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P R E S S    RE L E A S E 

Kolkata: Feb. 24, 2016  

On 22 February 2016, we had sent a text message to the District 
Magistrate of Bastar, Chhattisgarh, and expressing concern over the chemical 
attack on human rights defender Soni Sori. The DM responded, following 
which we had a series of text message exchange. The DM said that the attack 
could have been made by the Naxalites. He went further to disclose that about 
50 Naxalites have been killed by “our forces” in the current year (= one killing 
per day). We apprehend that there is not only a move to shift the blame for 
the attack on the Naxalites, but also a hint that making it a pretext for more 
extra-judicial killings. We demand a judicial inquiry into all the killings 
mentioned by the DM. Even if these killings are claimed to be the result of 
“encounters”, all the facts must be made including whether the directives of 
the National Human Rights Commission and the Supreme Court of India have 
been followed in each of these cases. We also note with disgust that the high 
administrative official did not hesitate to make the false claim that “She has 
been treated well and discharged from hospital in the morning” while she was 
lying on her bed at the ICU of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital in Delhi. 

We release the entire correspondence in public interest: 

 
APDR: We just recd the news that rights activist Soni Sori was physically assaulted as threatened & 

pledged earlier by some goons hands in gloves with some policemen in Bastar. Plz  act to her security 

and treatment as expected in a just rule of law. 

 

DM-Baster: Don’t make stories and wild accusations. She might well have been attacked by naxals. 

She has been treated well and discharged from hospital in the morning. 

 

APDR: No matter whether perpetrators are Naxals or some others: the culprits must be arrested & 

Soni’s FIR accepted by the police. Thanks for response. 

 

DM-Baster: We r working on it. Almost 50 naxalites have been killed by our forces in 2016. We ll 

find the culprits. 

 

APDR: killing doesn’t prove anyone’s guilt: accused needs to be booked under law and given a fair 

trial as Chhattisgarh is not a declared war zone even today. thanks for the information. 

(Dhiraj Sengupta) 
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