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Executive Committee Meeting (ECM)
of CDRO on 1st November 2015

The CDRO held its Executive Committee Meeting (ECM) in Guwahati on 1st

November 2015. The meeting was attended by nearly twenty representatives
of coordinating organisations from Andhra Pradesh and Telengana,
Maharashtra, Punjab, West Bengal, Delhi, Manipur, Assam and Nagaland. The
delegates briefed and discussed the prevailing civil and democratic rights
situation and reported their activity in their respective regions. The issues
which were discussed span from growing intolerance in society (especially
on the dalits, minority communities and workers) to politics of ban resulting
in growing attack on freedom of expression, violation of democratic rights of

political prisoners, workers and farmers.
The three main highlights of the meeting
are given below:

Growing Intolerance in Society:
Indian society is witnessing an

exponential rise in the assault on
democratic rights of minorities and dalits,
launched by the Hindutva forces, and the
institutions of the State, from police to
intelligence and civil administration. Since
the coming in the power of BJP

Founded in a conflict-ridden political context, the Manab Adhikar Sangram
Samittee celebrated the 24th Foundation Day on 2nd November 2015. Inaugurating
the open meeting of the Day, the Founder President of MASS Ajit Kumar
Bhuyan spoke about the early moments of the birth of the Manab Adhikar
Sangram Samiti. He said that not only through the army or the police, but in
the contemporary times there has been attack on the fundamental rights of the
citizens by not only the army and the police. According to him there has been
attempts by the State to determine on many things such as what the citizens
should eat and how they should dress, which becomes a matter of grave
concern.

The meeting was presided by the president of MASS Bubumoni Goswami.
Secretary General Aditya Lahkar explained the objectives of the programme.
Advocate Arup Borbora spoke about the conditions of violations of human
rights by the armed forces under special laws. He mentioned the prolonged
hunger strike by Irom Sharmila (Manipur) for more than fifteen years to repeal
the Armed Forces Special Powers Act. Delegates from several human rights

MASS Celebrated the 24th Foundation Day organisations who attended the programme
were: Tapas Bhattacharya from APDR of
West Bengal; Bhanu Sarkar from the Bandi
Mukti Committee, West Bengal; Anand
Teltumde of CPDR, Maharashtra; Preetpal
Singh and advocate N.K. Jeet of AFDR,
Punjab; Narayan Rao and R. Kumarswami
of CLC, Telengana; Phulindro Konsam of
COHR, Manipur; Manishwar
Nongmaithem of CPDM, Delhi; Alung
Rungsung of Naga Peoples Movement for
Human Rights; Paramjeet Singh of PUDR,
Delhi; Prafulla Hafila of Dimasa Students
Union; Hafizur Rahman of Gariya Mariya
Jatiya Deshi Parishad; Biraj Talukdar of
Jatiyatabadi Juba Chaatra, Biraj Talukdar;
intellectual Mukul Mahanta; secretary of
Hajong Chatra Santha Sanjeev Hajong and
others attended the programme and
expressed views on the conditions of
human rights violation in the state.

The programme began with hosting of
the MASS flag in the Central Office of
MASS in Jyotinagar, Guwahati.  In the
evening, lamps were lit in the Central Office
of MASS and in the martyr’s altar of the
martyred Founder Secretary General Parag
Kumar Das.
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Government under the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the right
wing forces are feeling
empowered, to carry out their
onslaught on minorities and also
the common citizens of India.
The situation has become so
palpable that even the academic
and cultural faculty and other
dignitaries from all walks of life
have started to register their
protest in various forms. The
return of Sahitya Academy
awards by dozens of writers in
this concern is noteworthy,
something unprecedented in the
history of Sahitya Academy. The
delegates also raised their
concern on growing incidences
of attack on members of Muslim
community by the Hindutva mob
in the name of slaughtering
cows. These brazen attacks and
hate campaign in the name of beef
ban in various states of India is a
tendency to polarize and
communalize the question of
livelihood of religious and dietary
preference of the Indian citizens.
Considering the deteriorating
scenario and breakdown of law
and order endangering life and
liberties of the citizens, delegates
of CDRO decided to hold
meetings, conventions and other
similar activities to show the
hollowness of agenda under the
beef ban and growing intolerance
in society. These programs will
be initiated by the respective
coordinating organisation in their
regions and finally this will
culminate in an All India
Convention Against Growing
Intolerance in society. This will
be held in Delhi in the month of
March/ April 2016.
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Sexual Assault on Women:
CDRO unequivocally condemns all acts of sexual violence against

women. It considers the sexual violence as a tool of oppression in a
patriarchal society and complicity of the state in refusing to acknowledge
women’s right to bodily autonomy, which is reflected in its failure to
deliver justice to the survivors of violence. Therefore, CDRO recognises
the growing violence against women due to deep structural inequities and
state violence upon its citizens. The insensitiveness of the state in providing
justice in the sexual violence can be seen in its failure in not giving the due
consideration to the recommendation of Verma Committee. The state sees
the growing sexual violence against women as only a law and order problem
and opted for further increasing the role of state and empowering the law
and order machinery with extra ordinary powers. In its resolution passed
in the ECM, CDRO gave a call for the changes to be made in the definition
of rape as the per the recommendation of the Verma Committee report to
include marital rape, reduce the age of consent and expand the scope of
lack of consent to include all forms of coercions, fraud, misrepresentation
and undue influence that civil law recognises nullifying consent. CDRO
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also calls for withdrawal of death
penalty for rape as recommended
by Verma Committee, and also
demand that the state stop the use
of rape as a weapon of war
against its own people.

Commitment of Higher
Education to GATS under WTO:

Ever since the Government of
India (GOI) formally adopted
neoliberal policy package which
was deceitfully projected to be our
home-grown economic reforms,
it has been variously preparing
itself to withdraw from the social
sector on which more than two-
third of India’s population critically
depends. During the Doha round
of negotiations of WTO, India had
submitted its ‘offers’ for ‘Market
Access’ in ‘Higher Education Sub-
Sector’ way back in August 2005.
This offer shall become
commitment as the Doha Round
is expected to be concluded in the
Ministerial Meeting at Nairobi from
15-18 December 2015. It would
require the GOI to submit its
education policy every year to the
Trade Policy Review Mechanism
(TPRM) of WTO, seriously
impairing India’s sovereignty and
democratic rights of people. Its
implication to masses of people
barring handful of wealthy would
be simply calamitous.

CDRO views education as the
fundamental human right of people
which as interpreted by the
honourable Supreme Court, is
integral part of the right to life.
CDRO considered the movement
undertaken by the All India Forum
for Right to Education (AIFRTE),
a front created by some well-
known educationists and
intellectuals in the country, to

demand free, universal and equal
quality education for all right from
KG to PG. It has carried out
countrywide campaigns over the
last three years and is currently
focused on India’s imminent
commitment of higher education
to GATS under WTO, which
would completely cripple the
country. CDRO appreciated this
movement and decided to support
it and be a part of AIFRTE in its
future campaigns. It also decided
to call upon its constituent
organizations to consider actively
participating in this and future
campaigns of the AIFRTE.

