a five point resolution con-
demning the recent arrests of anti-
POSCO leader Abhay Sahoo, social
activists Madhuri and PUCL activist
Jaya Vindhyala.

PUCL Condemns Killings of Congress Party Leaders, Their
PSOs and Ordinary Villagers by Maoists in Dharba Ghati of

Sukma District, Chhattisgarh

The PUCL strongly condemns the
ambush of a Congress party election
cavalcade by the dalam of the
CPI(Maoist) party at Dharba Ghati
area in Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh on Saturday, 25th May,
2013, resulting in the death of 28
people including Congress party
leaders, their personal security of-
ficers and ordinary villagers of the
area. PUCL denounces as totally
unacceptable, the abduction, kid-
napping and subsequent killing in
cold blood of the Congress party
President of Chhattisgarh, NK Patel,
and his son Dinesh. The Maoists
also killed Mahendra Karma, the
founder of the dreaded Salwa
Judum, and his security guards.

What is particularly repre-
hensible is the killing of unarmed
political workers of the Congress
party by over 200 gun wielding
members of the Maoist party which
ended up killing a number of inno-
cent bystanders also, who acciden-
tally happened to be in the spot.
Particularly reprehensible is the fact
that armed Maoists cadre also killed
people who had surrendered and
were in their custody.

It is the PUCL’s under-
standing that under no circum-

stances can acts of brutality be justified, even if they be in response to
equally heinous and brutal acts unleashed by the security forces, as we are
seeing presently in Chhattisgarh, as recently as the killing of 8 innocent
tribal villagers in Edasmeta village of South Bastar on 17th and 18th May,
2013; or in response to the brutalities committed by the vigilante Salwa
Judum founded by the deceased Mahendra Karma.

We equally stress that whatever the circumstances, the security
forces must act within the bounds of law. Our apprehension that the present
incident will be used by both the Central as also State Governments to
launch a brutal counter-offensive engulfing local tribal communities amidst
greater state violence springs from the already grim human rights situation
that prevails in the area. Complaints abound of state security forces com-
mitting with impunity, torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment,
secret detentions, abductions, arbitrary, prolonged and incommunicado
detention, unfair trials, and enforced disappearances, and worse in the wake
of Operation Greenhunt.

A Fact Finding Team of PUCL Chhattisgarh had recently, on 21st

May, 2013, released its Report titled, ‘Guilty until proven Innocent – A
Report on Unlawful Police Activities in North Bastar, Chhattisgarh’ which
detailed the atrocities committed by the security forces in 2 villages in
Chhattisgarh.

While PUCL firmly condemns the violence of the Maoists and
acknowledges the constitutional duty and responsibility cast on the Gov-
ernments to protect the life of all people, PUCL nevertheless asserts that
all counter-measures adopted by the Government should adhere strictly to
the rule of law, including the core principles of criminal and constitutional
law and the specific standards and obligations of international human rights
law, and, where applicable, humanitarian law. It should be noted that these
principles, standards and obligations, as constantly affirmed by the Su-
preme Court, define the boundaries of permissible and legitimate State
action against extremism and terrorism. It is however very important that
the revolting nature of extremist acts cannot serve as a basis or pretext for
the Governments to disregard their national and international obligations,
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in particular in the protection of fun-
damental human rights. We would
like to point out to the caution high-
lighted by the International Coun-
cil of Jurists in its Declaration on
Upholding Human Rights and the
Rule of Law in Combating Terror-
ism, The Berlin Declaration, 28
August 2004

PUCL would like to point
out that it is important to strengthen
civil society, not weaken it so as to
effectively tackle political violence.
An effective strategy to preventing
the downward spiral into lives filled
with violence, fear and repression
is to genuinely acknowledge, re-
spond and respect the key issues
faced by tribals and local commu-
nities in Chhattisgarh; this will deny
the basis for real or imagined griev-
ances from supporting violence. The
best way to strengthen democracy
is by integrating human rights, eq-
uity and social justice consider-
ations into all government policies,
plans and programmes.

