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Editorial
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The RSS parivar led Modi 
government is presently 
intensifying its fascist offensive 
day by day, attacking the working 
class, farmers, and all toiling, 
oppressed masses in general, 
targeting Muslim minorities, 
dalits, Adivasis, women and other 
oppressed masses. It is using 
the Covid19 pandemic which 
is spreading fast to alarming 
levels in an atmosphere of total 
government apathy, and the India-
China border standoff as cover for 
suppressing all forms of dissent 
and for opening the country for 
further corporate loot. 

As a result, vast numbers of youth 
and others are jobless, further 
pauperized. The growing people’s 
anger against Modi rule is reflected 
in the farmers’ movement against 
total corporatization of agriculture, 
the spontaneous demonstrations 
of youth and students against 
increasing joblessness and many 
other protest actions in different 
parts of the country. 

In the coming days these 
movements are going to increase. 
But developments in different 
part of the country, for example 
what is happening in Bihar as the 
state assembly elections dates are 
coming nearer, show that, while 
BJP-JD(U) alliance has launched 
an aggressive campaign based on 
Hindutva and zingoism sidelining 
all people’s issues, the Grand 
Alliance of RJD- Congress, Left 
Front parties led by CPI(M) and 
others has not put forward an 
alternative before the people so 
far attacking the Hindutva politics 
of BJP, is but themselves pursuing 
soft Hindutva vote bank politics. 

Though overthrowing of RSS 
fascism calls for intensifying 
campaign to bring the people 
out of its majoritarian Hindutva 
influence, nothing is done on that 
line. For example, on 5th August 
when Modi was doing Bhoomipuja 
for Ram temple with the RSS chief 
Bhagvat, blatantly violating the 
Constitutional  principles, instead 
of opposing it, the Congress and 
most of the opposition parties 
were compromising with the 
Hidutva politics. Even when 
there are reports of RSS going to 
launch a Babri-Ram mandir like 
reactionary campaigns, at Kashi 
and Mathura to keep the Hindutva 
frenzy at high levels, the opposition 
is not prepared to challenge the 
Hindutva – Manuvadi line of RSS.

 Except revolutionary intellectuals 
and a section of Communist 
Revolutionary forces, others 
are not attacking the Hindutva 
Manuvaddi fascist line of RSS/
BJP. As they are also upholding 
the corporate/neoliberal policies, 
their attacks on Modi rule is limited 
to omissions and commissions of 
it. Their approach is a repetition 
of what they did in 2004. They 
are not ready to take lessons from 
what happened in the following 
years, paving the way for RSS 
coming to dominant positions in 
every field, penetrating the state 
machinery and even Constitutional 
institutions in a big way.

In spite of this, neither the 
mainstream communist parties 
nor the left organizations and 
intellectuals supporting them, 
are launching attacks on the 
theoretical base of RSS. Some of 
the CPI(M) intellectuals are seen 
writing about ‘positive things’ in 
Ramayana, Githa, Manusmrithi etc’ 
presenting these as part of ‘our 
positive heritage’.

 Many so-called independent 
left intellectuals have also 
compromised. The liberal-
progressive intellectuals with 
few exceptions have helped the 
ascendance of the fascist forces 
and their onslaught Some of them 
are even re-writing the Anandmath 
to present it as anti-colonial theme! 
The rise of the Hindutva fascism 
happened as the working-class 
intellectuals did not confront 
the reactionary philosophical 
heritage of the fascists. Many of 
the original documents of the 
Hindutva archives which were 
lying untouched are brought out 
and criticized only now by the 
revolutionary intellectuals. The 
campaign against the theoretical 
foundations of RSS and public 
debates on them, in continuation 
to upholding the values of the 
renaissance movement shall help 
us to attack the fascist roots of 
RSS neo-fascism. 

This is a critical time when every 
political, cultural, social force in 
the country should have to take 
the stand on which side they are: 
on the side of Arya invaders who 
have imposed the Brahmanical, 
manuvadi values, customs, and 
festivals, or on the side of the 
original natives here. It calls 
for rejecting the obscurantist 
Manusmrithi teachings, and 
upholding the revolutionary 
concept of a caste-less, genuinely 
secular democratic society with 
scientific temper, which shall 
advance to people’s political 

power and socialism.
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In such a critical situation, it is 
the task of the Caste Annihilation 
Movement to unite with the 
movements of Adivasis and all 
Ati-Sudra movements, like minded 
political forces, progressive 
cultural movements, and mass 
organizations of women, youth, 
students and revolutionary 
intellectuals to launch a militant 
ideological offensive targeting 
Manusmrithi, Bunch of Thoughts, 
Savarker›s writings etc which 
constitute the theoretical base of 
RSS, and trying to perpetuate the 
caste system. The first phase of 
this All India campaign shall start 
from 28th September, the birthday 
of Shahid Bhagat Singh, and 

culminating with mass programs in 
all states on 25th December, on the 
occasion of the 93rd anniversary 
of the burning of Manusmrithi 
symbolically by a big mobilization 
of women and dalits under the 
leadership of Dr. Ambedkar in 1927 
at Nagpur. This day is still observed 
as Women’s Liberation Day at 
Nagpur. At the sme time this was 
an attack on the RSS which was 
started in 1925 with Manusmrithi as 
its main theoretical base.

Our appeal to all the revolutionary 
intellectuals and all progressive 
forces who stand against the 
caste system and against all 
obscurantist ideas, systems, habits 

and superstitions based on which 
the majoritarian Hindutva concept 
is built up by RSS, is to come 
forward to carry the message 
of renaissance movement and 
develop them according to the 
concrete conditions of today, to 
beat back and defeat the RSS neo-
fascism. Let us strive to throw out 
the counter revolutionary Hindutvs 
ideology based on Manusmrithi, 
to end all inequalities based on 
gender, race, caste etc. and march 
forward with socialist orientation.
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•The struggle for the emancipation 
of the dalits, and all the toiling 
and oppressed masses needs 
a complete revolution. Mere 
reforms in social system can not 
result in total destruction of caste 
system from the social sphere 
of our society. To emancipate 
the socially oppressed from the 
clutches of the oppressors, we 
need to exercise our power in 
economic, political and cultural 
field as well. Our struggle is not 
against any particular caste, we 
are against the caste system 
as a whole. Brahminism which 
has percolated across the entire 
spectrum of castes is our main 
ideological enemy in our fight 
against the caste system. Our 
struggle against the caste system is 
linked with the struggle against the 
Imperialist powers supporting the 
ruling classes of India engaged in 
fostering the social discrimination 
in order to perpetuate the 
economic exploitation of the 
oppressed communities. 

•We do not seek cultural upliftment 
to reach the Brahminical standards 
of culture. Our aim is to establish 
a cultural hegemony of the 
oppressed by defeating the cultural 
hegemony of the Brahminical 
culture in our society. As a part 
of the progressive democratic 
movement we strive to build a 
truly sovereign democratic system 
based on socialist principles in our 
country. We are convinced that 
reforms are necessary under the 
present circumstances to reduce 
the impact of the discriminatory 
treatment under the present 
system. However, without arousing 
people in waves of revolutionary 
struggles aimed at overthrowing 
the rule of oppressors; mere 
legalistic appeals, demands for 
concessions, electoral victories, 
satyagrahas etc will not be 
sufficient for smashing the 

caste system. Partial change is 
impossible. We do not want it 
either. We want to see the end of 
exploitation and a complete and 
total revolutionary change. 

•Caste system can be said to be as 
a distinct and peculiar social order 
in Indian society. Its emergence 
coincides with the clearly defined 
family structure based on 
patriarchy. The patriarchal system 
compels the women to marry only 
in the same caste to which they 
belong. This ensures the purity 
and preservation of the particular 
caste. Women are supposed to be 
dedicated to their husbands and 
loyal to them even at the cost of 
their own freedom and humane 
interests. Gender discrimination 
thus goes hand in hand with the 
caste discrimination. Women 
belonging to the propertied upper 
castes are not allowed to remarry 
for the sake of the sanctity of 
patriarchal family system. On 
the other hand men of the upper 
castes are free to keep Dalit 
women as mistresses as sanctioned 
by the patriarchal norms. 

• The caste system thus subjugates 
women from all castes including 
the lower castes to a secondary 
position within the family and 
also within the caste community. 
Caste system and the patriarchal 
social order are both preserved 
and made functional by the use 
of violent methods sanctioned 
and glorified by the ruling elites. 
As such, the caste system itself is 
based on the foundation of social 
violence and hegemonic power of 
the ruling elite. Unless we are ready 
to defeat these violent methods 
practised by the Khap  panchayats 
and other arms of state machinery 
supporting this system, we will 
not be able to win a victory in the 
struggle against the class system. 
Hence the struggle to free women 

from the bondage of patriarchy 
becomes a joint struggle of all 
castes, including upper castes, 
and a part of caste annihilation 
movement. Shudras and ati- shudra 
castes in our society bear the main 
brunt of the caste discrimination, 
exploitation and atrocities. These 
communities and women urgently 
need emancipation from the 
heinous caste system. However, 
struggle against the caste system 
can not succeed by restricting it 
only to these communities. People 
from all castes including the upper 
castes too will have to be drawn 
into this struggle for its success. 
Considering the class divisions 
existing side by side with the caste 
divisions, we will have to identify 
the potential friendly classes 
among the people of all caste 
communities as well. Agricultural 
labouring class consisting mainly of 
Dalits and adivasis, the agricultural 
middle class and poor peasants 
made up largely of the OBCs, 
middle class upper castes with anti 
caste sentiments, various subaltern 
communities stifled under the 
weight of the caste system and 
finally the urban working class, 
these are the main forces that 
can upturn the caste system buy 
waging a revolutionary struggle 
against the ruling classes for a new 
Democracy.

•Contemptible leaders from 
the mainstream politics are 
destroying the revolutionary 
character of the Ambedlarite 
movement while paying lip service 
to the cause of dalits. They are 
capitalising on the prestige of Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar for gains 
in parliamentary politics. They are 
hiding behind the blue flag to make 
shameful compromises with the 
ruling powers at the cost of Dalit 
interests. Mainstream left parties 
have not taken the Dalit cause 
seriously, as well. 



Obsessive indulgence in immediate 
economic and political struggles 
to achieve supremacy in the 
parliamentary power of the ruling 
classes has turned them into 
apologists of the social elites. Left 
view of categorising people merely 
as homogenous class groups 
and overlooking the aspect of 
their existence as aggregation of 
different social divisions proved 
to be an obstacle to the struggle 
against the caste system.

•Communist led movements of 
the past like Telangana armed 
struggle, Tebhaga movement in 
Bengal, Patri sarkar movement 
and Warli tribal movement in 
Maharashtra, Naxalbari struggle 
in West Bengal and many such 
struggles have been the rebellions 
of the oppressed castes and have 
provided body blow to the caste 
system in those regions. However, 
as these movements did not act 
with a focused approach against 
the caste system as a whole, they 
could not set new benchmarks 
in the struggle against the caste 
system in India. Revolutionary 
left also succumbed to the 
erroneous outlook in their program 
based on ignorance and denial 
of acceptance of the reality of 
social divisions with respect to 
the caste factor. Mechanical view 
that, addressing the class interests 
will automatically result in wiping 
out the caste division, remained 
dominant in the approach of the 
revolutionary left as well. 

There is no doubt that the actions 
of the revolutionary left have 
tremendously benefitted the dalits 
and the other socially oppressed  
sections of societies in the struggle 
areas under their influence, in 
terms of their political and social 
assertion and economic status 
as well. But revolutionary left 
was unable to evolve a clearcut 

program for caste annihilation and 
accept it as a distinct and major 
task before the revolutionary 
movement. 

•Dr Babasaheb, right from 
beginning, attempted to intertwine 
class and caste struggle, taking 
into account the class character of 
the caste system. While focusing 
on the caste problem, he did not 
ignore the class character of Dalits. 
He underlined the importance of 
economic and political struggle 
of Dalits as closely linked with the 
working class struggle. Most of 
all he made the first systematic 
analysis of the caste system itself 
and also exposed the vested 
interests of Capitalism and 
Brahminism linked to it. His call 
to reject Manusmriti as well as 
Hinduism, which he described as 
nothing but a hierarchical caste 
system, shook the upper castes out 
of their complacency. He formed 
Navyan Buddhist sect for action 
oriented program to establish an 
egalitarian society. His reformist 
approach has certainly helped 
to elevate the status of dalits 
in some ways. His main success 
is that, he brought the issue of 
social oppression to the central 
stage of Indian politics. Many 
other renaissance, reformist and 
rationalist movements too have 
made strong imprints on the 
history of anti caste struggles in 
India. 

•During the golden period of the 
progressive movement, left of centre 
position came to be recognised 
as a progressive position. Even 
today this characterisation can 
be considered valid. At the same 
time, popularly used terms like 
modernism, socialism, secularism etc 
have acquired different dimensions 
in the current context. Uncritical 
acceptance of modernism, also 
the romanticism associated with 

Dr Babasaheb, right from 
beginning, attempted 
to intertwine class and 
caste struggle, taking 
into account the class 
character of the caste 
system. While focusing 
on the caste problem, he 
did not ignore the class 
character of Dalits.
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socialism, rationalist notion of 
secularism etc will not serve the 
purpose of the contemporary 
progressive movement. The world 
affairs and social processes are 
becoming very complex. Even the 
dynamics of the caste system in the 
society has undergone a significant 
change. Ways of imperialist 
intervention in economic, political 
and even in intellectual sphere has 
changed drastically from that of the 
past. These complexities can not be 
addressed in the movement with 
merely a generalised ambiguous 
understanding of the societal affairs 
based on broad categories like caste, 
class, nationality, religion etc. These 
terms need to be contextualised 
with deeper insights in the present 
situation and the dynamics of these 
factors need to be understood 
in their complexities in order 
to evolve a truly contemporary 
progressive program suitable for the 
contemporary reality.

•We will seek effective political 
alliances among the various 
genuine Ambedkarite and Bahujan 
movements giving voice to the 
woes of dalits. We will also form 
long term alliances with genuine 
left forces upholding truly 
revolutionary and progressive 
principles in socio-economic and 
political sphere. Beyond that, we 
will not hesitate to make temporary 
alliances with any organisation 
ready to struggle on immediate 
issues of caste oppression, 
atrocities and secularism, wether 
such organisations are revisionist 
or ruling class shall not matter. 
Reformist organisations too are 
friends in our struggle against the 
caste system. How ever we will 
never entertain any ideas about 
forming united fronts with the 
radical Hindu outfits of any sort. 
They are our main enemies in our 
struggle against the caste system.

•The bourgeois character of 
nationalist movement did not 
delivered the goods to the 
oppressed and suppressed masses. 
It is true that the soft Hindutva 
approach adopted by Gandhi also 
proved to be an obstacle to the 
anti caste struggle. But, to say 
that the freedom struggle had 
no National character and that, it 
was a mistake to launch it without 
first finding a resolution to the 
caste struggle is not politically 
correct. Similarly to condemn the 
progressive movements in the 
country as mere indulgence of the 
upper castes is also denying the 
contribution of such movements to 
the democratic social and political 
culture of our country. 

•Hindutvavadis have always 
belittled the significance of left 
and democratic struggles.The neo 
fascist political Hindutvavadis 
ridicule the progressive movements 
and we should not be seen in the 
same line. There is a tendency to 
condemn the left, as a romantic 
indulgence of the upper caste in 
India. Secularist movements in 
India are also being painted as 
being pseudo secular. This kind 
of distortion of history is being 
sought by the neo liberal fascist 
forces today.

 We need to defend the democracy 
against fascism, diversity against 
mono culture, and cosmopolitan 
values against casteism. We need 
to set aside the divisions of caste, 
religion, gender, language, region 
etc to unite under an umbrella of 
progressive movements against 
the caste system. So we appeal 
to all the progressive sections of 
our society to come forward and 
join hands with us in the caste 
annihilation movement.

Caste annihilation program
Organisational Structure
•1) BASTI  OR VILLAGE WILL 
BE THE PRIMARY UNIT OF THE 
SAMITI and membership will be 
accepted at this level;. membership 
fee will be for working activists 
and sympathizers rs. 100/- and for 
unemployed youths, students above 
18 years and general public rs. 10 /-;

•2) Basti/ village-town/city/taluka-
district and the state committee 
will be the organization structure 
in the ascending order. the basti/
village committee will comprise of 
chairman, vice-chairman; secretary 
‹vice-secretary, treasurer and other 
committee members. similarly the 
city/town/ taluka committees will 
have their office bearers as per 
their need, in uneven numbers . 

•3) The district committees will 
have three members from each 
taluka /towns/ city nominated by 
taluka/ town/ city and and as many 
associate members as they need 
but not more than five;

•4) The state level committee will 
be comprised of not more than 
three members from each district 
and will have as many associate 
members as they may need but not 
more than five. 

•5) Member to be admitted to 
membership must accept the 
standpoint, programme of the samiti 
and general discipline. any breach 
thereof may render him/her liable of 
disciplinary action and expulsion may 
take place with opportunity of natural 
justice to him /her. however appeal 
may lie with higher committee.

•6) The state committee will 
be empowered to acquire and 
dispose off property in the name 
of the samiti for the benefit of the 
movement. the state committee 
may recruit employees or may take 
disciplinary action. 
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•7) The state committee may 
run periodicals and publish 
propaganda literature and conduct 
statewide programmes;

•8) The state committee may 
decide to which organization 
have cooperation with and joint 
programme too;

•9) All the committees will be at 
liberty to have subcommittees 
according to their requirement.

•10) All committees will meet at 
least once in a moth to review

•11) The office of the state 
committee will be in mumbai

Action Program
•1) All dalits, adiwasis, shudras, 
exploited landless peasants, labourers 
will be organised in struggle to fight 
caste oppression, exploitation and 
discrimination unitedly;

•2) All oppressed, exploited 
should put up joint resistance to 
the feudal remnants in the form 
of prerogatives, customs and 
usages and should attempt to take 
over rural economic and political 
institutes such as cooperative 
credit institutes and gram 
panchayats etc. and to strive to set 
up vigilance committees at village 
level and at work place to guard 
women against sexual harassment. 

•3) To protect the interests of 
landless peasants, agricultural 
labourers and jobless people 
struggle should be put up for land 
to the tillers and job to the needy;

•4) Appeal to wage relentless 
struggle against religion based 
hegemonic , discriminating 
philosophy;

•5) Irrespective of caste, race and 
gender, all must be allowed to 
utilize common facilities such as 
roads, transport, schools, hospitals, 
toilets, water reservoirs etc. which 
are public.

•6) Insistence on village 
settlements not based on castes;

•7) We will set up vigilance 
committees in trade unions to 
guard women against sexual 
harassment and for the fulfillment 
of reservations in employment and 
to to demand reservation in private 
sector;

•8) We will keep vigil on credit 
system so as to get delay and 
corruption done away with in 
getting credit supply to the toiling 
masses on time;

•9) Encouragement and conscious 
efforts to develop conventional 
technical skill of balutedar jatis 
with the help of modern science 
and technology;

•10) Demand for increase in the 
scholarship amount and hostel 
facilities of the poor lot;

•11) We will expose and debilitate 
the sectarian and pro-ruling class 
leadership of the dalits, adiwasis, 
minorities and other backward 
class communities and to struggle 
against the misconceptions of 
caste-race based hegemony, 
discrimination and pro-ruling class 
inclination prevalent among them.

Our long term program
•1) ESTABLISH SOCIALIST 
SOCIETY BASED ON LIBERTY, 
EQUALITY AND FRATERNITY;

•2) Confiscate private ownership 
over means of production 
without compensation for public 
ownership;

•3) Nationalised agricultural lands 
and distribute them among farmers 
for co operative farming;

•4) Stop plunder of our natural 
resources and secure the future of 
our future generations;

•5) Confiscate all foreign finance 
capital without compensation;

•6) Stop privatization of education, 
health services and housing 
construction business and assure 
education, health and housing to 
all;

•7) Extirpate all discriminations 
based on race, religion, creed, 
language, nationalities and gender;

•8) Bring all unaccounted money 
back kept in foreign banks and 
hang the ional culprits.

As per the advice of Dr Babasaheb 
Ambedkar our strategy to 
annihilate the caste system will be 
shaped by the understanding of 
the political situation confronting 
us. We believe that our struggle 
against the caste system, has to be 
characterised not merely by social 
or economic concerns but also 
by the political exigencies of our 
times. 