Death Penalty:
CDRO welcomes the

recommendation of Law
Commission Report on Death
Penalty. However, it does not agree
with the recommendation of the
Report which professes that
Death Penalty should be given in
the case of terrorism. Stressing its
earlier position, which was stated
during the All India Convention
Against Death Penalty in January
2014, CDRO calls for complete
abolition of Death Penalty from
India.

Coordinating Organisations
1. Association for Democratic

Rights (AFDR), Punjab
2. Association for Protection

of Democratic Rights (APDR),
West Bengal

3. Bandi Mukti Morcha
(BMC), West Bengal

4. Campaign for Peace &
Democracy in Manipur (CPDM),
Delhi

5. Civil Liberties Committee
(CLC), Andhra Pradesh

6. Committee for Protection
of Democratic Rights (CPDR),
Mumbai

7. Coordination for Human
Rights (COHR), Manipur

8. Manab Adhikar Sangram
Samiti (MASS), Assam

9. Naga Peoples Movement
for Human Rights (NPMHR)

10. Peoples Union For
Democratic Rights (PUDR), Delhi

2nd November 2015
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A Brief Report on CLC 17th State Conference

Held on 12th and 13th December 2015, Guntur Town at NGO
Function Hall

The 17th State Conference of Civil Liberties Committee has been
successfully held in Guntur Town (AP) It is known to all that the name
of the organization is changed from APCLC to CLC in the last 16th State
Conference in Hyderabad. This Conference is significant since CLC is
forming Two State Committees which will function in the respective
States of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. This change is brought forth
in the background of bifurcation erstwhile Andhra Pradesh and
formation of new Telangana State.

In the first day inaugural Session about five hundred people including
300 CLC member delegates attended very enthusiastically and listened

endangered democratic rights and
values. The need of hour is to build
a strong movement in order to
protect and defend democratic
rights and values.

Prof. Anand Teltumbde, in the
beginning of his speech acclaimed
that CLC had a glorious history.
Its works and the sacrifices for
the cause of human rights were
recognized not only in India but
also internationally. He spoke at
length on Hindutva and neo liberal
ideologies and pointed out that
both were complementary and
supplementary to each other. One
of the formidable challenges
before civil liberties movement is
to confront those ideologies since
they promoted individuality and
differentiation rather than
promoting collectivity. The
phenomenon will have a decisive
influence in defusing and diluting
mass movements. The increasing
attacks by Hindutva forces on
Dalit and minority are deliberate in
order to silence them and push
them into insecurity. Security and
safety are pre conditions to
ascertain and realize basic rights.
He emphasized the need for strong
and united rights movement at this
juncture.

Prof. Katyani Vidmahe, from
Kakatiya University, Warangal
enthralled the audience by her
eloquent and enlighten speech. She
recalled her association with the
then APCLC during 1980s in
Warangal and how the organization
created fine and enduring
personalities like Dr. Ramanadhan.
Those who associated with
APCLC emboldened with
democratic ideas and culture. She
explained how APCLC had
throughout learned from

to the speakers with rapt attention and enjoyed cultural performance
(songs &dances) during two days of the Conference.

The inaugural Session is followed after unveiling a Martyrs column
by Prof. S.Seshaiah. While paying rich tributes to CLC Martyrs and
others, recalling their contribution to the rights movement and their
brutal murders by the State agencies and State sponsored criminal gangs,
Prof. S.Seshaiah also addressed the gathering. He pointed out,
“historically the rights guaranteed in the Indian Constitution and other
statutes are the products of prolonged people struggles and sacrifice.
People shed their sweat and blood in order to ascertain and realize
fundamental rights.” He asserted “without sacrifice nothing can be
achieved.” He reminded that in the past people fought and asserted
their rights and at present one had to protect and defend those rights
from being abrogated by the neo-liberals, Hindutva ideologies and its
forces. He explained that the Conference was aimed at conveying to
the people the message that they must be conscious enough to
understating the increasing threats to the civil and political rights from
the raising Hindutva forces and the neo liberal policies, which have
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democratic movements of
different section of the society and
framed its perspective. She spoke
at length on present intolerance of
the ruling classes. She emphasized
that at present it was not desirable
to keep silent against Hindutva
forces which were intentionally
dividing the society on religious
lines. There is a greater threat to
democratic values and rights
because of criminalization of
politics. She wondered that, MR.
Jagan Mohan Reddy, the son of
former Chief Minister Y.S.
Rajasekar Reddy, who was
arrested and charged under Money
Laundering and many economic
offences, was being garlanded and
hugged by a large number of
people when he was released on
bail. This phenomenon of
worshipping and following
criminals is an indication of
collapse of civilized and creative
society. Finally, she said that
freedom of speech and expression
was the bed rock of democracy
and people have to protect and
defend it.

The Guest of Honor, Prof.
Haragopal enthused the audience
by highlighting CLC and the
present historical context of the
State Conference. APCLC was
formed in 1973 in Guntur.
Historical debates within the
organization on the perspectives
took place in the same town and
as a consequence some of the
members who sailed with minority
opinion formed HRF under the
leadership of Balagopal. Again in
this Conference CLC is forming
two State Committees in the
backdrop of bifurcation of
erstwhile Andhra Pradesh and

formation of new Telangana State.
This historical and significant
development is taking place again
in Guntur town. In his elaborate
speech, he exposed Modi
Government and its policies and
both Chandrababu Naidu and
Chandra Sekhar Rao are tooth and
nail following him in their
respective states. These people are
dangerous to democracy and
secularism. Drawing attention on
the issue of higher education, he
explained that as a consequence of
the conditions imposed on India by
WTO, the higher education is being
completely privatized and the
corporate forces decide its fate. As
per the conditions now students
instead of scholarships, they will
be provided loans by the banks.
He said that scholarship is a right
where as loan is a liability. On one
hand, destroying public services
systems and bringing legislations
on right to work, right to health,
right to education and right to food
on the other hand is nothing less
than fooling people.

The speeches in the inaugural
session are educative and
enlightening. The audience listened
them with rapt attention. CLC has
published four booklets, a calendar
and all are released in the inaugural
session. In the afternoon session
members from 20 fraternal
organizations including Rights
organizations gave message and
their best wishes to the conference
and expressed solidarity and
promised to work together in each
and every activity of CLC. The
public and delegates watched very
curiously and interestingly the
colorful exhibition arranged in the
vicinity of the Conference.

Delegates Session on 13th

December, 2015
The next day on the Delegates

Session discussed several issues
regarding review of work from the
last Conference to this day and
organizational issues. The General
Secretary Chiluka Chandrasekar
submitted the draft report of the
activities and other issues for
discussion. The member delegates
offered useful suggestions for
strengthening the organization and
raised several issues of human
rights violation for future activity.
The Secretary report was accepted
with a condition that it may be
released to the public after
incorporating the suggestion made
by the delegates, of changes in the
draft. The conference proposed
some changes to the present
manifesto and latter it was
approved by the delegates.

