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 The mysterious death of three girls of SVS medical college inTamilnadu, India 
– An outcome of collapsed government structure.  

(APSC’s appeal to everyone to bestow your dissent) 

Dear all! 

You might have heard about the mysterious death of 3 medical college girl students in Tamilnadu this 
month. On 23rd January 2016, three students of SVS college of Yoga and Naturopathy, in Villupuram 
district of Tamilnadu, were found dead in a well, just opposite to the college campus. Though police 
claim that the students had committed suicide, their parents and fellow students refuse to believe the 
suicide version and claim that they would have been murdered.  

Never-ending students struggle, expose the failure of State. 

The students of SVS college, were protesting against the college management, complaining about the 
lack of infrastructural facilities, lab facilities, exorbitant fees, non availability of books and staff, and no 
hostel or mess facilities. The college even had no access to drinking water and there were no adequate 
toilet facilities in college premises. The students had knocked all the available doors, from the Central 
Council of Indian Medicine to the District Collector. They had written several times, to the Registrar and 
to the Vice Chancellor of the M.G.R Medical University, to which the college is affiliated with. They 
have complained to the state SC/ST commission, Central Human Rights Commission, State Health 
Department and even to the Income Tax Department.  

They had taken the matter to Chief Ministers Cell and to the Governor who is by default the Chancellor 
of the University. They have filed a bunch of RTIs and collected information against the college and with 
this they had approached Chennai High Court twice. But none of them heeded to their plea, not even a 
single department of the government was ready to redress their grievance. Disgusted with this, they tried 
committing suicide twice in front of district collector office. After all these plea and protests nothing 
changed. The mysterious death of these students and their struggle against the perversity of their college 
has brought out the fact that the education system, not only in Tamilnadu but throughout the country, has 
absolutely collapsed, unrepairable by all means and is in a state that it cannot deliver even what it was 
originally intended for – providing quality education to the students. 

Management's deception during admission. 

The SVS College of Yoga and Naturopathy, along with two other colleges in the same campus, and same 
building, was started in 2008, with due permission from the Central Council of Indian Medicine and was 
affiliated to Tamilnadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University. The students were enrolled to this college 
through the Single Window Counselling System conducted by the Directorate of Medical Education. 
From then the M.G.R Medical University has extended the approval and affiliaiton to the college every 
year till 2015, which made the college eligible for the admission through counselling each year. Students 
claim that on the day of admission, the college Chairman Vasuki Subramanian would be present at the 
counselling venue and persuade parents and students to join the college by assuring that the college has 
all the facilities and the fees would be very minimal, since the college is run by a trust. She would 
convince the parents by saying that she will take care of their children very much and will see through, 
that they will get out of the college as Doctors. She had even promised to gift top ranking students with 
golden bracelets. She used to target the students from SC/ST background assuring them to get 
scholarship provided by the state government. She would collect all the certificates from the students on 
the counselling venue itself and that will be the last time one could see their certificates. 



When the students and parents turned out to visit the college before the admission, they were shown a 
college building, which later they learnt to be an arts college in the same locality. It was after their 
admission, the students came to know that the college had no essential facilities and they were asked to 
stay in a single floor building with asbestos roof resembling a warehouse godown.  

No teaching / non teaching staffs or employees – students were treated as slaves.  

To the core, the college did not have even a single lecturer. It was the Chairman Vasuki and her husband 
Subramanian who took all the classes for the first few weeks and later that too stopped. There was no 
separate hostel; one of the class rooms was converted to hostel, another as mess. There were no other 
employees in the college and students were asked to do everything. They were responsible for sweeping 
the college, cutting trees, fetching water from the well. They were asked to buy groceries from the nearby 
town and were responsible for cooking. Students were even ordered to clean the toilet. 

To make this even worse the Chairman came to live in the college campus with her family. It became the 
duty of the students to do all chores for the Chairman. Girl students were asked to wash her cloths, bring 
hot water for bathing, carry tooth brush and even to hold towel when she took bath. They were asked to 
massage her every day before going to sleep. Similar kinds of services were rendered to her husband 
Subramanian by the boys. When the students resisted doing these unjust activites and parents started 
complaining, she justified these by telling that the college itself is like gurukul and it is the bounded duty 
(Karma) of the students to fulfil the needs of guru. 