The spirals of violence and
counter-violence in the troubled ar-
eas of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha and other states is grim and
life threatening. The PUCL, through
this appeal, is therefore giving a na-
tional call for a ‘HUMANITARIAN
RESPITE’ and appeals to the Cen-
tral and State Governments, the se-
curity forces and also to the Maoists,
to agree to an immediate ceasefire,
stopping of armed engagements and
engage in talks.

Prof. Prabhakar Sinha
National President, PUCL

Dr. V. Suresh
National General Secretary, PUCL

26th May, 2013

Chattisgarh: Brief Report of the Killing of
Adivasi Civilians by CRPF at Edesmeta in

Bijapur District

Following media reports that eight adivasis and a CRPF constable had died
in an alleged encounter on the night of May 17, 2013 at Edesmeta village in
Bijapur district of Chattisgarh, a team of the Human Rights Forum (HRF)
from Andhra Pradesh visited the area on May 25, 26 to elicit facts. The team
spoke with residents of Edesmeta as well as police officers at Gangulur.
There are 67 households in Edesmeta located in six paras (hamlets). The
village is in Burgil panchayat of Bijapur block and falls in the jurisdiction of
Gangalur police station.

The following is a brief report of the fact-finding team. A more
detailed report will be put out in due course:

It is the HRFs view that contrary to the police version of an encoun-
ter with Maoists, there was no exchange of fire at Edesmeta on the night of
May 17. Eight adivasis, including four minors, all of them male, and the
CRPF constable died as a result of indiscriminate and unilateral firing by the
CRPF. None of the deceased eight adivasis are Maoists as the police initially
claimed. The eight did not die because the Maoists used them as human
shields as an improvised police version put out a day later stated. They were
killed in gunfire unleashed by a specialized anti-naxalite unit of the CRPF.
There was no provocation whatsoever for the firing. Four more adivasis in-
cluding a minor were injured. This callous brutality is chillingly similar to
the slaughter of 17 adivasi civilians (including six minors) at Sarkeguda,
also in Bijapur district, on the night of June 28, 2012.

This one-sided firing by the CRPF took place upon a gathering of
adivasis of Edesmeta who were performing the beej pondum, the seed festi-
val normally held this time of the year before the rains arrive and sowing
begins. About a 100 adivasis had gathered around a small structure contain-
ing their dieties known locally as ‘gaama’. The beej pondum on May 17
(Friday) was the last of the four-day long festivities that were held during the
evening-night. The adivasis had congregated at the place which is an open
field and about a 10 minute walk from the village. The area is ringed on all
sides by fairly thick forest. That the adivasis were unarmed civilians would
have been clear to the naked eye from a distance since they had going a large
fire.

A huge contingent of security forces from Gangulur consisting prin-
cipally of CoBRA (Commando Battalion for Resolute Action, a specialised
anti-naxalite guerilla unit of the CRPF) commandos numbering well about
150 personnel surrounded the area from three sides. The CRPF men caught
hold of three young men Punem Sukku, Karam Budra and Karam Lakhma
who were going towards a chelimi (a water hole) to drink water and also
fetch some for the others gathered at the pondum. The CRPF men roughed
them up. The terrified three, however, managed to wriggle out and ran into
the forest in the direction away from the gathering. The villagers noticed the
presence of the CRPF men when the three young men started running. They
stopped dancing and almost immediately the CRPF started firing at the gath-
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ering. It was about 10 pm.
The initial burst of firing

was from the north and it hit Karem
Somlu(35), Punem Somu (30) and
the beej pondum pujari Karem Pandu
(37). They died on the spot. As soon
as they heard the shots and saw these
men falling, the adivasis began to
scream and run with most of them
heading south towards the village.
The firing continued, this time from
the west killing the four minor boys
Karam Guddu (10) Karam Masa
(16), Karam Badru (8) and Punem
Lakku (15). It is entirely credible that
the CoBRA constable Dev Prakash
was hit by the gunfire unleashed by
his colleagues from the west. His
body lay next to that of Karam
Masa’s. Villagers of Edesmeta the
HRF team spoke with stated emphati-
cally that there were absolutely no
Maoists in the area and the CoBRA
constable was hit in the same burst
that felled Masa.

