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IN THE HIGH COURT OF CHHATTISGARH AT BILASPUR 

WRIT PETITION (Criminal) NO.     /2018 

PETITIONERS:    Sulo Kashyap 

VERSUS 

RESPONDENTS:             State of Chhattisgarh & Others 

SYNOPSIS  

This Petition pertains to the brutal and extra-judicial cold blooded killing of 

Petitioner No.1’s Son, Arjun Kashyap/ Madkami s/o Sulo Kashyap, r/o 

Chandameta, Darbha, District- Bastar aged approximately 18 years, by 

police and security forces, on the pretext of an anti-Naxal operation.On 

August 16,2016 Bastar police claimed that a Maoists’ Jan-Militia 

commander, Arjun, was gunned down by Composite forces of security 

forces, which included DRG (District Reserve Group), STF (Special Task 

Force) and district force, in the forests of Chandameta under Darbha police 

station limits of the district on 16th August 2016, morning after an hour-

long gunbattle with the Maoists. They claimed that the deceased Arjun had 

been involved in three major incidents – triggering an explosion on a 

government ambulance in 2014 in Kamanar that left seven dead, including 

five jawans of the Central Reserve Police Force, the murder of a former 

village sarpanch of Koleng in May 2015, and the killing of a villager from 

Kandanar village in August this year. 

The Petitioner is the father of the deceased and vociferously disputes this 

police version and contends that an unarmed adivasi young man Arjun was 

forcibly picked up by the police from his house on the night of the 15th 

August 2015 and killed in cold blood by the security forces. The petitioner 

claims that Arjun was a 19 year old young man, who was already battling 

false charges of being a naxalite in a case in which he was arrested in May 

2015, after which he was first illegally detained at Jagdalpur Central Jail 

and then kept in the Juvenile Home, Jagdalpur. He was granted bail by the 



Juvenile Justice Board in December 2015. Since then he had been present 

continuously in the Juvenile Justice Board for his case hearing.  Arjun was 

a school-going boy when he had been arrested in 2015, who had passed 

his 9th standard in 2013 after which he filled the form to give exam for his 

10th boards but was unable to owing to health issues. He was intending to 

finish his 10th class but couldn’t as a result of his false arrest in 2015.  

The petitioners further submit that after the cold-blooded murder of his 

son he alongwith his family members were threatened and intimidated by 

the police to not file any complaint. The two sisters of the deceased were 

forcibly picked up by the police, shown as surrendered naxalites and 

forcibly detained at the Livelihood College. The Petitioner has also been 

picked up various times and beaten up, threatened, and even offered land 

and job in exchange of keeping silent. As a result of the continued 

harassment by the police, the family of the deceased had to relocate to 

another village.  

This case highlights not only a brutal murder of a young adivasi boy but 

also the complete breakdown of the law and order situation in Bastar. 

Hence, the Petitioners pray for an independent judicial inquiry into this 

cold blooded murder, additionally disciplinary proceedings be taken against 

the errant officers and their superiors and monetary compensation to the 

family of the deceased. Further, the petitioners seek directions by the court 

to the Police and security forces to ensure his the safety and protection, 

amongst other things. 

LIST OF DATES 

Date Event  

16.5.2015 The deceased minor Arjun Kashyap misses his pick-up while 

on his way from Tokapal to Chandametta and is arrested by 

police officers while he was walking on his way back to 

catch his pick-up.

18.5.2015 The Petitioner is informed that his son Arjun has been 

produced before the Jagdalpur Court in a false case. 



26.5.2015 After an inquiry into the age of Arjun, the case was 

transferred to Juvenile Justice Board, Bastar by orders of 

Additional Sessions Judge, Bastar.

19.8.2015 Arjun Kashyap transferred from Central Jail to Juvenile 

Home after being kept illegally in jail for 3 months. The 

Juvenile Board in its order admitted its error by keeping a 

minor in adult prison. 

23.12.2015 Arjun Kashyap is granted a bail order by Juvenile Justice 

Board, Bastar.

30.12.2015 Arjun Kashyap is released from Juvenile Home, Bastar on 

bail. 

10.2.2016 Arjun Kashyap appears in Juvenile Board for his hearing.

23.3.2016 Arjun Kashyap appears in Juvenile Board for his hearing.

18.5.2016 Arjun Kashyap appears in Juvenile Board for his hearing.

29.6.2016 Arjun Kashyap and State absent in Juvenile Board for his 

hearing.

27.7.2016 Arjun Kashyap appears in Juvenile Board for his hearing. 

Next date of hearing set on 31.8.2016

15.8.2016 At 7 am in the morning, police force visits Chandametta. 

Two police personnel from Darbha Police Station visit the 

petitioner’s house enquiring about his son, Arjun Kashyap. 

