
Causes and Consequences of Red Sanders Smuggling & Possible Solutions     

 

Action taken by Government for curbing the smuggling  

Killing tree cutters in ‘encounters’: The first encounter of Varadi in 2011, while Peddi 

Reddi Rama Chandra Reddy was forest minister, second encounter of Murugan, in Dec. 

2012 while Kiran Kumar Reddy was Chief Minister and obviously these two encounters 

were part of the face saving mechanism of the Special Task Force men, while the force 

was manipulated by both the above politicians to teach a lesson to their opponents by 

destroying the tree cutting cadre.  

 

 

Spl Task Force to check Red Sander smuggling gets CM’s nod 

Hyderabad, June 13: Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar Reddy has approved the constitution of a special task 
force with forest and police personnel to have an effective monitoring and to curb smuggling of Red 
Sanders in Kadapa, Chittoor and Nellore Districts. 
 
The Chief Minister directed the officials to take stringent action against the accused with coordinate efforts. 
The task force will be headed by Additional SP of Police assisted by one DSP, two Circle Inspectors, 4 Sis 
from the police side. One Asst. Conservator, two forest range officers, four Forest Section Officers from the 
forest side will assist the task force with one armed platoon at its disposal. The Headquarters of the 
Additional SP, Task Force will be at Tirupati and the area of his jurisdiction will be Kadapa, Chittoor and 
Nellore Districts. INN 
 

The first task force: When the idea of Special Task Force was operationalized from 25-

6-2013, the task force was formed with an equal mix of forest guards and policemen. 

The Tirupati-headquartered Task Force, with 13 officers, drawn from police and Forest 

Department, and a 25-member strike force, had been carrying out daily raids on the 

hideouts across Kadapa, Chittoor, Nellore districts, creating a sense of fear among the 

smugglers, the senior police officer said.  

Opposition parties raised a hue and cry alleging that then C. M, Kiran kumar reddy was 

misusing the Task Force for harassing the leaders and activists of the opposition party. 

There were allegations that some of the officials were dancing to the tunes of leaders in 

the ruling party and supporting the smugglers in their operations. The Government 

neither confer powers nor allowed to take independent decisions and the Task Force 

became almost defunct. On 13th, Dec, 2013, two forest officials were killed. It was 

alleged that the tree cutters were responsible for the killings and Majority of those 

slogging in the jails over the last one year, were arrested during December 2013 & 

January 2014, by showing these killings as excuse.    

Revised Task force:  A new task force organised in January 2014, in the Chittoor. 

Within one month of the existence of the Task Force; they have killed Sambarian Mani 

on 29th, Jan, 2014 as part of their face saving mechanism. Subsequently certain officers 

were transferred due to the pressures of the party then in the power, O S D Ratna opted 

to go on leave, and the combing drama in the Sesha chalam for a period of four months 

came to a halt. Change of guard in the assembly elections Naidu as Chief Minister of 

Andhra Pradesh, improved the ‘performance’ of the task force for all the wrong reasons 

and to achieve selfish and covert power hungry ends of Naidu.                  

 



Misusing the task force: Even before taking oath as C. M, Naidu convened a meeting 

with the police bosses and ordered for stopping smuggling within ten days, to arrest all 

the smugglers, to complete operation and assured his ABHAYA HASTAM (full protection) 

for the personnel in the uniform   

 

Naidu also given instructions for removing persons, with (opposite) party affiliations in 

the Tirupathi based Special Task Force (STF) and subsequently two Circle inspectors with 

YSRCP affiliations were transferred. Two DSPs with YSRCP affiliations suspended on 

charges of corruption. By April, 2014, 13 check posts erected along the entry points in to 

the forests, for curbing the entry of Tamil tree cutters were lifted. SP Ramakrishna has 

taken up 2nd stage of Operation in the Sesha chalam from the May 20th, without the 

involvement of the forest department. The task force, in its form, was almost an ad-hoc 

body, where the Superintendents of Police Chittoor, Tirupati Urban and Kadapa districts 

voluntarily work in tandem. This task force is responsible for eight encounters. 

 

Latest Task force: Red Sanders Anti-Smuggling Task Force (RSASTF) created as per 

the G.O.MS.No. 217 Date: 25.11.2014 Finance (HR.I) Department. The points 

mentioned in the order are:  

 

Home Department in the reference shown above has informed that in the recent past, 

several violent incidents have occurred, where the Forest officials intercepting the wood 

cutters or illicit transporters were physically assaulted, killing two Forest personnel in 

one incident. Hence, the Department has stated that there is a need for Red Sanders 

Anti-smuggling Task Force to be effective against the seasoned, crude and daring 

smugglers hailing mainly from the neighbouring states and requested for sanction of 

necessary posts for staffing the Task Force. 

 

 After careful examination of the proposal and in order to ensure effective protection of 

the Red Sanders’ forests, the Government hereby order for creation of Task Force with 

463 (Four Hundred and Sixty Three) members. 

 

 The RSASTF shall function under the command and administrative control of the Prl. 

Chief Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force) or any other senior forest officer 

specifically designated by him in this regard under the supervision of Inspector General 

of Police, Rayalaseema Region for operations and other related matters.   

 

Performance of the S T F 

 

The nature of S T F duties were quite hazy then, as it are even today. Though it was 

expected to handle matters of a higher order, the sleuths continued regular policing 

measures such as holding ‘nakabandi’ (vehicular checks on the highways), taking up 

combing in the forest and fringe villages etc. As per the D G P of Andhra Pradesh, JV 

Ramudu, 416 cases were registered over the last six months (June-Nov 2014) and 1195 

persons arrested from the Andhra Pradesh and 1923 persons out of the State (mostly 

from Tamil Nadu).  

Police and forest officials in the S T F say that, they have arrested someone roaming 

suspiciously arrested and confirmed as smugglers. Recently 4 people were arrested in 

Kadapa district and illegally confined in the forest office; they have attempted suicide by 

slash necks with tube light pieces. Matter splashed in the media, arrested Tamilians say 



that they came to the Kasinayana temple but D F O says they are smugglers, proof he 

said, they were having sickles and axes in the vehicle and while booking the case, it’s 

recorded that, red sanders logs found in the vehicle.  

 

These are the notorious smugglers in custody. The elderly man in the forefront 

couldn’t bend legs or could walk without a stick is also slapped with a case of 

red sanders smuggling.  

 
     

‘International’ red sander smuggler ‘Appu’ arrested, jailed in spurious liquor case 

(below)  

 

 
‘MUSA’ Probably only smuggler king pin arrested, released on bail within 3 days 

with honours fit to the king (above) 



AP police had arrested one or two smugglers, while majority of them released on bail. 

Persons in the core teams of smuggling operations were arrested and booked under PD 

Act, so that to be released within three months. S T F is arresting either daily wage 

workers living in the forest and fringe villages or calling the middle level operators as 

kingpins or dons.  

 

“The police should catch the kingpins involved, rather than nabbing labourers,” Zakir 

Hussian, a lawyer from Chennai, who had approached the National Human Rights 

Commission, saying that the AP police had violated all human rights norms in arresting 

workers from T N in connection with red sanders smuggling”.  

 

Red sanders smugglers can retain their wealth as the forest department and police are 

not confiscating their properties they earned from crime. Smugglers just walk out of jail 

on bail and enjoy the properties as they are booked under bailable sections and no 

charge sheets are filed in-time.  

 

“Most of the top smugglers own palatial buildings, luxurious cars and are growing rich” 

say officials. Police and forest officials are failing to exercise the provisions of CrPC 

regarding confiscation of properties of Red Sanders smugglers. AP Biodiversity Chairman 

Dr R Hampaiah said,” Red Sanders smugglers have grown stinking rich and amassed 

huge wealth. Even local politicians are involved in it. They earned crores of rupees”.  

 

Their properties are not attached. They just walk out on bail. Forest department or police 

are not booking cases under IPC and AP Biodiversity act. Only the wood cutters are 

caught, while most of the top smugglers are absconding and Smugglers are investing in 

assets and lands. 

 

‘Nakabandi’ (vehicular checks on the highways): In the name of curbing 

smuggling, S T F invented unique and innovative methods to book cases under illegal 

transit of the redwood. They have not arrested even a single person from the scene of 

offence (while cutting trees) majority of the under-trail prisoners, including the accused 

in the murder of the forest officials were arrested from the railway stations, bus stands 

or while travelling to their homes.  