In fact, a few adivasis who
managed to survive this massacre and
were hiding in the bushes or behind
some boulders said they overheard
some of the CRPF men shout “stop
firing, one of our men has been hit”.
After the firing stopped, the CRPF
lit up the area with flare guns. They
also slapped and beat up a few
adivasis. They left about an hour later
carrying with them the bodies of
Karam Masa and the constable Dev
Prakash. They also took away three
survivors Karam Aiytu, Karam
Manga and Karam Lachhu. All three
were beaten enroute Gangalur and at
the police station also.

Karam Soma (35) managed
to survive as he ran quickly and hid
behind a boulder pretending he was
dead. Karam Joga, who was hit by a
bullet fell close by. Joga pleaded for
water a few times and then passed
away. After the firing stopped, the
CRPF men found Soma and beat him
up before leaving.

Those killed in this sense-
less carnage are:

Karam Pandu (35), the village
pujari.

Karam Somlu (35) husband of
Somli.

Punem Somu (30), husband of
Boodhi.

Karam Joga (36), husband of Somli.
Karam Guddu  (10) son of Karam

Pandu (killed in firing).
Karam Masa (16), son of Karam

Lachu and Somli.
Punem Lakku (15), son of Punem

Lakku (late) and Borru.
Karam Badru  (8), son of Karam

Joga (killed in firing) and
Somli.

Injur ed:
Karam Somlu (40), Punem

Somlu (20), Karam Somlu (25) and
Karam Chotu (10). All four spent
well over as day in pain before being
given treatment. They are now re-
covering at the Maharani Govern-
ment Hospital in Jagdalpur.

As soon as news of the fir-
ing and death of their relatives
reached the village, the women
rushed to the spot. In fact, an old
woman Karam Lakki reached the
place even before the CRPF men had
left. On seeing the bodies of the
adivasis, she screamed at the CRPF.
She was slapped a couple of times
by them before they hurriedly left.
After the other women arrived, they
carried the seven dead bodies and the
four injured back to the village.

Women relatives of Karam
Masa and those of the three men
picked up by the CRPF after the fir-
ing went to the Gangalur police sta-
tion the next morning (May 18). They
pleaded with the CRPF to let their
men go. Masa’s body was handed
over to his mother after a post-

mortem and the three were let off to-
wards the evening.

The same day meanwhile,
another large contingent of security
forces came to the village from to-
wards Cherpal. On seeing them, most
of the adivasi men fled into the for-
est fearing they would be subjected
to violence. Weeping women shouted
at the CRPF men saying “you have
butchered our men and children”.
The CRPF men, who were on their
best placatory behavior, told the
women that it was not them but an-
other party from the Gangalur and
Bijapur side that had taken part in the
firing the night before. It took a long
time for them to convince the women
to allow them shift the dead bodies
for post-mortem. Many women from
the village followed the CRPF men
as the bodies were carried to
Gangulur that evening.

A post-mortem was con-
ducted by a panel of doctors at the
Community Health Center, Gangulur
the next morning (May 19) after
which the bodies were handed over
to their relatives. Angry villagers,
most of them women, then placed the
bodies between the Gangulur police
station and the CRPF camp located
opposite it and abused the local po-
lice as well as the CRPF and threw
stones at the police station. That
adivasi women pelted stones on a
police station in an area where even
the presence of the police is highly
intimidating to the average citizen
speaks volumes. The police merely
watched on. Would they have been
silent if their conscience was clear
and there really was an exchange of
fire? The women later took the bod-
ies back to Edesmeta and cremated
them the same evening.