At around 12 in the night, police came to the Petitioner’s 

house, and forcibly bound and picked up Arjun Kashyap.  

16.8.2016 The petitioner’s son Arjun Kashyap is murdered by Police 

and security forces. 

17.8.2016 The petitioner alongwith his wife Sanki, Masse, Jeebo, 

Bukko the wife of the deceased Paiku, detained at Darbha 

Police Station for the entire day. The petitioner is handed 

over the body of Arjun Kashyap at Darbha Police Station in 

the night.

18.8.2016 The body of Arjun Kashyap is cremated by his kith and kin.
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22.8.2016 The petitioner alongwith the rest of the family moves to 

Palenar, Kilepal Block because of the mounting police 

pressure and threats on the family. 

29.8.2016 The Petitioners’ daughter, Jhunki is forcibly picked up by the 

police.  

Petitioner files an application in the local court after which 

they were informed by the police that Jhunki was shown as 

surrendered naxalite and was being kept at Livelihood 

college, Dantewada. 

7.11.2016 The petitioner’s daughter Jhunki is released from Livelihood 

College, Dantewada after being forcibly kept there for 3 

months. 

8.11.2016 The petitioner is called to the Darbha P.S. where he is 

brutally beaten by the police officers and kept in police 

custody for 3 weeks. 

Year 2017 The petitioner is consistently pressurised to not file a case 

about the extra-judicial killing of his son, Arjun Kashyap. The 

police attempts to lure the petitioner with promises of land 

and job in return for him not filing the petition. 

4.1.2018 This Petition filed.



IN THE HIGH COURT OF CHHATTISGARH AT BILASPUR 

WRIT PETITION (Criminal) NO.              OF 2018 

PETITIONERS: 

1. Sulo Kashyap s/o Lakhma, Age- 52 

years o ld , Tr ibe- Mad iya , R/o 

Chandameta, PS- Darbha, District- 

Bastar, Bilaspur, CG 

    Versus 

RESPONDENTS:   

1. State of Chhattisgarh, Through its Home 

Secretary, Mantralaya, Naya Raipur 

(CG), PIN - 492002 

2. Chhattisgarh State Police through 

Special Director General of Police (Anti-

Naxal Operations), Police Headquarters, 

Naya Raipur (CG), PIN – 492002 

3. Inspector General of Police, Bastar 

Range, Jagdalpur, District Bastar, 

Chhattisgarh (CG), PIN - 494001. 

4. Superintendent of Police, Bastar, District, 

Bastar, CG PIN –494001.  

WRIT PETITION UNDER ARTICLE 226 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF 

INDIA 

1. PARTICULARS OF THE PETITIONERS: 

As mentioned in the cause title 

2. PARTICULARS OF THE RESPONDENTS: 

 As mentioned in the cause title. 



3.(A) PARTICULARS OF THE ORDER AGAINST WHICH THE 

PRESENT PETITION IS BEING FILED: 

 The present Petition is filed against the arbitrary, unjust, illegal and 

unconstitutional extra-judicial killing of, Arjun Kashyap/Madkam, 

aged approx. 19 years, r/o Chandameta village, PS Darbha, District 

Bastar; by the joint team of STF and DRG along with local police 

engaged in anti-Naxal operations on the night of 15.8.2016. 

(B) SUBJECT MATTER IN BRIEF 

This Petition pertains to the brutal and extra-judicial cold blooded 

killing of Petitioner No.1’s Son, Arjun Kashyap/ Madkami s/o Sulo 

Kashyap, r/o Chandameta, Darbha, District- Bastar aged 

approximately 18 years, by police and security forces, on the pretext 

of an anti-Naxal operation.On August 16,2016 Bastar police claimed 

that a Maoists’ Jan-Militia commander, Arjun, was gunned down by 

Composite forces of security forces, which included DRG (District 

Reserve Group), STF (Special Task Force) and district force, in the 

forests of Chandameta under Darbha police station limits of the 

district on 16th August 2016, morning after an hour-long gunbattle 

with the Maoists. They claimed that the deceased Arjun had been 

involved in three major incidents – triggering an explosion on a 

government ambulance in 2014 in Kamanar that left seven dead, 

including five jawans of the Central Reserve Police Force, the murder 

of a former village sarpanch of Koleng in May 2015, and the killing 

of a villager from Kandanar village in August this year. 