The Conference unanimously
elected the following activists to
lead the State Committees
respectively for Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. A coordination
Committee has been elected to
advise and coordinate the activities
of two states. Newly elected
Committee members are: for
Andhra Pradesh -President V.
Chittibabu; Vice-President S.S C.
Bose, Kranti Chytanya; General
Secretary Chiluka Chandrasekar;
Joint Secretary Yellanki
Venkaleswarlu, Sreemannaryana;
Treasurer Eswara Rao. For
Telangana - President Prof. G.
Laxman; Vice-President Tirumala
Rao, V. Raghunath; General
Secretary N. Narayanrao; Joint
Secretary Gunti Ravi,
kumaraswamy; Treasurer Narra
Purushottam. Coordination
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Committee for two states are:
Convener Prof. S. Seshaiah;
Members V. Chittibabu, Prof. G.
Laxman, Kranti chytanya, V.
Raghunath, Chiluka Chandrasekar,
and N. Narayanrao.

Conference Resolution
1. Organize state wide

campaigns exposing the Hindutva
forces and protest meetings
against the increasing attacks on
Dalit and minority populations. And
organize meetings against neo
liberal policies that tramples
democratic rights of the people in
general and workers’ rights in
particular.

2. Oppose Private University
bill and demand reservations in
private sector.

3. Oppose grabbing
agricultural lands under land
pooling system and demand
transparency in the construction
of Capital.

4. Oppose bauxite mining in
Visaka Agency and demand for
scrapping GO. 97 which facilitate
mining by Multinational
Corporations.

5. Support the demand for
separate State for Rayalaseema
region and special packages for
 the development of North Andhra.

6. Stop extra judicial killings
and prosecute the police and para
military forces responsible for
these killings

7. Release all political
Prisoners unconditionally

8. Demand for comprehensive
remedial measures to prevent
farmer’s suicides and provide fair
compensation and rehabilitation to
the victim families.

9. Oppose Operation Green
Hunt and withdraw the military and
other Para- Military forces from

the Adivasi regions.

Procession:
After the Delegates Session,

at 5 p.m., a rally and procession is
organized in Guntur covering
prominent places in the town.
About 800 people participated in
the rally. The cultural troops and
the slogans attracted the attention

of the public. At 7 p.m. a public
meeting was held in the NGO
function hall and it was well
attended.

The Two Days Conference is
a great success and it inspired all
members and instilled confidence
in them that CLC will be always in
the forefront in protecting and
defending people’s rights.

Solidarity to Irom Sharmila’s 15 Years Hunger
Strike against AFSPA

I am obliged to serve for the just cause of those who would like to live
without being killed. I am stubborn and firmed with this belief. My cry for
justice, like a child’s cry to its parents, is being repeatedly forwarded to
the leaders and policy makers who would at present not listen to my prayers.
I firmly believe that the issues that I raised are not meant to be dealt with
sticks. I would like to see that the root cause of my prayer is being
discovered and addressed with softer and healing touch. I shall never give
up my stand without fulfilling my demand.

Excerpt from the Statement of Sharmila
Jantar Mantar, Delhi, 6 October 2006

Comes the 5th of November 2015; it adds another year to Irom Sharmila’s
non-violent fight for justice against the culture of impunity enjoyed by
the Indian army under the provisions of the Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (1958). In the ‘Indian sub-continent’ where the ruling regime indulges
in crimes against humanity and where Gandhian Ahimsa doesn’t hold
the grounds, though eulogizing reminiscence of anti-colonial Satyagraha
prevails; Sharmila uses her body as the weapon in the fight for justice
and becomes a political prisoner. To recall, the immediate spark of this
steadfast was the Malom massacre of 2nd November 2000 that killed
ten innocent lives by the armed forces in Manipur.

The Armed Forces Special Powers Act is a notorious instrument
of State terrorism, humiliations, prolonged detentions, tortures, killings,
destructions, traumas, deprivations and disturbances; the logical
culmination is unrestraint widespread culture of impunity by the law
enforcing forces. This Act serves the agenda of creating a category of
suspects and ‘disturbed areas’ to be oppressed at will; to suppress
democratic voices against oppressive political regimes, exploitative
market forces and destructive projects. The Act is symptomatic of an
undeclared war trajectory superimposed on a category of subjected
peoples, whose political aspirations and democratic rights are
marginalized in the name of India’s security. The brutality of the colonial
rule that British India had faced in the 1940s; identify it with any political
jargon, we are today experiencing it in the ‘disturbed areas’.
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Fifteen years of Sharmila’s
fasting and political imprisonment,
victim peoples’ protests, and
‘institutional’ recommendations
from within India and beyond have
done lots of symbolic damages to
the legitimacy of AFSPA.
However, the State holds on
AFSPA dearly, as it act as a
surrogate in militarily engagement
with certain political conflicts
arising out of the neoliberal
structural constraints. At the same
time, the agencies such as the
military establishment and the
corrupt personnel operating on the
ground uphold AFSPA, in the name
of counter insurgency, as it serves
certain extra-institutional personal
interests. The struggle against
AFSPA, therefore, remains
relevant inasmuch as it targets not
only the instrument of oppression
but also the regime in power that
suppresses democratic rights. In
this context, Sharmila’s fifteen
years individual steadfast is
commendable as it contributes to
the collective struggle for justice
and democratic rights. We express
solidarity to the sky lantern
demonstration against AFSPA to be

organized by the Manipur Students’ Association Delhi on 5th November,
2015.

Section 1 of AFSPA empowers the Governor of a State or the
Government of India to construe any area or territory as disturbed or
dangerous, thereby empowering any commissioned officer, warrant
officer, non-commissioned officer or any other person of equivalent rank
in the Armed Forces to exercise powers prescribed by AFSPA.

Section 4 of the Act empowers the concerned officer to ‘suspect’ and
consequently act on ‘his’ suspicion to arrest anyone without warrant, to
search any premise without warrant, destroy, and “fir e upon or otherwise
use force, even to the causing of death, against any person who is acting
in contravention of any law or order for the time being in the disturbed
area prohibiting the assembly of five or more persons or the carrying of
weapons or of things capable of being used as weapons or firearms,
ammunition or explosive substances.”

Section 5 of the Act empowers the concerned officer to detain any
arrested person with the least possible delay and does not stipulate any
time frame of the detention.

Section 6 of the Act defends guilty personnel as “no prosecution,
suit or legal proceeding shall be instituted, except with the previous
sanction of the Government of India against any person in respect of
anything done or purported to be done in exercise of the powers conferred
by this Act.

Long live Ir om Sharmila’s Struggle against AFSPA
Long live peoples’ struggle for democratic rights

Joint Statement of Campaign for Peace and Democracy (Manipur)
and Manipur Alert (MA)

Condemned Assam Rifles Notification in Nagaland

Muffling of the Media and the Slide Down to
khakistocracy

PUDR strongly condemns Assam Rifles Notification in
Nagaland

On 16th November this year (2015), the date which is celebrated as the
National Press Day, three news dailies in Nagaland ran blank columns
in place of editorials. The news dailies picked up the occasion to protest
a notification from the Assam Rifles dated 25th October 2015, that was
received by six media houses in the state. On the same day, a joint
statement by the editors of all the six newspapers in receipt of the
notification was released too.