 

Most of the times they will confiscate vehicles involved in transit, but hardly have they 

arrest the men involved, if at all, they arrest either the drivers or labourers. They will 

receive information and confiscate after chasing from oil tankers, Lorries, autos, Buses 

and now a day’s even from the two wheelers. They will find red sanders logs not only 

from the vehicles leaving the Andhra Pradesh; also from vehicles entering Andhra 

Pradesh.  

 

Often forest officials will keep the vehicles on the roads loaded with logs, call the media 

and say ‘smugglers fled by leaving the vehicle’. Recently they started arresting A P State 

Road Transport bus drivers serving on contract basis, alleging that they are transporting 

smugglers (tree cutters) and taking money for stopping bus in the points near to the 

forest. Like murder cases, these cases also couldn’t be proved in the court, but the 

numbers will grow for the record.  

 



Suspension of the CID chief and not ordering for enquiry by any eminent body proves 

connivance of the successive governments with the smugglers and key players in the 

smuggling play dominating role in the state politics.    

 

Media estimates that 620 Tons of Red sanders confiscated along with 620 Vehicles 

during the April–Nov 2014, from the so called ‘smugglers’ while double the volume 

(1200 Tons) has been smuggled through the back doors and transported by ships.  

 

Top Red Sanders smugglers hailing from Kattigenahalli in Bengaluru rural and Red Hills 

of Chennai are wanted by AP police and forest department in connection with organized 

racketing of the priced wood. According to police they are operating with national and 

international organized criminal links. All of them belong to Kattigenahalli village in 

Hoskote Taluk of Bengaluru rural and efforts of Special Task Force sleuths to nab these 

top smugglers failed. This incident proves the in-capability of the S T F in arresting the 

key players in the smuggling.    

   

Since performance of the S T F personnel is reviewed on the basis of the arrests. Being 

with the low stature, they could touch the poor and powerless, rather than the rich 

powerful involved in the smuggling.  

 

Either a professional agency like CBI or an Independent enquiry Commission, with 

powers of interrogation, with capability to collect corroborative evidences and with 

judicial powers is needed for arresting the key players of smuggling. An enquiry to be 

ordered to list out the persons involved in providing financial investment and political 

protection to smuggling. Investigation needed to estimate smugglers’ money pumped in 

to the electoral politics, along with investigation in to the money flown to the Bank 

accounts of top level bureaucracy in the Police and Forest Department.  

 

Persons enormously benefitting from the smuggling are powerful and rich, unless cases 

booked along with corroborative evidences they will escape easily. S T F personnel don’t 

have sophistication in booking the privileged culprits. Hence cases to be booked along 

with evidences and their properties to be confiscated by the E D, till then, smuggling will 

spread like wild fire, to the new sections of the poor and needy, by making them 

scapegoats. 

 

Police and Forest higher ups, along with concerned Ministers as well as chief minister of 

Andhra Pradesh are very much aware of this, but they have their own selfish agenda in 

keeping the facts under the carpet and pushing the S T F for more arrests and feeding 

the media with stories and rumours, along with false credit acclaims to the personnel in 

the uniform. Ultimately it’s being designed that, tree cutters are the smugglers and 

arresting them in more numbers is curbing of smuggling.  

 

It’s believed that a thorough review would have been conducted regarding the 

performance of the S T F in curbing the smuggling, before increasing the strength eight 

times and paying 30% more salaries from the people’s money.  

 

Politicians and Forest Department or Police may think they are very clever and 

passing the buck through arresting and killing the hapless poor will serve the 

purpose. But facts are known at international level.  



Data in the following box proves my point. 

 
 

       India’s Wildlife Crime Control Bureau’s Red Sander’s Enforcement Manual “Criminality”   
        Section- Domestic:  
 
       Smuggling by hierarchical criminal groups through the following stages: 
        
       Stage 1: Certain Traders / Middlemen on behalf of the Traders stationed elsewhere (Chennai etc) 
                      Contact middlemen in medium towns near the forest areas and pay them advances to  
                      Organize cutting of wood. 
 
         Stage 2: The Middlemen contact the locals and pay them advances for going to the Forests,  
                         Cutting Red Sanders trees and bringing the timber logs from the Forests. The locals are 
                         Paid by weight and the rate varies anywhere from Rs.20/- to Rs.40/- per Kg based 
                         On the market demand 
 
           Stage 3:  Several cycles of transportation and laundering often changing ownership,  
                           Locations, conveyance and drivers through middlemen 
 
           Stage 4: Final transport of Red Sanders logs normally concealed under some agricultural  
                          Produce or under animal dung or rotten onions and transport to Chennai or other places 
                          by road.       
 

 

 

 

 

No transparency regarding the logs & Vehicles confiscated: In the Page 10 of the 

ANDHRA PRADESH GOVERNMENT’S WHITE PAPER ON GOVERNANCE LAW & ORDER, 

EXCISE, LOCAL BODIES, INSTITUTIONAL DEGRADATION AND POOR GOVERNANCE 

HYDERABAD, dated 13th AUGUST 2014. LAW & ORDER:  

 

(h) RED SANDERS SMUGGLING: Data Table 

 

Year Cases booked Accused Arrested Logs seized 
 

Vehicles seized 

2004 5  
 

13  111  2 

2005  14  72  1068  15 
2006  12  26  692  17 
2007  70  173  4147  48 
2008  40  85  1963  15 

2009  24  60  781  14 
2010  123  480  5284  49 

2011  253  1091  9782  187 
2012  309  1578  11384  232 

2013  495  3489  12852  357 
2014  268  1852  9062  242 

TOTAL  1613 8919 
 

57126 1178 

 

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh announced on June 10, 2014, regarding seizure of logs 

weighing 8584.1353 Tons of red sanders.  



But there is no mention about No. of logs in the C Ms announcement, since weight of the 

logs not furnished in the earlier report, it’s not possible for cross checking. Data of the A, 

B, C grades logs is also missing in the above table.  

 

Source of reference for the vehicles seized over the last ten years and kind of records 

being maintained for the confiscated logs are not mentioned anywhere.   

  

The logs: According to the Andhra Pradesh Forest Offences (Compounding and 

Prosecution) Rules – 1969: 1. The forest produce seized may be kept in the safe custody 

of the Forest Guard or Forest Watcher and a Certificate to that effect shall be obtained in 

[Form-C) 2. The report of seizure of the forest produce shall be submitted immediately, 

to the next superior officer as well and Divisional Forest Officer as prescribed in [Form-B] 

3. An enquiry into a forest offence shall be held by an officer not below the rank of a 

“Deputy Range Officer or Forester”. 4. Every accused who expresses his willingness to 

have the offence compounded as provided in Rule 4 shall forthwith give a written 

undertaking in that regard in [Form ‘D’] 5. In case the value of forest produce, seized is 

less than Rs.50,000 (Rupees Fifty Thousand) and where the accused does not to for 

compounding the offence, or the competent authority does not choose to compound the 

offences the Forest Range Officer may order the prosecution of the accused. In all other 

cases, where the accused does not choose to compound the offence, the Sub-Divisional 

Forest Officer, Managers of Primary Marketing Societies under the administrative control 

of Girijan Cooperative Corporation Limited or the Divisional Forest Officer may order the 

prosecution of the accused. 

 

There are innumerable reports revealing that, logs stocked in the Forest Range offices 

have vanished over night and forest officials in the go downs or stock points have 

directly supplied the logs to the smugglers. Till recent times the logs were being strewn 

around the premises of Forest offices and left unprotected to the rains and sun, majority 

of the forest offices doesn’t have compound walls, go downs were few to stock the logs. 

Forest personnel never maintained proper records of the stocks. Recent government 

orders prompted the departments for exact data and calculations of stocks were made 

over night.  

 

Absence of inbuilt system for cross checking or verification by an authorised third party, 

gives way to furnish cooked data and confiscated red logs from the forest go-downs are 

being used to get recycled for booking false cases, by keeping before the batches of 

accused, so that to flash in  the media.  

    

Vehicles Confiscated: Four wheelers like Lorries, mini Lorries, cars, and vans along 

with AC vehicles, oil tankers and containers, confiscated along with wood and these 

Vehicles’ rotting all over is a common sight in all the range offices falling in to the 

smuggling zones.  