According to the villagers,
on Monday (May 20), another huge
contingent of the police went to the
village. A few of the officers ad-
dressed the adivasis where the firing
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took place and apologised for what
had happened on the night of May
17. In turn, the villagers told the po-
lice that they wanted those who were
responsible for the killings punished.
When we asked the Gangulur inspec-
tor PK Sahu about this he denied that
the police had even gone to Edesmeta
on Monday.

Police Version:
In the face of this terrible

brutality, the security establishment
continues to maintain the fiction that
the Maoists had fired upon the CRPF
men and the latter had to therefore,
retaliate. In this version, the fact of
the dead adivasis being unarmed ci-
vilians is conceded, but the averment
is that they were felled by Maoist
bullets or they were a tragic outcome
of crossfire in which they were used
by the retreating Maoists as “human
shields”.

The police assert that a spe-
cial CoBRA unit from Gangalur
enroute Pidiya to launch an offensive
against the Maoists came under hos-
tile fire near Edesmeta village follow-
ing which they retaliated in self-de-
fence. While one of their men was
killed in the fierce encounter, they
managed to kill an extremist and ap-
prehend three suspects. It was only
the next morning that they discovered
some bodies which could be those of
civilians and had evacuated them for
post-mortem. Even senior officials in
the security establishment touted this
falsehood initially. When media re-
ports emerged that a number of ci-
vilians including minor boys were
killed, the version quickly changed
to ‘Maoists used adivasi villagers as
human shields to make good their
escape.’ Senior officials in Raipur
maintained that the CoBRA was a
specially trained elite force and that
the CRPF had put in place additional
precautionary measures after the

Sarkeguda incident last year. In ef-
fect, what is being conveyed is that
the CRPF men exercise maximum
restraint and only engage in exchange
of fire. Civilian fatalities resulted
because of Maoists firing recklessly
while retreating!

These assertions fly in the
face of facts. The plain truth is that
the CRPF personnel opened fire
without any provocation upon a gath-
ering of unarmed adivasis celebrat-
ing a traditional festival. Edesmeta
residents stated repeatedly that the
CRPF men could easily ascertain that
there were no Maoists in the area and
that it was an unarmed gathering of
villagers but they fired nevertheless.
Several villagers who are still in grief
and anger told the HRF team: “They
want to finish us off”.

Attacked By Salwa Judum:
Edesmeta village has been

subjected to violence during the early
months of the Salwa Judum cam-
paign. In the winter of 2005, Salwa
Judum vigilantes and the police
raided and set the entire village on
fire. Three adivasis Karam Budru,
Karam Latchu and Karam Lakku
were caught by the Salwa Judum on
that day. They beat up and inflicted
knife and axe injuries on all three.
Budru and Latchu died but Lakku
managed to survive. This is reflec-
tive of the brazen manner in which a
combination of the Salwa Judum and
State instrumentalities committed il-
legalities during that period. On that
occasion, the adivasis got wind of the
impending raid and fled deeper into
the forest to save themselves. They
managed to survive for about two
years after which they returned to the
village and rebuilt their homes and
lives. All of them are subsistence
farmers who also go to the border
mandals of Khammam district in
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh to

work as farm labour during the mirchi
plucking season for about 2 to 3
months every year.

The State government has
awarded a compensation of Rs 8 lakh
to each family of the deceased
adivasis of Edesmeta. The villagers
of Edesmeta are in open contempt of
this largesse. They told the HRF
team: “We do not want this blood
money. We want those responsible
for killing our people punished”. A
judicial enquiry has also been or-
dered by the State government to be
headed by VK Agarwal who is also
probing the Sarkeguda massacre of
last June.