We will build the organization 
of workers, dalits, landless, poor 
peasants through all city factories, 
in all villages. We will hit back 
against all injustice perpetrated 
on Dalits. We will well and truly 
destroy the caste and varna system 
that thrives on the people›s misery, 
which exploits the people, and 
liberate the dalits. The present 
legal system and state have turned 
all our dreams to dust. To eradicate 
all the injustice against the dalits, 
we must ourselves become the 
rulers.
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Eighty-nine years ago today, 
that is, on December 1927 ,25, 
Babasaheb Ambedkar burned 
Manusmriti as a symbol of 
rejection of the religious basis 
of untouchability. The event 
was arranged during the Mahad 
Satyagraha. Mahad Satyagraha was 
a fight to assert the “Untouchables” 
right to access public water, 
and to embrace humanity and 
dignity. For Babasaheb — a 
staunch advocate of women’s 
rights and emancipation — it 
was a political action to burn 
Manusmriti publicly as he believed 
that the book entailed the rules 
preaching inhumane treatment 
not only towards women but also 
“Untouchables”, in private as well 
as public sphere.

The Manusmriti Dahan Din is 
celebrated today too, after close 
to 80 years of its burning. But 
my question is, who has been 
celebrating this day all along? Why 
should we still celebrate it?

Babasaheb had addressed the 
masses before the event saying, 
“Let’s destroy the authority of 
ancient Hindu scriptures that 
are borne in inequality. Religion 
and slavery are not compatible.” 
After his speech, his associate 
Bapusaheb Sahastrabuddhe said, 

“Even though I am born as a 
Brahmin, I condemn the doctrines 
of Manusmriti. It is a symbol not of 
religion but of inequality, cruelty 
and injustice. I move a resolution 
that the Manusmriti which has 
been the cause of sufferings for 
generations, should be publicly 
burned.” (From the film, ‘Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar: The Untold 
Truth’). At 9 pm that night, the 
book was burned at the hands 
of Bapusaheb Sahastrabuddhe 
and six Dalit sadhus. The three 
banners on the poles erected 
on the corners of a pit (dug for 
burning the Manusmriti), read: 
1.”Manusmriti chi Dahan Bhumi” 
(Crematorium for Manusmriti), 2. 
Destroy Untouchability, and 3. Bury 
the Brahmanism.

(Mahad Satyagraha or Chavdar Tale 
Satyagraha was a satyagraha led 
by Dr.B. R. Ambedkar on 20 March 
1927 to allow untouchables to use 
water in a public tank in Mahad 
(currently in Raigad district), 
Maharashtra. The day (20 March) is 
observed as Social Empowerment 
day in India)

Burning of Manusmrithi as a symbol 
of rejection of the religious basis of 
untouchability had another significance 
also. The RSS was formed in 1925 under the 
leadership of Hegdewar, taking Manusmrithi as 
its theoretical basis. So in a way the burning 
was showing the resistance to RSS also. Since 
93 years have passed after this agitation, and 
RSS neo-fascism has come to power, with Modi 
government moving fast to declare India as a 
Hindurashtra, it is time to move from symbolic 
actions to massive people’s movements to 
put an end to the corporate fascist rule of 
Modi and RSS and to throw out the scripts 
and Smruthis glorifying the Arya invasion and 
Brahmanical hegemony =EB

You must destroy the 
Religion of the Shrutis 
and the Smrutis. 
Nothing else will avail.

Hinduism is a veritable 
chamber of horrors and 
it must die for caste to 
vanish.

I believe in religion of 
liberty, equality and 
fraternity.
Babasaheb Ambedkar



Neo-Fascist  
Transformation  
in India

PJ James

Presently, except some diehard dogmatists, all others in the 
broad left spectrum, and progressive democratic forces accept 
that RSS has succeeded to transform India in to a neo-fascist 
country under neoliberal, corporate domination. How RSS 
succeeded in this is well explained in the third part of the 
Study Paper prepared by com. PJ James for the Central Party 
School of CPI(ML) Red Star for 2019. We are re=producing this 
part of the paper to understand better how RSS evolved, and 
through a process continuing for 95 years could penetrate the 
state machienery and even Constitutional Insitutions desicively. 
The full paper is available at www.cpiml.in
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The advent of fascism in India needs to be analysed 
in the broader global context briefly analysed above. 
BJP that rules India today is just a political outfit of 
RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) that came in to 
being in mid1920-s more or less at the same time when 
fascism appeared in Europe, and as per records, fanatical 
adulation or admiration of both Hitler and Mussolini was 
endemic to RSS leadership from the very beginning.

For instance, Moonje, the mentor 
and political guru of Hegdewar, the 
founder of RSS, hadvisited the Italian 
fascist dictator Mussolini in 1931 and 
inspired by the Fascist Academy 
of Physical Education that trained 
paramilitary lumpen goons like Black 
Shirts,  started the Bhonsala Military 
School in Nasik in 1937 for imparting 
paramilitary training to RSS cadres 
and Hindutva goons under the 
management of Central Hindu 
Military Education Society.

  In fact, Bhonsala School’s links 
with terroristic actions by Hindutva 
extremist groups including 2008 
Malegaon blasts had beenknown 
to Maharashtra Anti-Terror Squad 
led by Hemant Karkare. Now after 
the ascendance of Modi.2, the RSS 
initiative to start Army Schools on 
the model of Indian Military Schools 
to train children to become officers 
in Indian armed forces with effect 
from April, 2020 directed towards 
open saffronisation of the entire 
Indian military apparatus should 
be seen aspart of the qualitatively 
new trends linked with RSS directly 
taking India’s reins in its own hands. 

Meanwhile, as a fascist organisation 
espousing Hitler’s Aryan racial 
puritanism and white supremacy 
together with genocidal 
hatred towards Muslims in a 
predominantly brown-skinned 
India and with extreme servility to 
British imperialism, from the very 
beginning, the RSS totally distanced 
itself from the independence 
movement, and hence remained 
outside the Indian political 
mainstream for a long period. As 
a brahmanical saffron supremacist 
organisation upholding Hindutva 
(which is basically different from 
Hindu) as codified by Savarkar and 
later clarified by Golwalkar, the RSS 
vehemently opposed the adoption 
of Indian Constitution and suggested 
‘Manu Smriti’ (the sacred book 

of chaturvarnya or varna system) 
in its place on the ground that a 
Republican Constitution would 
give equality to all castes.  Being 
banned three times as a terrorist 
organisation, it was its ‘laudable 
action’ during Indira Gandhi’s 
Emergency that enabled its entry 
into the mainstream politics. 

Since then, leading the ‘Sangh 
Parivar’ composed of hundreds of 
secret and open, militant terrorist 
outfits and widening and deepening 
itself across space and time and 
with its far or ultra-right economic 
philosophy and unwavering 
allegiance to US imperialism that 
leads the imperialist camp, today 
RSS has grown into the biggest 
fascist organisation in the world 
with innumerable overseas saffron 
extensions and affiliates backed by 
immense corporate funding.

Revealingly, RSS’ sudden shoot-
up from relative obscurity to the 
political lime-light in mid1970-s 
is coterminous with imperialism’s 
transition to neoliberalism in the 
context of its first biggest postwar 
crisis. And, as a manifestation of the 
mounting neo-colonial plunder and 
consequent increasing integration 
of India with imperialist capital, by 
1970s, India was also in the grip 
of an unprecedented political-
economic instability aggravating all 
the contradictions in the country 
and Indira Gandhi’s proclamation of 
Emergency in 1975 was comprador 
Indian state’s response to this crisis.

In view of Indira Gandhi’s alliance 
with Soviet Union at that time, 
it was also convenient for the 
pro-American RSS to carry on its 
anti-Emergency campaign with 
US backing.  Obviously, lifting of 
Emergency and Indira Gandhi’s 
return to power in 1980 was 
immediately followed by India’s 
abject surrender to US diktats 

through a huge Extended Fund 
Facility loan from IMF with stringent 
conditionalities. It was during this 
extremely crisis-ridden period of 
India that RSS designed its well-
thought-out strategy of eventually 
transforming India as a Hindutva 
fasciststate by floating BJP as 
its political party. In the ensuing 
period, it was effectively taking 
advantage of the facilitating role 
of the soft-Hindutva Congress that 
RSS transformed BJP, its electoral 
machine into India’s biggest ruling 
class party within a relatively short 
span of time. 

And, withthe entire trajectory 
of this long drawn-out process 
marked by such milestones as the 
beginning of the Ram Janmabhoomi 
movement after the assassination 
of Indira Gandhi in 1984, demolition 
of Babri Masjid in 1992, Vajpayee-
led government in the late 1990s, 
Gujarat Pogrom in 2002, the 
ascendancy Modi regime in 2014 
followed by its reiteration as Modi.2 
in 2019, the fascistisationhas reached 
a qualitatively new stage in India.

With Modi.2, in continuation 
of the saffronisation of all the 
constitutional, administrative and 
institutional structures required 
for a fascist transformation 
already underway, RSS is now 
moving towards its ultimate goal 
of establishing Hindu Rashtra, 
which is an intolerant theocratic 
state unequivocally defined by M 
S Golwalkar in 1939 in his magnum 
opus, ‘We, Our Nationhood Defined’. 
For instance, under its corporate-
saffron raj of Modi.2 is blatantly 
unveiling itself as a typical fascist 
state acquiring all the requisite 
features of a majoritarian Hindu 
Rashtra firmly adhering to the 
process of forcible integration of 
Kashmir into Indian Union, 
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superimposition of Hindu code 
under the euphemism of ‘uniform 
civil code’, construction of Ram 
Temple at the site of Babri Masjid 
and even making Muslims as 
second class citizens by amending 
the Citizenship Act itself.All other 
specificities of corporate saffron 
fascism such as anti-Muslimness, 
pan-Indian homogenizing drive 
subjugating the oppressed caste 
organisations aimed at integrating 
them intoHindutva, rejection of all 
values of modernity such as rational-
scientific thinking, fostering the 
cult of tradition and obscurantism, 
treating dissent and disagreement 
as treason, worship of heroism and 
elitism, anti-communism and an 
uncompromising integration with 
corporate finance capital are to be 
analysed in the proper perspective. 

And, in this whole course of 
transformation that propelled RSS 
to wielding Indian state power, a 
neoliberal process spanning almost 
a quarter century, the soft-Hindutva 
Congress had been faithfully playing 
second fiddle to the former without 
any let up. 

After her return to power in 
1980,Indira Gandhi totally reversed 
her earlier approach towards Sangh 
Parivar. After her assassination, her 
son Rajiv Gandhi who ascended to 
power provided facilities to Hindutva 
forces for performing shilanyas at 
the disputed site where Babri Masjid 
was located. 

In the series of highly venomous 
and violent saffron offensives and 
communal riots that ensued since 
1984 such as the ‘Liberation of 
Ayodhya’ campaign by Dharam 
Sansad, formation of Bajrang Dal 
and Durga Vahini as aggressive 
Hindutva militant organisations 
respectively for young men and 
women, etc., the Congress while 
remaining a mute spectator, also 

tried to cash in Hindu sentiments 
for electoral gains. It extended all 
facilities to VHP to collect Ram 
Shilas for the foundation of Ram 
Mandir at Ayodhya and even allowed 
it to lay foundation stone of Ram 
Mandir in 1989. The Congress 
government pursued the same soft 
Hindutva approach when the VHP 
organised a number of international 
conferences since mid1980-s for 
rallying Hindutva expatriates around 
the idea of saffron consolidation. 

In the background of the Mandal 
agitations, though Advani’s 
Rathyatra was stopped in Bihar, with 
the connivance of the Congress 
regime, including communal riots 
in many parts of India, immense 
damage had already been done 
as was manifested in BJP winning 
Assembly elections in Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, MP, Bihar and UP.

Quite logically, the Rao-Manmohan 
government that demolished the 
Nehruvian model and embraced 
full-fledged neoliberalism in 1991 
also extended security cover for 
the demolition of Babri Masjid by 
Hindutva goons in the next year. 
By that time RSS had succeeded 
in converting Ram into a political 
symbol for capturing state power.  
And the ten-year UPA regime in its 
relentless pursuit of soft-Hindutva 
did nothing to bring the perpetrators 
of Gujarat Pogrom before law even 
as US denied visa to Modi for ten 
years due to this. To be precise, 
while the soft Hindutva pursued 
by the Congress totally devastated 
it, the RSS-led BJP with its hard 
Hindutva became the ultimate victor. 

This understanding on Indian 
fascism is also fully in accord with 
the specific historical factors and 
concrete political conditions of 
the country. It is a fundamental 
Marxist approach that any social 
phenomenon when develops further 

and transforms in a different social 
formation will inevitably adapt itself 
to the particularities and specificities 
of that context. Of course, fascism’s 
inseparable integration with the 
hegemony of corporate finance 
capital is its universal character. 
However, ascribing a universal 
pattern or form to the emergence 
of fascism for all situations is 
erroneous, and it will impede the 
building up of anti-fascist struggles 
too. 

For instance, in his concluding 
speech at the 7th Comintern 
Congress that defined fascism 
with its firm foundations in finance 
capital, its General Secretary 
Dimitrov had also underlined 
different course of development of 
fascism in colonial and semi-colonial 
countries,and in these countries, 
according to him, “there can be 
no question of the kind of fascism 
that we are accustomed to see in 
Germany, Italy and other capitalist 
countries”, and for such countries 
he suggested an analysis of their 
specific economic, political and 
historical conditions based on which 
fascism may assume different forms. 

As such, communists can formulate 
the methods of resisting and 
defeating fascism in India only 
through an evaluation of the 
country-specific or national 
peculiarities that provide the fertile 
basis for the development of 
Hindutva fascism integrating itself 
with corporate finance capital today. 

Viewed in this perspective, the 
specific feature of Indian fascism as 
embodied in the ideology of RSS 
is aggressive ‘Hindu nationalism’ or 
Hindutva aimed at the establishment 
of a Hindu theocratic state or Hindu 
Rashtra.
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But as is obvious, the content 
of this nationalism is at variance 
with classical fascism that waged 
aggressive wars for the protection 
of bourgeois national capitalist 
interests. In Afro-Asian-Latin 
American countries which have a 
long period of colonial and neo-
colonial oppression, nationalism 
or patriotism must invariably be 
linked up with anti-colonial and 
anti-imperialist struggles and 
anti-imperialism is, therefore, 
an indispensable component of 
nationalism in these countries.

 On the other hand, neither in the 
colonial period nor in the postwar 
neo-colonial period, RSS has ever 
resorted to any genuine initiative for 
an independent national capitalist 
development. Rather, its entire 
history from the very inception has 
been that of betrayal of genuine 
nationalism. Even today its far-right 
economic orientation or affinity 
to neoliberal-corporatization 
is integrally linked up with its 
allegiance to US imperialism, leader 
of the neo-colonial global order. 

That is, its ‘cultural nationalism’ 
is only a camouflage for serving 
international finance capital. In 
this context, it would be in order, 
if we make a distinction between 
jingoistic and pseudo nationalism of 
RSS from that of the progressive and 
democratic national sentiment of 
the people which is directed against 
imperialism.  

While the former is chauvinistic, 
jingoistic, exclusivist, divisive and 
reactionary that inevitably leads 
to fascism, in the present historical 
context, the latter is anti-imperialist 
and hence progressive, secular, 
democraticand inclusive consisting 
of the struggling unity of workers, 
peasants, women, dalits, adivasis, 
minorities and all oppressed.

A striking feature of Indian fascism 
that makes it all the more venomous 
is its shameless ideological 
orientation towards Brahmanical 
Hindutva supremacy. According to 
this ideology, vast majority of Indian 
people composed of the lower and 
oppressed castes are subhuman 
who deserve no civic or democratic 
rights. As a result, under Modi.

2, on the one hand, most heinous 
atrocities on dalits and other 
oppressed castes are strengthening 
without any let up. Such atrocities 
manifested in the form of lynching, 
mass rape and ‘honour killings’  have 
even permeated to institutions of 
higher learning and research in the 
form ‘institutional murders’. 

On the other, RSS is most 
opportunistically and cunningly 
utilising identity politics to carve 
out caste-based vote banks along 
with unleashing a process of forcible 
integration of the oppressed 
castes in to the Hindutva fold.
That is, pursuing an aggressive 
policy of saffronisation and divide 
and rule, the manuvadi RSS has 
also succeeded in deconstructing 
the various caste-based parties 
so as to submerge them in to the 
majoritarian saffron agenda. 

Therefore, in the Indian context, 
along with sustained struggles 
against the foundations of 
corporate capital, building up 
effective resistance against the 
Brahmanical caste system through 
appropriate ideological and 
practical interventions such as caste 
annihilation movementis a major 
task of the anti-fascist movement 
that invariably encompasses 
economic, social and cultural 
dimensions. 

In the 1930s when two imperialist 
regimes, Italy and Germany had 
embraced fascism, the Comintern 

and Soviet Union had been 
there giving ideological-political 
leadership to the anti-fascist 
struggle. On the other hand, today in 
Europe alone ten neo-fascist parties 
are in power, and backed by financial 
oligarchs they have also initiated 
steps for a pan-European fascist 
alliance against workers, migrants 
and refugees. 

Meanwhile, unlike the relatively 
nation-centred capital of the pre-
war period when European fascism 
emerged, today finance capital 
has become internationalised. 
Consequently, in accordance with 
the complex dimensions of capital 
accumulation and the concomitant 
decay, parasitism and reaction 
associated with internationalisation 
of finance capital, 21st century 
fascism shall inevitably be several-
fold oppressive and militaristic.

On the other hand, on account of 
its ideological-political weakness, 
the communist movement todayis 
not capable enough to take up the 
task of objectively evaluating and 
effectively challenging this fascist 
threat. The situation in India is also 
the same, though the specificities of 
Indian corporate-saffron fascism are 
different. Of particular importance 
here is the need ofclarity on the 
constituents of an anti-fascist front 
or platform. 

In this context, Dimitrov’s 
observations in his address to the 
7th Congress of the Comintern 
is very relevant even today. 
For instance, he had been very 
sceptical of the involvement of the 
imperialist bourgeoisie as fascism 
was inherently connected with 
the bourgeois attempt to shore 
up plunder by changing the state-
form of class domination. Another 
weakness pinpointed by him was the 
class collaborationist attitude of the 
social democrats. 
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Later, Stalinhimself endorsed this 
position of Dimitrov by pinpointing 
the weakness arising from the 
alliance with bourgeois regimes 
in the anti-fascist front of the 
1930s. According to Stalin, at that 
time itself, the unique nature of 
accumulation under the hegemony 
of finance capital had made it 
difficult for the imperialists to adhere 
to a regime of bourgeois democracy. 

He also characterised the 
reactionary character of social 
democracy as ‘moderate wing 
of fascism’ having affinity to the 
policies of financial oligarchs.  In 
fact, Stalin’s criticism was vindicated 
later when, in spite of the horrors of 
Hitler fascism, US imperialism under 
the camouflage of de-colonisation 
and welfare state went on installing 
terrorist-fascist military regimes 
across many countries in accordance 
with the needs of neo-colonial 
expansion of finance capital in 
the immediate postwar period, an 
aspect already referred.  

Today, the fascist offensive is 
taking place in the neoliberal 
context when corporate capital as 
represented by both imperialist 
and comprador bourgeoisie along 
with social democrats who are 
apologists of neoliberal policies has 
degenerated further together with 
the concomitant ideological-cultural 
challenges at the superstructure. 

In this context, the communists 
have to pay much attention in 
differentiating the sustainable 
friends of the anti-fascist front from 
its foes and win over the former 
(including progressive sections of 
social democrats) to the side of the 
struggle against neoliberal fascism. 

The Indiansituation is such that 
along with the Congress which is 
in total disarray,other ruling class 
parties together with the social 
democratic leadership has already 
gone over to the side of neoliberal-
corporatisation that forms the 
foundations of fascism today, even 
as the people are coming out 
against ruling regime in diverse 
forms. In this context, an anti-
fascist offensive is to be initiated 
based on studying lessons from 
past experiences and concrete 
evaluation of the present with 
particular attention to the objective 
realities of India. 