The said Assam Rifles
notification asked the media
houses to refrain from publishing
public statements of NSCN-K, an
outfit banned under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act of 1967
(UAPA). The notification stated
that the publication of such material
is violative of the UAPA, and that
by reason of publishing such
material the media houses are
complicit in the unlawful activities
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of the banned organization.
Witnessing the longest armed

movement for independence in the
Indian context, Nagaland has
constantly been under laws like
AFSPA which give impunity to the
state’s armed forces. In such a
scenario, the media has always
faced tremendous pressure while
trying to take account of the
versions of all stakeholders. The
present notification could be seen
as yet another attempt to silence
the media if it is not partisan in
favour of the armed forces of the
state.

An even greater concern in
this context, however, is that a
paramilitary body, which is
supposed to follow the orders of
the civilian authorities and the legal
establishment, has taken upon itself
to issue notifications of this nature.
Democracies are not characterized
by such actions of paramilitary
forces. The Assam Rifles has also
responded to the joint statement of
the Nagaland dailies. Their
response, saying that the recent
uproar around the notification and
the editors’ statement protesting it
is an attempt by vested interests
to “muzzle the voice of the Assam
Rifles”, however, is farcical.
Empowered by laws like AFSPA
and UAPA, Assam Rifles is one of
the state armed forces which
routinely violate rights of common
people. The very fact that it felt
empowered to issue such a
notification shows how lame their
pretense of helplessness is.

Such conviction of power
along with quick pretence of being
the victim is a dangerous mix to
be held by a paramilitary force.
While a large number of forums
and regions in the country are
marred by intolerant vandalism of

dominant groups in recent times,
the Nagaland episode of armed
forces censorship of media
indicates a slide away from the
institutional practices of
democracy and the values and
foundations of our constitution.

PUDR expresses deep anxiety
about such a state of things. While
the Press Council of India’s suo
motu action of calling upon the
Director General of the Assam
Rifles to give reasons for issuance
of such a notification prima facie
having an adverse bearing on
freedom of press is a welcome

move, the utter silence of the
Nagaland state government in the
matter is shocking. Calling upon
the government to stand by the
ideals of our constitution, PUDR
demands that the Assam Rifles
take back the notification, offer an
apology to the media houses, and
brought under appropriate action
for trespassing their jurisdiction.

Sharmila Purkayastha
Megha Bahl
Secretaries, PUDR

November 21, 2015

Conditions of Human Rights in Chhattisgarh

The Chhattisgarh PUCL General Secretary Ms. Sudha Bharadwaj spoke
in a meeting at Mahabodhi Society Hall Kolkata, organized by APDR,
West Bengal on December 4, 2015.

At the outset she appealed, to the people of Kolkata in general and
activists of APDR in particular, to stand up for the oppressed people of
Chhattisgarh who are the victims of rape and torture by the Indian
Armed Forces. She reminded that the movement demanding the release
of Binayak Sen was not fought by PUCL alone but it was a joint
movement of doctors, teachers, students, intellectuals and other
democratic people of India. She appealed to APDR to unite with other
organizations to develop a broad based mass movement.

Talking about WSS she clarified that WSS is not a funded
organization. It is a network of individuals and organizations. Some of
its constituents may be funded organizations.

She appealed to the lawyers’ fraternity to stand beside Jagadalpur
lawyers and to journalists to stand beside Jagadalpur journalists.

Describing the conditions of Chhattisgarh:
Sudha Bharadwaj narrated many incidents to explain the conditions

in Chhattisgarh.
A lady plucking chilies in a field was arrested and later on police

claimed that she was a dreaded Maoist carrying of Rs 8 lakhs over her
head. The Bijapur jail that has a capacity of 800 inmates is now housing
more than 1500 prisoners. Nirmala was repeatedly arrested at the jail
gate and was slapped with new cases every time even after she got bail
in earlier cases. The lower court judges acted on whatever police
versions. A prisoner in a critical condition appealed for bail; judge refused
to grant bail and the prisoner died in the jail. Ironically the prisoner got
acquittal in two weeks after his death. Villagers are continuously
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protesting on many issues but their
voices are suppressed and it rarely
reach the towns.

She appealed to civil rights
activists to help these voices reach
town and cities. She wondered
when a poor villager could raise
against fake encounter, then why
could not right activists show the
courage and ability to spread their
voices to cities.

Militarization in Bastar is
increasing with the increase of
projects in Bastar. People are
opposing to these projects by
resisting land acquisition in their
Gram sabhas. These projects are
polluting the rivers extremely.
Already government had acquired
18 thousand hectors of land after
issuing notifications. Whether
government will talk with Naxalites
is a political question and it needs
to be settled politically by both
government and Naxalites. But
what stops the government to have
dialogue with the agitating people
who are rallied under peoples’
movement on peoples’ issues?

An all India fact finding team
of women had visited Bastar to
investigate into the status of
women in conflict areas. The team
conducted investigation from 19th

October to 24th October. It
investigated incidents in Basuguda,
Bijapur where cases of sexual
violence including molestation,
rape, physical assault, verbal abuse
and destruction and looting of
property by the security forces and
police were reported. Many such
incidents have been noted.

A lively question-answer session
made the lecture very
attractive.

While answering questions
she informed that a lawyer
belonging to CPI had come out
with a report after extensive
research and detailed investigations
in Sarguja. The report concluded
that out of several reported
encounters only one was a genuine
encounter where both sides used
fire arms. All the remaining were
fake encounters of killing unarmed
people. In one such incident a
surrendering Maoist was shot
dead. A lady who was witnessing
it protested. She was severely
beaten. Almost all her bones were
fractured. False cases were
slapped on her. Finally, she had to
withdraw her FIR of murder.
When this was brought to the
notice of the NHRC, it called an
explanation from the S.P, who
promptly denied any such thing.
NHRC accepted the S.P.’s denial
and said it can’t do anything.

Answering about the role of
working class, students and other
intellectuals in mass movements,
including movement against
repression on peoples’ movement,
she said that in Chhattisgarh
working class movement was not
powerful. Inspite of the weakness,
the recent strike was very
successful. She appreciated the
role of Aam Admi Party (AAP) for
their consistent opposition against
repression and supporting mass
movements in Chhattisgarh. She
said even the Congress, after
keeping quiet for very longtime,
was making some protests. She
added that in Chhattisgarh
elephants also created problems
for villagers. A herd of 100
elephants had been creating
menace in Chhattisgarh jungle
areas. They are regularly moving

in villages to village creating havoc
there. In earlier days different
people raised different issues; some
opposed pollution, some took up
the issue of elephant menace, and
some fought against deforestation.
But now all are fighting for one
issue; all are united and opposing
the state unitedly. This is an
important development.

She criticized the role of RSS
in Chattisgarh. RSS is criticizing
Naxalites for not attacking
churches. In many villages of
Ambikapur and Chirinari, they
organized a huge anti-Christian
campaign over the alleged rape of
a minor girl.

Overcrowding of Jails
Chhattisgarh has had the

highest rate of overcrowding jails
for the past 6 years. There are
15840 prisoners in Chattisgarh
Jails against the stated capacity of
6070.