 

As per the insiders, most of the machines inside these vehicles along with batteries and 

tires are making a vanishing act overnight. This is an open secret, which nobody wants 

to discuss; Thanks to the lengthy court procedures, which help to forget about the 

vehicle once confiscated. It’s an open secret that as soon as the vehicle confiscated and 

enters the premises of the forest or police department, spare parts will get vanished one 

by one and the personnel in the uniform consider that it’s their right to steal the spare 

parts. Certain No. of vehicles was auctioned by one of the Forest offices in the Rayala 



seema region. The vehicles confiscated recorded as per the guidelines issued by Sri. Ch. 

Naga Bhushanam, IFS, District Forest Officer (D F O) Nellore (Instruction to the forest 

personnel in the ending part of 2014)    “All the vehicles, confiscated in connection with 

the red sanders smuggling, should be registered in a separate Register, details of the 

battery, pump, Tires including quantity of the oil in the tank also to be recorded”, the 

records to be kept for the verification of an authorized third party. 

  

Maintaining Transparency:  Logs confiscated could be affixed with a barcode sticker, 

through which date of cutting, date of confiscation, location of the go-down, Lot No. and 

log No. length, weight and grade could be identified. This barcode could be compatible 

with hand held devices and computers, to maintain exact records, to avoid recycling for 

slapping false cases on the innocent. Data of the logs to be computerised and posted on- 

line.    

 

Combing in the forest and fringe villages: Cases has been booked on the elderly 

persons suffering with paralysis, physically challenged persons in the try cycles also  

Modes-operand is to verify old case records from the concerned police stations, call the 

persons for enquiry, put logs before them, take photograph, release to media and book 

cases. When the Adivasis found in the forests, they would be arrested by putting logs 

before, tortured to tell some names in the village and arrest them by raiding in the mid 

night. Recently N H R C slapped notices to the Government of Andhra Pradesh, for 

torturing a hapless person, naked and for beating black and blue by the S T F personnel.  

 

Tr  

 

Tribal arrested and released on bail, with the help of the local NGO in Kadapa 



Arrest group of poor people, interrogate and get information about the red sander 

dumps in the gardens, bushes, irrigation tanks and conclude that these logs were 

dumped by those arrested earlier.  

Awareness Campaigns: The messages being passed and slogans blurted out through 

the campaigns are irrelevant to the present context of smuggling. Men in uniform give 

lengthy speeches combined with hi-fi performers like Gajal Srinivas, while permanent 

artists involved in hailing the government programs will perform the skits.  

Messages are mostly regarding the protection of trees and environment, blurting stale 

slogans “red sanders is wealth of the people available in our forests”. But people 

involved in the campaigns are very much aware about the facts like corruption of the 

department personnel, their connivance with smugglers and the process of people’s 

alienation from the forests, in which they have no role to play, no one in the forest 

management taken their opinion, by making them scapegoats of smuggling. While poor 

people in the forest and fringe villages keep away from campaigns, woman in urban 

SHGs and students from the district head quarters were present in the campaigns, due 

to fear of the police and obligation with the forest personnel and ruling party.  

 

 

Men in uniform in oath taking with students and women groups (who are no 

way concerned with smuggling) to protect red sanders, Special Task force 

responsible for illegal arrests and fake encounters is majority in the Group 



The Raleigh & Skits in the district Head quarters 

 
Campaigns would have passed following messages for curbing smuggling. 

 “The rich and powerful are getting crores while poor people are killed 

and jailed due to the smuggling” – Don’t involve in the smuggling”.  

 “Boycott the agents of the smugglers present in the villages and report about them to the Superintendent 

of police of the respective districts”  

 “Demand the government for providing assistance for livelihoods, land 

rights and implementation of Forest Rights Act (F R A).  

 Share 100% of the money earned through the red sanders auction for the enumeration protection and 

regeneration of red sanders through involving people living in and around the forests and promotion of 

the livelihoods of the red sander based artisans.  

Seminar 

Two days regional seminar was organised in the Collectorate campus, Chittoor,” Curbing 

of Red Sanders smuggling- A Challenge” Rayala seema region Inspector general of police 

in his Inaugural address, called for the Cooperation and Coordination of all departments 

like Police, Forest, Transport and other departments in curbing the smuggling.  

 

 



Participants are from uniform services in more numbers and very few from other 

Government departments like revenue and legal services. No participation of the civil 

society organisations or law makers either from the opposition or ruling party. 

Participation of experts, researchers and stake holders like forest dwellers or Adivasis 

was almost nil.   

 

As expected, the outcome of the seminar is: un-realistic reliance on the typical policing 

of the forests and urging the bureaucrats from the related departments to cooperate. 

Constitution of ‘Green force’ for the red sanders protection and resolution to send 

proposals to the government, an announcement has been made before the seminar, 

regarding the formation of a district level committee with government and civil society 

organisations, but so far no news about the committee formation. 

 However the STF name changed and number of the personnel increased to 8 fold. An 

ordinance (draft) has been forwarded for the legal approval, seeking powers to file cases 

under Forest Act by police or Forest officials independently or together. Another 

dangerous proposal was being made by the honourable DIG, for creation of Andhra 

Pradesh version of ‘SALVA JUDUM” by employing Adivasis on monthly salary basis for 

curbing smuggling.  

Auction of Confiscated Red Sanders 

 This is the crucial aspect of Red sanders issue around which whole ground work has 

been made by the C M, by making the poor and powerless as scapegoats, for terrorising 

progressive forces and opposition so that not to come in the way of auctioning. For more 

details see our report by clicking the following link:  

https://www.academia.edu/7732495/who_are_the_Red_Sander_Smugglers_ First phase 

of auction through on line Global Tenders continued till the 1st December, 2014. 

Arrangements were made by Forest Development Corporation, Hyderabad in Association 

with the Metal Scraps Trading Corporation (M S T C) for auctioning 4065 Tons for a 

period of one week. 

  

https://www.academia.edu/7732495/who_are_the_Red_Sander_Smugglers_


Tenders were invited for the stocks in the 7 Depots of Forest Department located in 

Chittoor, Nellore, Kadapa and Prakasam districts in the September 2014. Buyers within 

and outside the country were invited to verify the stocks in September and October 2014 

and about 500 persons from the China, Japan, Hong kong, Singapore verified the stocks.  

There were cases filed against the auction in Green Tribunal, Chennai, High court of 

Andhra Pradesh and Supreme Court of India and ultimately auction went on successfully 

by crossing all the legal hurdles.  

No Transparency in Fixing the Price of Red Sanders: Government decided the price 

of ‘A’ grade as Rs. 12, 00,000; ‘B’ grade Rs. 10, 00,000 and ‘C’ grade Rs. 8, 00, 000. 

Volume of ‘A’ grade among the stocks in the present auction is 165 tons and the 

remaining 3900 is of B and C grades.  

 

In India, red sanders wood costs Rs 2,000-5,000 a kg, and the price goes up to Rs 1 

lakh in China, according to traders involved in this business. Smuggling of red sanders 

took off after the over-exploited tree was put on the endangered list in the year 2000. "A 

tonne of red sanders fetches up to Rs 20 lakh in India but its international price is above 

Rs 50-80 lakh," a forest officer from the Vellore range said- Business Standard, 

Chennai, June 20, 2014 

This controversial information regarding the prices is being dished out due to lack of 

expertise in fixing the price of the Precious Woods and failure in Revenue intelligence, 

since Forest personnel are involved in forest ‘management’ and police personnel are no 

way concerned with the wood.  

 

 “High frequency of seizures proves definite presence of the high value grey trade" said 

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence officials. "To stop it, the buying chain must be 

understand and broken first," said officials in Sasastra Seema Bal (SSB), the agency that 

guards Indo-Nepal border.  