Conclusion:
Time and again we have

pointed out that the government’s
policy of treating the Maoist move-
ment as an outbreak of mere crimi-
nality and seeking to “wipe it out”
by deploying more and more special
forces is deeply offensive of the Con-
stitutional scheme and democratic
sensibilities. As has been elucidated
in the report of the Expert Group of
the Planning Commission in 2007, a
detailed and democratic response to
the sources of discontent that is at the
root of Naxalism is the way forward
instead of a ‘law and order’ quick fix.
This would per se include viewing
and treating the Maoist movement as
a political phenomenon and devising
political means to address it. It is not
our contention that the police appa-
ratus must be a mute spectator to vio-
lence committed by the Maoists.
They must meet that violence but in
a manner that is respectful of the law
and the rights of the people. They
cannot overstep the boundaries of the
law much less indulge in ‘adminis-
trative liquidation.’ Otherwise, im-
mense injury would be done to the
‘children of our republic’ as the Su-
preme Court so poignantly put it.
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A judicial enquiry is no sub-
stitute for a criminal prosecution. The
law of the land and the Constitution
will not have it any other way. We
demand that:

1. CRPF personnel who
participated in the unilateral and un-
provoked firing upon unarmed
adivasi civilians at Edesmeta village
on the night of May 17, 2013 must
be charged under Section 302 of IPC
relating to murder and other relevant
provisions of the penal code as well
as provisions of the SC, ST (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act 1989 and pros-
ecuted.

2. The investigation into
these cases must be handed over to
the CBI.

3. The Central and State
governments must stop the ongoing
policy of trying to suppress the
Maoists by increased deployment of
Special Forces. It must address that
movement politically.

4. Governments must re-
spect the Fifth Schedule mandate in
letter and spirit and the adivasis’ right
to land, forest and other natural re-
sources in their region. Protective
legislation meant for the adivasis
must be implemented in letter and
spirit.

Members of the fact-finding team:

VS Krishna (HRF State general sec-
retary), G Mohan (HRF State secre-
tary), SK Khadar Babu (HRF
Khammam district president), K
Sudha (HRF Visakhapatnam district
committee member), Bela Bhatia
(Researcher, Bombay)

Human Rights Forum (HRF)
May 28, 2013

Unending Spiral of Violence: Darbha

The People’s Union for Democratic Rights (PUDR) notes with concern the
sad loss of 30 lives in the Maoist attack on the “Parivartan Rally” of Con-
gress Party on 25 May 2013. This is the latest in the series of killings, big
and small, in the ongoing undeclared war that the Indian government is waging
against our own people. Many of the victims of this war are poor adivasis
killed in operations by the security forces, that the government assiduously
attempts to hide from the public at large. But, as in the present instance,
ruling party functionaries, security forces personnel and Maoist cadres have
also lost their lives.

Since 2005, the PUDR and a number of civil liberties organiza-
tions have been consistently alerting the public to this escalating war against
the poorest of our citizens. Between May 2012 and May 2013 there has
been a six to eight times increase in the number of security forces operations
being carried out in the Bastar division of Chhattisgarh. In every district no
less than 10-15 operations were already being carried out each month. These
are being conducted away from the prying eye of the media and civil liber-
ties activists and civilian access to these areas is severely curtailed. On 17
May, ten days before the attack on Congress leaders, nine persons including
three children were killed by the security forces in the village of Ehadesmeta.

While PUDR sees the killing of two people who were taken into
custody in this instance as an act that cannot be justified and against the
rules of war, there is a need to speak out about the role of parties such as
Congress and BJP in launching Salwa Judum, which was designed to terrorise
the adivasis of Bastar. Congress leaders like Mahendra Karma, the BJP led
Chhattisgarh government and the UPA government patronized this murder-
ous enterprise until it was declared illegal by the Supreme Court of India.
While Salwa Judum may have formally ended, the elements which com-
prised the SJ including its leaders and handlers in the security establishment
were either incorporated in the ongoing operations as regular forces or some
of them chose to switch from being ‘hunters’ to ‘running with the hares’ with
impending state assembly elections due in November. In any case, every
attempt to prosecute those guilty of the heinous crimes had been frustrated
by the governments in power. So the carnage that took place on 26 May was
something, unfortunately, waiting to happen.