When the management started building the first floor of the college, the students were used as mason. 
While boys were asked to carry the stones, bricks and cement, girls watered the newly built walls, kept 
stock of bricks and cement bags. Students who joined the college with a dream of becoming doctors 
turned out as cooks and masons, and not even a single lesson was taught for them. There were no beds 
for the Inpatient or any room for treating outpatient and patients seldom visit responding to the namesake 
hospital board. One of the students Karthikeyan was asked to work as a watchman for the name sake 
Clinic run by the college and later was asked to clean Vasuki's car everyday and work as a security guard 
to her son. 

Exorbitant fee – daylight robbery on students. 

During admission process, Vasuki had promised that the fees for the college will not exceed the norms 
framed by the state government which was 25,000. But they started charging the students exorbitantly 
after they joined the college. Students were ask to pay around 1,75,000 as an annual fee. They were 
charged for the hostel, laboratory, library and transportation when nothing was present physically. 
Students were asked to pay second year and third year fees even before they completed first year. The 
attendance records for the students were never maintained. But the management charged all students with 
a fine ranging from 20 to 30 thousand for attendance shortage, before the exam hall tickets were issued. It 
was like every single time the students go home for a vacation, they were instructed to bring back money 
to pay some fees. But receipts were not given for any of the fees paid, even for the tuition and hostel fees. 

Students were treated like ATM machines that pour out money whenever the management was in need. 
There was no norm in Tamilnadu to collect fees for the first year  –  second semester, but the college had 
charged around 95,000 for the second semester.  

Illegitimate alliance between College Management and University.   

At one point of time students decided not to continue studying in the college and started discontinuing. 
Management asked all the discontinued students to pay the fees for all four years for getting their 
certificates back. From the commencement of the college in 2008 to till date none of the students cleared 
all subjects and pursued till getting the degree. More than 90 percentages of the students had dropped out 
of college. Students who discontinued claim that they did so under ethical grounds, stating if they study 
in the college and become Doctors then it would be like playing with the lives of people whom they are 
going to treat.  

It was after their decision to discontinue from the college the students saw the original face of the 
education system of the country.  



1. Parents initially approached the Vice Chancellor of the M.G.R. Medical College seeking transfer for 
their children to some other college. The officials in the university acted very quick in passing this 
information to the college chairman and the students were called by the Chairman Vasuki and were 
threatened of dire consequence, while their parent were still inside the University Campus. The Vice 
Chancellor turned a deaf ear to the requests made by the parents and advised them to continue with the 
same college. What made the VC and fellows of university to work in favour of Vasuki? 

2. The students then wrote to the Council of Indian Medicine and to the Directorate of Medical 
Education explaining all their woes. But all their letters were redirected to the college chairman and 
she would call the students with a smile and show them that nothing can be done and also told that “if 
you give letter, I will give cover”. 

3. When the university officials turned up for inspection, which happens like a ritual every year, a scene 
that is similar to the one in popular movie “Munna Bhai MBBS” would be enacted. An urgent parents 
meeting will be called,  parents and even students were made to act as patients.  

4. Once during such inspection, when the principal of the famous Aringar Anna College of Naturopathy 
Chennai, Dr.N.Manavalan, visited as inspecting authority, one of the students ventured to expose this 
setup. The student who acted as a patient in the first floor, had actually changed clothes and posed as a 
Doctor in the ground floor. But Manavalan ignored the arguments from the student and cleared the 
inspection routine positively for the college.  

5. On another such occasion, after the inspection was over, the officials were made to stay in a hotel and 
one of the students was ordered to deliver a debit card to the Chairman's husband so that he can bribe 
them.  

6. Another student claims that she had accompanied Chairman Vasuki on several occasions when Vasuki 
gave money, sweets and dress material to the M.G.R university officials in a restaurant very near to 
university campus. 

The bold and untiring efforts by students expose that, the so called democratic structures are only 
to serve the educational mafias.   
One of the students Ayyapan, went to the University in 2010 to meet the then Vice Chancellor Mayil 
Vaaganan Natarajan and Registrar Jansi Charles to complain about the exorbitant fees and lack of 
facilities, but both of them refused to believe his version and had advised him not to speak against the 
college else he would risk his future. When he came back to college, Vasuki called him to his room and 
made a phone call to Manavalan of Anna Naturopathy College and asked him to fail Ayyapan in all his 
practical exams.  

Since Ayyapan was continuously fighting against the college, a false complaint stating that he had 
illegally sought loan from a bank using college name was filed in the local police station by Vasuki. 
Infact the bank had issued a Demand Draft in the name of the institution, which Ayyapan in no way can 
use for his personal gain. But the police inspector behaved like a sidekick of Vasuki and extorted 2 lakh 
rupees from Ayyapan's ignorant mother for her son's untoward activity. 