The Petitioner is the father of the deceased and vociferously 

disputes this police version and contends that an unarmed adivasi 

young man Arjun was forcibly picked up by the police from his house 

on the night of the 15th August 2015 and killed in cold blood by the 

security forces. The petitioner claims that Arjun was a 19 year old 

young man, who was already battling false charges of being a 

naxalite in a case in which he was arrested in May 2015, after which 

he was first illegally detained at Jagdalpur Central Jail and then kept 

in the Juvenile Home, Jagdalpur. He was granted bail by the Juvenile 



Justice Board in December 2015. Since then he had been present 

continuously in the Juvenile Justice Board for his case hearing.  

Arjun was a school-going boy when he had been arrested in 2015, 

who had passed his 9th standard in 2013 after which he filled the 

form to give exam for his 10th boards but was unable to owing to 

health issues. He was intending to finish his 10th class but couldn’t 

as a result of his false arrest in 2015.  

The petitioners further submit that after the cold-blooded murder of 

his son he alongwith his family members were threatened and 

intimidated by the police to not file any complaint. The two sisters of 

the deceased were forcibly picked up by the police, shown as 

surrendered naxalites and forcibly detained at the Livelihood 

College. The Petitioner has also been picked up various times and 

beaten up, threatened, and even offered land and job in exchange 

of keeping silent. As a result of the continued harassment by the 

police, the family of the deceased had to relocate to another village.  

This case highlights not only a brutal murder of a young adivasi boy 

but also the complete breakdown of the law and order situation in 

Bastar. Hence, the Petitioners pray for an independent judicial 

inquiry into this cold blooded murder, additionally disciplinary 

proceedings be taken against the errant officers and their superiors 

and monetary compensation to the family of the deceased. Further, 

the petitioners seek directions by the court to the Police and security 

forces to ensure his the safety and protection, amongst other things. 

4. WHETHER CAVEAT FILED, IF YES, WHETHER COPY OF THE 

PETITION SUPPLIED TO THE CAVEATOR: 

 The Petitioners respectfully submit that no caveat has been filed to 

the knowledge of the Petitioners. 

5. DETAILS OF REMEDY EXHAUSTED: 

 The Petitioners have no other alternate or efficacious remedy except 

by way of filing the present writ petition. 



6. MATTER NOT PREVIOUSLY FILED OR PENDING WITH ANY 

OTHER COURT OF LAW: 

 There is no other matter filed or pending in any other court of law. 

7. DELAY IN FILING THE PETITION, IF ANY AND ITS 

EXPLANATION: 

 The extra-judicial execution of the deceased had taken place on the 

night between 15.8.2016 and 16.8.2016. Given the remoteness of 

the village, continuous threats and pressure by the state police on 

the family members of the deceased, they could not come out to file 

this petition earlier. Thus, there is no inordinate or unreasonable 

delay in filing the Petition. 

8. FACTS OF THE CASE: 

1. The Petitioner is the father of the deceased Arjun Kashyap who was 

killed by a joint team of STF, DRG and state police on the night 

between 15.8.2016 and 16.8.2016. Petitioner has 7 children, 2 sons 

and 5 daughters. 2 daughters are married and the other are young 

children who live with the petitioner. The deceased was the only 

child who had studied till 9th class and was his eldest son who 

alongside his studies was also working on the fields with the 

petitioner to help the family financially. 

2. Arjun i.e. the deceased was a young man aged 18 years old. He 

married young and has a wife Payko and son Krishna who is around 

1 year old. A true copy of Arjun’s Aadhaar card is marked and 

annexed here as Annexure P/2.  Inspite of financial difficulties, he 

was trying to finish his studies but was unable to as a result of his 

false arrest in 2015.  

3. On 15.5.2015, Arjun went to Tokapal Bazaar to sell a goat. On 

16.5.2015 he was returning from the market in a 407 pick-up. Hidma 

s/o Mangdu from Chandameta, who now resides in Kilepal was with 

him at that point. Around 11 pm, about 10 km from Netanaar, the 

pick-up stopped and Arjun got down to urinate. When he came back 



to the pickup, the pickup had left. He started running towards the 

pick-up but couldn’t catch it. Suddenly, some police officers who 

were passing by the area picked him up. When he didn’t return, 

Petitioner went to the market himself to inquire about his 

whereabouts. Some of the villagers and police officers present at the 

market told the Petitioner that police is camping at Koleng school 

and have kept Arjun there. Thereafter, Petitioner went to the school 

at Koleng where he asked about Arjun to police officers present 

there. The police told him that they will release Arjun after 

interrogation.  

4. The next day, i.e. on 17.5.2015, the petitioner again went to the 

school, where he was informed that the Police had taken Arjun to 

Darbha Police Station. Petitioner then went to Darbha Police Station, 

where the police refused to provide him any information about 

Arjun.  