For instance, though religion 
in itself is not fascistic, under 
neoliberalism majoritarian religion 
everywhere is amenable to be used 
by finance capital as an ideological 
basis of fascism (e.g. Evangelism 
in the Americas, Political Islam 
in West Asia, Hindutva in India, 
Buddhism in South-east Asia).As 
such, majoritarian fascist oppression 
on religious minorities is to be 
identified as an objective fact today. 
Hence, while isolating extremist 
groups and fundamentalist 
elements of all religions, it is the 
task of the anti-fascist democratic 
forces to declare solidarity with 
the oppressed religious minorities, 
especially the Muslims who are 
particularly targeted in the concrete 
Indian context.  

Thus, in continuation of the Political 
Resolution as adopted in the 11th 
Congress of our Party and taking 
into account the qualitative changes 
associated with Modi.2, the Central 
Committee (CC) has stressed the 
central role of the revolutionary 
unity of struggling left forces in 
the fight against corporate-saffron 
fascism.  The essential basis of 
such an initiative is the building 
up of mass movements and class 
struggle capable of imparting 

effective resistance against fascism 
in all its manifestations. To initiate 
this process, the CC has called 
for an open dialogue among the 
struggling left forces to explore 
the possibilities of developing 
mass political platformsbased 
on common minimum program 
at the national and state levels 
encompassing both parliamentary 
and non-parliamentary struggles 
according to concrete conditions. 
This initiative on the part of the Left 
with a people’s alternative shall form 
the core and the prelude for abroad 
anti-fascist united platform at the 
all India level. Such an effort uniting 
with all progressive-democratic 
forces on the one hand, shall 
effectively explore the possibility of 
tactical issue-based alliances with 
other sections based on people’s 
genuine needs and requirements 
according to the concrete conditions 
on the other. 

This approach, while ensuring 
our independent fighting space, 
is indispensable for winning over 
more and more forces with an 
anti-fascist orientation andfor 
utilising contradictions within the 
ruling classes and for isolating the 
most reactionary elements of who 
are allying with corporate-saffron 
fascism.This shallenable us to pursue 
for ourlong-term goal of achieving 
genuine democracy for all the 
people. 
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When we are discussing about the Caste System in 
India aaand Abolition of Caste System, the discussion 
of RSS which is the fountain head of all Brahmanical 
Hindutva forces, the RSS Parivar, which is sprading the 
Hindutva ideology, and demanding the adoption of 
Manusmrithis as India’s Constitution is very important. 
Com. Shamsul Islam has studied the source materials 
from the Archives and prepared this study, which will 
help us much to understand the origin, development 
and present nature of RSS – EB

Part 1
RSS Modelled After Nazi & 
Fascist Parties
The process of Hindutva takeover 
of the democratic-secular Indian 
polity got huge push with Narender 
Modi, a seasoned RSS ideologue 
becoming PM of India in 2014. His 
commitment to the cause of the 
Hindutva politics and hatred for the 
Indian democratic-secular polity has 
been unambiguous. While ruling the 
State Gujarat as the chief minister 
in 2013 he had declared himself to 
be a Hindu nationalist.[i] It was first 
time in the history of Independent 
India that any person occupying 
a constitutional office identified 
him/herself as Hindu nationalist. It 
is to be noted that terrorists who 
assassinated MK Gandhi on January 
1948 ,30 at Delhi, too, described 
themselves as Hindu nationalists.

His taking over as the PM was 
celebrated by the RSS and its 
innumerable known and unknown 
organizations with declaring open 
war against the democratic-secular 
Indian polity on a large scale. The 
Hindutva cadres and mobs ruled 
the streets of India with vehemence 
never seen after Independence. RSS 
leaders declared that with Modi as 
the PM India was once again under a 
Hindu ruler after Prithvi Raj Chauhan 
(92-1178); almost 1000 years later! 
One leading RSS office-bearers 
Rajeshwar Singh declared:

“Our target is to make India a Hindu 
Rashtra by 2021. The Muslims and 
Christians don’t have any right to 
stay here…So they would either be 
converted to Hinduism or forced to 
run away from here.”[ii]

The terrorism is in the genes of RSS 
(Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh; 
National Volunteer Association) as 
evidences from its own archives 
will prove. It was formed in 1925 by 

KB Hedgewar (known as Doctorji 
in the RSS fraternity), his mentor 
BS Moonje and the propounder 
of the idea of Hindutva, Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar. Hedgewar was 
in the Indian National Congress 
(INC) but left it as he was against 
the anti-British freedom struggle led 
by MK Gandhi which treated people 
of all religions as part of the Indian 
nation and stood for an inclusive 
independent India. A biography of 
Hedgewar published by the RSS 
describes that he parted with INC 
because,

“Gandhiji worked constantly with 
one eye on Hindu– Muslim unity…
But Doctorji sensed danger in that 
move. In fact, he did not even relish 
the newfangled slogan of ‘Hindu– 
Muslim Unity’”.[iii]

Linkages with Mussolini
This group of Hindu nationalist 
leaders declared India to be a Hindu 
nation where the main enemies 
were Muslims and Christians of 
India. According to them Muslims 
and Christians remained out of this 
nationhood because they did not 
assimilate into the Hindu cultural 
heritage or the Hindu religion. 
Savarkar argued that they,

“cannot be recognized as Hindus; 
as since their adoption of the new 
cult they had ceased to own Hindu 
civilisation [Sanskriti] as a whole. 
They belong, or feel that they 
belong to, a cultural unit altogether 
different from the Hindu one. Their 
heroes and their hero-worship, their 
fairs and their festivals, their ideals 
and their outlook on-life, have now 
ceased to be common with ours.”[iv]

Indian Muslims and Christians were 
thus ’emigrants’ following foreign 
religions, and not entitled to be part 
of the Indian nation which was a 
Hindu nation. In order to tackle the 
Muslims and Christian ‘problem’ 

they found the Nazi and the Fascist 
projects of cleansing the Jews very 
attractive. The Italian researcher, 
Marzia Casolari has done pioneering 
work in making public the direct 
linkages between RSS and Mussolini 
based on Moonje’s diary. Moonje, 
“a politician strictly related to the 
RSS” had man-to-man meeting with 
Mussolini on March 3.00) 1931 ,19 
pm) at Rome. According to Moonje’s 
own diary he told Mussolini that

“I just saw this morning and 
afternoon the Balilla [Italian Fascist 
Youth Organization] and the Fascist 
Organisations and I was much 
impressed. Italy needs them for 
her development and prosperity…
Every aspiring and growing Nation 
needs such organisations…‘Signor 
Mussolini–who appeared very 
pleased–said– Thanks but yours is an 
uphill task. However I wish you every 
success in return.’”

According to Moonje’s diary 
immediately after his return from 
Rome he called upon Hindu 
nationalist leaders to

“Imitate the youth movements of 
Germany and the Balilla and Fascist 
organisations of Italy. I think they 
are eminently suited for introduction 
in India, adapting them to suit the 
special conditions. I have been 
very much impressed by these 
movements and I have seen their 
activities with my own eyes in all 
details.”

 March 1934 ,31, Moonje, Hedgewar 
and Laloo Gokhale had a meeting, 
the subject of which was again the 
military organisation of the Hindus, 
along the Italian and German lines. 
Moonje called upon the gathering 
that they should work for
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“standardisation of Hinduism 
throughout India… But the point is 
that this ideal cannot be brought 
to effect unless we have our own 
swaraj with a Hindu as a dictator like 
Shivaji of old or Mussolini or Hitler of 
the present day Italy or Germany… 
But this does not mean that we have 
to sit with folded hands until some 
such dictator arises in India. We 
should formulate a scientific scheme 
and carry on propaganda for it…”

According to Marzia, Moonje 
publicly admitted that his idea 
of militarily reorganizing Hindu 
society was inspired by the “military 
training schools of England, France, 
Germany and Italy” Moonje’s 
‘Preface to the Scheme of the 
Central Hindu Military Society and 
its Military School’ declared at the 
outset:

“This training is meant for qualifying 
and fitting our boys for the game 
of killing masses of men with the 
ambition of winning victory with the 
best possible causalities of dead and 
wounded while causing the utmost 
possible to the adversary”.[v]

The renowned Indian historian, 
Professor Ramchandra Guha 
underscoring the continuation of 
Fascist Italian legacy by the current 
RSS-BJP regime wrote recently,

“The Italian State of the 1920s 
bears a striking resemblance to 
Modi’s regime today which speaks 
respectfully of the Constitution 
while blatantly violating its spirit 
and essence, which appeals to 
ancient wisdom while displaying a 
contempt for modern science, which 
claims to exalt ancient culture while 
manifesting an utter philistinism in 
practice…

“Benito Mussolini and his fascists 
thought they would rule Italy forever. 
Narendra Modi and the BJP think 
likewise. These fantasies of eternal 
rule will not come to fruition; but so 
long as the present regime remains 
in power, it will continue to extract 
a horrendous cost — in economic, 
political, social, and moral terms. 
Italy took decades to recover from 
the ravages of Mussolini and his 
party; India may take even longer 
to recover from the ravages of Modi 
and his party.”[vi]

RSS Celebrated the Holocaust & 
Planned to Execute it for Cleansing 
Indian Muslims & Christians

The most prominent ideologue of 
the RSS, MS Golwalkar (known as 
Guru Golwalkar in the RSS fraternity) 
who became RSS Supremo in 1940 
and who is credited by the present 
Indian PM to have groomed him into 
a political leader declared:

“If, as is indisputably proved, 
Hindusthan is the land of the Hindus 
and is the terra firma for the Hindu 
nation alone to flourish upon, what 
is to be the fate of all those, who, 
today, happen to live upon the land, 
though not belonging to the Hindu 
Race, Religion and culture?”[vii]

It would be like the Jews under 
Hitler and Mussolini. Thus Golwalkar 
glorified the Holocaust in the 
following words:

“German Race pride has now 
become the topic of the day. To 
keep up the purity of the race and its 
culture, Germany shocked the world 
by her purging the country of the 
Semitic races—the Jews. Race pride 
at its highest has been manifested 
here. Germany has also shown how 
well-nigh impossible it is for races 
and cultures, having differences 
going to the root, to be assimilated 
into one united whole, a good lesson 
for us in Hindusthan to learn and 
profit by.”[viii]

Golwalkar, finally, following into the 
foot-steps of Hitler, arrived at the 
following solution for the minority 
problem in India,

“From this stand point, sanctioned 
by the experience of shrewd 
old nations, the foreign races in 
Hindusthan must either adopt 
the Hindu culture and language, 
must learn to respect and hold 
in reverence Hindu religion, must 
entertain no idea but those of the 
glorification of the Hindu race and 
culture, i.e., of the Hindu nation and 
must lose their separate existence to 
merge in the Hindu race, or may stay 
in the country, wholly subordinated 
to the Hindu Nation, claiming 
nothing, deserving no privileges, 
far less any preferential treatment 
not even citizen’s rights. There is, at 
least should be, no other course for 
them to adopt. We are an old nation: 
let us deal, as old nations ought to 
and do deal, with the foreign races 
who have chosen to live in our 
country.”[ix]

Savarkar went on to support 
Hitler’s anti-Jewish pogroms and 
on October 1938 ,14, he suggested 
the same solution for the Muslim 
problem in India:

A Nation is formed by a majority 
living therein. What did the Jews do 
in Germany? They being in minority 
were driven out from Germany.[x]

RSS Rolls out Racist Project of 
Producing ‘Aryan’ Babies in India

According to RSS, Nazism is to be 
followed not only for cleansing of 
Muslims and Christians but also 
for producing the ‘Aryan’ babies 
as was done in Germany under 
Hitler. RSS has officially shared the 
information that one of its offshoots, 
Garbh Vigyan Sanskar (Uterus 
Science Culture), following the Vedic 
preaching and experiments in 
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Germany, is conducting live trials in 
many parts of India for producing 
‘fair’ and ‘tall’, ‘customized’ perfect 
babies. According to Dr. Hitesh 
Jani, convener of Arogya Bharati 
(health with), another outfit of 
RSS which is part of the project, if 
the proper procedure is followed, 
“Parents apparently have small, dark 
babies because they are impure, but 
purification is fortunately a simple, 
protocol-driven process tied to the 
lunar calendar. Prospective parents 
should copulate by astrological 
schedule and watch what they 
ingest, hear and think. Thus they 
will clean up the chromosomes in 
their gametes, and the original sin 
tattering the telomeres.”[xi]

Speaking to a prominent English 
daily of India, the top office-bearers 
associated with this “top-priority” 
project of the RSS, shared the facts 
that

“it was launched in Gujarat over a 
decade ago, and taken up at the 
national level in 2015. Today, the 
project, assisted by the Sangh’s 
education wing Vidya Bharati, has 
around 10 branches in Gujarat and 
Madhya Pradesh, with more units to 
come up soon in Uttar Pradesh and 
West Bengal.”

According to Dr Karishma Mohandas 
Narwani, national convener of the 
project,

Our main objective is to make a 
samarth Bharat (capable India) 
through uttam santati (best off-
springs). Our target is to have 
thousands of such babies by 2020. 
[xii]

According to the managers of 
this venture this project was 
inspired on the advice of a senior 
RSS ideologue, received over 40 
years ago, who found Germany 
had “resurrected itself by having 
such signature children through 
Ayurvedic practices within two 

decades after World War II”. Dr 
Ashok Kumar Varshney, an RSS 
whole-timer for over 30 years and 
national organising secretary of 
Arogya Bharati, said that apart 
from a university in Jamnagar 
(Gujarat), two other institutions 
have incorporated Garbh Vigyan 
Sanskar in their curriculum: Children 
University in Gandhinagar and Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee Hindi University in 
Bhopal.

The project claims to have ensured 
the delivery of 450 “customised 
babies” so far, and its target is to 
have a Garbh Vigyan Anusandhan 
Kendra, a facilitation centre, in 
every state by 2020.The aim of 
this project is that women should 
deliver an “uttam santati”; a 
perfect, “customised child”. The 
process requires three months 
of “shuddhikaran” (purification) 
for parents, intercourse at a time 
decided by planetary configurations, 
complete abstinence after the baby 
is conceived, and procedural and 
dietary regulations.

In order to spread the goal of 
producing ‘tall’ and ‘fair’ babies 
several seminars and counseling 
sessions were held in Delhi, Mumbai, 
and smaller cities such as Udupi in 
Karnataka, Kasaragod in Kerala, and 
Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada in 
Andhra Pradesh.

The counseling sessions were also 
scheduled to be held in Kolkata, 
Rohtak and Gurgaon. The RSS 
was hopeful that by 2020 to have 
thousands of ideal infants on the 
production line.

This RSS love for a Race which is 
of “fair” complexion is part of its 
ideological heritage that Indians 
are Aryans; fair, tall, honourable, 
respectable and noble who speak 
Sanskrit language. RSS stands for 
Aryan supremacy and believes 
that only Hindu Brahmins of North 
India are from that stock. We read 

above how second Supremo of RSS, 
Guru Golwalkar while addressing a 
gathering of faculty and students 
of the School of Social Science of 
Gujarat University on December 
1960 ,17 shared the wisdom that 
Namboodri Brahmins from North 
India were sent to Kerala to improve 
breed of the Hindus there.

The RSS belief of Aryan superiority 
has been borrowed from Hitler 
and his Nazi Party of Germany. 
According to the website of the 
United State Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, Adolf Hitler even before 
becoming chancellor of Germany 
was obsessed with the ideas about 
superiority of the Aryan Race. He 
believed in Racial “purity” and in 
the superiority of the “Germanic 
race” which he described as Aryan 
“master race.” He declared this 
Aryan Race must remain pure in 
order to rule the world one day 
which was not far away. According 
to Hitler, the ideal “Aryan” was blond, 
blue-eyed, and tall. [xiii]

When Hitler and the Nazis came 
to power, these beliefs became 
the state ideology and were 
propagated publicly through 
posters, on the radio, in movies, in 
classrooms, and in the newspapers. 
The Nazis began to put their 
ideology into practice with the 
support of German scientists who 
believed that the human race 
could be improved by limiting the 
reproduction of people considered 
“inferior.” Beginning in 1933, 
German physicians were allowed 
to perform forced sterilizations, 
operations making it impossible for 
the victims to have children. Among 
the targets of this public program 
were Roma (Gypsies), an ethnic 
minority numbering about 30,000 
in Germany, and handicapped 
individuals, including the mentally 
ill and people born deaf and blind. 
Also victimized were about 500 
African-German children, the 
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offspring of German mothers and 
African colonial soldiers in the Allied 
armies that occupied the German 
Rhineland region after World War I. 
[xiv]

In fact, the present project of 
RSS aimed at producing ‘fair’ 
and ‘tall’ customized babies is 
direct borrowing from the Nazis‟ 
“Lebensborn” (Spring of life) 
program to create an Aryan master 
Race. Under this project of breeding 
of children of pure Aryan race, 
some 8,000 children were born 
in Germany and around 12,000 in 
Norway as part of “Lebensborn” 
under the direct supervision Nazi 
theoretician and leader, Heinrich 
Himmler to encourage women of 
pure blood” to bear fair-tall Aryan 
children. Interestingly, most of such 
bred children did not grow into fair-
tall and blond babies. However, it 
was an integral part of a murderous 
racial policy that on the one hand 
aimed at producing pure Aryan 
children and on the other hand 
exterminating non-Aryans like Jews, 
6 million of them killed and the 
forced sterilization of people with 
hereditary diseases.[xv]

The RSS project of “uttam santati”; a 
white and tall “customised child” in 
its first gear, attempts to follow the 
Nazi Racist project, “Lebensborn”. 
As a natural corollary, soon it will 
go for the second part of the 
project like Nazis; eliminating all 
those Indians who are not found 
to be “Aryan” of pure blood. It is 
to be noted that Hindutva gang 
historically has been worshipper of 
the Nazi ideals. The most prominent 
ideologue of RSS even penned a 
highly despicable book We or Our 
Nationhood Defined in 1939. In this 
book, Golwalkar not only glorified 
cleansing of millions of Jews by 
Hitler but also advised the Hindutva 
organizations in India to emulate the 
Nazis in exterminating Muslims and 
Christians who were not “Aryans”.

[xvi] However, these will not be only 
Muslims and Christians who will face 
the Hindutva scientists and lynching 
mobs but also most of the South 
Indians who have already been 
declared as “Black”.

PART II
RSS Hatred for Democratic- 
Secular India
The RSS, contrary to the principles 
of democracy, constantly demanded 
India to be ruled under a totalitarian 
regime. Golwalkar while delivering 
a speech before the 1350 top level 
cadres of the RSS in 1940 declared,

“RSS inspired by one flag [saffron], 
one leader and one ideology is 
lighting the flame of Hindutva in 
each and every corner of this great 
land.”[xvii]

This slogan of one flag, one leader 
and one ideology was directly 
borrowed from the programmes of 
Nazi and Fascist parties of Europe.

The English organ of the RSS, 
Organiser, on the very eve of 
Independence (August 1947 ,14) 
editorially chalked out its concept of 
nation in the following words:

“Let us no longer allow ourselves 
to be influenced by false notions 
of nationhood. Much of the mental 
confusion and the present and 
future troubles can be removed by 
the ready recognition of the simple 
fact that in Hindusthan only the 
Hindus form the nation and the 
national structure must be built on 
that safe and sound foundation…
the nation itself must be built up of 
Hindus, on Hindu traditions, culture, 
ideas and aspirations.”

Golwalkar Planned Massacre of 
Muslims on the Eve of Indian 
Independence

So RSS under Golwalkar was 
committed to the cleansing 
of Muslims from India. He was 
personally involved in this evil 
project as was corroborated 
by the first home secretary of 
Uttar Pradesh, Rajeshwar Dayal, 
and a senior bureaucrat in his 
autobiography.

“I must record an episode of 
a very grave nature when the 
procrastination and indecision 
of the UP Cabinet led to dire 
consequences. When communal 
tension was still at fever pitch, 
the Deputy Inspector General of 
Police of the Western Range, a very 
seasoned and capable officer, B. 
B. L. Jaitley, arrived at my house in 
great secrecy. He was accompanied 
by two of his officers who brought 
with them two large steel trunks 
securely locked. When the trunks 
were opened, they revealed 
incontrovertible evidence of a 
dastardly conspiracy to create a 
communal holocaust throughout the 
Western districts of the province. 
The trunks were crammed with 
blueprints of great accuracy and 
professionalism of every town and 
village in that vast area, prominently 
marking out the Muslim localities 
and habitations. There were also 
detailed instructions regarding 
access to the various locations, and 
other matters which amply revealed 
the sinister purport.

