
REPEAL AFSPA 

LET SHARMILA LIVE 

 
 

Fast till death else repeal AFSPA --- 
Another name of resistance is Irom 

Today is 15 years of resistance. Land of Malom, 
soaked in blood of dear ones, trampled under 
brutal feet of Armed Force (Special Powers) Act 
(AFSPA), Irom Sharmila Chanu began fast till 
death in November 2000, demanding repeal of 
AFSPA.  
 
Darling daughter of valley of blue green hills, 
cascading rapids, tripling rivers and lakes of 
Manipur, Irom Sharmila, icon of humanity, is 
continuing unequal crusade against AFSPA. 
 

Struggling since colonial period  
In 1826, armed forces to establish monopolistic 
colonial rule, destroyed practiced methods of 
production, dignified living, bonhomie between 
the land-hill people and rich cultural heritage. 
Since then local people are fighting against this 
destruction –struggle that is continued till date by 
Iroms’. 
 

The great democracy – denies right to life  
The government of India, firstly, projects Kashmir 
and northeastern states as problem of frontiers as 

well as law and order. Secondly, as states with 
communal animosity and riots. Behind this, the 
government is cleverly denying and erasing their 
right to self-determination. And thus, with great 
fairness, boots and bullets of armed forces are 
denying their right to life. In the name of security, 
Assam was declared disturbed area in 1955, in ’58 
AFSPA was put into force and in 1980 in 
Manipur. Though the government of Tripura has 
withdrawn AFSPA, sacrifice of many and prolong 
struggle of Iroms’, Manipur state is not paying 
heed to people’s aspiration. Prime Minister Modi, 
who has come down with a broom to clean India, 
does not know that with which broom he must 
clean the filth, created by the brutality of AFSPA, 
that has covered the region, how can endangered 
lives of Sharmilas’ laugh with the joy of freedom.  
Deception is the weapon, therefore in last three 
decades only in Assam 11,000 are killed. So far is 
known of Manipur, 13 in Heirangoithong in 1984, 
15 in Oinam village in ’87, 9 including doctor at 
the Regional Medical College (RMC) Imphal, 10 
in Lamka in ’99, gang rape of Marcy Kabui, rape 
and sexual assault of women of Ukhrul cordoning 
the village with barbed wires –list is never ending. 
Though the Article 3 and 6 of International 
Human Rights Declaration protects the civil and 
political rights, in the name of freedom and 
security armed forces are given unlimited powers 
to kill.  
 

Ostentatious show of special powers  
Under this Act the army can shoot in the name of 
search. Going to courts is not allowed. Governor 
or the administrator of centrally governed state or 
central government can declaring any area as 
‘disturbed area’ and can bring AFSPA into force. 
Can declare assembly of 5 or more unlawful, can 
without warrants search or arrest on suspicion, 
and can kill, i.e., human rights can be violated 
absolutely by the armed forces. Complaint can be 

filled only after permission being granted by 
central government – which is equivalent to not 
filing the complaint. Colonial rulers brought this 
ordinance in ’42 to suppress quit – India 
movement – Colonial Lords are gone but the 
legacy of oppression is still intact. The 
tremendous powers that it gives made the land a 
killing – field.  
 

No minimal value to lives of Iroms’ 
 

For last 15 years Irom is continuing the fast. She 
stays firm on her demand. She has not even taken 
a drop of water.  The parting line between her life 
and death is gradually narrowing. State is not 
bothered and instead of showing respect to her 
life, is arresting her at the pretext of attempting to 
commit suicide. And is continuously torturing her 
in the name of feeding keeping her in hospital bed 
and pushing ryle tube through her nose – against 
International Laws.  
 

How the Indian state looks at women 
The present chief of West Bengal, the 
representative of ‘Ma-Mati-Manush’ rushed to 
sympathize Irom and assured to do her best for 
repealing AFSPA at the time of election. Election 
over – and so is sympathy. In spite of the 
promises of withdrawal of joint armed forces, the 
same are still being happily deployed in Jangal 
Mahal. Accusations of sexual assault against them 
are many.  
 
 The central government with Beti Bachao; Beti 
Paddao slogan, has not taken any action towards 
repealing AFSPA, but is deploying armed forces 
for killing within and outside the country, where 
women are the especially targeted. Whereas, in 
’93 in International Convention (CEDAW), 
resolution to eradicate all sorts of discrimination 
against women, and to secure their right to life 



was taken where India too is a signatory. In 
reality, feticide is so rampant that ratio of 
female/male is continuously decreasing. Every 54 
minutes a woman is raped, honor killing is 
epidemic. Sloganing empowerment of women at 
one hand, for holding different political views 
women are being caged in prisons, tortured to the 
extent of inserting stones in vagina shows how big 
joke is CEDAW and falsehood of Beti Bachao.  
 
In this context, that even today justice is not even 
done; we need to talk Thangjam Manorma. The 
daughter of Manipur, handloom weaver, was the 
only earning member of the family. In 2004, she 
was picked by Assam Rifles accusing her being 
explosive specialist of Liberation Army. Then 
happened gang rape. To obliterate the signs of 
rape her body was shot. Next day, the finding of 
her bullet – ridden body cause uproar and wide 
spread protest, shamed by world humanity. Five 
days after the killing, around 30 middle-aged 
women walked naked through Imphal to 
the Assam Rifles headquarters, shouting: "Indian 
Army, rape us too... Eat our flesh…  We are all 
Manorama’s mothers.” Humanity was stunned. 
Hurriedly, Justice Jeevan Reddy Committee was 
formed. Committee recommended scraping 
AFSPA and said – whatever be the reason the Act 
has become an instrument of repression, today it 
is a hated and feared.  
 
Justice Verma Committee formed after the 
incident of gang rape and murder of Jyoti Pandey 
(NIrbhya) too recommended scraping of AFSPA. 
Of course government ignored these 
recommendations. Guardians of patriarchy from 
Beti Bachao to Ma-Mati-Manush all unanimously 
hold the view that ‘ women have no heart, no 
mind, have only body’. And the game of 
occupation and reoccupation can be played on 
them. Again, in global market controlled by 

monopolistic capital women flesh is a high-priced 
good, which can be sold to revive the bankrupt 
economy and are not considered as a self-
respected person.  

 

 
Thangjam Manorama(1970-2004) 

 
Thousands salute to you Irom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mothers’ protest in front of Kangla Fort, HQ of 
Assam Rifles, 15 July, 2004 

 
State and its government, in its patriarchal 
arrogance, ignores the struggle of women for self-
respect; armed with impunity the struggle for self 
determination is violently rejected. Against this 
Irom declares with all rationale, humanistic 
reasoned methodology - The outer cover is sure 
to dry out/ Let it rot under the ground/Let it be 
of some use to future generations/ 
Let it transform into ore in the mine 
 

 
 

Irom,  
Pride of humanity 

* 
Thousands salute to 

you 
 
 

-Shame on Indian state- 
 
 

Irom,  
you will win  

struggle  
for  

dignity, self 
determination  

 

Scrap brutal AFSPA 
----------------------- 

Street meet 
November 2, 2015 

3pm to 7.30pm 
 

[We, WSS and various other networks and 
organisations have 5 simultaneous street corners across 
Kolkata, 1) Near Tollygunge metro, 2) 8B Bus Stand in 
Jadavpur, 3) Bagbazar in North Kolkata, 4) Bowbazar 

bank of India Crossing in Central Kolkata and 5) in 
front of College Street Coffee House, North Kolkata] 

 
On behalf of Irom Sharmila Solidarity Committee 

for Repeal of AFSPA 

 