It was usual for Vasuki to threaten students with this technique. Once she called Kannadasan, one of the 
old students who discontinued from the college and asking for transfer certificate, to her office and with 
the help of rowdies threatened, to handover him to the police under the pretext that he broke into her 
office and assaulted her sexually. She then demanded him to sign a letter stating that he went inside 
ladies hostel and abused the students. Kannadasan had no way than to sign the letter. 

Similarly, girl students who protested were threatend to sign in letters claiming that they indulged in 
illegal relationship with other boys in the college. They have even used these letters as proofs in the High 
Court and the court had accepted these letters and ruled in favour of the college on the grounds of 
personal animosity, when the students approached it. 

Since their first case went against them, the students filed another case in High Court under the name of 
Arivazagan, secretary of Villupuram district Student Federation of India (SFI). But that case was also 
ruled out by the court citing that Arivazagan cannot intervene for the students. 



Kannadasan applied for a number of RTIs to prove that the college had no building approval, no adequate 
land required for a medical college, the college was built on an agricultural land, three colleges inside the 
campus had a single TNEB connection that was registered for domestic house hold use. It’s also to be 
noted that TNEB has fined Vasuki for illegally using free electricity provided for agricultural purpose.  

He also exposed that the college had applied for and recieved scholarship from the TN state, for 25 of its 
SC/ST students, but none of them were given to the students. The college had even illegally forged 
documents in the name of students who had left the college and received scholarship in their name. 
Kannadasan has duely raised this as a complaint to the state SC/ST commission with the RTI results as 
proof. But nothing happened. It became a ritual for the students to attend the monthly grievences day 
meeting held by the district collector with their complaints and the collector just collected their 
complaints and sent them directly to trash. 

Ten protests and demonstrations, 2 suicide attempts, 140 page complaint letter with evidences, sent 
to 49 State and Central government bodies – What else is needed? 
By then, the students had almost held nine protests and demonstrations in the streets of Villupuram. On 
24-08-2015 they again went to meet the collector Lakshmi, had their tenth demonstration after which 
they tried to commit suicide in the collector office by self immolation. A week after that they again went 
to collector office and this time they were very serious in their protest and drank poison and were 
admitted to a nearby government hospital.  

No official came to the hospital to enquire about their protest. They themselves got discharged from the 
hospital and went straight to meet the collector. But the collector started accusing the students stating that 
they are acting like TV serial actors and asked them to go back to college and continue with their studies.  

A thasildar level enquiry was held after their self immolation protest, infact he is the one and only person, 
this report clearly pointed out that the college had no infrastructure, teaching staff, no access to drinking 
water and lack of good sanitation facilities. He also noted specifically, that the ladies hostel was simply 
resembling the condition of a prison. Even after this report the collector acted in favour of the college and 
branded students as imposters and trouble mongers. 

Manivanan, father to one of the students who protested by consuming poison, is a head constable in 
Chennai. He called the local police station after the incident and tried to launch a complaint for which the 
local police inspector abused him with derogatory comments and disconnected the phone. 

As a final measure the students compiled a 140 page document with all the information they have so far 
collected against the college and sent to as many as 49 Government departments ranging from the 
President office, Governor Office, CM Cell, Anti corruption department and even to the Tamilnadu 
Electricity board. Four months has passed since then and no action was taken so far. They had no other 
option but to wait for one of these departments to take action against their complaint. 

The mysterious death – nothing but a well planned murder. 

In APSC and Rohit Vemula cases the government reacted immediately over anonymous / official letters 
from the Hindutva brigade, which resulted the derecognition of APSC and the death of Rohit Vemula. 
Here, the letter with all required proofs, sent by these students asking justice, was ignored and now it has 
claimed the lives of 3 girls. The students strongly believe that this is a murder.  

1. First thing is the suicide note that the police claim to be written by the girls were infact not in the 
handwriting of any of them. When all the students are on pongal holiday, these three students only 
were asked to return to the college on the specific day. 

2.  Hands of all three students were found tied raising the question who tied the hands of the third one 
even if she tied the hands of the other two.  

3. There were wounds in the head and face of all three students.  

4. The students were supposed to be in their hostel, which got moved to the Kallakurichi city after the 
protest, as they conveyed to their parents through mobile phone, but they were found dead near the 
college.  