Greatly alarmed by those revelations, 
I immediately took the police party 
to the Premier’s [Govind Vallabh 
Pant of the INC] house. There, in 
a closed room, Jaitley gave a full 
report of his discovery, backed by all 
the evidence contained in the steel 
trunks. Timely raids conducted on 
the premises of the RSS (Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh) had brought 
the massive conspiracy to light. 



RSS as a Terrorist  
outfit: Evidences  
from its archives
Continued

The whole plot had been concerted 
under the direction and supervision 
of the Supremo of the organization 
[Golwalkar] himself.[xviii]

Of course, Pant an RSS mole in the 
Congress took no action despite 
Golwalkar present in the area. He 
was never charged for this attempt 
of massacre of Muslims.

Even Sardar Patel Underlined 
Massacre of Muslims During the 
Partition by the RSS

It is well-known that the then Home 
Minister of India, Sardar Vallabh 
Bhai Patel, had a soft-corner for 
the RSS and continues to be a 
favourite with the RSS. However 
even Sardar Patel found it difficult 
to defend the RSS for its role in the 
post-Partition massacre of Muslims. 
In a letter written to Golwalkar (the 
then Supremo of the RSS), dated 11 
September 1948, Sardar Patel stated:

“Organizing the Hindus and helping 
them is one thing but going in 
for revenge for its sufferings on 
innocent and helpless men, women 
and children is quite another thing…
”[xix]

Highly Decorated Indian Police 
Officer on RSS Terrorism Under 
Modi Rule

There are instances of other honest 
senior officials who had the courage 
to bring in public domain record 
RSS’ terrorist activities. How RSS 
spread hatred and terrorized 
minorities of India in less than a 
year of Modi first term as the PM 
(19-2014) of India was described in 
detail by one of the most decorated 
cops of India, Julio Ribeiro, former 
ambassador to Romania and 
recipient of the Padma Bhushan, 
a prominent national award in 
the following words. Petrified as 
a Christian, he wrote on March ,17 
2015:

Today, in my 86th year, I feel 
threatened, not wanted, reduced 
to a stranger in my own country.  
The same category of citizens who 
had put their trust in me to rescue 
them from a force they could not 
comprehend have now come out of 
the woodwork to condemn me for 
practising a religion that is different 
from theirs. I am not an Indian 
anymore, at least in the eyes of the 
proponents of the Hindu Rashtra.

Is it coincidence or a well-thought-
out plan that the systematic 
targeting of a small and peaceful 
community should begin only after 
the BJP government of Narendra 
Modi came to power last May? ‘Ghar 
wapsi’, the declaration of Christmas 
as ‘Good Governance Day’, the 
attack on Christian churches and 
schools in Delhi, all added to a sense 
of siege that now afflicts these 
peaceful people.

Christians have consistently punched 
above their weight — not as much as 
the tiny Parsi community, but just as 
noticeably. Education, in particular, 
has been their forte. Many schools, 
colleges, related establishments that 
teach skills for jobs have been set up 
and run by Christians. They are much 
in demand. Even diehard Hindus 
have sought admission in such 
centres of learning and benefited 
from the commitment and sincerity 
of Christian teachers. Incidentally, no 
one seems to have been converted 
to Christianity, though many, many 
have imbibed Christian values and 
turned ‘pseudo-secularist’.

The Indian army was headed by a 
Christian general, the navy more 
than once, and same with the air 
force. The country’s defence forces 
have countless men and women in 
uniform who are Christians. How 
can they be declared non-Indians 
by Parivar hotheads out to create a 
pure Hindu Rashtra?

It is tragic that these extremists 
have been emboldened beyond 
permissible limits by an atmosphere 
of hate and distrust. The Christian 
population, a mere 2 per cent of the 
total populace, has been subjected 
to a series of well-directed body 
blows. If these extremists later turn 
their attention to Muslims, which 
seems to be their goal, they will 
invite consequences that this writer 
dreads to imagine.[xx]

What Golwalkar’s favourite RSS 
student, Modi did to Gujarat Muslims 
in 2002 would be clear from the 
following words of an editorial in 
a prominent English daily of India, 
Hindustan Times,

“Daughters were gang-raped in front 
of their fathers and then had their 
heads bashed in. Their fathers were 
doused with petrol and set on fire. 
Their property was looted. Their 
businesses were destroyed. And the 
police stood by and did nothing.[xxi]

For RSS Indian Muslims & Christians 
are ‘Internal Threat’ Number One & 
Two Respectively

In fact, the ‘Holy’ book for the RSS 
cadres  Bunch of Thoughts, has 
a long chapter titled as ‘Internal 
Threats’ in which Muslims and 
Christians are described as threat 
number one and two respectively. 
This chapter opens with the 
following statement.

“It has been the tragic lesson of 
the history of many a country in 
the world that the hostile elements 
within the country pose a far greater 
menace to national security then 
aggressors from outside.”[xxii]

While treating Muslims as ‘Internal 
Threat’ number one, Golwalkar goes 
on to elaborate,
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“Even to this day there are so 
many who say, ‘now there is no 
Muslim problem at all. All those 
riotous elements who supported 
Pakistan have gone away once 
for all. The remaining Muslims are 
devoted to our country. After all, 
they have no other place to go and 
they are bound to remain loyal’….
It would be suicidal to delude 
ourselves into believing that they 
have turned patriots overnight 
after the creation of Pakistan. On 
the contrary, the Muslim menace 
has increased a hundredfold by 
the creation of Pakistan which has 
become a springboard for all their 
future aggressive designs on our 
country.”[xxiii]

He goes on to spit venom against 
common Muslims in the following 
words,

“…within the country there are so 
many Muslim pockets, i.e., so many 
‘miniature Pakistans’…The conclusion 
is that, in practically every place, 
there are Muslims who are in 
constant touch with Pakistan over 
the transmitter…”[xxiv]

According to him every Muslim in 
India is untrustworthy and disloyal,

“Even today, Muslims, whether in 
high positions of the Government or 
outside, participate openly in rabidly 
anti-national conferences.”[xxv]

While deliberating on the ‘Internal 
Threat’ number two, he says,

“Such is the role of Christian 
gentlemen residing in our land 
today, out to demolish not only the 
religious and social fabric of our 
life but also to establish political 
domination in various pockets and if 
possible all over the land.”[xxvi]

This book from Guru of Hate, 
Golwalkar denigrates the Indian 
Constitution, concept of equality, 
justice and the Tricolour; the national 

flag. It attracts at least 20 Indian 
Penal Code charges but continues to 
be sold in all Indian languages and 
the best-seller for RSS.

Sikhism, Jainism, and Buddhism not 
Independent Religions

RSS regards followers of Islam and 
Christianity as emigrant or foreigners 
and demands their cleansing as 
these two religions are declared 
to be foreign religions. However, 
RSS has no respect for Indian 
religions like Sikhism, Buddhism and 
Jainism as these are not treated 
as independent religions but part 
of Hinduism. Guru Golwalkar set 
the agenda by declaring that, “the 
Buddhists, the Jain, the Sikh are all 
included in that one comprehensive 
word ‘Hindu›”.[xxvii] In fact, 
Golwalkar learnt this denial to 
Sikhism, Jainism and Buddhism the 
status of independent religions from 
senior Hindutva icon, Savarkar who 
believed that the followers of,

“Vaidicism, Sanatanism, Jainism, 
Buddism, Lingaitism, Shikhism, the 
Arya Samaji, the Brahmasamaj, the 
Devasamaj, the Prarthana Samaji 
and such other religions of Indian 
origin are Hindus and constitute 
Hindudom, i.e., the Hindu people as 
a whole.”[xxviii]

PART III
RSS Linkages with the International 
Terrorist Organizations:  Report in 
the New York Times
The world obsessed with Islamist 
terrorism has not bothered to 
take any notice of a new terrorism 
network developing fast in India 
and its neighbourhood between 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
and two ultra nationalist Buddhist 
groups of Myanmar and Sri Lanka 
against minorities in the area. In a 
startling and focused disclosure 
The International New York Times 
(October 2014 ,16) in an editorial 

titled ‘Deadly alliances against 
Muslims’ wrote:

“On his 79th birthday in July, the 
Dalai Lama appealed to Buddhist 
extremist groups in Myanmar and 
Sri Lanka to stop instigating attacks 
against Muslim minorities that have 
killed scores. Instead, in an affront 
to Buddhism’s core message of 
compassion, leaders of those groups 
announced an alliance to make 
common cause against Muslims.

‘The time has come to ally 
internationally,’ Galagodaththe 
Gnanasara, the leader of the 
radical Sri Lankan Buddhist group 
Bodu Bala Sena, announced at a 
convention held in Colombo last 
month. The guest of honor was 
Ashin Wirathu, a Buddhist radical 
whose picture Time magazine put 
on its July 1 cover as ‘The Face of 
Buddhist Terror.’ The government of 
Prime Minister Mahindra Rajapaksa 
ignored pleas by Sri Lankan Muslim 
and Christian civil groups, fearful of 
more anti-Muslim violence in their 
country, to deny Mr. Wirathu a visa. 
Granting Mr. Wirathu a visa can only 
reinforce the fears of many Muslims 
that the government — and perhaps 
more powerful regional allies — back 
Bodu Bala Sena, which translates as 
Buddhist Power Force.

“Last week, Mr. Gnanasara claimed 
he was in discussions ‘at a high 
level’ with the right-wing Indian 
Hindu group Rashtriya Swayam 
Sevak to form what he called a 
‘Hindu-Buddhist peace zone’ in 
South Asia. A Rashtriya Swayam 
Sevak spokesman, Ram Madhav, 
promptly denied that there were any 
such discussions. But Mr. Madhav, 
now general secretary of India’s 
governing Bharatiya Janata Party, 
has written comments sympathetic 
to Bodu Bala Sena and Mr. Wirathu’s 
group 969 in Myanmar on his 
Facebook and Twitter accounts.
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“It is folly for the governments of 
Mr. Rajapaksa in Sri Lanka, President 
Thein Sein of Myanmar and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in India, or 
their political allies, to give even 
the appearance of tolerating these 
Islamophobic groups in a region 
that has too often been convulsed 
by religious sectarian violence. They 
should condemn this mad alliance 
before it can spread further.”[xxix]

Neo-Nazi Mass Murderer of Norway, 
Breivik’s linkages with the RSS

Gnanasara’s revelation that ultra-
orthodox Buddhists in South Asia 
are entering into deadly alliances 
with RSS for cleansing minorities 
in the region was not first of its 
kind. Neo-Nazi mass murderer of 
Norway, Anders Behring Breivik, 
glorified Indian ‘Hindu Nationalists.
[xxx] He opened Pandora’s box 
when declared “Hindu Nationalist” 
movement of India as a key ally in 
a global struggle to bring down 
democratic regimes across the 
world. Just before he went to 
massacre a large number of people 
in Norway he released a “manifesto” 
of 1,518 pages, of which 102 pages 
dealt with the glorification of 
Hindutva movement of India. It 
declared support to “Sanatana 
Dharma movements and Indian 
nationalists in general.”

This manifesto also laid down a plan 
of co-operation between Neo-Nazi 
movements of Europe and “Hindu 
Nationalist” organizations of India. 
It said that it was essential that 
these two “learn from each other 
and cooperate as much as possible” 
as “Our goals are more or less 
identical.” This manifesto specially 
mentioned the name of the fountain 
head of the Hindutva politics like 
RSS and its subsidiaries like BJP, 
ABVP and VHP in this regard.[xxxi]

Importantly, the manifesto 
pledged military support “to the 
nationalists in the Indian civil 

war and in the deportation of all 
Muslims from India” as part of a 
larger campaign to “overthrow of all 
western European multi-culturalist 
governments.

In the light of these facts it can 
be assumed that RSS is gradually 
working to build an international 
set-up to spread and execute its 
politics of hatred against Muslims, 
Christians and progressive elements. 
Its goal of cleansing minorities is 
being internationalized with very 
serious repercussions for the area 
and the world. Modi Government’s 
fraternal ties with Zionist Israel 
make this trend more lethal. These 
developments pose a very serious 
threat to democratic-secular fabric 
of the country and may turn India 
into unwarranted conflicts.

Even Father of the Nation, MK 
Gandhi not Spared

Hindu Mahasabha and RSS were 
jointly responsible for the murder 
of Father of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi, was corroborated by Sardar 
Patel in a letter to a prominent 
leader of Hindu Mahasabha, Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee. On July 1948 ,18 
Sardar wrote:

“As regards the RSS and the Hindu 
Mahasabha, the case relating to 
Gandhiji’s murder is sub judice 
and I should not like to say 
anything about the participation 
of the two organizations, but 
our reports do confirm that, as a 
result of the activities of these two 
bodies, particularly the former, an 
atmosphere was created in the 
country in which such a ghastly 
tragedy became possible. There 
is no doubt in my mind that the 
extreme section of the Hindu 
Mahasabha was involved in the 
conspiracy. The activities of the 
RSS constituted a clear threat 
to the existence of Government 
and the State. Our reports show 
that those activities, despite the 

ban, have not died down. Indeed, 
as time has marched on, the 
RSS circles are becoming more 
defiant and are indulging in their 
subversive activities in an increasing 
measure.”[xxxii]

PART IV
RSS as a North Indian Brahmanical 
Terrorist Organization
Those who believe that RSS wants 
cleansing of Muslims and Christians 
only know half of the reality. Its 
project of Hindu nation demands 
sub-human existence for Sudras 
(Dalits) and Hindu women. In fact, 
RSS wanted this Constitution to 
be replaced by Manusmriti or 
Manu Code (laws of Manu) that is 
notorious for its derogatory and 
inhuman references to Sudras, 
Untouchables and women. The 
Constituent Assembly of India 
finalized the Constitution of India 
on November 1949 ,26, RSS was 
not happy. Its organ, Organiser in 
an editorial on November 1949 ,30, 
complained:

“But in our Constitution there is no 
mention of the unique constitutional 
development in ancient Bharat. 
Manu’s Laws were written long 
before Lycurgus of Sparta or Solon 
of Persia. To this day his laws as 
enunciated in the Manusmriti excite 
the admiration of the world and 
elicit spontaneous obedience and 
conformity. But to our constitutional 
pundits that means nothing.”

By demanding promulgation of 
Manu Code in the Independent India 
RSS was simply following its mentor, 
philosopher and guide VD Savarkar 
who declared:

“Manusmriti is that scripture which 
is most worship-able after Vedas for 
our Hindu Nation and which from 
ancient times has become the basis 
of our culture-customs, thought and 
practice. This book for centuries 
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has codified the spiritual and divine 
march of our nation. Even today the 
rules which are followed by crores 
of Hindus in their lives and practice 
are based on Manusmriti. Today 
Manusmriti is Hindu Law.[xxxiii]

What kind of civilization the RSS 
and Hindutva camp want to build 
by enforcing the laws of Manu, can 
be known by having a glimpse of 
the laws prescribed by Manu for 
the lower castes/Untouchables 
and women. Some of these 
dehumanizing and degenerate laws, 
which are presented here, are self-
explanatory.

A Selection of Laws of Manu 
Denigrating Dalits/Untouchables

1. For the sake of the prosperity of 
the worlds (the divine one) caused 
the Brahmana, the Kshatriya, the 
Vaisya, and the Sudra to proceed 
from his mouth, his arm, his thighs 
and his feet. (I/31)

2. One occupation only the lord 
prescribed to the Sudras, to serve 
meekly even these (other) three 
castes. (I/91)

3. Once-born man (a Sudra), who 
insults a twice-born man with gross 
invective, shall have his tongue cut 
out; for he is of low origin. (VIII/270)

4. If he mentions the names and 
castes (jati) of the (twice-born) with 
contumely, an iron nail, ten fingers 
long, shall be thrust red-hot into his 
mouth. (VIII/271)

-5 If he arrogantly teaches 
Brahmanas their duty, the king shall 
cause hot oil to be poured into his 
mouth and into his ears. (VIII/272)

6. He who raises his hand or a stick, 
shall have his hand cut off; he who in 
anger kicks with his foot, shall have 
his foot cut off. (VIII/280)

6. A low-caste man who tries to 
place himself on the same seat 
with a man of a high caste, shall be 
branded on his hip and be banished, 
or (the king) shall cause his buttock 
to be gashed. (VIII/281)

As per the Manu Code if Sudras 
are to be given most stringent 
punishments for even petty 
violations/actions, the same Code 
of Manu is very lenient towards 
Brahmins. Shloka 380 in Chapter 
VIII bestowing profound love on 
Brahmins decrees:

“Let him never slay a Brahmana, 
though he have committed all 
(possible) crimes; let him banish 
such an (offender), leaving all his 
property (to him) and (his body) 
unhurt.”

A Selection of Laws of Manu 
Demeaning Hindu women

11. Day and night woman must 
be kept in dependence by the 
males (of) their (families), and, if 
they attach themselves to sensual 
enjoyments, they must be kept 
under one’s control. (IX/2)

12. Her father protects (her) in 
childhood, her husband protects 
(her) in youth, and her sons protect 
(her) in old age; a woman is never fit 
for independence. (IX/3)

13. Women do not care for beauty, 
nor is their attention fixed on age; 
(thinking), ‘(It is enough that) he is 
a man,’ they give themselves to the 
handsome and to the ugly. (IX/14)

14. Through their passion for men, 
through their mutable temper, 
through their natural heartlessness, 
they become disloyal towards their 
husbands, however carefully they 
may be guarded in this (world). 
(IX/15)

15. (When creating them) Manu 
allotted to women (a love of 
their) bed, (of their) seat and (of) 
ornament, impure desires, wrath, 
dishonesty, malice, and bad conduct. 
(IX/17)

The reproduced parts of Manu 
Code above need no further 
elaboration and commentary. 
They are too glaringly venomous, 
fascist and degenerated against 
Untouchables who are referred to 
as Sudras by Manu. Perhaps this 
was the reason that the German 
philosopher, Friedrich Nietzsche 
who contributed immensely to 
the growth of totalitarian ideas in 
Europe in the 20th century, fell in 
love with this work.

It is to be noted here that a copy of 
Manusmriti was burnt as a protest 
in the presence of Dr. BR Ambedkar 
during historic Mahad agitation 
in December, 1927. In fact, the 
Brahmanism as basis of RSS world-
view is the original Fascism in the 
history of human civilization.[xxxiv]

RSS Hatred for Dark-Skinned South 
Indians

Another important Fascist-Nazi 
trait of the RSS is hatred for ‘dark-
skinned’ or non-Aryan people. It 
was not long ago that a senior RSS 
ideologue, Tarun Vijay, the former 
editor of the RSS Hindi organ, 
Panchajanya, ex-member of the 
Indian Parliament who apart from 
being in-charge of the RSS project 
of spreading Hindutva politics in 
Tamil Nadu also headed the ‘India-
Africa Parliamentary Friendship 
Group’ reaffirmed it. Talking to a 
global news network while denying 
that Africans nationals were 
attacked in India due to Racism, he 
could not hide the reality that he 
was a die-hard Racist. According 
to him:
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“If we were racist, why would (we) 
have the entire south (India) which 
is completely… you know Tamil (s), 
you (know people from) Kerala, 
you know Karnataka and people 
from Andhra. Why do we live with 
them? We have black people around 
us.”[xxxv]

He was candid in sharing his belief 
learnt at the RSS intellectual forums 
that White Indians from North of 
the country were living with “the 
black people around us” who 
inhabited in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Karnataka and Andhra. Tarun’s 
statement reemphasized the racist 
understanding of RSS about India; 
North Indians are White (Aryans) 
whereas South Indians are Black 
(Dravidians) thus belonging to two 
different races. The message from 
him was that Aryans of the North 
were doing a favour to Black South 
Indians by allowing the latter to stay 
with the former.