5. On 18.5.2015, Petitioner, alongwith his lawyers went to the Court 

with the intention to file an application infront of the Magistrate 

under section 57 CrPC. The same was filed but later withdrawn as 

Arjun was presented the same day infront of the Additional Session 

Judge, Bastar, Jagdalpur, (C.G.) in an ongoing case ST No. 18/15 as 

a 30 year old man named Arjun s/o Kodi despite being 18 years and 

9 days old and his father’s name was Sulo. This discrepancy was 

immediately pointed out to the court orally. It was also pointed out 

that there is a likely a case of mistaken identity. He was then taken 

to Jagdalpur Jail for Judicial custody.  

6. On 19.5.2015, an application was filed in the Jagdalpur ADJ court 

under section 7(a) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act, 2000 claiming that Arjun was a juvenile on the date of 

commission of the alleged offence and thus as per section 2 (k) of 

the Juvenile Justice act, he should be treated as a juvenile and his 

case should be transferred to the Juvenile Justice Board. Copies of 

various documents from his school to show his age were submitted 

along with the application. 



7. After hearing the above mentioned application, ADJ court passed an 

order summoning the Principal of Arjun’s school alongwith the 

admission register. After analyzing the evidence produced by Arjun’s 

advocates on his behalf as well as the admission register, on 

26.5.2015, court observed that Arjun was indeed a juvenile and 

ordered for further commencement of further proceedings before 

the Juvenile Board. The police accordingly, pursuant to the order 

corrected changed the name of Arjun’s father’s to the Petitioner’s 

name and Arjun’s age in the chargesheet filed in the case. The said 

change can be clearly seen in the chargesheet. Further, it is to be 

noted that Arjun’s name was mentioned nowhere in the entire 

chargesheet except mention of some other Arjun aged 30 s/o Kodi 

in the list of absconding accused.  

8. On 27.5.2015, the case against Arjun began at the Juvenile Board, 

Jagdalpur. Certified copy of the order dated 27.5.2015 is annexed 

here as Annexure-P/3. Advocates on behalf of Arjun requested 

the Juvenile Board that since his age has been proved he should not 

be kept in the Central jail but be transferred to juvenile home and 

not doing so will be in violation of Section 10 of the Juvenile Justice 

Act. But despite this objection, as can be seen in the order dated 

27.5.15, the Juvenile Board still passed an order that the juvenile 

should continue staying in the jail. On the same date, Arjun’s first 

bail application was filed.  

9. On 5.8.15, the bail was rejected unjustly by the Juvenile Board in 

complete violation of Section 12 of the Juvenile Justice Act which 

clearly stated that bail in a juvenile’s case is mandatory. Infact the 

bail was rejected on the most absurd reasoning that Chandameta 

was a sensitive and naxal affected area and it’s in the interest of the 

child that he stays in the Juvenile Home. The reasoning did not fill 

any of the conditions that are required under section 12 of the Act.  

10. On 19.8.15, when the magistrate, who was on a maternity leave, 

returned to the board, an application was filed pointing out the 

illegality of his detention in the central jail and asking for Arjun’s 



transfer to the juvenile home. Recognizing the mistake made by the 

board before, the Magistrate immediately ordered Arjun’s transfer to 

the Juvenile home. The Magistrate observed that “on 27.5.15, the 

members of the board incorrectly sent the juvenile in conflict with 

law to the central jail.” Order sheet dated 19.8.15 is marked and 

annexed as Annexure-P/4.  

11. On 23.9.2015, inspite of the objections made by the advocate on 

behalf of Arjun that there was no prima facie case made out against 

him in the chargesheet, charges were framed against him. In the 

trial none of the prosecution witnesses could identify Arjun.  

12. On 16.12.15, his second bail application was filed and bail was 

eventually granted the same day. The magistrate in her order 

observed that in all the testimonies that have happened in front of 

the Board no facts have appeared against Arjun and that his further 

stay in jail will hamper his future since he is  a 10th class student. 

Magistrate further observed that Arjun is a permanent resident of 

the Bastar District and it does not appear that he will run away if 

granted bail.  

13. That it took the family few days to arrange for bail surety and after 

all the legal formalities Arjun was finally released from jail on 

30.12.15. 

14. That, after his release Arjun diligently appeared before the Juvenile 

Justice Board on all the hearing except one because of health issues 

up until he was killed in cold-blood by the police. The hearings on 

which Arjun appeared after being granted bail were 6.1.16, 10.2.16, 

23.3.16, 18.5.16, 29.6.16, 27.7.16. Out of these dates, the only date 

he was not able to appear infront of the board was 29.6.16. His next 

hearing was scheduled to be on 31.8.16 but before he could come 

and appear for his hearing, he was killed on 16.8.16 by the State 

Police. A true and correct Certified Copy of the order sheet from 

6.1.2016 to 2.11.16 when the case was finally closed after Arjun’s 

death is marked and annexed here as Annexure-P/5.  



