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To          Kolkata:  May 2, 2016         

Mr Nasim Zaidi       

Chief Election Commissioner of India 

 

Sub: Concern over the conduct of security personnel 

in West Bengal Assembly elections 2016. 

 

Sir, 

We are shocked by the arbitrary and unnecessary use of force by both central and 

state security personnel in the ongoing elections to the West Bengal Assembly. 

In the most recent instances, there have been complaints during the polling on 30 

April 2016 that the central paramilitary personnel have beaten up a physically 

challenged young woman and her family members in Baruipur, South 24-Parganas, 

a physically challenged young man at Bainchi, Pandua, in Hooghly district, and 

even a child in Canning, South 24-Parganas. 

Television news has also shown the central forces raiding neighbourhoods, kicking 

on people’s doors and ruining cooking by women on the pretext that they were 

preparing food for “party workers”, as if it was a crime. 

Police personnel have been shown on television slapping and beating both men and 

women at random, purportedly to prevent political workers from crowding polling 

stations, while they could easily have been removed from the spot without 

assaulting them. 

Earlier, on 25 April, an officer of the Kolkata Police of the rank of a deputy 

commissioner had repeatedly slapped a confectioner in north Kolkata for keeping 

his shop open on the polling day. 

While we want the elections to be free and fair, it is not acceptable that trained 

personnel in uniform should indulge in violence themselves in order to enforce the 

law. Besides being illegal, such behaviour only promotes militarisation of the 

electoral process which is detrimental to democracy. Violence and coercion by 

hoodlums sheltered by the political parties has become a feature during elections. 

Nothing can be more unfortunate if the peacekeepers, too, conduct themselves in a 
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lawless manner. The civil society should adopt a zero-tolerance attitude to this 

dangerous trend. The Election Commission must deal with such transgressions 

strictly and remind its personnel that they should show evidence of their training, 

discipline and knowledge of the law rather than brute muscle power. 

Expecting a response from you, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

(Dhiraj Sengupta) 

  
 

CC: Mr Sunil Kumar Gupta, Chief Electoral Officer, West Bengal 
 
 