Mr . Suvojit Bagchi, Kolkata
Bureau Chief of the Hindu

Another speaker in the
meeting was Mr. Suvojit Bagchi,
Kolkata Bureau Chief of the Hindu,
who was in Chattisgarh for a
considerable period as a
correspondent of the Hindu. He
gave some interesting insights into
the role of newspapers, particularly
those owned by big corporate
houses. He said, in Chattisgarh not
a single national newspaper keeps
a full time correspondent. When a
massacre from any side occurs a
journalist from New Delhi who
does not know whether Raipur is
in the state of Madhya Pradesh or
Uttar Pradesh goes there to cover
the story or incident. No national
channel appoints a qualified
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journalist in Chattisgarh. Journalists
also habituated in extortions from
business houses, salwa judum
members and even from police
personnel. Interestingly, he said that
the news of salwa judum will be
first published in New York Times
rather than in any Indian
newspaper. He alleged that all the

newspapers generally withdraw
representatives when they have
settled and developed sufficient
contacts. None of the Hindi daily
appoints journalists on its pay role.
Journalists have to earn, based on
the commission earned by selling
newspaper. He explained that this

is the present condition of the
fourth estate of Indian democracy.

APDR expressed the
willingness to continue a campaign
throughout the year opposing state
atrocities in Chattisgarh and to
support the peoples’ movements
on peoples’ issues.

The Murder of Surjo Bagh

A four month pregnant migrant worker Ms. Surjo Bagh (32) was fatally
assaulted on Friday, 4th December 2015 by the owner and three
supervisors of Sri Venkateshwara Brick Kiln in Hanumanthinipeta village,
on the outskirts of Peddapally town, in Karmnagar district, in Telengana.
The Civil Liberties Committee fought against the murder and demanded

justice. The CLC state president
Prof Gaddam Laxman, General
Secretary Narayana Rao and Joint
Secretary Kumaraswamy met with
the Telengana Home Minister Naini
Narsimha Reddy on the issue;
demanded a probe into the murder
case with a sitting High Court
Judge and payment of Rs 25 Lakhs
ex-gratia to the family members of
the deceased. It was informed that
the owner of the kiln Babburi
Shyam Kumar, a native of
Peddapalli town and supervisors
— Udab Maaji, Anthuram Sunani,
Dhananjay Jagath of Seenapalli in
Napad district of Odisha— were
booked under Section 304 Part II
of the Indian Penal Code. The CLC
however requested the concerned
authorities to covert the case into
Section 302 of the IPC.

CPDR on Occupy UGC Protests

CPDR condemn the Police violence against Occupy UGC
protesters and demand the Non-NET fellowships should be

restored, increased and expanded.

Thousands of students thronged the capital, Delhi on 9th December
responding to a call by Occupy UGC and marched towards the Parliament
demanding restoration and hike of the Non Net UGC fellowship given
to research scholars which was scrapped earlier in a controversial
decision taken by MHRD. The Non-NET fellowship is a fellowship of
Rs 5,000 per month for 18 months to M Phil students and Rs 8,000 per
month for four years to PhD students at the central and other universities.

Students also condemned India’s move to privatise education which
is hands in glove with the neo-liberal agenda of the WTO. The peaceful
march was stopped by the police at various locations; but the 2500

strong rally marched on. At around
5 p.m. when they reached Ashoka
Road near Le Meridien, water
cannons and tear gas were used
to disperse the rally. Students were
beaten up and women were
brutally manhandled, put into buses
and detained in Parliament Street
Police Station. Students were
sexually assaulted, and lathis were
shoved in private parts. Many have
sustained grave injuries. About 500
students were detained and
students were assaulted and
provoked even within custody.
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Committee for Protection of
Democratic Rights (CPDR)
General Secretary Dr. Anand
Teltumbde along with others like
Prof. Hargopal and Prof. Anil
Sadgopal and many activist and
professors from Delhi were
present to safeguard the students
from further brutality.

CPDR strongly condemned

the act of Delhi police and use of
violence against the students, and
demanded that the Non-NET
fellowships should be restored,
increased and expanded. CPDR
also urged the democratic forces
to respond and stand up against
the increasing state violence
against the marginalized and
vulnerable sections of populations.

Women of  Manipur
Rise Up For United Struggle

CPDM Statement on the occasion of the commemoration of
Manipur  Women’s War 1939

On the occasion of the commemoration of the Manipur Women’s War
1939 on 12 December, the Campaign for Peace & Democracy (Manipur)
hails high the historical resistances that the women of Manipur had
carried out during the British colonial period. At the same time, CPDM
acknowledges and pays homage to the courage, commitment and selfless
contribution of the women democratic forces in Manipur who are
fighting injustice and asserting democratic rights. May your democratic
voices spread across the borders and be remembered in the canon of
resistance history.

To recollect, it was on this day, in 1939, that a bulk of aggrieved
women in the capital Imphal, largely composed of famine affected petty-
traders, launched an agitation to immediately impose an embargo on
the British policy of exporting rice which had created the famine. In the
following months, agitation became widespread and targeted British
Indian monopoly traders (Marwaris), rice mills owned by them and
their local rice suppliers. The agitation added to the tempo of rural anti-
tax agitations and it culminated into a popular struggle for a responsible
government. The December event came to be known as the Second
Women’s War; the first being occurred in 1904, when women rose in
agitation to boycott colonial punitive measures directed against
recalcitrant princes and collective forced labour imposed on men to
avenge certain sporadic ‘incendiarism’. In all these events of 1904,
1939 and the Zelianrong movement under the leadership of Gaidinliu
from 1931 onwards, women had played leading roles.

After the annexation of Manipur by India in 1949, the latter’s
geo-strategic-market interests and ‘national’ security concerns have
created a situation of misrule and humiliation amongst the Manipur
patriots. Many women could not remain unaffected when; (a) their
‘nation’ was subdued and denied statehood (1950- 1971); (b) Kabow
Valley was arbitrarily ceded away to appease a neighbouring country
(1953); (c) there was militarisation and violation of human rights (e.g.,

Armed Forces Special Powers Act
in 1958 and other repressive
laws); (d) there was
underdevelopment and capture of
market by the ‘outside’ market
forces; (e) unregulated immigrants
were causing negative impacts on
land ownership, labour market and
‘indigenous’ culture; (f) there
were displacement and destruction
as land and natural resources were
no longer under their ‘social’
control; (g) divisive policies were
creating communal tensions and
sectarian conflicts, and; (h) the
peoples were subjected to
corruption, oppression and misrule
by the local regimes composed of
the parasitic rentier bourgeoisies
that were are promoted and
protected by Delhi regime.

Against the backdrop of the
scenario, many women took up
arms to join insurgency to fight for
their respective ‘sovereign’
‘nationhood’. Some of them
became ‘martyrs’ at young age and
some others are in the jails. Several
innocent women fought against
tortures and penalties, arbitrarily
imposed on them because each
was either a ‘suspect’ or her
husbands (if not fiancée) were an
insurgent or she was sympathetic
to the cause of insurgency. Many
women whose husbands or
children or dear ones or relatives
were forced disappeared or killed
or incapacitated in fake encounters
are fighting for justice. Many
women who are organised into
human rights vigilant groups and
civil society organisations are
fighting injustice and for the
protection of human rights. At the
same time, many women
(including school and collegiate
students) who are on the forefront
of popular agitations for social,
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economic and political rights were
either killed or wounded or
disabled in brutal police
repressions.