15. On 15.8.16, around 7 in the morning Arjun had gone outside the 

village to get some salfi when around 150 police personnel came to 

the village. Inspector Chaubey and Budhra from Darbha Police 

Station came to Petitioner’s house and enquired about Arjun. The 

Petitioner told them that Arjun had gone to get salfi. They asked the 

Petitioner to bring Arjun to Darbha Police Station. When the 

Petitioner asked them the reason for calling Arjun, they said that if 

the Petitioner brought Arjun they would end the ongoing case 

against him. After this, all the police force went from Petitioner’s 

house at Muriyampara towards Andalpara and from there they went 

and camped at the Panchayat Bhavan in Koleng.  

16. On the same night at around 12.00 those police people again came 

to the village and entered houses of many villagers. They 

surrounded the Petitioner’s entire house. At that time, the Petitioner, 

Petitioner’s wife Sanki, elder daughter Jhunki, younger daughter 

Pando, deceased Arjun, Arjun’s wife Payko and Arjun’s toddler son 

Krishna Kumar was present and sleeping in the house. As soon as 

the Petitioner realized that police was outside his house, he informed 

others in the house. Suddenly, 2 surrendered naxalites, Budhram 

from Jheeram Ghati and Mansay from Kandanar came inside our 

house and started searching for Arjun. They entered Arjun’s room 

and forcibly picked him up and took him outside the house. There, 

they tied both his hands behind his back. Petitioner tried to tell them 

that Arjun had nothing to do with the naxalites and that he was out 

on bail and has been going to court in every hearing. Police didn’t 

pay heed to any of that and instead slapped the petitioner and took 

Arjun away. Since it was late in the night, the Petitioner, out of fear, 

didn’t go after the police to search for Arjun. He informed his sister 

who also narrated how police entered her house as well.  

17. Next morning, Petitioner alongwith his family members went 

towards Koleng to search for Arjun. On the way they found a spot 

where it appeared that Police had stayed there in the night. There 

were some liquor bottles present. Petitioner also saw blood stains on 

the ground. Fearing something untoward, Petitioner and his family 



members went towards Koleng and asked some villagers there if 

they had seen the police taking any young man. Villagers told the 

Petitioner and others that early in the morning they saw the police 

near the village. There were some 3-4 vehicles of the police also 

present. Police men brought a body with them to the vehicle, 

literally dancing around the body in celebration. Some villagers then 

saw the policemen hurriedly keeping a body wrapped in plastic in 

one of the vehicles after which, all the police men went towards 

Darbha.  

18. After that the Petitioner alongwith some of his family members and 

other villagers decided to go to Darbha. At around 4 in the evening, 

they reached Kakalguru, where they decided to stay the night as it 

was going to get dark soon and they were scared to venture out in 

the night.  

19. The next day, at around 9 in the morning, they went to Darbha 

Police Station alongwith the Sarpanch of their village. The Petitioner 

kept asking the policemen present there to show Arjun’s body but 

they claimed that the body was in Jagdalpur. The Police did not 

allow any of them including the Petitioner to step outside the Police 

Station premises and detained them till evening. Whenever the 

petitioner tried to go outside, Inspector Chaubey from Darbha Police 

Station yelled at him saying that if the Petitioner goes outside he will 

start telling the journalists, politicians, and other big people. In the 

evening police then informed the Petitioner and others that Arjun’s 

body is being brought from Jagdalpur and will be kept in 

Jandraguda. Police arranged for a Pick up vehicle for the petitioner 

and others, in which they all went to Jandraguda where the body of 

Arjun was finally handed over to the family.  

20. Petitioner and the other villagers reached the village in morning. 

They opened the plastic in which Arjun’s body was given to them. 

There were visible gunshot marks and other injuries on hands, legs, 

chest, and face which signalled that he was badly tortured before 

being killed. The same day they burnt the body of Arjun. 



21. Meanwhile, information regarding Arjun’s wrongful death was widely 

covered by media. Seeing the outrage in the media outside, in an 

attempt to further threaten the Petitioner and discourage him from 

filing any complaint or talking to anyone outside, Police picked up 

Petitioner’s daughter Jhunki and his relative Jibo’s daughter, Paro. 

Petitioner kept searching for his daughter for days but police 

provided no information regarding both the girls. Finally the 

Petitioner filed an application in the local court regarding the illegal 

detention of his daughter by the police and it was through police’s 

reply in court that the Petitioner figured that police had shown the 

two girls as surrendered naxalites and were being kept at the 

livelihood college. 