 
Species with the following (and similar) end uses were looked for: • Tone woods for 

musical instrument manufacturing • Furniture making (very high end) • Boat and car 

fittings • Firearms • Knife handles • Snooker/pool/billiard cues • Gavels • Trophy 

stands/bases • other high end ornamental uses – e.g. inlays, handicrafts • Tools • 

Medicine • Perfume • Incense/religious ceremonies • Aphrodisiacs etc.- Precious 

Woods: Exploitation of the Finest Timber- Prepared by: TRAFFIC             

 

Alarmingly, "Beside usages in Chinese alternative medicines, the newly identified other 

possible avenues are quite disturbing. As discussed in Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 

platform, availability of radioactive elements like Thorium and Uranium in Red 

Sandalwood could be a major attraction of the trade chain. This angle is being studied 

seriously," said senior Indian customs official Mr. R. Mungababu earlier during his tenure 

as additional Commissioner of Customs, North Bengal and Sikkim. As found in Bio geo 

chemical research, concentration of Uranium and Thorium in Red sandalwood is around 

1.22 p p m (Eqv. 1.22 Milligram/ kg) and 0.14 p pm respectively.  

 

"Apparently not very high concentration but suitable enough to open up a newer search 

for nuclear fuel source by-passing existing strict international regulations and laws 

applicable to handling and trading radioactive elements," said nuclear physicists 

reluctant to be named. Incidentally, China is now known to be in a process of using 

Thorium reactors for power production. In addition to this, "With its low weight but high 



strength and solidity, Red sandalwood allows better curving. So, it is highly preferred to 

build butt of fire arms," said official specialized in cross border crime prevention- 

Economic Times-20-10-2014. 

 

Even though, P. santalinus has been documented in China by the Jin dynasty scholar Cui 

Bao (265-340 AD), it was regarded as a rare and precious lignum as expensive as gold. 

Presently, it costs around US$ 150,000 per m3 (Wenbin and Xiufang, 2013). 

 

However the government never announced the method followed in the fixing the auction 

prices of the red wood. Factors influence fixing prices of precious woods are Bark 

density, quantity of the wood shavings, powder extracted while cutting and space 

occupied while transporting in the ships, volume of contraction etc, which is very 

technical and out of scope of the present context of this paper.  

 

Three of the four Pterocarpus species occurring in India are harvested for ‘Santalin’. All 

four species are valued for their wood, but only P. santalinus is highly valued for its 

“heavy, dark claret-red heartwood,” especially that possessing a ‘wavy’ grain (Rao and 

Raju, 2002).  Expertise is needed to calculate the volume of P. santalinus in the logs. 

According to the FSC website, there are no certified supplies of Red Sanders, hence 

finding out the prices is very difficult. International unit of measurement of Red sanders 

in trade is ‘m3’ but not in tons. 

 

If the government is having integrity towards maintenance of transparency and 

committed to the preaching of “red sander is wealth of the nation and people“, an expert 

committee would have been constituted, in the place of present eyewash and ritual 

committee, with the membership of top level bureaucrats, loyal to the Government and 

not having much expertise in terms of fixing prices of precious woods.  

 

Chief Secretaries of the Finance, industries, Revenue departments along with secretary, 

legal affairs are members in the Committee under the Chairmanship of Principle 

secretary to the Forest Department, while the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests is 

the member Secretary. Powers of including the senior officials from the Revenue and 

intelligence departments, along with experts is vested with the Chairman. Even after the 

first spell of the auction is completed, it’s not clear about the list of experts in the 

committee.   

 

These following sources would have been contacted for scientifically fixing the 

price or made part of the price fixing committee: The International Tropical Timber 

Organization (ITTO) Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dehradun; Professor Satyahari Dey, 

at Department of Biotechnology, IIT Kharagpur, India; International Sandal wood 

Foundation, El Cerrito, USA; INSTITUTE OF WOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 

BANGALORE; TRAFFIC, WWF, US, 1250 24th ST NW, Washington, DC 20037, USA would have been 

better choices. 

 

  The amount earned through auctions: Week long auction from Nov 24 to Dec 1 of 

the confiscated red sanders logs of 3651 Metric Tons has fetched Rs. 991 crores for the 

Andhra Pradesh.   Of which 4.69 tons of ‘A’ grade fetched Rs. 1.95 crores per Metric Ton, 

‘B’ grade 166.18 Tons fetched Rs. 155.35 lakhs to Rs. 48.45 lakhs, ‘C’ grade 3988.81 M 

Ts fetched Rs. 40.72 to 15.15 lakhs.  

 



Each ton of red sanders commands a price of R 25 lakh in the international market-PTI. 

 Value of the seized wood was about Rs. 2,500 Crore based on its price (Rs. 25 lakh per 

ton) in the international market.  

I subscribe to the notion that 1 K G of ‘A’ grade red wood cost Rs.100000 in China 

market and hence cost of 1 ton would be 10 crores, because transit costs are 90% in the 

smuggling operations and hence payment of 1 lakhs rupees is reasonable since the 

product is reaching the door step of the buyer. Recent reports of ‘A’ grade Redwood 

being sent in the form of Idols through individuals is fetching at Rs. 2 lakhs per KG in 

China supports my view.   

But, 'who is the buyer and what for?' remains the most important question. One of the 

reasons for the wood’s high demand is that an extract called ‘Pteorsibilin’ is used in the 

preparation of an alternative to the sex-enhancing drug Viagra, said AP Biodiversity 

Board chairman, Dr R. Hampaiah.  

Pteorsibilin, the substance extracted from red sanders, is used in the formulation of 

‘Plant Viagra', a bio drug in huge demand in China and western countries as more 

effective alternative for popular Viagra for stimulation without side effects and to control 

blood pressure. About one kg of the medicinal substance can be extracted from one-Ton 

of red sanders and one-mg dose is being sold at US $ 25, sources said. THE HINDU, 

HYDERABAD, November 9, 2011. With value addition 1 KG Pterosibilin (extracted out 

of 1 ton R S) fetches about Rs. 150 cores since one mg costs Rs. 1500 (US $ 25) in the 

international market.  

 

Hence selling one ton at about 2 crores in the online auction may not be a high price as 

forest department is trumpeting. If the price would have fixed scientifically through 

experts, we would have got more returns out of the auction. Collusion with the 

smugglers (in the guise of bidders) may not be over ruled, since the bidders are invisible 

and all transactions are online and unless a forensic enquiry is conducted by a third 

party or a statutory commission the facts may not come out.     

 

The Andhra Pradesh government has been arguing that export will reduce illegal trade. 

The forest department says that the demand of Red Sanders in the international market 

is around 3,000 tonnes per year. It also says that the ban on export is making the seized 

stock lose value as there is not enough domestic market. But similar exceptions were 

made in 2006 and 2008 when Andhra was allowed a one-time disposal of seized stock. 

Around 1,000 tonnes of logs were exported but that did not curb illegal trade or felling of 

the trees in Andhra Pradesh- DOWN TO EARTH- Jan 15, 2014. 

 

D G F T NOTIFICATION NO 55 (RE- 2005)/2004-2009, Dated: March 27, 2006 
 

Export of red sanders wood allowed for two months 

As per the export policy, export of “Wood and wood products in the form of logs, timber, stumps, roots, 
bark, chips, powder, flakes, dust, and charcoal other than salon timber made exclusively out of imported 
logs/timber” is prohibited and so no export is permitted. 
 
Now the policy is amended to relax the prohibition relaxed for a period of two months with effect from 7th 
March, 2006 to allow export of 885.14 MT of A, B, C and D grades of Red Sanders Wood, in the form of 
log obtained from the Government of Andhra Pradesh through auction.  

 



Naidu’s Day dreams of Red sanders 

 

Present Government announced that it will cut trees of 60 years old and sell, 

subsequently wanted to mortgage all the trees in the banks. But ultimately these 

illusionary plans never materialised.  

 

Who will benefit with the Auction of red Sanders 

 

We believe that auction money shouldn’t be used for the Bank loans waiver of the 

farmers, to fulfil the populist poll promises made by present C M in the process of 

capturing the power. Loan waiver scheme doesn’t benefit the Adivasis or forest dwellers, 

since Government recognises cultivators of revenue lands as farmers, but not 

recognising the Adivasis as farmers since they are cultivating the forest lands and Forest 

Regulation Act was not implemented to give land rights. Banks never gave loans and 

hence the loan waiver will not be applicable to the Adivasis and forest dwellers.    

 

Using auction money for the purposes other than the promotion of livelihoods of Forest 

dwellers, Adivasis, poor and land less living in the fringe villages will aggravate the 

smuggling, since these poor are being manipulated by the smugglers in cutting and 

transporting, by taking advantage of their poverty and financial needs.  