Although the tradition of
resistance prevails; the women’s
democratic forces operate in a
fragmented society that is disunited
due to vested ethnic (communal),
party, partisan, sectarian,
individual and political interests.
Women’s resistances and
democratic assertions, therefore,
occurred in different regions in
different times and led by different
forces; thereby, sporadically
organised, localised, sectarian, and
some of them ended with self-
defeating tactics. There is no
unified command structure; no
common ideological, strategic and
tactical position to strive for a
collective goal across
communities, sections, and
regions. Inasmuch as there is lack
of internal cohesion, there is also
lack of ‘internationalism’ as many
do not endeavour to relate their
struggle with the international
movement against imperialism,
neo-liberal exploitation and local
reactions; except some
breakthrough in
internationalisation of certain
selective issues by the NGO
networks that operate within the
framework of international human
rights movement.

Despite weaknesses and
shortcomings; women’s
resistances against misrule and
struggles for justice at different
layers, locations, sectors, times
and issues constitute a general
trend that deserves commendation.
Instead of being completely fallen
to become silently submissive to
injustice, there are women who
resist and fight for justice in their

own ways. Their actions exemplify progressive role; as these expose
the bourgeoisie misrule, keep the spirit of resistance alive, and pose
some forms of threat to the regime. We valorise these resistances with
the hope that these can keep the door open to future consolidation of
common goal towards building a society free from subjugation,
exploitation and oppression.

 Long live Women’s War 1939
Solidarity to the Manipur Women’s Democratic Struggle

CPDM
9 December 2015

Supreme Court’s Ruling on Haryana
Panchayati Raj Case

A Case of “Contempt of People”
PUDR expresses deep concern over the recent Supreme Court ruling
on the Haryana Panchayati Raj (Amendment) Act, 2015. On Human
Rights Day, 10th December 2015, the apex court upheld five
disqualifications laid down in the Act to particularly exclude those who
are without specified educational qualifications, without a functional
toilet in their homes, in debt, had arrears of electricity bills and had
criminal charges framed against them, from contesting the elections to
the Panchyati Raj. By this measure, Panchayati Raj – an institution
designed for providing the much needed mechanism of self-rule at the
local levels— stands eroded in spirit and substance. By excluding the
uneducated, the indebted and those without a toilet, the judgment not
only takes away the right of those thus disqualified, but also the right of
every other citizen to elect a representative of their choice. This is so,
because the Haryana Act as well as the apex court judgment disqualifies
the candidature of more than 50 per cent of the rural population, vastly
comprised of women and Dalit. In our society, where economic and
educational deprivation, more often than not, overlap with caste and
gender based discrimination, the judgment upholds a Hindutva elitist
morality at the cost of constitutional morality. By placing poverty and
illiteracy on par with criminal charges as reason for disqualification,
the judgment shows a real contempt of people.

The burden of argument in the judgment is to establish, that the
right to stand in election is a political right but not a fundamental right,
and therefore, not entitled to the same protection as a fundamental
right. A second aspect is one of legislative competence. The
Representation of the People Act outlaying criteria regarding contesting
elections renders qualifications like education, economic status, etc.
redundant. However, the panchayat elections are not covered under
this Act and the Haryana state legislature has deviously used the loophole
in the law to devise disqualifications, since the constitution allows it to
do so. But neither the distinction between political and fundamental
rights nor the issue of legislative competence justifies the validation of
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hierarchy of classes of people
based on elitist considerations of
eligibility rights. By creating two
classes of citizens, one which can
vote but not govern and the other
which can do both, the judgment
reduces franchise to a mere
statutory privilege which can be
subjected to whims of those who
hold political power. Thus, the
judgement makes the right to
represent a privilege for those who
have historically played the role of
feudal leaders by dint of their
caste- and sex-derived educational
status and economic power.

A similar move made earlier by
the Rajasthan government, to
amend the law by introducing
functional toilets and Class VIII
pass mandatory for the post of
sarpanch and Class V pass as
minimum for the post of Zila
Parishad, had equally shown
disregard for the constitutional
values of equality and freedom and
demonstrated the cunning and
elitist attempt of lawmakers to
disenfranchise large masses of the
rural poor, women and Dalit. As
much as PUDR is frustrated by
such attempts of the legislators, it
is even more alarmed by our
highest court’s dangerous move
towards violating the basic
principle of equality of citizenship
that is the core of a true
democracy. We call upon the
conscience keepers of our nation
to re-examine its own decision,
and prevent the avoidable mistake
when it is still not too late.

Megha Bahl
Sharmila Purkayastha
(Secretaries PUDR)

16th December 2015

Annual General Body Meeting of PUDR

The People’s Union for Democratic Rights organized its Annual General
Body Meeting on 20 December 2015 in the presence of PUDR activists
and the larger fraternity of civil liberties and democratic rights. The
Annual report was tabled in front of the gathering detailing the work
taken up by PUDR in the year 2015. PUDR conducted about 18
investigations and fact findings last year on communal issues, workers
condition and slum demolition, state atrocities, etc. Eight fact finding
reports were published based upon the investigations. Work with
fraternal organizations like CDRO, JCDR, APDR, CLC was undertaken
on the issue of state repression in form of public meetings and protest
demonstrations. One of the major focuses last year was on the issue
of political prisoner on which PUDR organized its annual Ramanadham
Lecture. It continued to intervene in cases of death sentence in form
of parchas, public meetings, press statements, etc. against award of
death penalty in cases of Nithari killings, Red Fort attack, the charge
of rape and murder on Dhanonjoy Chatterjee, etc. PUDR also took
forward its struggle against the undemocratic law, the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act through a report on functioning of UAPA
tribunals and an implement in Supreme Court for a review of the law.

The elections for the PUDR Executive 2016 were held in which
Deepika Tandon and Moushumi Basu were elected as secretaries,
Anushka Singh was elected the treasurer and Jawahar Raja, Shomona
Khanna, Ujjwal Kumar Singh, Harsh Kapoor and Anil Chamarya were
elected as Executive members. The elections were followed by
discussion and suggestions on the work to be carried on by PUDR in
the next year.

Pre-planned Murder of Bhim Tank by Brutally
Cutting Apart His Limbs

‘The pre-planned murder of Bhim Tank by brutally cutting apart his
limbs at Doda’s Farm House at Abohar is not possible without active
connivance of Shiv Lal Doda and Amit Doda; because, even a bird
cannot flutter at the castle like farm house of Shiv Lal Doda without his
permission’ asserted Mr. A.K Maleri President and Mr. Jagmohan Singh
General Secretary of the Association for Democratic Rights Punjab
(AFDR). The assertion was made while releasing the fact finding report
of the Association’ here today (26 December, 2015). The act of terming
this brutal tragedy as ‘a gang war’ or ‘small incident’ in Parliament by
Mrs. Harsimrat Kaur Badal is nothing less than shameless patronization
of Shiv Lal Doda. As per the information collected by five member
committee of AFDR, Shiv Kumar Doda, once in very small business of
selling ice at a rehri, reportedly left Abohar for Delhi about 30 years ago
after getting entangled in a knife stabbing case. About 10-15 years ago
came back and constructed a 30-35 acre big farm house on
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Hanumangarh road at about 5 Km
from Abohar. And he is now a
well-known name in Punjab’s
liqour business circles. In 2012
Assembly election, he lost by 7000
votes after getting 46000 votes
while official joint candidate of
SAD and BJP combine Mr. Laxmi
Bhad of BJP could get only 9000
votes. This fact proves that he had
strong secret support of Akali Dal
Badal.