22. Petitioner along with Soni Sori, an AAP party member and a local 

tribal leader, went to Livelihood College in Dantewada where the 

girls informed them that police had forcibly kept them in the college. 

Petitioner requested the college authorities and the police that his 

daughter and Paro has nothing to do with naxalites and asked that 

they be allowed to go back to the village with him. Petitioner was 

told there that they are not going to release them now but will keep 

them in there for 3 months after which they will be released. News 

regarding this was covered by the media. A journalist from NDTV 

infact went and spoke to the girls where they told the journalist that 

they used to farm in the village and wanted to go back to the village 

but can’t because of the fear of the police. Copy of the video 

footage can be submitted before the court if required. 

23. After 3 months, on 7 November 2016, both the girls were finally 

released. That, the next day when the Petitioner was going to 

Chandameta to harvest the fields, three policemen came while he 

was crossing Darbha and asked him to go with them to the Police 

Station. When Inspector Chaubey came, Petitioner told him that he 

was the father of Arjun. Inspector Chaubey started hitting him 

brutally with a stick as a result of which Petitioner fell down on the 

ground. Inspector Chaubey kicked the Petitioner a lot of times on his 

chest and head. To this date he has pains in his chest on account of 



the beatings. That day he was beaten up three times. Inspector 

Chaubey kept accusing the Petitioner of helping the naxalites even 

though the Petitioner kept insisting that he is just a farmer and an 

old man with 7 children. After this incident, they kept the petitioner 

in the Police Station for three weeks. The time during which he was 

kept in the Police Station was the time when he had to harvest his 

field; this resulted in the loss of all his harvest and he had to bear a 

lot of loss. 

24. That, this year Police again called the Petitioner to the Police Station. 

He told them that he will not oblige since he fears that they will 

again beat him up. Darbha police insisted that he goes and meet the 

Superintendent of Police, Bastar who is willing to meet him. He went 

to the SP’s office and took Aadhar cards of Arjun, Arjun’s wife and 

son. Petitioner met the then ASP Pandey and narrated the entire 

incident to him.  There ASP Pandey offered him a job in the police 

force and asked him not to complain any further regarding this 

incident. The ASP insisted that he takes up some job and offered 

him a job in the hospital. Out of fear, the Petitioner signed some 

documents that the ASP asked him to sign after which he left.  

25. During this time the Petitioner was once more picked up by the 

police and taken to a nearby village Modenar. Police said that if he 

keeps silent they will give him some land in this village. Petitioner 

refused to take this land, since it belonged to someone else. He told 

the police that he doesn’t live there and also if he takes someone 

else’s land, the naxalites will harass him.  

26. A more detailed account of the entire incident is narrated in the 

affidavit of the petitioner marked and annexed here as Annexure-

P/1. 

27. It had become impossible for the Petitioner to live in Chandameta 

after this incident because which he had to relocate entirely with his 

family to Palaanar village.  

9. GROUNDS URGED: 



9.1 For the reason that all the Respondent Authorities fit squarely within 

the ambit of Article 226 of the Constitution against whom writs lie 

on establishment, before this Hon’ble Court of Law, on breach and 

violation of their sanguine sovereign and Constitutional duties and 

obligations. 

2. For the reason that the incident described herein depict a complete 

breakdown the law and order situation in Bastar, where Police first 

picks up an innocent young man in a false case and then killed him 

cold blood. Even after a considerable media coverage, his sister was 

shown as a naxalite in a fake surrender, kept in detention for 3 

months, Petitioner beaten up and threatened. And this harassment 

by the police continue to till date, in gross violation of the most 

fundamental of all rights – the Right to Life guaranteed in Article 21 

of the Constitution, by the very people meant to safeguard it. 

3. For the reason that the injustice happened with the deceased at 

many stages first by his false arrest, then his illegal detention in 

Central Jail for 3 months, then his cold blooded and brutal murder 

by the police, and then harassment of his family after his death. And 

thus not just his encounter but his fake arrest, his trial, harassment 

of his family members needs to be investigated by an independent 

judicial commission.  

4. For the reason that it is clear from the documents annexed with the 

petition that the deceased Arjun was a young man, who was 

studying in a local school and was arrested in a case in the year 

2015 and was coming to court on every hearing in his case.  

5. For the reason that if the deceased was a absconding naxalite with 

other cases on him then police could have easily apprehended him 

when he was appearing for his court hearings even after being 

granted bail.  

6. For the reason that a naxalite won’t appear for court hearing so 

diligently especially when most of the witnesses in his case were 

security officers.  