The governments have plainly connected the continuation of the
ongoing war with the prospects of growth in national income. None other
than Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh declared Maoists to be the
single biggest internal security threat in 2006. Speaking to IPS probationers
on 24th December 2010, he also explained the reason for the war: “Naxalism
today afflicts the Central India parts where the bulk of India’s mineral wealth
lies and if we don’t control Naxalism we have to say goodbye to our country’s
ambitions to sustain growth rate of 10-11 per cent per annum.”

All doubts were laid to rest when government actions confirmed
the verbal declarations. In Saranda forest of Jharkhand, once the Maoists
were forced to pull back, the Forest Advisory Committee of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests began clearing proposals of mining corporations
to take over forests for non-forest use. It led Minister for Rural Develop-
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ment, Jairam Ramesh, to complain on
7 February 2013 that “I have been at
great pains to counter Maoist propa-
ganda that the Saranda Development
Project is a ploy to benefit private
mining interests. This Forest Advisory
Committee decision is a huge setback
and very retrograde” (8 February
2013, Indian Express, Delhi). The
Union Tribal Affairs Minister Kishore
Chandra Deo complained to
Hindustan Times (17 May 2013) that
“my permission [is] not required nor
my opinion is sought in matters relat-
ing to tribals. My voice goes un-
heard”.

On the other hand, legisla-
tions and constitutional provisions
meant to safeguard tribals are being
thrown to the winds. The fate of the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), the show-
piece legislation of UPA-I, ostensibly
promulgated for empowering forest
dwellers, is a case in point. Quite apart
from its poor implementation, the
core issue of Gram Sabha’s “consent”
for non-tribal use of tribal land has
been diluted not just in the name of
“linear projects”, but in the Congress-
ruled Andhra Pradesh the government
has concluded that under the FRA,
Gram Sabha consent is required only
to permit mining of minor minerals
whereas major minerals such as baux-
ite and iron ore etc are outside their
jurisdiction. Supreme Court’s latest
order on Niyamgiri Hills narrows
down the jurisdiction of Gram Sabhas
by reducing and restricting the defi-
nition of impacted area to a radius of
ten kilometers, when it is a known fact
that livelihood and lives are affected
across a much larger area.

It is this continued attack on
lives and livelihood of people, threat
of displacement from forest areas, di-
lution of FRA, PESA and complete
indifference to Sixth Schedule com-
pounded by the increasing restrictions
on public protests, arbitrary laws to
prosecute those who oppose their dis-

possession and bans on political
opinion that is responsible for the
civil unrest that pervades our soci-
ety. It is this government that places
the requirements of Foreign Direct
Investment above the needs of our
own people, and which attempts to
ram down this “development model”
with the barrel of a gun, that is at
fault.

As the war is being scaled
up it is also turning ugly. PUDR,
therefore, urges all people to bring
pressure on the ruling parties at the
Centre and the nine state govern-
ments currently carrying out this war,
to de-escalate the militarisation of
this region and show a commitment
towards dialogue. We hope that the
deaths of 30 persons in the present
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instance and of hundreds of people
in the past eight years are sufficient
reason for people to recognize the
absurdity of this war.

In the meantime, we ask the
Government of India to shed its
policy of deniability and accept that
it is engaged in an internal war. And
we ask both sides to abide by the rules
that govern war by declaring its com-
mitment to common article 3 of
Geneva Convention and Protocol II,
which applies to non-international
armed conflict.

Asish Gupta and D. Manjit
Secretaries
People’s Union for Democratic
Rights
31st May 2013
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CDRO Fact Finding Team at Jharkhand, May 2013
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