 

Money should be used for the protection and conservation, regeneration of the red 

sanders. It’s known that till date all the R S trees in the wild were not enumerated along 

with private plantations, money could be used for the purposes like this. The Van 

Samrakshan Samitis (VSS) are defunct after completion of the World Bank project. The 

funds generated through the auction of RS could be used for reviving the VSS in the 

Kurnool, Chittoor, Kadapa and Nellore districts, in the red sanders forest area, so that 

VSS could take up, conservation, protection, regeneration and plantation under the joint 

supervision of the NGOs and Forest Department.    

 

Reasons for the vulnerability of Adivasis & Forest Dwellers 

 

About 87 percent of Adivasis are living under the poverty line and have lost their 

indigenous identities. Government’s schemes have not reached them and still many 

villages do not have basic amenities like drinking water, schools, electricity, road and 

transport. Exploitation, ignorance and discrimination are some of the stumbling blocks 

for the development of Adivasis. About 53 percent of Adivasis do not have permanent 

houses while about 48 percent do not have permanent employment. The Government 

has not yet addressed these issues properly. 

 

Linkage between private money lending and debt bondage leading to sale or mortgage of 

tribal lands to non-tribal people is well known. Non-tribal people grabbing tribal lands by 

deceitful methods is the worst form of exploitation found in tribal areas. 37 per cent 

have lost their lands in many of the districts; most of the tribes were reported to have 

lands of very low quality. Majority of them depend on rains, families which have land but 

do not know what to do with the land, Productivity of land therefore is a key issue. Any 

remedial measures aimed at solving the land alienation problems of the tribal people 

cannot do so without providing any measures for increasing the productivity of tribal 

lands. Various forms of land alienation found in tribal settlements are outright sale, 



mortgage, lease, cheating and encroachment of tribal lands. -Alienation of Tribal 

Lands in Tamil Nadu E KARUPPAIYAN.  

 

 

Suggestions for curbing the Illegal logging & Smuggling 

 

As long as livelihood issues and poverty among the Adivasis, forest dwellers, and those 

living in the forest fringes (of Tamil Nadu & Andhra Pradesh) were not addressed 

scientifically, smuggling of Red sanders will not be curbed. The present method of 

policing and more policing, which will brutalise the poor and make them hardened tools 

in the hands of smugglers and existing regulations neglect community rights and thus 

discourage them from participating in the maintenance of Red Sandalwood natural 

regeneration  

 

The International Tropical Timber Organization (I T T O) reiterates 

 

 Combating illegal logging and development of forest certification are common 

issues in the tropical timber producing countries and to the international trade. 

 

 Illegal logging is driven, inter alia, by weak governance, ready access to market 

of illegally harvested timber, high short-term profits for illegal operators, and lack 

of alternative economic activities for forest dependent people. In many countries 

there is no level playing field for forest management units (FMUs) which comply 

with legal requirements and strive for SFM. 

 

  Weak governance is typically associated with limited or no transparency on 

financial transactions in the forest sector, lack of enforcement and insufficient 

field control of harvesting operations in forest areas, corruption, lengthy and 

over-regulated bureaucratic procedures for legal timber production and trade in 

tropical timber, lack of prosecution of culprits, and inadequate low-paid staff. 

These constraints are often associated with the reluctance to required institutional 

reforms in the forest administration. 

 

 The failure to ensure land rights for indigenous peoples, forest-dependent people 

and other traditional rural populations has led to illegal logging and limited 

progress in forest certification in many tropical timber producing countries. In 

addition, indigenous populations and other forest communities are weakly 

organized and equipped to safeguard their own forest resources against external 

violators of their rights. 

 

  Projects in addressing illegal logging and weak governance are often complex 

and sensitive to changes in political priorities and economic conditions. 

Strengthening of governance is often hampered by the lack of reliable information 

on legal and illegal production and trade of forest products. 

 

  Many current government-operated control systems for the supply chain contain 

several loopholes and shortcomings thereby reducing their credibility for 

verification of legality of tropical timber and timber products. 
  

 
 
 



 I T T O Suggestions 
 

Identification of the main drivers of illegal logging and associated trade is necessary 

for designing Measures to curb it, providing clarity on land tenure issues is necessary for 

establishing the legal origin of timber and legal compliance in an F M U. 

 

The formal recognition of the land rights of indigenous peoples and community 

customary land rights should be a priority but tends to be beyond the scope of forest 

projects. 

 

Mechanisms should be put in place to bring indigenous peoples´ organizations and 

national NGOs, the private sector and the government together for meaningful dialogue 

on forest governance and certification. 

 

Conflict resolution techniques have proved useful in stakeholder consultations but the 

capacity to apply them is sometimes weak. 

 

Improved governance requires increased transparency and accountability of forest 

authorities and private sector operators. This should be duly considered in the design of 

forest information systems. 

 

The development of the local capacity is vital to ensure the sustainability of the 

project. It also facilitates the funding of new future activities.  

 

Governance strengthening projects often produce valuable technical studies and other 

reports. Project impacts can be enhanced by effectively disseminating information to 

relevant government agencies, universities, the private sector, NGOs, and other 

stakeholders. In addition, press releases and policy briefs have been useful for 

dissemination of key information to the general public through newspapers and other 

media. 

 

  
 

As per the Indonesian Legal wood 

 

 Studies concluded that low participation of local people on sustaining or 

cultivating sandalwood resources was caused by the in effective local government 

policies that neglecting local people’s rights. 

 

 Low economical benefits and unclear rights on sandalwood management have 

constrained local people participation in sandalwood cultivation and regeneration 

activities. 

Inter cultivation 

 

In his (Ph.D.) thesis submitted in 2011 by Mr. SIDHANAND KUKRETY, from the 

University of Florida, opines that: In the existing set up, stakeholders participation would 



be limited in RS wood trade and if such a trade is to succeed, both external and internal 

issues will need to be addressed.  

 

This study showed that improved restoration techniques, production of ethanol from 

understory cultivation of ‘Cymbopogon coloratus’ grass for ethanol production in the RS 

plantations growing in the wild and addressing the concerns and harnessing 

opportunities relating to RS trade can create a win - win situation for the economy, 

environment and stability of rural communities residing around the RS forests.  

 

Promoting Red Sanders based industries with in the Country 

 

Utilisation of the ‘A’ grade R S at the international level, particularly in China to be find 

out, since this country is the largest consumer. Industries could be established as joint 

ventures in association with China. 

 

Or local corporate entities could be encouraged to take up RS based industrial processing 

through technology transfer from the China and profit sharing basis.  

 

‘B’ grade could be utilised for furniture making within the country and export to 

consuming countries. 

 

‘C’ grade could be distributed among the local artisans for making artefacts consumed in 

the local and international market. 

 

Export of finished products made of R S is legal as per the existing trade policies and 

hence smuggling could be curbed to the maximum extent and prospects of job creation 

for the local people will be enhanced.      

 

Mandate of Trade policies 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild fauna and flora 

(CITES) is implemented in India through a combination of the Wildlife Protection Act, 

1972/1991/2002 and the Export and Import Policy (EXIM), although the former does not 

cover this species. The EXIM policy is put into effect via the provisions of the Foreign 

Trade (Development and Regulation) Act 1992 and enforced via the Customs Act (CITES 

Management Authority of India, 2004).   

 

Red Sanders were placed in Appendix II of CITES in 1995. Appendix II of the CITES 

listing requires a scientific study of the species in question called a Non Detrimental 

Finding (N D F).   

 

The CITES rules make it mandatory that the NDF be done by the Scientific Authority 

(SA) of the country. The advice of the SA is final and binding on the Management 

Authority (MA), in this case the A D G (wildlife) Jagdish Kishwan. 

 

This NDF empirically determines whether some of the resources can be used for, in a 

sustainable manner, commercial international trade without affecting the abundance and 

growth of the species in the wild. Yet, continued logging and trade led to CITES imposing 

an absolute ban on India in the international trade of Red Sanders. 

Expert opinion 



In 2010, the M O E F finally sanctioned an NDF study on Red Sanders that was awarded 

to the Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore. The final 

report was submitted to the management authority in December 2011 and outlined 

three major recommendations: 

 

1: Harvest of Red Sanders from the wild is not possible at present and export from the 

source is not possible for the next 10 years as the species is under great stress in the 

wild and requires drastic protection measures by the AP State Forest Department. A 

study needs to be conducted after 10 years to assess the growing stocks of Red Sanders 

in the wild before taking a decision of harvest from the wild and its international trade. 