7. For the reason that to come to Jagdalpur from Chandameta, one has 

to cross police stations and camps on the way including police 

station in Darbha, but nobody arrested him during any of his visits. 

8. For the reason that the Petitioners have an inherent “right to the 

truth,” as articulated by the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights 

in the sixty second UN Human Rights Commission. In Extra Judicial 

Execution Victim Families Association (EEVFAM) v. Union of 

India( WP(Cr) No. 129 of 2012, Judgment dated 8.7.2016), the apex 

court noted that  

“The exercise for knowing the truth mandates ascertaining whether 

fake encounters or extra-judicial executions have taken place and if 

so, who are the perpetrators of the human rights violations and how 

can the next of kin be commiserated with and what further steps 

ought to be taken, if any. 

5. For the reason that in the incident described herein, some of the 

perpetrators of this most heinous crime of murder of a young man 

have been identified by the Petitioner but these perpetrators are 

people who wield considerable power in the area and enjoy the 

highest level of support and protection from the local authorities of 

the police, making an independent inquiry by the local police into 

this incident impossible. 

6. For the reason that the deceased was the sole earning member of 

his family, had aspirations to study further and get a job and his 

untimely death has not just killed his dreams but has left his young 

wife and son alongwith his other family members in a serious 

economic and emotional crisis.  

10. RELIEFS SOUGHT: 

It is therefore prayed that this Hon’ble Court be pleased to:- 

i) Issue a writ of mandamus or any other writ, order or direction 

in the nature of mandamus to Respondent no. 1 to 

immediately order for an independent judicial inquiry to 



investigate into this instance of extra judicial execution 

documented above and in doing so to facilitate the giving of 

evidence by the family members and other eyewitnesses and 

thereafter to punish the guilty in accordance with law. 

ii) Issue a writ of mandamus or any other writ, order or direction 

in the nature of mandamus to Respondent no. 1 to 

immediately order for an independent judicial inquiry to also 

investigate into the false arrest and illegal detention and 

persecution of the deceased and in doing so to facilitate the 

giving of evidence by the family members and other 

eyewitnesses and thereafter to punish the guilty in accordance 

with law. 

iii) Pass an order directing the respondents to conduct 

disciplinary proceedings in the killing of Arjun Kashyap/ 

Markam and in doing so to facilitate furnishing of evidence by 

the family members and other eyewitnesses and thereafter to 

punish the guilty in accordance with law. 

iv) Pass an order directing the respondents to pay compensation 

to the family members of the deceased as deemed fit by this 

Hon’ble Court. 

v) Pass an order to provide proper financial assistance and 

support as the Court may deem fit, for the present and future 

education of his child who have no means of sustenance left 

after the death of the sole breadwinner of their family.  

vi) Any other Order as this Hon’ble Court may deem fit and 

appropriate in the light of the facts and circumstances 

mentioned hereinabove. 

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS THE PETITIONERS SHALL AS 

IN DUTY BOUND SHALL EVER PRAY. 

BILASPUR        



DATED:   COUNSEL FOR THE PETITIONERS 

CERTIFICATE 

It is certified that due care has been taken in the present petition to 

comply with the provisions of Chhattisgarh High Court Rules. 

BILASPUR       

DATED:   COUNSEL FOR THE PETITIONERS 



IN THE HIGH COURT OF CHHATTISGARH AT BILASPUR 

WRIT PETITION (Criminal) No. /2018 

PETITIONERS:    PodiyamKoyande& Another  

VERSUS 

RESPONDENTS:     State of Chhattisgarh & Others 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Sulo Ram Kashyap s/o Lakhma, aged around 52 years, belonging to 

Madiya Scheduled Tribe, r/o village Chandameta, PS Darbha, Tehsil: 

Darbha and District Bastar, Chhattisgarh do solemnly swear and depose as 

follows: 

1. That I am the Petitioner in the matter above-mentioned and am as 

such competent to swear this affidavit being aware of the facts and 

circumstances of the case. 

2. That the contents of the accompanying Writ Petition from the 

Synopsis, List of Dates and paragraphs 1 to  8.28 of this Petition are 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and as per 

legal advice received by me. 

3. That the contents of accompanying Writ Petition (Cr.) have been read 

out and explained to me in Hindi and I have understood the same. 

4. That the accompanying Annexures are true copies of their respective 

originals. 

DEPONENT 

Verification 

I, Suloram Kashyap, the deponent above named, do hereby verify that the 

contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief, that no part of it is false and nothing material has 

been concealed therefrom. 

Verified at ……… on this …..day of ………., 2018 at Bilaspur. 