Golwalkar on human Crossbreeding 
in Kerala: Denigrating Kerala Hindus 
specially women

RSS which claims to be the largest 
world organization of Hindus is, in 
fact, working over-time to establish 
North Indian Brahmanical hegemony 
over the Hindu society. The RSS 
brand of Brahmanism excludes 
South Indian Hindus including 
Brahmins. In its world-view North 
Indian Brahmins are superior lot of 
the rest

And RSS does it brazenly. Golwalkar 
was invited to address the students 
of the School of Social Science of 
Gujarat University on December 
1960 ,17. In this address, while 
underlying his firm belief in the Race 
Theory, he touched upon the issue 
of cross-breeding of human beings 
in the Indian society in history. He 
said:

“Today experiments in cross-
breeding are made only on animals. 
But the courage to make such 
experiments on human beings is not 
shown even by the so-called modern 
scientist of today. If some human 
cross-breeding is seen today it is the 
result not of scientific experiments 
but of carnal lust. Now let us see the 
experiments our ancestors made in 
this sphere.

In an effort to better the human 
species through cross-breeding 
the Namboodri Brahamanas of the 
North were settled in Kerala[xxxvi] 
and a rule was laid down that the 
eldest son of a Namboodri family 
could marry only the daughter 
of Vaishya, Kashtriya or Shudra 
communities of Kerala. Another still 
more courageous rule was that the 
first off-spring of a married woman 
of any class must be fathered by 
a Namboodri Brahman and then 
she could beget children by her 
husband. Today this experiment 
will be called adultery but it was 
not so, as it was limited to the first 
child.”[xxxvii]

The above statement of Golwalkar 
was highly worrying in many 
respects. Firstly, it proved that 
Golwalkar believed that even in the 
Hindu society India had a superior 
Race or breed and also an inferior 
Race which needed to be improved 
through cross-breeding. Secondly, 
a more worrying aspect was his 
belief that Brahmans of the North 
(India) and specially Namboodri 
Brahamans, belonged to a superior 
Race. 

Due to this quality, Namboodri 
Brahamanas were sent from the 
North to Kerala to improve the breed 
of inferior Hindus there. Interestingly, 
this was being argued by a person 
who claimed to uphold the honour 
and unity of the Hindus world over. 

Thirdly, Golwalkar as a male 
chauvinist believed that a 
Namboodri Brahman male 
belonging to a superior Race from 
the North only could improve the 
inferior human Race from South. 
For him wombs of Kerala’s Hindu 
women enjoyed no sanctity and 
were simply objects of improving 
breed through intercourse with 
Namboodri Brahamanas who in no 
way were related to them. Thus, 
Golwalkar was, in fact, confirming 
the allegation that in the past male 
dominated high Caste society forced 
newly-wedded women of other 
castes to pass their first nights by 
sleeping with superior Caste males.

Shockingly, Golwalkar expressed 
these Racist, anti-women and 
anti-egalitarian views not in the 
presence of some uneducated or 
anti-social elements but before a 
noble gathering of gentry consisting 
of the faculty and students of a 
prime university in Gujarat. In fact, 
Golwalkar was welcomed by Dr. B. R. 
Shenoy, Director of the School while 
he arrived at the auditorium. The 
press reports make it clear that there 
was no murmur of protest against 
such fascist and ridiculous ideas. It 
shows the degree of respectability 
which high caste oratory enjoyed in 
Gujarat and explains why Hindutva 
could make inroads in this region.

It is also surprising that despite 
holding such ideas which openly 
denigrated women and society of 
Kerala and defending the institution 
of Casteism, RSS has been able to 
create pockets of influence in Kerala. 
There is no denying the fact that 
after Gujarat and Orissa, it is Kerala 
where we find RSS well-entrenched.
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of Casteism, RSS has been able to 
create pockets of influence in Kerala. 
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after Gujarat and Orissa, it is Kerala 
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PART V
Use of Conspiracies for Terrorist 
Activities by the RSS
Like any other terrorist outfit RSS 
too indulges in conspiracies. The 
central publication house of the 
RSS, the Suruchi Prakashan, has 
published a book in Hindi, Param 
Vaibhav Ke Path Par (The Road to 
Glory) in 1997 giving details of more 
than 40 organizations created by 
the RSS for different tasks.[xxxviii] 
The above publication of the RSS 
shows how the organization is run 
in a clandestine manner. It runs like 
a well-organized mafia through its 
subsidiaries and satellites. There 
has always been a conscious 
attempt to create confusion about 
its different fronts which provide 
RSS with the opportunity to 
dissociate with any of these as per 
its convenience. For instance it used 
Hindu Jagaran Manch (HJM) for 
attacking Christians in late 1990s 
and when public opinion, media and 
Parliament seemed to turn against 
it, RSS denied any relation with 
HJM. When nefarious designs of 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Bajrang Dal 
and Dharam Sansad were exposed 
before the Nation, RSS announced 
that these were independent 
organizations.

It will be interesting to know that 
many of these organizations have 
been organized in a clandestine 
manner, a characteristic of a Fascist 
set-up. For instance while giving 
the details of Hindu Jagaran Manch 
(HJM), the book says,

“From the point of view of Hindu 
awakening this kind of forums (HJM) 
at present are active in 17 states with 
different names like ‘Hindu Manch’ in 
Delhi, ‘Hindu Munani’ in Tamilnadu, 
‘Hinduekjut’ in Maharashtra. These 
are forums, not associations or 
organizations, that’s why it is not 
required to have membership, 
registration and elections.” xxxix

It is clear that this mode has 
been adopted to scrutiny by the 
law enforcing agencies and the 
government. Such an organizational 
mode provides an opportunity 
to RSS to disown any individual 
or organization. How it conspires 
can be known by the following 
disclosure in Param Vaibhav Ke 
Path Par about a case in Delhi 
immediately after Partition:

“Swayamsevaks had posed to have 
adopted Musalman religion in order 
to gain the confidence of Delhi 
Muslim League for knowing their 
conspiracies.”xl

What these swayamsevaks, 
impersonating as Muslims, on the 
eve of Independence were doing 
was made clear by none other 
than Dr. Rajendra Prasad who later 
became first President of the Indian 
Republic. In a letter to the first Home 
Minister of India, Sardar Patel, on 14 
March 1948, Prasad wrote:

I am told that RSS people have a 
plan of creating trouble. They have 
got a number of men dressed as 
Muslims and looking like Muslims 
who are to create trouble with the 
Hindus by attacking them and thus 
inciting the Hindus. Similarly there 
will be some Hindus among them 
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who will attack Muslims and thus 
incite Muslims. The result of this 
kind of trouble amongst the Hindus 
and Muslims will be to create a 
conflagration.xli

Sardar Patel, the first home minister 
of India was familiar with this 
nefarious character of the RSS. In a 
letter to the Prime Minister of India, 
Jawaharlal Nehru he admitted:

“In the case of secret organization 
like the RSS which has no records, 
registers, etc. securing of authentic 
information whether a particular 
individual is active worker or not is 
rendered a very difficult task.” xlii

With these facts available in the 
official archives of the RSS, it is 
not difficult to realize that RSS as 
a terrorist outfit represents the 
most lethal danger not only to the 
democratic-secular Indian polity but 
to the world peace and the ideal of 
co-existence. All those individuals 
and organizations which are 
concerned about these ideals and 
do not want another Holocaust must 
meet the challenge head-on.
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The concepts of Nationalism influence the 
citizenship and have a great impact on the 
human rights. Lately Hindu nationalism has 
started impacting the nature of state and 
citizenship in a very strong way. The origin of 
Hindu nationalism can be traced to colonial 
period. During colonial period, when the 
rising freedom movement was articulating the 
concept and values of Indian nationalism, the 
section of Hindus, from the kings of princely 
states and upper caste elite to begin with, 
kept aloof from freedom movement asserted 
the concept of Hindu Nationalism. Hindu 
nationalism is a politics and a category with a 
specific meaning and agenda of RSS-BJP.

Hindu Nationalism: Historical roots
During colonial period the 
rising classes of industrialists, 
businessmen, workers and educated 
classes came together and formed 
different organizations, Madras 
Mahajan Sabha, Pune Sarvajanik 
Sabha, Bombay Association etc. 
These organizations felt for the 
need for an over arching political 
organization so went in to form 
Indian National Congress in 1885. 
The declining sections of society, 
Muslim and Hindu landlords and 
kings also decided to came together 
to oppose the all inclusive politics 
of Congress, which in due course 
became the major vehicle of the 
values of freedom movement. 
These declining sections were 
feeling threatened due to the social 
changes. To hide their social decline 
they projected as if their religion is 
in danger. They also did not like the 
standing up to the colonial masters 
by Congress, which had started 
putting forward the demands for 
different rising social groups and 
thereby for India. Congress saw this 
country as ‘India is a Nation in the 
making’.

As per declining sections of 
landlords and kings; standing up to, 
not bowing in front of the ruler is 
against the teachings of ‘our’ religion 
so what is needed according to 
them is to promote the loyalty to 
the British. They, Hindu and Muslim 
feudal elements, came together 
and formed United India Patriotic 
Association in 1888. The lead was 
taken by Nawab of Dhaka and 

Raja of Kashi. Later due to British 
machinations the Muslim elite from 
this association separated and 
formed Muslim league in 1906, while 
in parallel to this the Hindu elite first 
formed Punjab Hindu Sabha in 1909 
and then Hindu Mahasabha in 1915. 
These communal formations argued 
for Muslim Nationalism and Hindu 
nationalism. Hindu nationalists also 
developed the political ideology of 
Hindutva, articulated particularly 
by Savarkar in 1923 in his book 
‘Hindutva or Who is a Hindu?’ This 
was an enviable situation for British 
as such groups would weaken the 
rising national movement. On one 
side they quietly supported the 
Muslim League and parallel to this 
they handled Hindu Mahasabha with 
velvet gloves.

Taking a cue from the ideology of 
Hindutva, RSS came up in 1925, 
with the path of Hindu Nationalism 
and goal of Hindu Nation. The 
values of rising classes embodied 
in the persona of Bhagat Singh, 
Ambedkar, Gandhi, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad and many others mainly 
revolved around Indian Nationalism, 
built around the principles of 
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 
The ideology of Muslim League 
selectively drew from some Muslim 
traditions to assert the caste and 
gender hierarchy of feudal society. 
While Hindu Mahasabha and RSS 
had tomes like Manusmriti to talk 
about similar graded hierarchies 
of caste and gender. Muslim and 
Hindu communalists were not part 
of freedom movement as freedom 

movement was all inclusive and 
aimed at secular democratic values. 
Muslim and Hindu communalists 
drew from glories of respective 
Kings of the past and kept aloof 
from anti British struggle, some 
exceptions are always there to show 
the evidence of their participation in 
the freedom struggle.

Gandhi’s attempt to draw the 
masses in to anti British struggle 
was the major point due to which 
the Constitutionalists like Jinnah; 
traditionalists of Muslim League and 
Hindu Mahasabha further drifted 
away and consolidated themselves 
after 1920s. The trajectory of Hindu 
Nationalism from the decade of 1920 
becomes very clear, to be on the 
side of British to oppose the Muslim 
Nationalists. Same applies to Muslim 
League, as it regarded Congress as 
a Hindu party. The Freedom of the 
country and tragic partition led to 
Muslim Leaguers going to Pakistan 
while leaving sufficient backlog to 
sustain Muslim communalism here. 
Hindu Nationalists in the form of 
Hindu Mahasabha and RSS gradually 
started asserting themselves, 
beginning with murder of Mahatma 
Gandhi, who surely was amongst the 
best of the Hindus of that century 
and probably of many a centuries 
put together. Hindu Nationalists 
formed first Jan Sangh and later 
present BJP. The major issue 
taken up by these nationalists was 
opposition to cooperative farming, 
public sector and undertook a 
program called ‘Indianization of 
Muslims’.
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The identity related issues have 
been the staple diet for religious 
nationalist tendencies. ‘Cow as our 
mother’, Ram Temple Ram Setu, 
Abolition of article 370 and Uniform 
civil code has been the foundation 
around which emotive hysterical 
movements have been built. While 
they keep bringing to our notice 
as to under whose rule more riots 
have taken place, one forgets that 
the root of communal violence lies 
in ‘Hate other’ ideology spread by 
communal streams. And most of the 
communal violence led to coming 
to power of communal party. Its 
major offshoot is polarization of 
communities along religious lines. 
Modi’s claim the democracy leads to 
polarization is misplaced wrong as in 
democratic politics the polarization 
is along social issues, like 
Republican-Democrat in America. 
Polarization around social policies-
political issues is part of the process 
of democracy. 

The polarization brought about by 
the politics of Hindu nationalism or 
Muslim nationalism is around identity 
of religions. This is not comparable 
to the processes in US or UK. The 
polarization along religious lines 
is against the spirit of democracy, 
against Indian Constitutions’. Major 
pillar of democracy is Fraternity, 
cutting across identities of religion 
caste and region.

Modi-BJP are part of Hindu 
nationalist ideology. They gloss over 
the fact that the large masses of 
Indian people, Hindus never called 
and do not call themselves Hindu 
nationalists. Gandhi was not a Hindu 
nationalist despite being a Hindu in 
the moral and social sense. Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad was not a Muslim 
nationalist, despite being a devout 
Muslim, being a Muslim scholar of 
highest caliber. 

During freedom movement also 
most of the people of all religions’ 
identified with Indian Nationalism 
and not with religious nationalism 
as being projected by Modi and 
company. Even today people of 
different religions identify with 
Indian nationalism and not with 
religious Nationalism on the lines of 
Modi and his ilke

Hindu nationalism will require a Ram 
Temple; Indian nationalism requires 
schools, universities and factories 
for employing the youth. Hindu 
nationalism is exclusive and divisive, 
Indian Nationalism is inclusive; 
rooted in the issues of this world, 
and not the identity related ones. 
Unfortunately Hindu nationalists 
have been raising the pitch around 
identity issues undermining the 
issues of the poor and marginalized. 
The Indian Nationalism, the product 
of our freedom movement is being 
challenged by the Hindu nationalism 
in India, Buddhist Nationalism in 
Myanmar and Sri Lanka and is 
a major threat to the process of 
democratization in those countries; 
Muslim Nationalism has wrecked 
havoc in Pakistan, and many other 
places.

Incidentally we are living in the 
dark tunnel of History, where such 
invocations of religion in the arena of 
politics take a semi respectful place, 
as being witnessed in many parts of 
the World and more so over in India. 
One hopes the distinction between 
religious nationalism and Indian 
nationalism will not be lost focus of!

Hindu nationalism, does not 
subscribe to the affirmative action, 
so the term appeasement of 
minorities has been floated. For 
Hindu nationalists, the proactive 
supportive action for vulnerable 
religious minorities is a strict no, 
while for democratic nationalism, 
this is the norm. 

One has to see the clever ploy of 
the Prime Minister aspirant, to call 
himself a Hindu nationalist. This 
is one more attempt to indulge in 
dividing the Indian society along 
religious lines.

Hindu Nationalism in Political Arena
Bharatiya Jansangh was the first 
political party floated by Shyama 
Prasad mukherjee of Hindu 
Mahasabha with some Pracharaks, 
like Deen Dayal Upadhyay, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee and L.K. Advani, 
coming from RSS. Its major agenda 
was that of opposing copperative 
farming and public sector 
industries. It tried to put forward 
hidnutva agenda later through 
supporting Cow slaughter ban. It 
also demanded that Muslims of 
India should be Indianized. It golden 
moments came when the socialist 
jaya Prakasha Narayan allied with 
Janshangh’s parent organization to 
launch a movement. After the lifting 
of emergency, Janasangh merged 
into Janata Party, which came won 
massive victory and many of its 
leaders became ministers in Central 
cabinet.

Soon, there was a demand from 
earstwhile socialists that Jansangh 
members give up their membership 
of RSS, to which they responded by 
leaving Janta party and regrouping 
as Bharatiya Janata Party. This party 
put forward the agenda of Gandhian 
Socialism. It was not an electoral 
level till it picked up the agenda 
of Ram temple. With Ram temple 
becoming its central agenda it 
started going up the path of power 
and after babri demolition it got 
unpresented success at electoral 
level. It first formed a minority 
Government in 1996, last 13 days, 
then again in in 1998, when they 
lasted for 13 months. 
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Finally in 1999, they came to power 
as NDA, in alliance with many other 
parites. With its defeat in 2004, 
it went into a bit of hibernation 
till 2014, when it emerged with 
substantial majority in Lok Sabha. 

Modi Sarkar; BJP’s coming to power 
with majority
The change in the ruling 
dispensation (May 2014) had 
more than one aspect which has 
affected the very social-cultural-
political map of India. Narendra 
Modi won the elections 92014) with 
an electoral success, 282 seats for 
BJP, with %31 of vote polled, which 
is a landmark for a party. There was 
a meticulous planning to come to 
power and there were many factors 
bringing them to power. One was 
the communal polarization carried 
forward from the Gujarat carnage 
of 2002, to the one witnessed in 
Muzzafarnagar in 2013.

The unrestrained support of 
Corporate World was another, as 
Modi had given all the facilities to 
the Corporate World. Corporate 
in 2007 declared that they will 
like to see Modi as the future 
Prime Minister of India. The 
backbone of the campaign was 
lakhs of RSS volunteers, who 
acted as the steel frame of the 
campaign. The projected factors 
helping BJP win was the myth of 
Gujarat’s development. The media 
management and the discrediting of 
the ruling Congress was the effective 
tool for swinging the votes in BJP’s 
favor. RSS-BJP-Modi want to bring 
in Hindu nation trampling upon 
the values of Indian Constitution, 
which have laid the foundation 
of democratic ethos, which have 
provided the ground for social 
transformation of caste-gender.

Pattern of Power
The previous time, 1999, BJP came 
to power at the head of a NDA it 
did not have the simple majority so 
it suspended its ‘Hindutva’ agenda. 
Hindutva agenda stands for abolition 
of article 370, Uniform Civil Codes 
and building of Ram Temple on the 
site where Babri Masjid stood. Now 
with the majority in parliament, 
the march towards this Hindutva 
agenda has been unleashed. Modi 
has already instilled the authoritarian 
streak in the new Government. 
Secretaries of different departments 
have been asked to directly report 
to him, and he has not permitted 
the meeting of the Cabinet in his 
absence, which was the norm with 
previous Governments. Though 
there is a Cabinet, the major power 
is being centralized around the 
prime minister.

Acche Din
The major plank of winning the 
elections was the slogan of Acche 
din (Good Times). The people at 
large, who are victims of the rising 
prices and inflation, were sold the 
dream of better days in the offing 
with victory of Modi. The relentless 
rise of prices despite Modi coming 
to power has created a sense of 
disillusion amongst the people, as 
high hopes were created through 
propaganda. Introduction of GST 
has affected the traders in a big way 
as the taxes are very high now. FDA 
in retail has been raised from %26 
to %49 in a single swoop. While in 
opposition; BJP was opposing these 
both. Privatization of public sector 
is being unrolled with Air India’s 
privatization on the under way. The 
amendments to Land Acquisition 
bill are going to affect the interests 
of the farmers in a very adverse 
way. What is being proposed is to 
dilute the consent of majority of the 
farmers for acquiring land.

Changed Dispensation: Sectarian 
mindset
Many times we express more by 
keeping silence than by speaking, 
so to say. The Pune techie Mohsin 
Sheikh’s murder allegedly by the 
Hindu Jagran Sena was part of the 
well designed communalization 
process. The violence in Saharanpur, 
Rampur and other parts of UP 
and some parts of MP are part of 
the process to communalize the 
assembly areas, which are going 
to face the polls soon. The silence 
of Prime Minister on these issues 
is more than eloquent. Rather it 
gives signal of sorts, which are not 
very healthy. There are scattered 
incidents which give us the glimpse 
of the Modi Sarkar. 

The shrewdest part of the new 
Government is that it has solid 
backing of vast Sangh Parivar to 
speak in different languages; these 
different tongues make the whole 
picture of their agenda. In case of 
the tennis star Sania Mirza being 
appointed as the brand ambassador 
of the newly formed Telangana 
state, the BJP leaders on TV openly 
opposed this saying that she is the 
daughter-in-law of Pakistan, while 
the top level functionary of the 
Government said that she is pride of 
the nation.

Similarly one of the outstanding 
lawyers, Gopal Subramaniam was 
denied the judgeship in Supreme 
Court. Gopal Subramaniam as an 
Amicus Curie in the Supreme Court 
had brought out the connection 
between Soharabuddin fake 
encounter and the present BJP 
President, and Modi’s confidante 
Amit Shah. Gopal was also criticized 
by Subramaniam Swami, a top BJP 
leader, on the ground that Gopal had 
hurt the Hindu sentiments on the 
Ram Setu issue. 
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The Minorities affairs minister Najma 
Haptullah went on to declare that 
Muslims are not a minority while 
Parsis are. One knows that the 
provision of minorities should be for 
deprived sections, Muslims do fall 
in the category while the miniscule 
Parsis do not fit in the category.