About five years ago, Amit
Doda hired Bhim Tank in the
business. Taking advantage of
Bhim Tank’s strong physique, Amit
Doha got him involved in some
illegal activities of the business.
Thus, Bhim Tank become a close
confidant of Doda family. A
gangster’s image of Bhim Tank,
moulded under close patronage of
Doda family, helped them to
expand their liquor business empire
in Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan.
But due to some reasons, Bhim
Tank severed his links with this
family. Perhaps this action became
the reason for his brutal murder.
As told by the people, the centre
of suspicion is Shiv Lal Doda in
some other murder and criminal
cases of Abohar city and outside
areas also. The present incident,
his meteoric rise in liquor business
starting from very humble stage
and accumulation of huge wealth,
all point towards his habit of
patronizing the gangsters. Visit of
Punjab’s deputy chief minister at
his farm house and his discharging
the duties as Halqa in charge of
ruling party are all signs of his
political clout. The close relations
of SAD with mafia gangs is an
open secret. AFDR is of the view
that the leaders of mafia gangs
such as Shiv Lal Doda entice
unemployed youths like Bhim
Tank with the glamour of earning

easy money and these young men
are used for committing murders,
illegal, anti-social, criminal and
other such activities to further their
business interests. If any of such
youth tries to sever links with the
gang, he is brutally killed to
terrorize the public. The inability
of the present anti-people political
system in not providing a
meaningful employment to the
youth and thus compelling them
to join such gangs, is the real
cause of this phenomenon.

The facts such as local SHO
residing at the same farm house,
overlooking of the anti-social
activities of their gang by the local
police, registering of FIR of rape
after delay of many hours, very
late arrival of the police at site of
crime and registering of FIR of
crime after lapse of more than 16
hours, not including the names of
main conspirators in the police
case and adopting delaying tactics

for arresting them are all such facts
which put the role of police under
suspicion. Suspensions or
transfers of police officials are
mere eyewash. This case has come
to limelight due to public pressure
and ruling party’s role in patronizing
such gangs and keeping their links
with such gangs a secret is not a
new phenomenon.

AFDR demands that besides
others, Shiv Lal Doda and Amit
Doda must also be booked for the
murder of Bhim Tank and Shiv Lal
Doda be arrested without further
delay. To unravel the nexus of
liquor mafia, police and political
leaders which has become a threat
for public safety, a high level
enquiry be got conducted from a
sitting High Court judge in which
murder, other criminal cases
related to Shiv Lal Doda and his
huge property be also included. For
impartial enquiry it is necessary to
immediately seal his farm house.

Punjab Government is Responsible for the
Communal Flare Up

‘Punjab Government and its administration is mainly responsible for
the communal flare up of the social and political atmosphere of Punjab
and for violation of democratic rights of people in the aftermath of the
incidents of desecration of Sri Guru Granth Sahib’. This statement
was made by Prof. Ajmer Singh Aulakh,Patron and Mr Narbhinder singh
State organizing Secretary of the Association for Democratic Rights
Punjab (AFDR) while releasing its fact finding report related to the
Bargari incidents.

After investigating all the aspects of this episode, the AFDR
concluded that such incidents are a pre-planned conspiracy to mislead
the consciousness and strength of the people to organize and derail
their agitations by inciting their religious sentiments. Acts of not pursuing
the theft case of Sri Guru Granth Sahib seriously, not taking the finger-
prints from the communal posters that appeared after the theft and
from the torn-up pages of Granth Sahib, not getting these posters
forensically examined and instead indulging in nonsense activities such
as draining out village ponds instead of tracking the movements of
culprits through mobile tower locations and many more such incidents
cast doubt over the role of the police and indicates that there is something
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wrong at the bottom.
The flavor of language used

in the posters does not seem to be
that of Premies -the followers of
Dera Sacha Sauda. Without taking
into consideration the religious
sentiments of people who were
protesting peacefully at Kotkpura
and Behbal Kalan, not following the
rules and regulations and resorting
to indiscriminate firing without
any provocation and warning is a
clear cut criminal activity
committed by the police which
later became main cause for
further deterioration of the
situation.

The action of arresting
Rupinder Singh and Jaswinder
Singh of village Panj-Graiin and
then releasing them after a few
days by declaring them innocent
smacks of Punjab Government’s
strategy to save the real culprits.
The role of the Home Minister of
the state is also doubtful. The role
of Sikh religious body- SGPC-
which is infamous for getting false
cases registered and for resorting
to firing for taking possessions of
Gurdwara properties and lands,
was also regressive during this
episode. The occurrence of
desecration incidents at regular
intervals after the Bargari incident
may also be a ploy to divert attention
away from the real culprits.
Sparing the police authorities who
commit the atrocities from the
punishment in the garb of
extending financial help to the
victim families has become a
regular feature of state policy in
recent years. Further it is not clear
whether the issue of police
atrocities has been included into
unambiguous terms of reference
of the judicial commission, set up
for enquiring into this episode.

To resolve the case of Sacha

Sauda according to the needs of
the vote politics of Akali Dal Badal,
is a glaring example of misuse of
religion for political ends. It has
created bitterness many a times in
the social atmosphere of Punjab.

The fanatics, instead of tracing
out the culprits, have tried to divide
the Hindus and Sikhs and put
Punjab once again into the black
era by promoting their concept of
creation of state based on religion,
and issuing religious edicts not to
celebrate Divali. Opposition parties
are repeating the history by
encouraging them. During these
incidents the spirit of the people
of Punjab in maintaining unity and
communal harmony negating the
conspiratorial and provocative
atmosphere is an important positive
fact. A number of mass and
democratic organizations of
Punjab organized peace and
goodwill processions on a large
scale in villages and cities
demanding immediate arrest of the
culprits.

Association for Democratic
Rights demands that an enquiry of
the incidents ranging from the theft
of Guru Granth Sahib to the Sarbat
Khalsa should be held by some
honorable justice. The ministers,
political leaders and police officials
guilty of this episode should be
identified and duly punished. A
judicial inquiry should be
conducted to look into the matters
of sabotaging the powerful
struggles of the farmers, farm
labourers, employees, unemployed
and poor people for their genuine
demands and problems, the
conspiratorial incidents of
sacrilege to divert the attention of
the people towards provocation
and division among themselves.
Prevention of Damage to the Public
and Private Property Bill passed

under the pretext of the incident
and amendments in Article 295A
of IPC should be scrapped. The
practice of arming the police with
highly destructive weapons to
torture and suppress the people
and providing the right to
intelligence agencies to intervene
into even the privacy of the people
should be stopped.

To stop this recurring
phenomenon the intervention of
religion into politics and vice versa
should be completely stopped.
Social boycott of one section of
the people by the other on the basis
of caste, religion and belief should
be considered punishable offence.
The need of the hour is to beware
of the undemocratic forces
dividing the people on the basis of
caste, religion and community,
forming state on the basis of
religion, imposing oppressive ban
on eating and clothing habits of the
people and making social relations
by them. People should highlight
their right of self-expression and
speech. Questions should be
asked to the politicians to clarify
their role in the incidents whenever
they turn up in their villages or
cities.