 

2: The I F G T B has assessed that there is a stock of around 11800 metric ton (MT) of 

seized Red Sanders lying in the country, which needs to be disposed off. The method of 

disposal suggested by I F G T B Is that this material may be allotted to Government 

Handicraft Units for handicrafts making which would help the indigenous artisans also   

 

3: The I F G T B also informs that they have not conducted NDF of Red Sanders for 

plantations and this still needs to be done. 

 

Activities of the Government 

 

In spite of the precarious position of Red Sanders, Andhra Pradesh Forest Department 

and State Administration seem to be more concerned with finding a way to maximize 

profit on the seized timber lying in their care. Experts estimate that only about 10 

percent of smuggled Red Sanders is seized by forest officials across the country.  

 

Currently (In 2012) a total of almost 11,800 MT is lying with various state governments 

in India and of this number, 8000 M T lies with the Andhra Pradesh Forest Department, 

alone. In order to dispose of the colossal amount of seized contraband, the AP 

Government has put pressure on the Centre for a onetime approval to sell the stock. 

 

Gaps in the theory & Practice 

 

This is ironical, as the state government had in 2007 received a onetime approval from 

the Chennai High Court, to sell seized stocks of Red Sanders lying with them. At the 

time, they had given an assurance that the approval would be for onetime only and no 

such proposal would be made in the future.  

 

With no steps to curb the illegal felling, the seized stock has built up to this extent. The 

ban imposed by CITES CoP (Convention of Parties) is now coming in the way of 

monstrous profits to the state government. 

 

TRAFFIC India’s associate director of programmes, M K S Pasha, wrote in an email to the 

TEHELKA reporter: “The current outplay of policy to conserve and trade in Red Sanders 

requires India’s immediate attention. Not only is there an ineffective synergy of policy 

goals, but various Government departments in their practices have demonstrated a lack 

of concern towards this species.” 

 

Instead of making the state accountable for its lax attitude to the issue, the Centre is 

assisting them in getting clearance. The MA has recommended to the CITES general 



secretary, John Scanlon that the confiscated 11,800 MT of Red Sanders be permitted for 

a onetime export.  

 

This, even though, the scientific authority had advised the MA that the confiscated Red 

Sanders be allotted to the Government Handicraft Units to benefit indigenous artisans of 

the country. As per CITES itself, “the advice of the SA is binding on the MA and the MA 

has no leverage to interpret or change the advice of the SA.”  

 

The situation described above in the year 2012 applies to the present permission 

accorded to the AP government for the first phase of auction through on line Global 

Tenders, which were continued till the 1st December, 2014.   

 

Need for a Comprehensive Red Sanders (R S) policy 

 

Selected parts of the Judgement by the Supreme Court, in response to (Writ Petition (C) 

No. 202 of 1995) FEBRUARY 13, 2012 reveals that:  

 

However A.P. Forest Act, 1967, A.P. Sandalwood Possession Rules, 1969, A.P. 

Sandalwood and Red Sanders wood Transit Rules, 1969 generally deal with the 

possession, control and transit of sandalwood and Red Sanders etc., but there is no 

restriction as such on the felling of sandalwood trees. The Act also provides for 

punishment for contravention of the provisions of the Act or the rules made there under. 

 

We are also inclined to give a direction to the Central Government to formulate a policy 

for conservation of sandalwood including provision for financial reserves for such 

conservation and scientific research for sustainable use of biological diversity in 

sandalwood.  

 

Central Government would also formulate rules and regulations under Section 3 and 5 of 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 for effective monitoring, control and regulation of 

sandalwood industries and factories and that it should also formulate rules to ensure that 

no imported sandalwood is sold under the name of Indian sandalwood and adequate 

labelling to this effect be mandated for products. 

 

Subsequently a DRAFT ALL INDIA POLICY FOR CONTROLLING SANDALWOOD/RED 

SANDERS SMUGGLING SUBMITTED TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA BY THE STATE 

GOVERNMENT IN LETTER NO. A H F F 92 F S W 90 DATED 05.05.1990. 

 

 Dr. Bipin Behari, DIG (SU) representative of Ministry of Environment & Forests informed 

on 9th January, 2008 that a draft policy for the regulation of Red Sanders and Sandal Wood 

in different states has been forwarded to concerned states for their comments. DG, DRI 

requested the Ministry to expedite the matter regarding formulation of Sandal Wood and 

Red Sanders policy.  

 
The draft enactment on sandalwood is ready for final internal discussion as comments 

from experts in the fields of forestry, protection and law have been received, said a 

communication from the office of Jairam Ramesh, Union Minister for Environment.-The 

Hindu, April 5, 2010. Subsequently it seems the policy was put in deep freeze, since 

no information available subsequently.  

 

Salient points of the Draft policy 



 

A Central legislation vesting the right for “disintegrating” sandalwood for 

manufacturing and selling of sandalwood oil with the government and imposing 

stringent punishments for sandalwood-related offences has been drawn up. 

The draft has proposed to make the offences cognizable and non-bailable. It 

also permits any forest officer to use as much force and cause injury to persons 

and property to prevent the commission of offences and apprehend persons 

who have committed or found engaged in commission of the offence. The 

maximum punishment has been prescribed as imprisonment up to ten years 

and a fine of Rs. 1 lakh. 

The draft legislation has suggested that no person except the government shall 

disintegrate sandalwood in mills or by other contrivance, manufacture or distil, 

or attempt to manufacture or distil oil from sandalwood or re-distil or sell oil 

extracted. 

The Central and State governments can appoint dealers for the purchase and 

trade of sandalwood and no private person or agency can be appointed as the 

dealer. Sandalwood shall be presumed to be the property of the State 

government until proved otherwise and the onus of proof shall be on the 

accused in the case, the draft has proposed. 

Once the Central legislation is passed, it will supersede all the State laws. 

Incidentally, the Kerala government had recently made legislation for 

sandalwood protection. 

The maximum quantity of sandalwood that one can hold for domestic use has 

been restricted to one kg and hundred grams of oil. Registered users, religious 

institutions, registered practitioners of indigenous medicines, manufacturers of 

cosmetics, drugs and other materials, in which sandalwood oil is an essential 

ingredient, should obtain licence for storing sandalwood and oil beyond the 

prescribed limit. 

An advisory committee with representatives of State governments, registered 

users and growers has been proposed for advising the government in the 

matter of fixing the price of the scented wood. 

 

Present draft is neither sustainable nor incorporated all the stake holders perceptions; 

draft talks about the powers vested with the Forest Department, licences to sandal wood 

industries etc.    

 

A sustainable R S wood policy to be formulated by incorporating stakeholders’ 

perceptions to improve the conservation status and to curb smuggling and this is 

possible by involving all the stake holders in the discussions.  

 

Policy must deal with management of the R S plantations in the wild and private lands, 

norms for logging, transit etc., usufruct rights of the forest dwellers and their 

participation and involvement in the protection and conservation, role played by the 

NGOs, forest and police departments along with international trading, rights of the local 



artisans based on the R S wood for their livelihood etc., along with traders and Sandal 

wood factory management. Roles of research institutes, universities, academic 

institutions in the RS districts to be specified in the policy, along with international 

agreements and institutions           

 

Institution building 

 

A Red Sanders restoration consortium, consisting of representatives from state and 

national Government agencies, international Governments and aid agencies, non-

governmental organizations, local communities, and the private sector may help in 

collaboration and coordination of an Institution meant for protection, conservation of red 

sanders.   

  

Recording information, documentation of data and skills of conservation, production, 

classification, sale procedure and export policy of Government of India on Red Sanders 

and other precious woods and to have a firsthand knowledge of the RS business and its 

export to other countries will be some of the activities to be taken up.  

 

 There is a need to create an exclusive institution for Policy consultation, deliberation & 

development, Policy research & studies, Normative work– Guidelines, Criteria, Indicators 

& Manuals, Monitoring, assessment and reporting, Communication and outreach 

materials related to the Red Sanders.  

 

The forest departments of other states are frequently reminding the State Government 

of AP to send expert officers from AP to their states to suggest grading, classification and 

the sale and export procedure.  