Education
All said and done the major impact 
of Hindu nationalist politics is going 
to be the changes in education, 
which will alter the thinking pattern 
of the coming generations. The goal 
is to instill a pattern in consonance 
with the Brahminical norms, to 
promote orthodox medieval mind 
set and to undermine the scientific 
temper. One recalls that in the 
previous BJP led NDA regime apart 
from other things, its major impact 
was the changes in the history and 
social science books, where the 
divisive history taught in the RSS 
shakhas, the communal history, the 
history where the kings are looked 
at through the prism of religion, was 
introduced. 

One knows that the communal 
historiography introduced by 
British was their main tool in 
implementing the ‘divide and rule’ 
policy which formed the ideology 
of the communal streams of Muslim 
League and Hindu Mahasabha-RSS. 
This type of history; by focusing 
on the glories of ‘our’ kings also 
promotes the feudal values of caste 
and gender hierarchy. Mercifully the 
BJP led NDA lost in 2004 and the 
rational, national historiography was 
brought back.

Now already there are signs that 
RSS volunteers are out to change 
the total education system and the 
content of history, social science 
and other books. Even before 
this Government came to power, 
with the rise of Modi on political 
firmament, with the perception that 

he is likely to come to power, the 
Right wing organizations intensified 
their offensive against genuine 
scholarship. Dinanath Batra, by now 
is a well known name; he has been 
heading the RSS outfits, Shiksha 
Bachao Abhiyan Samiti and RSS-
affiliated Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan 
Nyas (SSUN) from many decades. 
He succeeded in pressuring Penguin, 
the World’s largest publisher, to pulp 
Wendy Doniger›s scholarly book 
‘The Hindus: An Alternate History’. 

This book brings out through the 
interpretation of mythology the 
need to understand the caste 
and gender aspects in a sensitive 
manner. The history she has focused 
on; goes against the hierarchical 
mind set of RSS combine and so 
pressure was put to pulp it. Now Mr. 
Batra emerges as a writer himself 
and a set of nine books written 
by him have been translated in to 
Gujarati and introduced in 42000 
schools in Gujarat. This may be a 
trial run before doing similar things 
at larger scale.  

Former BJP president and present 
union minister M Venkaiah Naidu 
explicitly stated as early as last year 
(June 2013 ,23) that “it (the BJP) will 
change textbook syllabi, if it returns 
to power”. Batra is also quoted as 
saying that a nationalistic education 
system has to be developed to 
address the requirements and 
through this we have to develop a 
young generation that is committed 
to Hindutva and nationalism”.

The sampling of Batra’s books gives 
a good idea of what is in store for 
us. A quote from one of the set of 
books, ‘Tejonmaya Bharat’, (Radiant 
Bharat) tells us “America wants 
to take the credit for invention of 
stem cell research, but the truth is 
that India’s Dr Balkrishna Ganpat 
Matapurkar has already got a patent 
for regenerating body parts…You 

would be surprised to know that 
this research is not new and that 
Dr Matapurkar was inspired by the 
Mahabharata. Kunti had a bright son 
like the Sun itself. When Gandhari, 
who had not been able to conceive 
for two years, learnt of this, she 
underwent an abortion. From her 
womb a huge mass of flesh came 
out. (Rishi) Dwaipayan Vyas was 
called. He observed this hard mass 
of flesh and then he preserved it in a 
cold tank with specific medicines. He 
then divided the mass of flesh into 
100 parts and kept them separately 
in 100 tanks full of ghee for two 
years. After two years, 100 Kauravas 
were born of it. On reading this, he 
(Matapurkar) realized that stem 
cell was not his invention. This was 
found in India thousands of years 
ago. (Page 93-92)

 Indian rishis using their yog vidya 
would attain divya drishti (divine 
vision). There is no doubt that the 
invention of television goes back 
to this… In Mahabharata, Sanjaya 
sitting inside a palace in Hastinapur 
and using his divya shakti would 
give a live telecast of the battle 
of Mahabharata… to the blind 
Dhritarashtra. (Page 64) What we 
know today as the motorcar existed 
during the Vedic period. It was 
called anashva rath. Usually a rath 
(chariot) is pulled by horses but an 
anashva rath means the one that 
runs without horses or yantra-rath, 
what is today a motorcar. The Rig 
Veda refers to this. (Page 60)

RSS has already set up a 
consultative body called Bharatiya 
Shiksha Niti Ayog (BSNA) to put 
pressure on Modi’s government to 
“correct or Indianize” the national 
education system. 
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In the new syllabus “The passages 
in the textbooks which pointed 
out to any unsavory aspect of the 
Hindu faith like the oppressive caste 
system in ancient Hindu society, 
untouchability of the low-caste 
people and consumption of beef 
during Vedic ages were scrapped, 
and anyone who resisted or 
opposed the changes was dubbed 
as ‹anti-national›.(1)

Caste and Gender
While these changes in the text 
books give us a full idea of the 
agenda of this Government, which 
will have to follow the guidelines 
set by its parent organization, its 
already manifest in the appointment 
of Prof Y.Sudarshan Rao as the chief 
of ICHR. This national body guides 
the research into the Indian history. 
Prof Rao is not much known in the 
circles of Academic history, as he 
has hardly written any academic, 
peer reviewed papers or books. 

He has been engaged with writing 
few blogs on his understanding of 
history, which is more of a fiction 
suiting the agenda of Hindu Rashtra, 
reinstating the caste system in 
particular. In one of his blogs he 
emphasis that caste system served 
the society very well and there are 
no complaints against it. 

As per him “Most of the 
questionable social customs in the 
Indian society as pointed out by the 
English educated Indian intellectuals 
and the Western scholars could be 
traced to this period of Muslim rule 
in north India spanning over seven 
centuries.” He argues that “The 
(caste) system was working well in 
ancient times and we do not find 
any complaint from any quarters 
against it.” This is a distortion. 

The customs related to caste 
oppression were integral to the so 
called Hindu scriptures Vedas (Rig 
Veda, Purush Sukta) Upanishad, (2) 
the scriptures which were written 
in the Pre Historic BC period. Even 
in Manu smiriti the caste division is 
well articulated. Manu Smriti was 
written around 2-1 and Century AD. 
Contrary to this Prof Rao states that 
distortion in caste system came with 
the coming of Muslim Kings. 

He had so far been working on 
proving the historicity of our 
mythological Mahabharat as a part 
of History. Interestingly RSS combine 
presents only one version of 
Ramayana but there are nearly 400 
versions of Ramayana. The scholarly 
essay by A.K.Ramanujam on the 
diversity of Ramayan telling again 
was withdrawn from Delhi University 
curriculum, and the publisher forced 
to withdraw the book.

With the coming of this Government 
the peripheral elements have 
started talking about making 
these scriptures as a part of our 
curriculum. Justice Dave talks of 
bringing in Gita and others are 
talking of Ramayana. Both these 
holy tomes have heavy projections 
of caste. In Gita, Lord talks of taking 
birth whenever Dharma is in danger. 
And this Dharma is Varnashram 
Dharma (Varna system). In 
Ramayana Lord Ram kills Shambuk, 
as Shambuk a Shudra is doing 
penance and this is something not 
permitted by Caste system.

Fringe Elements or Division of 
Labor
VHP supremo and RSS member 
Ashok Singhal has also called 
Modi “an ideal swayamsevak” (RSS 
worker) and emphatically declared 
that Muslims must respect the 
sentiments of the Hindu culture, 
threatening that “they cannot 
survive for long by opposing 

Hindus”. He has also asked Muslims 
to give up their claims on Ayodhya, 
Mathura and Kashi. The idea is to 
reduce Muslims to second class 
citizens with no privileges and 
rights. Another firebrand VHP leader 
Pravin Togadia, known for his ‘hate 
speeches’, has endorsed these views 
by issuing a warning to the Muslims, 
saying they may have forgotten 
the 2002 Gujarat riots but would 
remember the Muzaffarnagar riots 
of last year. (3)

On the long term agenda of RSS-
BJP-Modi one needs to see the 
statement of RSS worker Joshi,   
“During a question-and-answer 
session, a volunteer asked Yadavrao 
Joshi, then the head of Sangh 
workers across all of south India, 
“We say RSS is a Hindu organisation. 

We say we are a Hindu nation, India 
belongs to Hindus. We also say in 
the same breath that Muslims and 
Christians are welcome to follow 
their faith and that they are welcome 
to remain as they are so long as they 
love this country. Why do we have to 
give this concession? Why don’t we 
be very clear that they have no place 
if we are a Hindu country?” Joshi 
replied “As of now, RSS and Hindu 
society are not strong enough to 
say clearly to Muslims and Christians 
that if you want to live in India, 
convert to Hinduism.

Either convert or perish. But when 
the Hindu society and RSS will 
become strong enough we will tell 
them that if you want to live in India 
and if you love this country, you 
accept that some generations earlier 
you were Hindus and come back to 
the Hindu fold.”  (4)
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So where are we heading to 
becomes clear with Modi Sarkar 
in power. The government will be 
trying to stick to the language which 
will be subtle while undertaking 
steps in Hinduization gradually. 
Its associates, VHP-RSS will tell us 
bluntly about their agenda. Needless 
to repeat that this agenda, being 
unfolded is that of Hindu nation, 
where religious minorities will be 
relegated to secondary position  and 
the Chaturvarnya system will be 
slipped in a subtle manner.

Lynching and More Lynching’s
The major expression of BJP agenda 
is exhibit in the ongoing lynching’s 
in the name of cow beef, in the 
merciless beatings of dalits on the 
issues related to their trade   

The lynching of Junaid (June 2017) 
in the outskirts of Delhi, in a train, 
did come as a saturation point in 
the conscience of large sections of 
society. To express their anguish 
people came to streets in great 
number in a largely spontaneous 
protest, ‘Not in My name’. While 
many people criticized and 
undermined this expression of 
pain and anguish of the sections of 
society, it did catch the attention of 
the national and international media. 

The result was that our Prime 
Minister who was keeping silence 
on the issue came forward to say 
that ‘violence in the name of Cow is 
not acceptable’; and that Mahatma 
Gandhi would not have approved 
it. This bland statement was hardly 
of any effect as just few hours after 
this; two more Muslims were done to 
death in Jharkahnd.

The earlier such statement from 
him was after the lynching of 
Mohammad Akhlaq. (October 2015) 
At that time also nearly two weeks 
after the lynching he opened his 
mouth on the issue. 

That statement was also bland 
and hardly had any effect on the 
Gautankwad (terrorism related 
to cow protection) as lynching’s 
continued. So either Mr. Modi is 
ineffectual in controlling his cabal, 
the Hindu nationalists involved in 
such violence, or that they also know 
that Prime Minster is making such 
statements for saying’s sake, and 
that they can continue their business 
irrespective.

Mr. Amit Shah, BJP President, 
defending the present regime said 
that the lynching’s taking place in 
earlier regime in 2012 ,2011 and 2013 
were more in number. This is a total 
lie. According to the data collected 
by IndiaSpend, based on the 
content analysis of media reporting, 
“Muslims were the target of %51 of 
violence centered on bovine issues 
over nearly eight years (2010 to 
2017) and comprised %86 of 28 
Indians killed in 63 incidents. 

As many of 97 per cent of these 
attacks were reported after 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government came to power in May 
2014, and about half the cow-
related violence — 32 of 63 cases 
–were from states governed by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) when 
the attacks were reported, revealed 
our analysis of violence recorded 
until June 2017 ,25.” How easily Mr. 
Shah wants to distort the facts to 
defend present government!

In case of lynching’s in the name 
of cow, the factors involved are 
multiple. With the rise of Hindu 
nationalist politics many a dalits 
were earlier killed in Gohana 
(Haryana) for example when they 
were skinning the dead cow. Adding 
on to this agenda of polarizing 
society on the issue of cow, last few 
years as Modi Sarkar has come to 
power there are overt statements 
for Gau Raksha (Cow Protection). 

While the laws of cow slaughter 
ban had already been there, with 
BJP ascendance the laws have been 
given rigid twist and along with 
demonization of those eating beef. 
In Gujarat the first laboratory of 
Hindu rashtra, even the consumption 
of non vegetarian food has been 
looked down upon. Now all over the 
country ‘holiness of Mother Cow’ is 
being propagated and imposed on 
the society with state patronage.

In the context of Akhlaq’s lynching 
Mr. Mahesh Sharma, union culture 
minister stated that the murder was 
an accident. He was also the one to 
go and put tricolor on the body of 
the accused of the murder, when 
the accused died in the prison due 
to some illness. Another BJP leader 
Mr. Sangeet Som had threatened 
that if those who have been arrested 
for Akhlaq’s murder are punished, a 
befitting reply will be given.

What are the major observations 
on these cases of lynchings? 
Eating beef, slaughtering cow 
and transporting cow had been 
the major pretext for violence. 
The victims of this constructed 
anger are mostly Muslims, while 
dalits have also been flogged and 
tortured. Muslims are presented as 
beef eaters, cruel, not respecting 
Hindu sentiments about cow, apart 
from other biases which have been 
already spread against them. 

The social scene has been so 
constructed that due to these biases 
and regular instigations, the popular 
adage, ‘innocents until proved 
guilty’ has been made to stand 
on its head to mean ‘Guilty unless 
proved innocents’ for Muslims. The 
‘silent social sanction’ for killings 
and upholding the act is couched as 
‘defense of Hindu religion’ and now 
Hindu symbol of cow rules the roost. 
The benign animal is the pretext for 
ghastly violence. 
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To jack up their agenda there are 
false claims by BJP spokesperson 
that Gandhi wanted a ban of cow 
slaughter ban. He opposed the idea 
on the ground that there are many 
who consume beef, and that country 
belongs to all.

Lynching’s are not just law and order 
problem. These are part of, or rather 
byproduct of Hindu nationalist 
propaganda against Muslims. The 
propaganda pertains to the Holiness 
of Cow and Muslims violating that. It 
is not a coincidence that such brutal 
acts have become part of social 
phenomenon, after Modi came to 
power. Gradually the intensity has 
been stepped up. 

Beginning from Modi’s own 
statements about Pink revolution, 
of greatness of Rana Pratap as he 
gave his life for protection of cows, 
to demonization of Muslims in the 
name of cow makes clear as to what 
is the underlying social psychology, 
which leads to these acts. The claims 
of ‘good governance’ bite the dust in 
the light of these atrocities,

Modi Regime: Authoritarian or 
Fascist? 
Since this dispensation, Modi 
Sarkar, has come to power there 
is a qualitative change in the 
political scenario. Right at the 
beginning we witnessed many 
attacks on Churches. We saw the 
interference in the institutions of 
national importance like FTII, IITs, 
JNU and HCU among others. The 
incompetent persons with ‘right 
wing’ leaning were installed and 
have been brought in at most of 
these. The places of learning are 
a special target. The JNU was 
targeted labeling it as the den of anti 
nationals. A cooked up video was 
used to defame the student leaders 
of JNU, in HCU Rohith Vemula had 
to commit suicide. 

The growing intolerance led to 
returning of awards by luminaries 
of our society. The issue of beef 
was blown up to the sky; the 
emotive hysterical projections were 
propped up leading to the death 
of Mohammad Akhlaq, many other 
traders and later the dastardly 
attack on the dalits in Una in Gujarat. 
Many sections of media have been 
brow beating the liberals and secular 
elements while giving a free run to 
Hindu nationalists.

To begin with the dominance of 
corporate and doing away of the 
rights of workers and farmers along 
with undermining the schemes like 
MNREGA, Right to Food, Right 
to Health and Right to education 
show that the orientation of this 
Government is to ally with the big 
capital. The complimentary part of 
this phenomenon is the promotion 
of Hindu nationalism. Right from 
the word go; the sentence, ‘I am 
nationalist and I am born in a Hindu 
family’ by Modi set the tone of shape 
of things to come. 

The ultra-nationalism is manifest 
in the handling of Kashmir and 
relations with Pakistan in particular. 
The use of Uri and consequent 
surgical strike to bloat the chest of 
this political dispensation is very 
much in the air. The permission of 
thousands of NGOs working in the 
social sector has been stopped on 
frivolous grounds. 

The attack on Pakistani artists is 
another instance where the sectarian 
nationalism is having an unrepentant 
march. It is to be remembered 
that we have a bilateral trade to 
the tune of thousands of crores 
with Pakistan. With China similar 
sentiments have been flashed by 
talking about boycott of Chinese 
goods, despite the fact that the 
contract of proposed Sardar Patel 
statue running in to thousands of 

crores has been given to China. The 
popular sentiments are being guided 
into negativity and hate towards 
neighboring countries, religious 
minorities and the human rights 
activists.  

 The stifling of democratic freedoms, 
welfare of the poor, the intimidation 
of minorities and human rights’ 
defenders is running parallel to 
the creation of mass hysteria and 
mobilization of masses to uphold 
the agenda of ruling party. Those 
questioning the state are being 
put in the dock. In a democracy 
it the state is answerable to the 
people. Now this formula is being 
reversed. In democracy questioning 
the authorities is the bedrock of 
the Constitution. So something 
is seriously amiss, something 
which is more sinister than the 
emergency. Something which has 
deeper portents for the democracy 
is being legitimized and glorified 
by the ruling party and the parent 
organization of the ruling party.

So how does one characterize it is 
the matter not of mere academic 
concern. Recently CPM leader 
Prakash Karat had stated that 
the present dispensation is mere 
authoritarian and not fascist. The 
distinction between two has been 
a matter of historical debate. The 
main features of fascism has been 
centrality of state over people, 
overarching Leader, dominance of 
Corporate, doing away with rights 
of poor, targeting of minorities, 
ultra nationalism and aggressive 
policies towards the neighbors. The 
crucial point for those wanting to 
preserve the democracy and Indian 
Constitution is to build up social and 
political alliances, irrespective of 
some differences, to fight this raging 
politics of Hate, politics of sectarian 
nationalism.
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During 1990s, BJP did project itself 
as a ‘Party with a Difference’, and 
that is so much true. It is the only 
party whose agenda is guided by 
the Hindu nationalist RSS, which 
rejects democracy and secularism as 
Western imports and wants to stick 
to the laws of Hindu Holy Scriptures. 
These scriptures are the same, one 
of which was burnt by Ambedkar as 
a mark of protest against its values 
of caste and gender hierarchy, 
values of Brahminism. Debates can 
continue but politics to defend 
Indian Constitution cannot wait!

vDuring these years the atrocities 
on dalits have been manifest in 
various forms. One recalls that 
during this time Ambedkar Periyar 
Study Circle was banned in IIT 
Madras. In Hyderabad Central 
University, the anti dalit policies of 
the administration led to institutional 
murder of Rohith Vemula and to cap 
it all the Holy cow agenda of this 
politics led to the brutal beatings of 
dalits in Una, Gujarat. The politics 
of Hindu nationalism is the polar 
opposite of the path and goal of 
those oppressed by caste system. 

One recalls Bhimrao Ambedkar, 
standing for social justice; 
democracy went on to support the 
burning of Manusmriti, while it has 
been the core book eulogized by 
RSS ideologues like M S Golwalkar. 
It is people like Golwalkar who 
opposed the formation of Indian 
Constitution on the ground that 
we already have a ‘wonderful’ 
constitution in the form of Manu 
Smriti. While Ambedkar said that 
Gita is Manusmriti in nut shell, this 
government is promoting Gita to 
the hilt.
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It was, vaguely, early November 2007. I sat in the 
chamber of Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi’s 
principal secretary, K Kailashnathan, in Block No 1 of 
Sachivalaya. A just-published book was lying on his 
table, “Karmayog”, authored by Modi. It was actually 
a collection of Modi’s what seemed to many a babu 
erudite lectures at the annual bureaucratic conclave 
called Chintan Shibir. I asked Kailashnathan, whom 
I have always found a very reluctant man, whether I 
could have the book.