The members of the fact
finding team were; State Vice
president Shri Bagga Singh, Dr.
Perminder, Narbhinder, Pritpal
Singh, advocate Rajiv Lohtvaddi,
Advocate N. K. Jeet, Rajinder
Singh, and Karamjeet.

Issued by
Prof. Ajmer Singh (Patron)
Prof. Jagmohan Singh (General
Secretary)

AFDR, Punjab

Mansa:
December 29, 2015
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Press Statement Based on the Fact Finding in
Various Tea Gardens in West Bengal

‘PARIBAR TAN’ made no change over the condition of Tea
Gardens of North Bengal.

The first impression of Central fact finding team of APDR, West
Bengal.

A Central Fact Finding Team of APDR investigated the condition
of laborers of six tea gardens of Terai and Dooars regions of North
Bengal. It was carried out against the backdrop of reported inhuman
conditions and continuous death rally of plantation workers and
employees of North Bengal. The six tea gardens are: Bagrakoat, Sonali,
Kohinoor, Hantapara, Dhumchipara and Madhu. Among these six
gardens two, Kohinoor and Madhu, have been closed. Three (Barakoat,
Hantapara, Dhumchipara) are under undeclared closure. Sonali is running
in a sick condition. Though we had much information in our hand yet
we decided to visit the gardens with the following objectives:

1. To investigate the role of the Central and State governments
over supplying minimum necessities of life.

2. To see whether any judicial investigation is necessary there too
like that of Assam.

3. To investigate the violation of Tea Act and problems of
implementation of other labour laws.

4. To investigate over the complaints of violation of Plantation
Labour Act of 1951.

5. To investigate over the complaints of non-payment of PF and
gratuity.

6. To assess the level of understanding of workers and base level
Trade Union workers regarding the rights of the tea labourers.

Mor eover, we kept in mind,
a. Supreme Court direction on 06. 08. 2010 regarding take-over of

tea gardens.
b. Assurances given by various state governments.
c. Role of Kolkata High Court over the tea gardens.
We were to study, whether there is any positive development have

found in the tea garden area due to these steps or whether there is any
indications of future developments. We were interested to know the
result of the steps taken by various political and social organisations
(particularly Trade Unions) in reality

Our observations:
1. In each and every Tea Garden workers expressed their

displeasure, deprivation and pains whole heartedly.
2. State Government and main Trade Unions have completely failed

to fulfill their responsibility.

a. 80% of the announcements
made by Government have not
been implemented in the tea
gardens of North Bengal. For
instance, after being closed for
fifteen months no other monetary
aid has been introduced to the
affected workers of Madhu Tea
Garden. Workers avail the
payments only for three days
though they worked six days
under 100 days work programme
of MGNREGS. Never and
nowhere the target of reaching 100
days of work in a year is seen to
be practiced.

b. Benefits of Annapurna and
Antodoya Scheme have not
reached to the workers. Health
Centres of Tea Gardens have
totally closed. In fact, Health
Centres run by some NGOs are
the only means of health service
in these regions on what workers
have to depend. And permanent
workers are the least lucky who
can avail rice and wheat at Rs 2
per kg in an irregular manner
though Government committed to
supply it for all. An agitation among
the workers has been developed
for such conditions and ration as
well. Temporary workers have
deprived even from their ration
.Workers of some garden even do
not get rice and wheat at Rs 2 per
kg. Water scarcity is in a terrible
condition in the gardens .Many of
the gardens have no electricity.
Due to the absence of electricity,
even NGO run health camps fail
to make health examinations of the
labourers. Candidates of
Madhyamik and Higher secondary
Board examinations are also the
extreme sufferer of this problem.

3. Death Rally is continuing.
No efforts are seen to find the real
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cause of death. In fact, we found
a picture of chronic mal nutrition
in workers’ lives. It was quite
evident. But the Government is
totally indifferent to assess the
continuous and chronic nature of
mal nutrition. Neither any survey
nor any investigation has made by
the Government. The ruling party
Government is stating whatever
they wish to say about the real
cause of death of the workers and
their family members. Even if
some poor statement saying made
by them as, ‘deaths due to drink
liquor’ have been issued. Such
statement distinctly expresses the
irresponsibility of the Government.

4. Workers receive a daily
wage of Rs. 122.50, in the running
gardens. This amount is
insufficient for their economic
survival. The allied force of
Government - Owners -Trade
Union leaders has fixed this wage
and the workers are being
compelled to be a part of their
deprivation. Such inhuman
practice is ongoing. A higher level
of corruption and poor standard
food quality have been reported
from many gardens.

5. Workers are not conscious
at all about their rights.
Government and owners are
enjoying advantages of their
ignorance. Even established Trade
Union leaders do not pay interest
to answer the questions arising by
the conditions -yet it should.

6. Garden managers, of the
closed gardens which have not
declared closure, are imposing two
policies in different gardens. In
some gardens they say that they
cannot supply electricity due to the
lack of land patta whereas in some
places electricity is supplied even

without patta, but workers are
forced to pay bills.

Conclusion made by the fact
finding team:

In a single sentence we may
conclude, in all the gardens either
closed or even not declared closure
but closed actually the question of
life and livelihood of the tea
workers and their families are in a
dangerous position. The
Government without trying to
stand for workers are hell bent
upon proving that there is ‘no mal-
nutrition’ in the tea gardens.
Workers of the closed mills are
going to distant places in search
of jobs. We cannot deny the
possibility of danger for the
women workers, who may fall in
the trap of any dishonest clings.

Why isn’t the Government
trying to realise the legal dues like
PF or gratuity? We haven’t got the
answer of it. Government can take
legal steps if they desire.

The workers and employees
of closed gardens or almost closed
gardens of North Bengal are
deprived from food, clothing,
shelter, health and education -all the
basic needs of life. But by
overlooking the fact the State
Government is denying its
responsibility. Instead of solving
the problems, State and Central
Governments are bringing in
lawlessness and anarchy by not
paying any serious attention over
the problems.

Our Demands:
1. Right to life is undeniable

as assured in fundamental rights
of our Constitution. Right to life
of the tea garden workers in North
Bengal is definitely denied.

Governments at Centre and State
should therefore fulfill their duties
to overcome this situation.

2. A proper fact finding by an
independent agency is necessary
to ascertain the actual cause
behind the pathetic condition of the
workers and to find the actual state
of the tea gardens.

3 .If the owners of the gardens
are found responsible (every
chance is there) Government must
take up punishment measures
against the owners, without any
hesitation.

4. In the garden, whether it is
open or closed, workers do not get
PF or gratuity or PS rule.
Government must act to pay them
their dues. Government is
responsible for it and it should act
to punish the guilty.

5. Government must introduce
all Government financial and social
security measures in all tea
gardens.

6. In every civilised and
democratic society, Government is
duly bound to arrange education,
health, food, work and child rights
for its citizens. The Central and
State Governments are bound to
fulfill their obligations in tea
gardens of North Bengal too.

7. We expect the
Governments to rise over petty
politics and steps keeping in mind,
measures announced in Universal
Declarations of Human Rights.

Conducted by APDR, West Bengal.
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