 

Trained personnel having expertise in fixing the price of precious woods on the basis of 

estimations of sap content (valuable material) in the woods to be hired, for helping the 

clients to estimate prices scientifically     

 

The procedure of sale of RS wood and its export to other countries are not known to the 

forest departments of other states; hence this institute to create experts to serve as 

consultants and advisors to other states by fulfilling the above mentioned needs.  

 

Need for Authenticated Data for appropriate decision making: By now it’s clear 

that the forest department doesn’t have any data base regarding the RS trees in the 

wild. The department expressed their inability for tree enumeration in its principal 

geographical range spread over an area of over approximately 5160 Km2.  

 

In spite of macro estimations revealing that, about 23% of red sanders formation is 

dense, 34% has moderate cover and the remaining is open.  

 

Since the forest department at grassroots is responsible to provide data for the purposes 

of research and trade analysis, quality of decisions made on the basis of half hazard data 

are un-scientific. 

 

None of the organisations in the government or Non government or maintaining data 

regarding the private R S plantations, spread all over the districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

 



 Even more damming is the fact that though no N D F study has been done of Red 

Sanders Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore from 

private plantations, due to lack of data. Management Authority (M A) i.e  A D G (wildlife) 

has fixed a quota of (approx) 300 MT of Red Sanders for export, sourced from these 

plantations. Oddly enough, two applications are currently pending in the Ministry for the 

export of Red Sanders supposedly procured from these plantations.  

 

The forest department estimate saying that the demand of Red Sanders in the 

international market is around 3,000 tonnes per year is also based on the unscientific 

data provided from the grass roots.  

 

   
Digging out roots of White Sandalwood & Roots ready for cutting 

 

Digging the tree along with the roots is normal practice in Australian Sandalwood 

plantations.  

 

 
Robust growth after cutting 

 

Tree cutters hired for smuggling use to cut a part of the Red Sanders trunk above the 

ground. “The Chapped trunks are self generating with shoots coming out of the left over 

part; we saw healthy shoots growing from most of the cut down trees, growth of the 



shoots extremely good. Quality of Red Sanders trees growing on the hill tops is good, 

rather than in the plains”- G. Srinivasulu, DFO, Wild Life Management, Tirupati       

 

  This new aspect of self regeneration to be studied, so that to estimate regenerating 

growth in the forests and plains along with the sap content in various types of soils and 

at different elevations.   

HAPHAZARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE DATA 

 
P. santalinus was included in CITES Appendix II in 1995 and is the only species of 

Pterocarpus in the CITES Appendices. The listing was annotated to cover only “logs, 

wood-chips and unprocessed broken material” (Annotation #7), modified at CITES CoP 

14 (effective 13 September 2007) to: “Designates logs, wood-chips, powder and 

extracts”.  

 

The species has clearly featured in international trade in considerable quantities, 

although this is not reflected in CITES data, in which no trade has been reported by India 

since 1999 and none by any country since 2003 (other than the return to India in 2004 

of 56 tonnes seized in Singapore).  

 

Between 1995 (when the species was included in CITES Appendix II) and 1999, India’s 

CITES annual reports recorded much lower trade volumes than their Customs data with 

a total reported export of approximately 22 Tons of ‘extracts’ and 5.1 Tons of sawn 

wood.  

 

India also reported the export of 1147 sets of carvings. It is interesting to note that 

India reported trade in extract, which was not covered at the time by the CITES listing, 

but did not report the substantial trade in wood chips, which is covered by the listing. All 

products reported as exported were reported as coming from cultivated sources as under 

in (Table 1) below. 

 

Table 1. Exports of Pterocarpus santalinus from India as recorded in CITES 

trade database, 1995-2005 

Product 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

2000-

2005 

Total 

Extracts (kg) 6720 4100  8824 2497 0 22141 

Carvings 

(sets)    1147  

0 1147 

Sawn wood 

(kg)     5100 

0 5100 

Note: data includes exports declared as wild source and those declared as artificially 

propagated 

 

China reported the import of 280 m3 and 20 m of sawn wood and timber in 1999-2000, 

reported as originating in Cambodia, Brazil and Madagascar, none of which are range 

States for the species.  

 

Reported imports jumped to over 100 Tons in 2003, of which 96 Ton was reported as 

originating from the wild in Nepal, also not a range State, and 4.9 Ton as originating in 

India.  



Until recently, Indian Customs data documented the trade in three different P. santalinus 

product categories: chips, powder and timber, with the greatest share of the trade 

reported as involving chips. These data show an annual average of 85 Ton of “Sander 

Wood” chips exported in the period 1996/1997-2002/2003, with a peak of 271 Ton in 

2000/2001.  

However since 1 April 2003 chips and timber have no longer been differentiated in 

India’s Customs data. An average of 19 Ton of “Red Sandalwood Powder Used in Dyeing” 

was exported annually in the period 1997/1998-2005/2006. 

Reasons for gaps in the data and source of the wood could be due to the haphazard 

reporting of the Forest personnel at the grass roots, who dished out numbers to pass the 

buck and corrupt customs officials issued fake certificate for exports.  

Victims of Red Sanders Smuggling 

 

 On 19-11-2014, Nellore prison recorded the death of an under trail prisoner, detained 

under red sander smuggling. First request call from Tamil Nadu, from an anxious 

mother, whose son is slogging in the Nellore jail over the last one year.  

 

Saddest part of the story is, I met the deceased boy in the jail, in October and gave my 

card and he wrote a post card with his parents address and that card reached me after 

his death only.  It took such a long time for completing the lengthy prison formalities. 

But I felt nothing wrong with the health of this boy, he was healthy, normal and perfectly 

alright. Reason for his death is not known, news leaking from the Nellore jail reveals 

about beating the inmates, while the superintendent has given a brief statement saying 

that “The prisoners are not getting beaten by us”.     

 

Earlier jail deaths of Putti Kolambi in the Kadapa district prison in Aug, 2014 and 

Puhalendi in Nellore jail in June, 2014, passed unnoticed and even after all these months 

none of us know villages or whereabouts those two.  

 

        
19-11-2014 Elumalai, Nellore jail                    7-8-2014 Putti Kolamabi, Kadapa Jail 

                   
About 7355 cases were registered over the last five years (2010-2014) in connection 

with Red Sanders smuggling and 12383 persons were arrested as per the Central 

minister. Official statements reveal the confiscation of 11000 Tons of red wood over the 

last 10 years or more than 1000 M Ts on an average for Year.  

 

 Media reports reveal about 101 in Kadapa, Nellore 234; Rajahmundry 2, Chittoor 1 and 

12 in Tirupati as Under Trail prisoners. These 350 persons were accused in the murder 

and attempted murder of forest officials, along with various other sections of forest and 

Red sanders Acts. But information and data posted on the e-courts website shows only 



159 members under the Session Case (S C) with the Registration No. 227/2014. Serial 

No. Of the last accused is A-430 and he is in Tirupati Sub Jail.  

 

Concerned judge in the III Additional Session Judges Court, Tirupati (Designated 

specially for Red sanders Cases) issued orders to the prisons to apply for the free legal 

aid and in compliance of the orders the Kadapa central prison authorities sent proposals 

through Lr No. CPK/RC-2/Jr.(Mg)/6441/2014, Dated 16-09-2014 for free legal Aid. While 

Nellore Prison superintendent recorded statements of UTPs, with the names and phone 

numbers of the Advocates from the Chittoor and Tamil Nadu, in spite of the repeated 

calls from the Nellore Jail, none of the Advocates has filed memo of appearance and kept 

on bluffing that they are attending the court regularly. Probably this happened because, 

advocates were not paid by the agents or they have got stern instructions from the men 

in uniform, not to interfere and see that these hapless labourers could slog for the 

records sake.         

Analysis of the data from the Kadapa and Nellore Central prisons reveals the following 

percentages on the basis of their caste & community origin. These prisoners are slogging 

in the Jails over the last one year and couldn’t get bail.  