The top Modi aide looked at me 
suspiciously, smiled, and after some 
bit of hesitation, forwarded the 
book to me. “No mischief, Rajiv”, he 
remarked. Apparently, he thought, 
there can’t be anything in the book 
which could trigger controversy 
during the Gujarat state assembly 
polls, which were just about a month 
away. The newsman in me led me 
to scan it from page to page, trying 
to find out if there was anything 
newsworthy. The book’s 5,000 
copies were printed, but it wasn’t 
distributed because of the electoral 
code of conduct. Top PSU, Gujarat 
State Petroleum Corporation, was 
roped in to fund the book. And 
lo, I found something interesting, 
worth reporting. A colourful book 
carrying lovely photographs, on 
pages 48 and 49, Modi qualifies the 
Valmikis’ centuries-old caste-based 
vocation – of cleaning up others’ filth, 
including toilets – as “experience 
in spirituality”! Modi says, “I do not 
believe that they have been doing 
this job just to sustain their livelihood. 
Had this been so, they would not 
have continued with this type of job 
generation after generation.” He adds, 
“At some point of time, somebody 
must have got the enlightenment that 
it is their (Valmikis’) duty to work for 
the happiness of the entire society 
and the Gods; that they have to do 
this job bestowed upon them by 
Gods; and that this job of cleaning 
up should continue as an internal 
spiritual activity for centuries. This 
should have continued generation 
after generation. It is impossible 
believe that their ancestors did not 
have the choice of adopting any 
other work or business.” I reported it, 
with quotes from Dalit activists, who 
obviously criticized Modi for calling 
Valmikis’ so-called “hereditary job” as 
experience in spirituality. 

Out of curiosity, I decided call on 
BJP’s senior-most Dalit leader, 
Fakirbhai Waghela. I read out from 
the portion on which I wanted his 
comment, without telling him who 
was the author. Desperately seeking a 
ticket to fight polls, Waghela angrily 

said, “Who the hell is this? Who is 
the wretched writer? How can he say 
all this?” Then I quietly dropped the 
name, and he sulked: “Please don’t 
put me in trouble. Say, I have nothing 
to comment as I hadn’t seen the 
book”, which is what I did. The news 
item was published in the Times of 
India sometime in mid-November 
2007. Perhaps it went unnoticed. 
Busy in polls, Congress leaders didn’t 
have time to see it. A few days later 
I again visited Kailashnathan, and he 
asked me what havoc I had created 
by writing the item. He wanted the 
book back. I replied there was “no 
havoc”, and that “nobody has reacted 
in Gujarat”, where the polls were on. 
But he protested, “In Tamil Nadu, 
its translation was published. Dalits 
burnt the CM’s effigy.” I expressed 
surprise, returned the book to him, 
and walked away. Later, I was told, the 
Gujarat information department, on 
instructions from Modi, withdrew the 
book from circulation. 

Before returning it I had scanned the 
controversial chapter which carried 
the spirituality remark, forwarding 
it to friends. Dalit activist-turned-
politician Pravin Rashtrapal caught 
hold of a copy of the scan, and 
raised the matter in Rajya Sabha, 
calling Modi “anti-Dalit”. This was 
almost a year later. Only when the 
matter was raised in the Rajya Sabha 
that Congress leaders woke up and 
approached me, asking me if I had 
a copy! Five years have passed, and 
I am still at a loss. What prompted 
Modi to see spirituality in the menial 
work that Valmikis have been made 
to do for generations? Apparently, it 
was part of his effort to woo those 
whom he began calling “karmayogis” 
– mainly government servants – 
to his side. The book was called 
“Karmayog” and is mostly devoted to 
telling babus how working sincerely 
without thinking about the fruit of 
reward amounted to spirituality. In 
fact, through umpteen Chintan Shibirs 
for different level of government 
servants, which then were a regular 
affair, there was a concerted effort 
to woo the karmacharis to his side, 

so that they worked sincerely for his 
effort to develop a personality cult 
around him. The shibirs made me 
believe – and I got some support for 
my view from top IAS babus with 
whom I usually interact – that the 
karmacharis had been “mesmerized” 
by the cult that he has sought to 
develop around him, and in the 2012 
Gujarat assembly polls they would 
certainly be on his side. Also, mostly 
manning the booths, they would 
surely “favour” the ruling party 
candidates. 

However, a recent interaction 
suggested that perhaps I was wrong. 
Waiting for the state transport bus 
which takes government servants 
to Gandhinagar, discussion ensued 
among -10odd state employees on 
who would win this time. One of 
them said “Congress” and smiled. He 
insisted, “I am not joking, boss. I don’t 
know who will win, but you see things 
are not so simple. Look at the contrast 
– in Delhi, Congress punished those 
whom it found guilty of corruption, 
and here you don’t even appoint 
Lokayuka.” Another immediately 
agreed: “Yes, as if there are no corrupt 
ministers in the Modi government. We 
all know who all they are…” And they 
all laughed. A third one intervened to 
wonder why Nitin Gadkari was being 
protected despite so many charges of 
corruption. Then, one of them began 
to discuss the selection of candidates. 
And this is what he said: “Look at 
Congress. It has denied ticket to 
some big shots like Narhari Amin and 
Naresh Raval. They are half-a-dozen 
of them. Despite pressure, Congress 
high command didn’t budge, as it 
knew they are not the right men. Even 
the threat to resign hasn’t ruffled 
the leaders. And see the BJP. It is 
giving ticket to anyone who quits 
Congress and joins BJP.” There was 
general agreement, with one of them 
remarking, “Modi appears to be afraid. 
He has given good bye to no-repeat 
theory 



How much the present RSS/
BJP rulers are insensitive to the 
sentiments of Dalits and enjoy hurting 
Dalit sensibilities can be understood 
by the decision of the Haryana 
Government to change the name of a 
prominent city, Gurgaon to Gurugram 
on the birth day of Dr. Ambedkar. 
Justifying the change the official 
statement read:

Haryana is a historic land of the 
Bhagwad Gita, and Gurgaon had 
been a centre of learning. It had been 
known as Gurgaon since the times 
of Guru Dronacharya. Gurgaon was 
a great centre of education where 
the princes were provided education. 
Therefore, since long the people of 
the area had been demanding that 
Gurgaon be renamed as Gurugram.

This change was accorded instant 
approval by Modi Government 
without bothering about the 
consequences. Columnist Lalit Mohan 
thus explained the politics behind this 
name change:

Coming as it did on the eve of the 
birth anniversary of Dr B R Ambedkar, 
the timing of the announcement of 
Gurgaon›s name change could not 
have been worse. Because the Guru 
of Mahabharata was casteist and anti-
Dalit, and the attempt to rename the 
city after him, as his supposed village, 
could easily backfire. 

Since the Haryana government has 
reopened the issue, the story needs to 
be retold. It appears that Dronacharya 
had promised his star pupil Arjun 
that he would be the world›s best 
archer. So, when the Dalit lad Eklavya 
approached him for tuition, he was 
spurned by Drona on grounds of his 
being of low caste, and not fit to be 
tutored along with princes.

But, undeterred, the boy crafted an 
idol of Drona and prayed to it for the 
desired skill. His devotion bore fruit 
and news of his archery feats reached 
the Pandavas. This disturbed Arjun 
very much. He asked the Guru how 
could anyone else be his peer, or even 
better than him. The teacher then 
made inquiries and traced Eklavya. 

Upon being asked how he acquired 
such expertise in wielding the bow 
and arrow, the young boy told him of 
how he had worshipped his idol. 

So, the Guru then said to Eklavya, 
If you are my pupil. Pay me my 
gurudakshina.› The Dalit lad 
consented immediately. ‹Then give 
me your right thumb,› said the 
heartless ‹teacher›. Without a murmur, 
Eklavya severed his thumb and gave 
it him. And, of course, Arjun was 
greatly relieved. Eklavya belonged 
to the Nishada caste. The Guru had 
to show him his place…Honouring 
Dronacharya merely rubs salt in the 
Dalit wounds. 

Shockingly, as the true upholders of 
high Caste hegemony the Haryana 
rulers hailing from RSS clan chose to 
honour the most degenerated and 
inhuman character of Dronacharya-
Eklavya story. In this story Eklavya is 
the only character who should have 
been honoured and not heartless 
Dronacharya.

Anti-Sudra Guru 
Dronacharya honoured on 
Dr. Ambedkar’s birthday
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The Manusmriti also known as Manav Dharam Shastra, 
is the earliest metrical work on Brahminical Dharma 
in Hinduism. According to Hindu mythology, the 
Manusmriti is the word of Brahma, and it is classified 
as the most authoritative statement on Dharma .The 
scripture consists of 2690 verses, divided into 12 
chapters.  It is presumed that the actual human author 
of this compilation used the eponym ‘Manu’, which has 
led the text to be associated by Hindus with the first 
human being and the first king in the Indian tradition.

Although no details of this 
eponymous author’s life are 
known, it is likely that he belonged 
to a conservative Brahman class 
somewhere in Northern India. Hindu 
apologists consider the Manusmriti 
as the divine code of conduct and, 
accordingly, the status of women 
as depicted in the text has been 
interpreted as Hindu divine law.  
While defending Manusmriti as divine 
code of conduct for all including 
women, apologists often quote 
the verse: “yatrnaryastopojyantay, 
ramantaytatrdevta[56/3](where 
women are provided place of honor, 
gods are pleased and reside there in 
that household), but they deliberately 
forget all those verses that are full of 
prejudice, hatred  and discrimination 
against women.

Here are some of the ‘celebrated’ 
derogatory comments about women 
in the Manusmriti :

1. “Swabhavevnarinam …..” – 213/2. It is 
the nature of women to seduce men 
in this world; for that reason the wise 
are never unguarded in the company 
of females.

2. “Avidvamsamlam………..” – 214/2. 
Women, true to their class character, 
are capable of leading astray men in 
this world, not only a fool but even a 
learned and wise man. Both become 
slaves of desire.

3. “Matra swastra ………..” – 215/2. Wise 
people should avoid sitting alone with 
one’s mother, daughter or sister. Since 
carnal desire is always strong, it can 
lead to temptation.

4. “Naudwahay……………..” – 8/3. One 
should not marry women who has 
have reddish hair, redundant  parts 
of the body [such as six fingers], one 
who is often sick, one without hair or 
having excessive hair and one who 
has red eyes.

5. “Nrakshvraksh ………..” – 9/3. One 
should not marry women whose 
names are similar to constellations,  
trees, rivers, those from a low caste, 
mountains, birds, snakes, slaves or 
those whose names inspires terror.

6. “Yasto na bhavet ….. …..” – 10/3. 
Wise men should not marry women 
who do not have a brother and whose 
parents are not socially well known.

7. “Uchayangh…………….” – 11/3. Wise 
men should marry only women who 
are free from bodily defects, with 
beautiful names, grace/gait like an 
elephant, moderate hair on the head 
and body, soft limbs and small teeth.

8. “Shudr-aivbharya………” – 12/3.
Brahman men can marry Brahman, 
Kshatriya, Vaish and even Shudra 
women but Shudra men can marry 
only Shudra women.

9. “Na Brahman kshatriya..” – 14/3. 
Although Brahman, Kshatriya and 
Vaish men have been allowed inter-
caste marriages, even in distress they 
should not marry Shudra women.

10. “Heenjatistriyam……..” – 15/3. When 
twice born [dwij=Brahman, Kshatriya 
and Vaish] men in their folly marry 
low caste Shudra women, they are 
responsible for the degradation of 
their whole family. Accordingly, their 
children adopt all the demerits of the 
Shudra caste.

11. “Shudramshaynam……” – 17/3. 
A Brahman who marries a Shudra 
woman, degrades himself and his 
whole family  ,becomes morally 
degenerated , loses Brahman status 
and his children too attain status  of 
shudra.

12. “Daivpitrya………………” – 18/3. The 
offerings made by such a person at 
the time of established rituals are 
neither accepted by God nor by the 
departed soul; guests also refuse to 
have meals with him and he is bound 
to go to hell after death.

13. “Chandalash ……………” – 240/3. 
Food offered and served to Brahman 
after Shradh ritual should not be seen 
by a chandal, a pig, a cock,a dog, and 
a menstruating women.

14. “Na ashniyat…………….” – 43/4. 
A Brahman, true defender of his 
class, should not have his meals in 
the company of his wife  and even 
avoid looking at her. Furthermore, he 
should not look towards her when 
she is having her meals or when she 
sneezes/yawns.

15. “Na ajyanti……………….” – 44/4. A 
Brahman in order to preserve his 
energy and intellect, must not look at 
women who applies collyrium to her 
eyes, one who is massaging her nude 
body or one who is delivering a child.

16. “Mrshyanti…………….” – 217/4. 
One should not accept meals from 
a woman who has extra marital 
relations; nor from a family exclusively 
dominated/managed by women or 
a family whose 10 days of impurity 
because of death have not passed.

17. “Balyava………………….” – 150/5. A 
female child, young woman or old 
woman is not supposed to work 
independently even at her place of 
residence.

18. “Balyepitorvashay…….” – 151/5. 
Girls are supposed to be in the 
custody of their father when they 
are children, women must be under 
the custody of their husband when 
married and under the custody of her 
son as widows. In no circumstances 
is she allowed to assert herself 
independently.

19. “Asheela  kamvrto………” – 157/5. 
Men may be lacking virtue, be sexual 
perverts, immoral and devoid of any 
good qualities, and yet women must 
constantly worship and serve their 
husbands.
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20. “Na aststrinam………..” – 158/5. 
Women have no divine right to 
perform any religious ritual, nor make 
vows or observe a fast. Her only duty 
is to obey and please her husband 
and she will for that reason alone be 
exalted in heaven.

21. “Kamam to………………” – 160/5. At 
her pleasure [after the death of her 
husband], let her emaciate her body 
by living only on pure flowers, roots 
of vegetables and fruits. She must not 
even mention the name of any other 
men after her husband has died.

22. “Vyabhacharay…………” – 167/5. 
Any women violating duty and code 
of conduct towards her husband, is 
disgraced and becomes a patient of 
leprosy. After death, she enters womb 
of Jackal.

23. “Kanyambhajanti……..” – 364/8. 
In case women enjoy sex with a man 
from a higher caste, the act is not 
punishable. But on the contrary, if 
women enjoy sex with lower caste 
men, she is to be punished and kept 
in isolation.

24. “Utmamsevmansto…….” – 365/8. In 
case a man from a lower caste enjoys 
sex with a woman from a higher 
caste, the person in question is to be 
awarded the death sentence. And if a 
person satisfies his carnal desire with 
women of his own caste, he should 
be asked to pay compensation to the 
women’s faith.

25. “Ya to kanya…………….” – 369/8. In 
case a woman tears the membrane 
[hymen] of her Vagina, she shall 
instantly have her head shaved or two 
fingers cut off and made to ride on 
Donkey.

26. “Bhartaram…………….” – 370/8. 
In case a women, proud of the 
greatness of her excellence or her 
relatives, violates her duty towards 
her husband, the King shall arrange 
to have her thrown before dogs at a 
public place.

27. “Pita rakhshati……….” – 3/9. Since 
women are not capable of living 
independently, she is to be kept under 
the custody of her father as child, 
under her husband as a woman and 
under her son as widow.

28. “Imam hi sarw………..” – 6/9. It is 
the duty of all husbands to exert 
total control over their wives. Even 
physically weak husbands must strive 
to control their wives.

29. “Patibharyam ……….” – 8/9. The 
husband, after the conception of his 
wife, becomes the embryo and is 
born again of her. This explains why 
women are called Jaya.

30. “Panamdurjan………” – 13/9. 
Consuming liquor, association with 
wicked persons, separation from her 
husband, rambling around, sleeping 
for unreasonable hours and dwelling 
-are six demerits of women.

31. “Naitarupam……………” – 14/9. Such 
women are not loyal and have extra 
marital relations with men without 
consideration for their age.

32. “Poonshchalya…………” – 15/9. 
Because of their passion for men, 
immutable temper and natural 
heartlessness, they are not loyal to 
their husbands.

33. “Na astistrinam………” – 18/9. While 
performing namkarm and jatkarm, 
Vedic mantras are not to be recited 
by women, because women are 
lacking in strength and knowledge of 
Vedic texts. Women are impure and 
represent falsehood.

34. “Devra…sapinda………” – 58/9. On 
failure to produce offspring with her 
husband, she may obtain offspring by 
cohabitation with her brother-in-law 
[devar] or with some other relative 
[sapinda] on her in-law’s side.

35. “Vidwayam…………….” – 60/9. He 
who is appointed to cohabit with a 
widow shall approach her at night, 
be anointed  with clarified butter 
and silently beget one son, but by no 
means a second one.

36. “Yathavidy……………..” – 70/9. In 
accordance with established law, the 
sister-in-law [bhabhi] must be clad in 
white garments; with pure intent her 
brother-in-law [devar] will cohabitate 
with her until she conceives.

37. “Ati kramay……………” – 77/9. Any 
women who disobey orders of her 
lethargic, alcoholic and diseased 
husband shall be deserted for three 
months and be deprived of her 
ornaments.

38. “Vandyashtamay…….” – 80/9. A 
barren wife may be superseded in 
the 8th year; she whose children die 
may be superseded in the 10th year 
and she who bears only daughters 
may be superseded in the 11th year;  
but she who is quarrelsome may be 
superseded without delay.

39. “Trinsha……………….” – 93/9. In 
case of any problem in performing 
religious rites, males between the age 
of 24 and 30 should marry a female 
between the age of 8 and 12.

40. “Yambrahmansto…….” – 177/9. In 
case a Brahman man marries Shudra 
woman, their son will be called 
‘Parshav’ or ‘Shudra’ because his 
social existence is like a dead body.
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It is often argued that untouchability 
is something that prevailed in the 
past, not anymore. Those who 
argue thus, give various examples 
of how people travel in trains and 
buses together and share public 
space without thinking about caste 
of fellow travelers. Examples of 
friendship between persons from 
SC background, are given and visit 
to each others houses are given; 
example of restaurants is given, 
where everybody eats irrespective 
of the fact that members of 
Scheduled Caste also eat in the 
same restaurant and from the same 
plate. It is also argued that nobody 
inquires about caste of colleagues in 
offices and public places. Numerous 
such examples and arguments are 
forwarded to prove that there is no 
practice of untouchability anymore. 
Such claims are just naive to say the 
least. The essence of untouchability 
is that it robs the labour of its dignity; 
divides the labourers; makes cheap 
and unpaid labour available for 
productive purposes; and it excluded 
the labouring class completely from 
social and political life.

It is true that the some of the old 
rigidities of the caste system and 
practice of untouchability have 
perished.  The rigid practices of 
caste, and its most inhuman aspect 
- untouchability - had to adopt itself 
to survive the strong challenge 
posed by modernity, industrialization, 
urbanisation, inroads of modern 
values and the challenge posed by 
the early social reformers, including 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, Periyar, 
Shri Narayan Guru, who vociferously 
revolted against the caste system 
and struck at its ideological, 
philosophical and religious basis. 
On account of this strong challenge 
from forces mentioned before, the 
old justification of untouchability on 
grounds of pollution and purity could 
not hold out.

It was argued by the caste Hindus 
till the early 20th century that 
untouchables are untouchables 
because they perform ‘menial’ jobs 

like cleaning the night soil, sweeping 
and skinning and eating dead animals, 
etc. They are polluted because 
they perform these tasks and they 
even pollute the air immediately 
surrounding them. Their mere 
presence around can cause spread 
of contagious diseases. Therefore the 
untouchables  were required to keep 
themselves and even their shadow 
away from upper castes. The notion 
of purity and pollution was taken to 
a ridiculous extend. Dr. Ambedkar 
had interesting comments to when 
offer when Brahmins declared cause 
of death of a man as snake bite by 
a poisonous ‘low caste’ snake. He 
said that the untouchability was 
so far justified under the pretext of 
pollution and purity by the upper 
castes who needed to maintain their 
distance from those performing 
menial works. There is no division of 
labour among reptiles and so there 
is no question of a section having to 
perform menial job while others were 
free from it. Therefore, there can be 
no caste hierarchies in the reptiles. 
The justification of caste system and 
untouchability by the upper castes 
thus stood exposed, he argued. He 
commented that in human society 
there was a caste of Brahmins who 
are more poisonous than the snake 
which bit the dead man.