DEPONENT 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF CHHATTISGARH AT BILASPUR 

IA No. …….. of 2018 

in 

WRIT PETITION (Criminal) No. /2018 

PETITIONERS:     Sulo Ram Kashyap 

VERSUS 

RESPONDENTS:     State of Chhattisgarh & Others 

APPLICATION FOR INTERIM RELIEF 

The above named Petitioners respectfully submit as hereunder:-  

1. That the instant Petition has been filed because the Respondent 

authorities, in complete breach of legal and Constitutional duties to protect 

and safeguard peaceful populations, and in violation of due process of law, 

have conducted an unprovoked and illegal extra-judicial execution of one, 

Arjun Kashyap son of petitioner Sulo Kashyap, in the false pretext of an 

anti-Naxal operation.  The facts and grounds of the main Petition, and the 

annexures, are not being repeated here for the sake of brevity, and may 

be considered to be a part of the instant application. 

2. The Petitioners state that the deceased person was an innocent 

Madiya adivasi young boy who was living in the village with his family. He 

was a 9th pass student who also intended to give his 10th class exam and 

study further. That he married young and has a wife and one year old son. 

His wife, old father, toddler son and younger siblings were dependent on 

the deceased for their daily sustenance. 

3.  It is further submitted that the some of the Police members 

responsible for killing of the deceased identified by the Petitioner, wield 

considerable power in the area inhabited by the Petitioner.  Hence, given 



the nature of allegations made by the Petitioner against them in the 

instant petition, the Petitioner is fearful of reprisals and that he and his 

family members may also suffer great damage to their life, liberty and 

property consequent to filing of this instant Petition. 

4.  It is further submitted that ever since the said incident happened, 

they have been continuously threatened and pressurized the petitioner and 

his family members and even lured with money and job offers by the 

police in exchange for maintaining silence around the incident.  

5. It is further submitted that the petitioner is fearful for the lives and 

safety of his own as well as his kith and kin and apprehend that they might 

have to face the wrath of the police and security personnel in light of them 

coming before the Hon’ble Court with the instant petition despite being 

repeatedly warned against it.   

PRAYER 

It is, therefore, respectfully prayed that this Hon’ble Court may be pleased 

to: 

i. Direct Respondents to ensure the safety of the Petitioner and 

safeguard him and his family from any reprisals from the local police and 

pass directions to the Respondents to ensure that the petitioneris no more 

threatened or harassed or pressurized especially for the reason of filing 

this petition before the Hon’ble Court. 

ii.  That looking at the gravity of the offence, until the investigation is 

complete, some of the accused identified and named by the Petitioner in 

the petition be immediately suspended and barred from accompanying the 

security forces and police in any other search, anti-Naxal or encounter 

operations.  

iii.  Direct the respondents to furnish pertinent documents relating to 

this incident such as the copy of any FIR, report and video of the Post-

Mortem conducted, copy of the report sent to the NHRC, information given 



to the press regarding the incident mentioned in the petition, etc. to the 

Petitioners. 

iv.  Pass an order directing the respondents to pay interim 

compensation/financial assistance to the family of the deceased  as 

deemed fit by this Hon’ble Court. 

iv. Pass such other orders as may be deemed fit in the facts and 

circumstances of this case. 

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS THE APPLICANTS AS IN DUTY 

BOUND SHALL EVER PRAY. 

BILASPUR        

DATED:   COUNSEL FOR THE PETITIONERS  



IN THE HIGH COURT OF CHHATTISGARH AT BILASPUR 

WRIT PETITION (Criminal) No. /2018 

PETITIONERS:    Podiyam Koyande & Another 

VERSUS 

RESPONDENTS:     State of Chhattisgarh & Others 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, Sulo Ram Kashyap s/o Lakhma, aged around 52 years, belonging to 

Madiya Scheduled Tribe, r/o village Chandameta, PS Darbha, Tehsil: 

Darbha and District Bastar, Chhattisgarh do solemnly swear and depose as 

follows: 

1. That I am the Petitioner in the matter above-mentioned and am as 

such competent to swear this affidavit being aware of the facts and 

circumstances of the case. 

2. That the contents of the accompanying Application for Interim Relief 

from Paragraphs 1 to 5 of this Application are true and correct to the best 

of my knowledge and belief and as per legal advice receive by me. 

3. The contents of accompanying Application have been read out and 

explained to me in Hindi and I have understood the same. 

DEPONENT 

Verification 

I, Sulo Kashyap, the deponent above named, do hereby verify that the 

contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief, that no part of it is false and nothing material has 

been concealed therefrom. 

Verified at ……… on this …..day of ………., 2018 at Bilaspur. 



DEPONENT 