 

Community wise 

 

Community No. Of persons % 

Malayali 97 47 

Vanniyar Gounder 41 20 

Natar & Nayakar 03 1.5 

Naidu & Kamma 02 1 

Vadde 49 24 

Boya 06 3 

Yerukala 02 1 

Mala 03 1.5 

Yadav 02 1 

Varikodi Vellalar 02 1 
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Category wise 

Scheduled Tribes (ST)         97     48% 

De-notified Tribes (DNTs)   96     46.5% 

Scheduled Castes (SC)        03     1.5% 

BC                                         07     3.4% 

Upper castes                        02     1% 

 

 

Adivasi (ST) & De- Notified Tribes (DNTs) 93% 

 

48% 

46.50% Adivasi 

DNT 



DNTs (Vanniyars) Killed in the Fake Encounters 

 

 

Denial of Right to livelihood 

 

Section 144 imposed in the Forests and those entered in to the Tirumala, Sesha 

chalam forests without the permission of Forest officials will be severely 

punished as per the Forest Protection Act 1980. If anyone enters the forest 

S N Name  Age Address 

 

Location of           

killing 

Date of 

encounter 

 

1 Varadi - Tamil Nadu Mittapalem Vil. 

Chandragiri Mandal 

Chittur Dist 

2011 

2 Murugan  - Tamil Nadu Karivepakula Kona, 

Chamala forest, 

Chittoor dist. 

Dec. 2012 

3 Sambarian Mani 35 Periyavalli vil., 

Kuttakarar TQ, 

Tiruvannamalai Dist. 

Tamil Nadu 

East part of 

Bombadi hills 

29th Jan 

2014 

4 Siva 25 DaniyarAttamur vil. 

Porur TQ, 

Tiruvannamalai 

Dist.Tamil Nadu 

 

Guddedula Banda, 

Seshacahlam forest 

, Near Tirumala 

Radio Tower 

29-5-2014 

5 Viajaya Kant 25 -same as above- 

 

-same as above- 29-5-2014 

6 Venkatesan  27 -same as above- 

 

-same as above- 29-5-2014 

7 A.Veeramani  38 Vinayakpuram South, 

Attimala pattu 

hamlet, Vannurpuram 

Post. Arani TQ, 

Tiruvannamalai Dist.  

Tamil Nadu   

Balapalli forest, 

Railway kodur, 

Kadapa dist.  

21-6-2014 

8 Not known  Tamil Nadu Balupalli forest July 30-

2014 

9 Not Known 35 Tamil Nadu Kalyani dam/ 

Devarkonda,chittor 

dist. 

2-8-2014 

10 A.Mani 30 China Machanur Gadela forest, 

Obulavaripalle 

village 

6-8-2014 

11 Y.Rama Swamy  37 Melnadanur Gadela  forest, 

Obulavaripalle 

village 

6-8-2014 



without permission of the Forest Department Rs. 25000 fine or 2 years 

imprisonment will be awarded- Tirupati, DFO. 

 The Chenchus are considered to be the most primitive and still largely depend on food 

gathering and collection of MFP. The traditional habitats of the Chenchus are found in 

contiguous forest tracts of Nallamalai Hills and majority of them were affected among 

the four districts (Kurnool, Chittoor, Kadapa and Nellore) with red sanders growth.   Plain 

tribes like Yerukulas, traditional basket makers and swine herders. They are known as 

the ex- criminal tribe of Andhra Pradesh. They live mostly in multi -caste villages, 

maintaining symbiotic relations with the non-tribals, their main source of livelihood is 

bamboo available in the forests. The Yanadis, plain cousins of the Chenchus live among 

the habitats along the villages near to the forests, along with Dalits, Backward 

communities and minorities live around the Nalla malai forests, they collect firewood, 

graze animals. Forest dependent communities are not allowed in to the forests, they are 

being hounded, beaten; their habitats were raided in the mid night made to migrate 

forcefully due to the terrorising of the police. In spite of being members of the VSS, they 

were not allowed to work in the forests; as a result majority of them lost livelihoods over 

the last 15 months and living in terror.   

 

Consequences being faced by Victims 

 

While the forest dwellers and forest dependent communities around the Nallamalai 

ranges among the four districts, lost access to only means of their livelihood, fleeing 

their habitats, with the fear of slapping cases and some of them ended up in the police 

custody and manhandled by the S T F personnel.   

 

Majority of 11 persons killed in the fake encounters or 3 in the Prisons, are in their prime 

youth and died for no fault of them. They were killed selectively, through the nexus of 

smuggler, forest, police and politicians. They are powerless and voiceless and innocently 

believed in the agents. None of them crossed 5th class and their parents and spouses are 

also illiterates. Their families became rudder less, due to the death of sole bread 

winners. Infant children became father less, illiterate spouses of the dead, have no 

option to live along with old in-laws. The small land holdings of 1.5 to 2 Acres could not 

support, hence these young woman are forced to eke out living through small unskilled 

labour works. 

 

 There are approximately 30 children of the dead, who are already stigmatised as 

children of criminals, child welfare programs or poverty alleviation schemes of the 

Government will never reach them, with their branding as criminals. None of the NGO, 

Rights Organisation, Political party or People’s organisation in Tamil Nadu has guts to 

utter their names.  

 

Unless it’s proved that, encounters as fake and were killed in custody, their kith and kin 

will not get any compensation. The Advocates paid by smugglers will not take up their 

cause or allow human rights organisations to enter, by jealously guarding the territories 

in connivance with the forest, police and politicians. 

 

Spouses of the majority of those slogging in the jails over the last one year left their in- 

laws and reached their parents homes. Some of the woman left children with the old in-

laws and living through labour work. Even after release also the prisoners may not 



continue their family life. Most of the prisoners are depressed and traumatised due to 

their in secured future and horrifying prison life. 

 

Role played by the N C D N T H R  

 

National Campaign for D N T Human Rights (N C D N T H R) is a National movement 

initiated by the De-Notified and Nomadic Tribes (DNTs) of India in 2010 for the 

protection of Human rights and promotion of livelihoods. With a Vision for Creating a 

National forum with the state level representation of NT & DNTs of India, so that to 

evolve policies and for liaison, lobbying and for carrying out Advocacy interventions at 

the sates and central level. 

 

Organised state level Workshops for the DNTs of Odisha, united Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 

Nadu and Maharashtra, serving among the Dhangar Gouli of Karnataka, for their rights 

over the forest lands, organised state level forums for the DNTs in the Tamil Nadu 

Telengana and Andhra Pradesh, prepared a fact finding report in the event of murder of 

nomad youth in the Andhra Pradesh, organised a movement for justice to the family 

member of the murdered boy, along with providing legal aid.         

 

In connection with the Red Sander killings N C D N T H R has taken up a fact finding 

mission in association with NGOs and Human Rights organisations of Andhra Pradesh 

and Tamil Nadu. A Report has been published in the web site with thousands of clicks 

from the India and abroad. This intervention was taken up as a part of our services in 

Tamil Nadu among the DNTs.    

 

Documented the details of those killed in the encounters along with the arrested in with 

false implication in the murder of the forest officials, since these innocent Adivasis and 

DNTs slogging in the jails over the last 14 months, arranged legal aid for 100 of these 

under trail prisoners, in association with Ambedkar Revolutionary Front, Tamil Nadu, 

striving for working relations with activists, advocates and Human rights activists in the 

Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu over the last one year.    

          

Way forward 

 
Red sanders issue brought forward various issues related to the Right to life and 

livelihood, which have to be addressed as part of the future strategy of the movement.  

 

The children of those killed have to be given education and spouses to be supported with 

livelihoods and skill development along with trauma counselling. Legal aid to be provided 

to file cases in the higher and lower courts for proving the fake encounters so that the 

kith and kin of the deceased could get compensation.     

 

The problem of land alienation and low productivity among the DNTs and Adivasis to be 

addressed through organising, educating and mobilising the Adivasi & DNTs in the Javadi 

and Nallamalai forests, along with discussing the process of alienation of the indigenous 

people to the Forest resources, build a strong people’s movement so that to get 

empowered to negotiate with the government departments meant for tribal 

development, Employment guarantee and agriculture infrastructure providing.   

 



A campaign to be taken up towards demanding justice for the DNTs and Adivasis falsely 

implicated, under the Red Sander smuggling. A pamphlet to be printed and distributed 

among the Red Sanders Victims of both the sates, district collectors and magistrates in 

all the red sanders affected districts to be approached with demands. 

 

Writ petitions to be filed in the high court of Andhra Pradesh for an enquiry in to the fake 

encounter killings. For the rights of the Adivasis and Forest dwellers, in the money 

earned through auction of the red sanders.        

 
-The End- 