5. They were wearing the same dress that they wore the previous day, when they left home to return to 
college. Since that was a working day for college, they should have changed clothes.  

6. Above all Vasuki Subramanian herself has stated in court that the girls are murdered and police is 
trying to frame her up.  

The  main culprits  - Dr.M.G.R University officials  

After the death of the students, the Vice Chancellor of M.G.R medical university acts like she has no 
connection with the college. She has stated that the university has de recognised the college already, 
which is an outright lie. In a public interest litigation filed in High Court in May 2015 the university had 
filed an affidavit stating that it had thoroughly inspected the college and found no discripancies, based on 
which the court had infact ruled in favor of the college.  

Blaming game by political parties  

The chief minister of Tamilnadu now has announced that students studying in that college will be 
transferred to other colleges. She claims that the collge was given No Objection certificate by the DMK 
government. The permission from Center for setting up the medical college was given in the period when 
Anbumani Ramadoss was cabinet health minister. It is his nature, to claim even the construction of a 
toilet in some primary health center, to his credentials. But he refused his consent in giving permission to 
SVS college. He accused M.R.K Panneer selvam (DMK) the then Tamilnadu state health minister for 
that.  

Current ADMK health minister Vijayabaskar, accused both Anbumani and M.R.K for giving the 
permission. It is to be noted that it was him who granted permission for homeopathy course during 2014, 
which was initially stayed by high court. All political parties are playing the blame game and criticise 
others. All these hues and cries by the political parties are due to the forthcoming TN assembly elections. 
All these political parties are simply raising their voices only in public meetings but not struggling for the 
cause. It is a well known fact that, most of these political personalities also run their own educational 
institutes. So will never fight in reality. While Subramanian had strong ties with political parties like 
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi and Adhi Tamilar puratchi peravai, Vasuki had ties with police and local 
rowdies. These nexus safeguards them in all aspects.  

What is the solution? 

SVS college is a typical scenario that proves that the role of the so called democratic bodies of state is 
always against the welfare of common people. Medical Degree is considering as the most respectful 
professional course by people, but the SVS incident exposes how private medical colleges in india are 
actually run. Considering this, the status of other private institutions including umpteen number of 
engineering colleges are inconceivable in nature.  

By analysing, it is clear that Vasuki could have never done all these activities as single person, each and 
every organ of state has helped the criminal for endless loot, as like as the infamous VYAPAM scam. It 
is sure that many Vasukis and Kethan Desais are there in the name of the so called chairmans and 
government officials respectively. Factually it is not possible to count how many intuitions in the country 
are like SVS, but we can’t sacrifice more lives to expose the plunderers of education.  

The state and central government organs, not even failed to do its defined tasks but also turned against 
the common people as a mafia gang. It is protecting the criminals and has unleashed the riot against 
struggling students, parents and other progressive student bodies. Not only in SVS College but, over the 
country all educational institutions, particularly the private educational mafias’ are publicly make alliance 
with police forces and repressing the student communities, for fighting against exorbitant fees, sexual 
violence against girl students, caste discrimination, torture in the name of dress code etc..  

Some intellectuals say it’s not good to blame all bureaucrats, only some handful of government officials 
committed mistakes, the proper court proceedings and CBI enquiry is enough for fair trial. But we have 
only treacherous history in the past; we knew the verdicts in most infamous court proceedings of the 
country. Jayalalitha has been released from disproportionate assert case and again sworn in as Tamilnadu 
CM , the mass murderers of Gujarat riots  are turned into Prime Minister of country and leader of BJP. 



The verdicts of Kahairlanji, Hashimpura and Maliana, Mathura rape case of 1972, Bathani tola massacre, 
Keezhvenmani massacre in Tamilnadu exposes how worth they are. The investigations conducted by CBI 
for Sathyam computers Ramalinga Raju case and Stock Market fraud Harshath Metha case, were the 
corporate criminals are wandering freely without any boundary  and started to loot further. 

It’s impossible to get the criminals to be punished in current structure in a legal way, rather everyone 
should unite together in the streets. “For a deaf to hear, the sound has to be aloud”, therefore we APSC 
appeal all academicians, intellectuals, students, public and working people of the country and overseas to 
condemn the horrendous role of both state and central governments that played a critical role in the death 
of three girls. Let’s realize, resist and break silence, to save the student communities from these 
educational plunderers. 

 

With regards       Mail id: apsc.iitm@gmail.com 

APSC – IITM       Contact No:919442825539 
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