Several rigid practices were the 
hall mark of the caste system and 
untouchability which was sought to 
be justified in the name of shastras 
which required the caste Hindus to 
maintain their purity. Thus the caste 
Hindus and untouchables could not 
eat or drink from the same vessels, 
or draw water from the village wells. 
While walking on the path, if some 
upper caste member was sighted, the 
untouchables were required to get 
off the path and stand aside, making 
way for the upper caste person to 
pass, with their heads bowed down 
and with folded hands. They had 
to remove their footwear if any on 
their feet. They were also required 
to wear a broom behind their back 
which was supposed to sweep the 
ground polluted with their footsteps 

and wear a spittoon round their 
neck so that they did not spit on the 
ground on which the caste Hindus 
treaded. Untouchables had no right 
to education and they could not 
even recite or hear vedas or other 
religious scriptures. Untouchables 
were always told that Ram killed 
shambhuk because he was reciting 
from sacred scriptures and Eklavya’s 
thumb was cut because in spite of 
being a low caste, he learnt archery. 
These examples were enough to 
scare the untouchables away not only 
from education in public institutions 
but also desist them from any 
attempts to self education. Till the 
advent of colonialism, untouchables 
had no right to education and in 
fact Savitribai Phule was stoned 
for teaching the untouchables and 
women.

The treatment meted out to the 
untouchables was most inhuman 
and without any doubt they were 
humiliated and insulted at every step 
and forced to live life worst than that 
of a slave or an animal. However, this 
humiliation was not the end in itself 
or a goal to derive pleasure for the 
upper castes. This humiliation of the 
untouchables in fact demonstrated 
to them their helplessness. They had 
to accept that their status is worst 
than even animals. Their helplessness 
facilitated the upper caste landlords 
to exploit them in inhuman fashion. 
They were forced to perform unpaid 
but productive labour for the upper 
caste landlords. Thus all the menial 
house work for the landlord, including 
clearing of the dung and toilets, cart 
away and bury the dead animals, 
scavenging were unpaid duties of the 
untouchables. While the landlords 
could amass wealth on account of 
the unpaid and forced labour of the 
untouchables, the landlord class and 
Brahmins perfected their ideological 
instrument in the name of religion 
to justify and force this humiliating 
practice of untouchability. The 
practice of untouchability ensured 
that the labouring classes were 
divided along caste lines, did not 
demand their due rights and were 
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subjugated. They could not get 
themselves educated to be able to 
question the shastras and religious 
ideologies of the dominant Brahmin/
landlord class. As the status of the 
untouchables was worst than that 
of animals and slaves, they could be 
automatically excluded completely 
from social or political life. Their 
existence was reduced to that of an 
animal who performs labour of any 
kind he is called upon to perform and 
at any hour of day or night. Socially, 
they were pushed outside the villages 
and therefore did not form part of 
the society at all. Total exclusion from 
the social, economic and political life 
was facilitated by the institution of 
untouchability.

Untouchability today
With technological and other 
developments in the agricultural 
sector the old control over labour, 
which the rigid caste system and 
practice of untouchability facilitated, 
was neither plausible nor practical.  
Urbanisation and industrialization 
provided opportunities to those 
oppressed under the rigid caste 
hierarchy to free themselves from 
the unpaid labour and caste based 
occupations and duties and labour 
in towns. Markets also have acted in 
a limited way as an equalizing force 
where caste based ideologies fail to 
hold water. Seller as well as the buyer 
try to drive a hard bargain to their 
advantage irrespective of status by 
birth. However, in spite of all this, the 
role of industrialization, urbanization 
and market has been limited and 
has deployed the caste system and 
untouchables to its advantage though 
altering some of the rigidities in the 
earlier practice of untouchability.

In spite of some token efforts to 
ensure social justice and provide fair 
opportunity to Dalits to participate 
in every walk of life by introducing 
reservations in education, government 
jobs and political representations, by 
and large they even today labour as 
very low paid and unskilled labourers 
in agricultural as well as industrial 

sector and in urban areas as well as 
rural areas. In every walk of life they 
remain at the very bottom - whether 
it is education, white collar jobs, 
or political representation. Earlier 
they used to be discriminated and 
excluded on the ground of pollution 
and purity. Now they are excluded 
in the name of merit, efficiency and 
skills. It has almost become a social 
‘common sense’ that a person from 
dalit background is not intelligent of 
skilled enough to handle responsible 
jobs. Due to this bias,  bureaucrats try 
every trick in the book to discriminate 
against dalits in recruitments and 
promotions, though legal formalities 
of ‘trying’ to fill reservation posts 
will be complied with even though 
V. P. Singh had made it punishable 
if reserved posts remained unfilled 
without trying. There are certain 
class IV posts where dalits are more 
in numbers than warranted by 
reservations. For example sweepers 
in Municipal Corporations are by and 
large dalits.

Dalits are almost totally absent from 
white collar jobs in the private sector 
which accounts for more than %90 
jobs in India today. Dalit youths are 
either by and large unemployed or 
performing unskilled labour in small 
scale industry, unorganized sector 
or in household industries earning 
pittance after working for long hours 
without any security of jobs or rights 
and facilities due to a worker.

Though doors of education have 
now been opened to all, how many 
dalits, who are by and large landless 
labourers can afford to send their 
children to school for education 
except a microscopic few who have 
been able to get some employment 
due to reservations? Dalit children 
often have to earn their bread by 
shepherding in rural areas or working 
as a child labour in urban areas. 
Drop out rates of dalits from primary 
and secondary school is very high. 
With simple schooling also difficult, 
technical education and skills 
becomes even more unthinkable. 

If dalits re not able to get proper 
education, any amount of reservation 
in jobs will not benefit them in a 
significant way.

Rape of dalit women by upper caste 
is not uncommon even today. Just 
last year a dalit woman was paraded 
naked in Nagpur for protesting 
against desecration Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar’s bust in Ramabai Nagar 
in Mumbai. State takes little interest 
in bringing the culprits to book 
whenever the victims are dalits and 
the perpetrators of crime are upper 
caste. Often atrocities have been 
inflicted on the dalits by the state 
machinery itself. Firing and killing 
11 dalits in Ramabai nagar is a case 
in point. I had personally visited 
Ramabai Nagar after the police firing 
on the same day and thereafter a 
couple of times. I was convinced after 
due investigation that the firing was 
unprovoked and on bystanders and 
not on the mob that was protesting 
the desecration of Ambedkar’s bust 
about 300 metres away. Killing of 61 
dalits recently in Bihar by the Ranvir 
Sena - army of the upper caste - is 
another incident in the recent past.

A small conscious section is now 
asserting itself for human dignity and 
social justice. Dalits are now aspiring 
for political power and have realised 
that social justice is not possible 
without their due share in political 
power and decision making of the 
country. Only struggles from below 
against injustice and atrocities and 
for social equity in distribution of 
resources will lead to improvement 
in the otherwise discriminated lot 
of dalits and will undo their social 
untouchability.



Jadavpur alumni in solidarity with  
Dr. Maroona murmu in face of casteist/
Racist violence in indian academia
Statement of solidarity from JU alumnia

As alumni of Jadavpur University 
(JU), we condemn the casteist abuses 
hurled against a renowned professor 
of History at Jadavpur University, 
Dr. Maroona Murmu, because of her 
identity as an Adivasi.

The remarks were made in response 
to Dr. Murmu’s comment that 
an academic year was not more 
important than a student’s life and 
that in-person examination during 
the ongoing deadly coronavirus 
pandemic was not a good idea. 
This was admittedly a reasonable 
stand in face of the government’s 
decision to hold exams during the 
Covid19- outbreak. In response, she 
received casteist abuses from an 
undergraduate student who called her 
out on social media as a “worthless, 
undeserving idiot” (“jogyotaheen 
opodartho” in Bengali). It questioned 
both her scholarly credibility and her 
right to speak out on any aspect of 
academic life (the security and well-
being of students during a contagious 
disease outbreak, for instance). The 
student then went on to “remind” Dr. 
Murmu of her identity as an Adivasi 
Santhal and her inferior position in 
the caste hierarchy that made her 
unworthy of any consideration. This 
was followed by over 1800 trolls and 
rebukes. It is continuing.

It is atrocious, infuriating, and 
absolutely unacceptable. Given 
Dr. Murmu’s illustrious academic 
career and her fearless critiques 

as an activist, it is appalling how 
openly she is being subject to 
organised humiliation on the basis 
of her identity. It is well-known 
how academia in India is deeply 
entrenched in the hierarchised 
caste-system. No upper-caste 
academic would be subject to such 
humiliation by a student in a similar 
context. Of course, many would 
immediately jump to defend caste/
casteism as a myth in contemporary 
India and as a relic of the past. It is 
not, as we have repeatedly seen. 
Caste is so visceral and so endemic 
that it becomes invisible to us, and 
therefore serves to normalise and 
rationalise this particular form of 
discrimination. It has gained a wider 
and vicious currency under the 
current far-right government in power 
with its Hindu nationalistic agenda 
that openly advocates violence and 
hatred against Dalits, Muslims, and all 
minority communities.

We stand in unequivocal support 
of Dr. Maroona Murmu in these 
challenging times. This is not the 
first time she has faced casteist 
humiliation in academia. Academic 
space in India continues to be 
Brahmanical, unfortunately. In light of 
this incident, therefore, we condemn 
the humiliation and harassment that is 
regularly meted out to Adivasi, Dalit, 
and Bahujan intellectuals. We demand 
independent enquiries be made and 
severe punitive measures put in place 
for anybody found guilty of casteist 

abuse/discrimination thereafter. In 
recent years, casteist Savarna lobbies 
have tried to move the Supreme 
Court to dilute the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act, 1989. We demand 
the Act is implemented fully, without 
any alteration, to deter caste 
violence. Further, concrete steps 
should be taken for bringing about 
structural changes to fight casteism in 
academia. The writings of Ambedkar 
and the emerging scholarship 
on Dalit Studies, Dalit feminism, 
intersectionality and systemic 
casteism should be taught in college 
so that privileged-caste Hindu and 
more generally the Savarna students 
do not continue to associate their 
own caste-privilege with merit and 
the lack of caste-privilege with lack of 
merit/worth. This is urgently required, 
not just in Jadavpur University, but in 
all academic institutes of the country.   
Casteism runs too deep in our system 
and every Savarna, regardless of their 
political commitments, becomes 
complicit in perpetuating it. At a 
time when the fight against systemic 
inequality is gaining ground across 
spaces, including academia, we must 
pledge to come together and strive 
towards a more inclusive and anti-
casteist world of scholarship.



On Atrocities  
on Dalits Subhash Gatade

New Socialist Initiative Condemns Hindutva Engineered 
and Inspired Atrocities on Dalits

Hardly a day passes without headline 
news of some or another atrocity 
on Dalits. On 24 May, a Dalit man in 
the Ahmedabad district was beaten 
and his house attacked by a gang of 
socalled ‘upper’ caste men after he 
had attached Sinh to his name on 
his facebook post.  On 21 May a dalit 
ragpicker was beaten to death in a 
Rajkot factory. Atrocities on Dalits 
are occurring in the midst of a public 
ideological environment against 
them. On 26 May news came of a 
private school in Delhi asking 8th 
class students to write a note on how 
reservations help undeserving and 
unqualified people for their summer 
vacation homework.  According 
to National Crime Record Bureau 
reports for recent years, between 10 
to 15 thousand cases of crimes are 
reported under the Prevention of 
Atrocities act every year; an average 

of 35 crimes per day. Many times 
more crimes actually go unreported. 
In 2016 Indian courts had over 45 
thousand cases under this act. Out of 
the 4048 cases decided, conviction 
occurred in 659 cases only. That 
is, five out of six cases of atrocity 
against Dalits did not result in any 
punishment. The number of attacks 
against one of the weakest and the 
poorest sections of the society, and 
the abysmal rate of conviction would 
put any civilized society to shame, but 
India chugs along.

Humiliation and physical assaults 
on the body of Dalits have been 
a structural feature of the Hindu 
caste society for thousands of 
years. Under the enlightened and 
steadfast leadership of Ambedkar, 
Dalits managed to get civil rights and 
affirmative action in the Constitution 

of India. The Hindu caste society has 
however carried a grudge against 
such provisions. Representations of 
Dalits in state bureaucracy and higher 
education have always been less than 
one half to one third of constitutional 
provisions. Actually, reservations 
produced a prison house for Dalits 
to remain within the Hindu fold. Up 
to nineteen eighties even when they 
converted to Buddhism, they lost all 
reservation benefits. Nevertheless, 
till the political successes of the BJP 
under Mr Modi, the moral weight of 
Dalit struggles for their rights meant 
that post-independence Indian state 
did not actively participate in their 
oppression. This is changing now.

The central and state governments 
under the BJP have specifically 
targeted autonomous Dalit youth 
who challenge Hindu caste hierarchy 
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openly without fear. This was the 
line of attack on Rohith Vemula 
and his comrades at HCU and 
Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle of 
IIT Madras. The most vicious attack 
has been launched against the Bhim 
Army of Western UP, whose leader 
Chandrasekhar Azad has been 
booked in case after case under 
the NSA and put in prison by the 
shameless Yogi government, despite 
Allahabad High Court quashing many 
cases against him. In Maharashtra 
Fadnavis government is hesitant to 
act against attackers on Bheema 
Koregaon gathering of Dalits, yet it 
has initiated cases against organizers 
of Elgaar Parishad meeting in Pune 
where RSS-BJP were declared ‘new 
Peshwai’, the most debauched 
form of Brahmanical rule. Another 
round of oppression has visited Dalit 
youth after 2 April protests against 
dilution of prevention of atrocities 
act by Supreme Court. Following 
these protests the dominant rural 
castes in Rajasthan, MP and UP have 
physically assaulted Dalit youth 
and their neighborhoods, with 
silent encouragement of the police. 
Thousands of Dalit youth have been 
booked and arrested. The district 
chief for Muzaffarnagar of Bhim 
Army has been arrested under NSA. 
Needelss to say, the systematic 
attacks on radical Dalits, and running 
down of legal provisions have 
emboldened the criminal lumpen 
base of Hindutva in cow vigilante 
groups, Bajrang Dal and Hindu Yuva 
vahini to attack ordinary Dalits. This 
is also contributing to creating an 
environment in which middle class 
professionals from ‘upper’ caste 
Hindus feel no hesitation in circulating 
manifestly anti-Dalit propaganda on 
social media.

BJP governments in Center and 
states also seem to be systematically 
conniving to dilute existing provisions 
of affirmative action and legal 
protection to Dalits. Officials of 
the Modi government acted most 
dubiously in the case that led to 
dilution of provisions of prevention 
of atrocities act. Additional Solicitor 

General is on court records to have 
said this act is being misused. Modi 
govt did not file a review petition 
immediately. Governments of 
Chhatisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan showed unseemly haste 
in implementing the court order, 
depriving Dalits of essential legal 
protection. Another area in which BJP 
government is eager to dilute legal 
provisions for the benefit of Dalits 
is in appointments to universities. 
UGC has passed orders that the 
basis of reservation roster will be 
departments rather than university. 
Following this the advertisement 
for 52 faculty posts at Indira Gandhi 
National Tribal University in MP had 
only one reserved post. Government 
of India needs to urgently bring in an 
ordinance to overrule Supreme Court 
decision in this regard. But Modi 
administration is sitting pretty.

Brahmanism is the core of Hindutva. 
It has however been adapted to the 
requirements of modern electoral 
politics.  Hindutva is following a 
double pronged policy vis a vis 
Dalits. On the one hand are symbolic 
gestures; making a Dalit the 
president, and routinisied ceremonial 
appropriation of Ambedkar. On the 
other, legal and illegal state power 
and lumpen street power is being 
used against radical Dalit groups. As 
is well known Hindutva is a political 
project to build a political community 
of Hindus without any internal 
reforms. This programme became the 
political common sense of savarna 
caste Hindus after Congress failed 
to contain the upsurge of the locally 
dominant peasant castes, many of 
them Shudras in the Hindu hierarchy, 
around the Mandal programme of 
social justice. These castes had used 
democratization of caste in electoral 
politics to successfully assert their 
claim. Before this, the majority 
of savarna castes were aligned 
with the nation-building project 
of Congress.  Their switchover to 
Hindutva however would not have 
given RSS-BJP the political success 
they enjoy. Their genius lies in turning 
the fragmentation principle of caste 

against its democratization. Basically, 
any group which mobilises itself 
politically as a caste, also alienates 
other castes.  Through blatant misuse 
of mass religiosity of Hindus, and 
ground level organisational work, 
RSS-BJP have managed to bring in 
sections of lower OBCs (left out of 
the political successes of dominant 
rural OBCs) and some Dalit castes 
within their fold. This has created a 
voting block under the ideological 
hegemony of savarna castes.

A radical Dalit who questions the 
very foundations of Hindu caste 
order on the basis of principles of 
Equality and Freedom, is a moral 
and political anathema to Hindutva 
project.  Attacks on Dalits, and 
sinister plans to dilute provisions of 
protection to Dalits and affirmative 
action are revolting to all citizens 
with democratic consciousness. It 
assaults their sense of a just society. 
However, it is also necessary to 
understand the political game plan 
of Hindutva. As Ambedkar showed 
in his Annihilation of Caste, Hindu 
society can never be democratic 
as long as it is caste ridden. For 
democracy to take sustainable roots 
in India, it is essential that caste is 
confronted without any compromise. 
Its ideology which divides humans 
in hierarchy, its supporting  practices  
in religious rituals, and its everyday 
practices which are taken as normal 
(for instance keeping separate set 
of utensils for maids and servants in 
households) need to be challenged. 
Electoral understandings between 
opposition parties may locally or 
nationally defeat the RSS-BJP in 
elections. However, as long as the 
socio-political basis of Hindutva 
success persists, any victory against it 
will be short lived.



Statements of 
Caste Annihilation 
Movement Central 
Committee
In Hathras district of Uttar Pradesh 19 year old Dalit girl was gang raped on 
September 14 by four upper caste goons of her village  by dragging her into field 
and after rape they left her in the field half dead with broken backbone and slit 
tongue as the gorl offered them stiff resistennce.

After stubborn struggle for life the girl succumbed to injuries and the 
administration transferred the station house officer elsewhere. This has been the 
usual fasion of the administration to hoodwink people. The law and order has  
almost disappeared from UP. The Adityanath government has miserably failed 
in protecting the marginalised people in the state and has proved itself utterly 
incometent and incapacitated to disharge its public functions. 

Women of marginalised communities have been invariably raped and outraged 
in the country and still the backward class commission, the women commission, 
human right commission,  the president - all seem to be dumb and deaf. Nobody 
takes its cognizance suo motto. 

The relatives of the victim girl have been given compensation of Rs.4.12 lacs and 
the rest will be given after charges are proved. This is grim hoax on the tormented 
people. Is it not enough that the girl has lost her life ? 

The Caste Annihilation Movement demands full protection and compensation to 
the kiths of the victim and the witnesses and timebound speedy disposal of the 
case and the suspention of the Adityanath government.

Caste Annihilation Movement ( CentralCommittee )



Caste Annihilation 
Movement & 
Revolutionary 
Cultural Forum 
Fascism has already pinked its fangs into the social fabric of the nation. It has 
reached at a fearsome level.  The recent actions of the RSS controlled Corporate 
friendly and saffronized  fascist Modi Government   and the activities of Sangh 
Parivar forces are evident of the fact. 

Atrocities on Dalits, Adivasis and minorities are increasing each day goes.  All 
the Constitutional and Democratic institutions are saffronized which are daring 
the RSS Goons to do any sort of vandalism or violence in the society.  Any sort 
of voices of dissent against the Government is forcefully and undemocratically  
suppressed. The dissenting intellectuals, Activists and even the officialdom who 
defies the unethical orders of the Government are put behind bars in concocted 
and fabricated cases.

The incidents like vandalising and defacing the statues of persons with stature 
of Periyar E V Ramasamy, the Social Revolutionary and the crusader for social 
justice are increasing in Tamil Nadu.  The recent two incidents of defacing and 
damaging the statues of Thantai Periyar happened in Trichy and Coimbatore 
Districts are to be mentioned here.

We,  the All India Coordination Committees of Caste Annihilation Movement and 
Revolutionary Cultural Forum highly deplore such vandalism and fascist attack by 
the Sangh Parivar Goons as a part of their heinous design to  remove the icons 
and symbols of Social movements from the pages of history.

We appeal all the democratic, secular and progressive forces to come forward 
and organise united movements to remove the fascist forces from the seat of 
political power and prepare to wage fierce struggles.

With revolutionary greetings, 
For Caste Annihilation Movement and Revolutionary Cultural Forum

New Delhi 
28.09.2020


